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Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. March 1867. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Correspondence respecting the British Captives in Abyssinia. 


No. 1. 

% 

Colonel Stanton to Mr. Layard.—(Received November 23.) 

(Private.) 

My dear Sir, Alexandria, November 9, 1865. 

THE inclosed letters from Colonel Merewether reached roe shortly after the last mail 

_ W 

to England was dispatched, and consequently too late to enable roe to forward them on by 
an earlier opportunity. 

I sent bv telegraph the information of Rassam’s departure from Massowah, which I 
am sure will be gladly received in England; and as the last reports declare that the 
disturbances about Kassala are ended, we may reasonably hope that no insurmountable 
difficulties will be met w'ith on the road to Matemma, and that Rassam and his party will 
be able to reach that spot by the middle of this month. 

It is also satisfactory to find that the reports of the successes of the rebels in 
Abyssinia are not confirmed, and that the danger with which the captives were threatened 
on that account is avoided. Altogether Rassam appears to have started under favourable 

auspices; and I trust that he will make the most of his opportunity, and press on his 
journey. 

Should I receive any trustworthy intelligence of his progress, I will not fail to inform 
you of the same by telegraph. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 2. 

Colonel Stanton to Mr. Layard.—(Received December 25.) 

My dear Sir, Cairo, December 13, 1865. 

THE inclosed letter from Colonel Merewether has just reached me, and 1 have 
nothing to add to the information it contains, no intelligence of Rassam or his party 
having reached me ; and 1 fear we cannot hear of his progress for some time to come. 

I trust the remark in Colonel Merewether’s letter as to the King coming to 
Metcmmah, should he wish Rassam to visit Magdala. may not be founded, as I fear there 
is little chance of so favourable a result as the King coming himself to meet him, 
particularly as it appears the rebels are still in the field in Godjam. The statement that 
the rebels in Tigre and Walkich are engaged in hostilities against each other would lead to 
the supposition that one party—probably the Waksun in Tigre—are not in opposition to 
King Theodore. But the statement is too general to allow of any positive conclusion 
being drawn. 

Dr. Bcke, who arrived in Egypt some time since, is still here. He has informed me 
his intention is to proceed to Massowah, and from thence try to reach Adowa. He talks of 
proceeding in about a week. I informed him I feared his journey might interfere with 
Rassam’s mission. But 1 hope the latter will have accomplished his task before Dr. Beke 
can reach the country. 

[103] 


B 












































2 

Palgrave is also still here, most anxious for further intelligence; but we must wait 
some time longer before we can hope to have certain tidings of Rassam’s progress. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 3. 

Mr. Hertslet to Mr. Layard. 

Sir> TV I,. . _ Foreign Office, January 11, 1866. 

, , obedience to your orders, I beg to place on record the purport of a letter I have 

had lent to me for perusal, with permission to make any use of it I might think proper. 

December^Oth fs65 ”° ^ Purday> father ' in ‘ law of Mr - Stern, and dated “ Cairo, 

Ihe passages in Dr. Beke’s letter were as follows; — 

“ Whilst awaiting the arrival of the Marseilles mail, now overdue, I begin mv letter 
for the steamer of next week, by acquainting you with the substance of a verv curious 
conversation I have had this morning with Mr. Palgrave. He tells me that he has seen 
the instructions given by the Foreign Office to Mr. Rassam, and that they are restricted to 
the release of Consul Cameron. He added that, if Rassam succeeded in brinmn°- away 
Cameron, lie would be quite content to leave the missionaries to their fate! Now ^if this 
be true, the Jews’ Society and Lord Shaftesbury have been deceived by the Foreign Office. 

* ■ ' J. d ,° not see an y harm in y° ur communicating this to Mr. Goodhart (or Reichardt) 

if you think proper, especially as Mr. Palgrave did not speak to me at all in confidence 7 
and 1 believe he has told the same thing to others. How far he is to be relied on I will 
not pretend to say; but his communication appeared to be made bond fide.” 

Dr. Beke then stated that Mr. Palgrave told him that Mr. Layard and Mr. Rassam 
had a personal dislike to Mr. Stern, and he then went on to say : “ Before dismissing the 
subject of Mr. Palgrave, I must add that he told me that when Earl Russell sent for him 
and desired him to go out, he made it a condition (as is not unusual) that he should draw 
up Ins own instructions. In these, he says, he expressly provided for the liberation of all 
the captives and, m fact, he made it a condition that all British subjects and all persons 
under British protection should be at liberty to leave the country. Palgrave added that 
when he took these instructions into the Foreign Office, to be put into an official form’ 
Layard objected to them; but that he (Palgrave) insisted on them, as having been 
approved by Lord Russell, and so carried the day against the Under-Secretary.” ° 

‘ I algrave tells me that he is being kept on liere with the pav of 100/* per month 
and he expects to remain till Lord Russell finds him something else to do, as the two 
together have been placed in a false position by Layard and Rassam. He savs he has 
written to several of his friends—the editor of the f Pall Mall Gazette’ anions the 
number—requesting them not to agitate the Abyssinian question, or, if they do, not to 
bring his name up. He does not wish to increase the difficulties of Government • but he 
hinted rather significantly that, under certain circumstances—that is, if Lord Russell does 
not do something for him—he might be a thorn in their side.” 

Dr. Beke then observes to Mr. Purday: “ I think that before, or soon after, the 
meeting of Parliament vou, or Captain Desborough, might be able to inserve Lord 
Chelmsford, Sir Hugh Cairns, or Mr. Whiteside with some of the particulars thus stated 

Houses ’’ ima » me lt Wl11 not be lon 8 before they bring the matter to the notice of both 

“There is still no news from Rassam, and I do not expect that he will ever do 
anything. Do not fear for me. I am far more anxious than you or anyone else can be 
that I should get on, as the character of my mission and of myself are at stake 

Let the Jews Society know the facts I have told you about'Rassam’s instructions, ’ for 
their ownfeult tley c loose to act on the knowledge, well and good. If not, it will be 

I beg to repeat that the letter from which the above extracts were taken was placed 
in my hands by Mr. Purday, with full permission to make any use of it I thought proper— 
in fact, in the hope that I would make its contents known. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD HERTSLET. 


t 


a 


» 
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No. 4. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 2. Consular.) . ^ 

gjj. Foreign Office, January 18, 1866. 

A LETTER addressed by Dr. Beke to Mr. Purday, the father-in-law of Dr. Stern, 

and dated from Cairo the 20th ultimo, has been shown to a member cif this Office, to 

whom permission was at the same time given to make such use of it as he t loug it 


P P I accordance with his duty that officer immediately laid before me the following 

Minute in regard to the statements made by Dr. Beke :— 

“ The passages in Dr. Beke’s letter were as follows: 

“ ‘ Whilst awaiting the arrival of the Marseilles mail, now overdue, I begin my letter 
for the steamer of next week by acquainting you with the substance of a very curious 
conversation I have bad this morning with Mr. Palgrave. He tells me that he has seen the 
instructions given by the Foreign Office to Mr. Rassam, and that they are restncted to 
the release of Captain Cameron. He added, that it Rassam succeeded in bringing away 
Cameron, he would be quite content to leave the missionaries to their fate! Now if this 
be true, the Jews’ Society and Lord Shaftesbury have been deceived by the Foreign 

Office. 


“ ‘ l do not see any harm in your communicating this to Mr. Goodheart (or Reichardt) 
if you think proper, especially as Mr. Palgrave did not speak to me at all in confidence, 
and 1 believe he has told the same things to others. How far he is to be relied on I will 

not pretend to say, but his communication appeared to be made bond fide. 

“ Dr. Beke then stated that Mr. Palgrave told him that Mr. Layard and Mr. Rassam 

had a personal dislike to Mr. Stern, and he then went on to say • 

“ ‘ Before dismissing the subject of Mr. Palgrave, I must add that he told me that 

when Earl Russell sent for him and desired him to go out, he made it a condition (as is 
not unusuaP that he should draw up his own instructions. In these (he says) lie expressly 
provided for the liberation of all the captives ; and in fact he made it a condition that all 
British subjects, and all persons under British protection, should be at liberty to leave the 

country. . . ~ 

“ ‘ Palgrave added, that when he took these instructions into the Foreign Office to be 

put into an official form, Layard objected to them; but that be (Palgrave) insisted on 
them, as having been approved by Earl Russell, and so carried the day against the Under¬ 
secretary. 

“ ‘ Palgrave rells me that he is being kept on here with the pay ot 100/. a-month, and 
he expects to remain till Lord Russell finds him something else to do, as the two together have 
been placed in a false position by Lavard and Rassam. He says he has written to several 
of his friends, the Editor of the “ Pall Mall Gazette” amongst the number, requesting 
them not to agitate the Abyssinian question, or if they do, not to bring his name up. He 
does not wish to increase the difficulties of Government, but he hinted rather signific intly 
that under certain circumstances (that is, if Lord Russell does not do something for him), 


he might be a thorn in their side.’ 

“ Dr. Beke then observes to Mr. Purday 

“ * I think that before or soon after the meeting of Parliament you or Captain 
Desborough might be able to inserve Lord Chelmsford, Sir Hugh Cairns, or Mr. White- 
side, with some of the particulars thus stated to you. I imagine it will not he long before 

they bring the matter to the notice of both Houses. 

“ ‘There is still no news from Rassam, and 1 do not expect he will ever do anything. 
Do not fear from me. I am far more anxious than you or any one else can be that 1 

should get on. as the character of my mission and of myself are at stake.Let 

the Jew’s' Society know the facts 1 have told vou about Rassam s instructions, foi then 
guidance. If they choose to act on the knowledge, well and good, if not it will be their 

own fault.’ ” ...... 

The statements thus made by Dr. Beke necessarily require immediate investigation, 

and I have to instruct you to call upon Mr. Palgrave for an explanation in writing in 
regard to those statements. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 

































Mr, Pur day to the Petri of Clarendon.—(Received January 22.) 

^vrwTD t January 22, 1866. 

YOUR Lordship having kindly promised to inform me whether Mr. Rassam’s instruc¬ 
tions include the release of the missionaries in Abyssinia; and being anxious to know this 
fact, in consequence of Mrs. Stern’s anxiety on the subject, I have taken the liberty to 
remind your Lordship of the promise given to me about a fortuight since. 

I have had other letters from Dr. Beke, who says that no tidings have come to 
hand of either Mr. Rassam or the captives up to the 6th instant at Suez. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. H. PURDAY. 


No. 6. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Purday. 

Foreign Office, January 22, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
this day's date, inquiring whether the instructions given to Mr. Rassam include the release 
of the missionaries in Abyssinia ; and T am to state to you in reply, that Mr. Rassam was 
distinctly desired to ask for the release of the missionaries; but inasmuch as Her Majestv’s 
Government have no right to make authoritative demands on foreign Powers in favour*of 
any but British subjects, Mr. Rassam was cautioned against making his request on behalf 

of foreigners in an authoritative manner such as he would be entitled to do on behalf 
of subjects of Her Majesty. 

As Mr. Rassam’s general instructions, however, enjoin him to see that all the 
prisoners on whose account so much interest is necessarily excited are set free, Lord 
Clarendon cannot doubt that no exertion will be spared by him to secure this object, the 
more especially as Mr. Rassam was desired to present King Theodore a letter from the 
Queen, in which Her Majesty graciously expressed her expectation that the King would 
dismiss Captain Cameron, and any other Europeans who may desire it. from his Court 

and would afford them every assistance and protection on their journey to the destination 
to which they desire to proceed. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 7. 

Consul-General Eldridge to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 7.) 

(No. 4.) 

Beyrout, January 20, 1866. 

W ITH reference to Earl Russell’s despatch No. 17 of the 27th of September last, I 

have the honour to inform your Lordship that during my recent visit to Jerusalem I 

devoted much of my time to a careful investigation into Mr.* Consul Moore’s proceeding 
in regard to the Abyssinians. ° 

In order fully to understand the whole question, I examined with much diligence the 
correspondence of Mr. Consul Finn on this subject from the year 1850 to the year 1862. 
1 will not trouble your Lordship with lengthy extracts and copies, but simply give their 
numbers and dates in the margin,* and will allude to such as necessity may require. 

from this correspondence it appears that Mr. Finn repeatedly represented both to the 
Foreign Office and to Her Majesty s Embassy, that, in order to afford to the Abyssinians 
any efficient protection against their powerful enemies and oppressors, it would be neces¬ 
sary to procure their recognition by the Porte as foreigners and as under British protec¬ 
tion ; foretelling, what has since occurred, that unless this could be done, they would be 
depr ved of their property in Jerusalem in favour with the Copts, with whom the Turkish 

* Mr. Finn, No. 24. November 30; No. 25, December 9, 1850; to Mr. Finn, No. 2, Julv 10; Mr Finn 
No. 7. August 17, 1852 ; No 9, June 22, 1858; No. 16, May 27, 1859; No. 3, March 13 - ; No. C, Mav 7; 
to Mr. Finn, No 2, May 29; Mr. Finn to Embassy, No. 13, June 3; Embassy to Mr. Finn, No. 3. Julv 3, 1862. 


authorities persisted in treating them as identical, and obstinately denying the right of the 

English Consul to intervene in their affairs. , 

" On the other hand l find that in answer to these representations, Mr. Finn is referred 

by Earl Russell’s despatch No. 2 of May 29, 1862, to the original instructions of 1852, 

authorizing him to use his good offices for the protection of any Abyssinians who may 

chance to be in Jerusalem, as being members of a Christian church in spiritual communion 

with the Establiahed Church of England ; and Earl Russell modifies this authority by an 

injunction to use it with caution and prudence. Her Majesty’s Ambassador also, when 

appealed to by Mr. Finn in June 1862, declines to interfere in the matter. 

As the despatch from the Embassy here referred to may not exist m the archives ot 

the Foreign Office I have the honour to inclose a copy. 

Such appears to have been the position of affairs when Mr. Moore succeeded 

Mr Finn. In 1863, when the quarrel between the rival sects concerning the ownership 
of the Abvssian convent seems to have reached it culminating point, Mr. Moore attempted 
to use his good offices in behalf of the Abyssians, with a view ot protecting them from 
spoliation and assisting in bringing about an amicable adjustment ot the dispute; but 
on being met with the old objection that the Abyssinians are Rayahs and that he had no 
rio-ht to interfere, he did not consider himself justified m risking a compromise of Ins 
position by trving to sustain by official correspondence a nght which he could not substan¬ 
tiate, and took the prudent and cautious course of reporting the circumstances to his 
superiors, and awaiting further instructions should it be decided advisable to adopt more 

formal and energetic measures. . , . . - 

In regard to the alleged influence of Mr. Moore’s conduct upon the treatment of 

British subjects in Abyssinia, I am more inclined to attribute any blame there may be to 

the injudicious zeal of his predecessor, who, from his despatch No. 9 of June 22nd, 1858, 

appeal’s to have informed some Abyssinians of distinction who visited Jerusalem, that their 

fellow countrymen were, in this country, under Her Majesty s gracious protection, and 

to have addressed a letter to the King ot Abyssinia to the same effect. 

I have &e. 

(Signed) S. JACKSON ELDRIDGE. 


Inclosure in No. 7. 

Mr. Erskine to Mr. Finn. 

o- Constantinople, July 3, 1862. 

AS I perceive by an instruction addressed to you on the 29th of May last, that Earl 
Russell has already informed you of the course you should adopt relative to the qualine 
nro ection vou are authorized to accord to Abyssinians at Jerusalem, 1 do not think i 
necessary to interfere any further in regard to the matters adverted to in your despatch 

of the 3rd ultimo. T « 

JL 

For Sir H. L. Bulwer, 

(Signed) E. M. ERSKINE. 


No. 8. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 13.) 

(No 9 Consular.) Ca i r0 , Fetary ,, 18 66. 

" I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that 1 have communicated to 

Mr. l’algraveyour Lordship’s des,Lh Consular No. 2, of the 18th January, « 

of the statements made by'Dr. Bek. in his letter to Mr. Purday, and 1 beg to ioruard 

hcrc t;:: " r u„ r „« ^ 

most of Dr. Beke’s assertions, and his explanations as to the rema nde ’ ’ 

exonerate him in your Lordship’s estimation from everything except & icat impru 

conversing with a stranger on such subjects. i nV c &c 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 
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Inclosure in No. 8. 

Mr. Palgrave to Colonel Stanton. 

* w,r ’ Cairo, in Egypt, January 31, 1866. 

WITH reference to a despatch dated from the Foreign Office, January 18, 1866, and 
y yourself to me, 1 have the honour to give the following explanation :— 

The subject of the despatch alluded to, are certain statements communicated by 
Dr. Beke to Mr. Purday, and through him laid before an officer of the Foreign Office; 
statements chiefly relative to a conversation purported by Dr. Beke to have taken place 
between myself and him here in Cairo. 

Before, however, noticing Dr. Beke’s allegations one by one, I beg leave first of all to 
express my regret and to apologize for my own indiscretion in having had any communica¬ 
tion soever, especially on serious topics, with an individual regarding whose position, 
character, and intentions I was at the time comparatively uninformed. As it was, 
Dr. Beke, whom 1 had never seen before, and little heard of, sought out my acquaintance 

by the ordinary means current in society, and I unadvisedly granted it. I admit my 
imprudence, and condemn it. 

I will now make the necessary remarks on the special points of conversation as they 
stand reported by Dr. Beke, and to which he has given prominence in his letter to 

Mr. Purday. And in doing this, I pledge my honour as a gentleman, not to overstep the 
precise limits of my memory. 

1. Dr. Beke says:—“ Mr. Palgrave tells me that he has seen the instructions given 

by the Foreign Office to Mr. Rassam, and that they are restricted to the release of Captain 
Cameron.” 

This is not true, for I did not tell him so. What I said was as follows: On 
Dr. Beke’s inquiries as to what was to be done by Mr. Rassam regarding the missionaries 
in particular, I answered that to my certain knowledge he (Mr. Rassam) was to, and 
would demand their release; that the first and most imperative stress was naturally to be 
laid on the release of Captain Cameron, for reasons self-evident; but that Government 
required also the release of all other captives, whether missionaries or not. 

I may add, that in saying thus, I did not imagine that I was revealing any secret in 
the form and tenor of Government instructions, or any new thing; nor could I well 
anticipate Dr Beke’s constructions. 

2. He added, “ that if Rassam succeeded in bringing away Cameron, he would be 
quite content to leave the missionaries to their fate.” 

Not I, added this, but Dr. Beke; he is quoting his own words instead of mine. 

Mine were thus: I expressed (imprudently I admit) a fear lest the length of time 
involved in Mr. Rassam’s movements and correspondence should bring risk of illness or 
death to those of the prisoners who seem to have been specially ill-treated, viz., Dr. Stern 
and his companions, and added, that in case of their having died or been put to death, 
Cameron would still be, if he remained alive, as might be hoped, demanded and brought 
off, though alone. My grounds in thinking delay less dangerous for Captain Cameron 
than for the imssionaries were, that he was the more distinguished character, and hence 
less likely to be wantonly misused. 

But I absolutely deny having said that Mr. Rassam would be content with such a 
half result; and I know that on Dr. Beke’s subjoining something to that tenor, I said, cr 
certainly implied saying, exactly the reverse. 

3. “I do not see any harm in your communicating this to Mr. Goodhart (or 
Reichardt), if you think proper, especially as Mr. Palgrave did not speak to me at all in 
confidence ; and I believe he has told the same thing to others. How far he is to be 

relied on, I will not pretend to say, but his communications appeared to me to be made 
bond fide." 

That I did not speak to Dr. Beke in confidence means, that supposing him, on the 
one hand, to be a gentleman, and on the other, not imagining that I was making him any 
revelations for hirn “to communicate,” I neglected to swear him into silence, or even to 
mention truth, honour, and the like. I acknowledge my mistake. I had not calculated 
on gratuitous mis-statements, nor had 1 any idea of talking with him otherwise than bond 
fide, i.e., as one gentleman talks with what he supposes to be another. 

Dr. Beke’s belief that I have “ told the same thing to others,” is as unfounded as any¬ 
thing else he may choose to believe. Neither to him nor to any others did I ever make 
the statements he ascribes to me in his letter. 

4. “Dr. Beke then stated that Mr. Palgrave told him that Mr. Layard and 
Mr. Rassam had a personal dislike to Mr. Stern.” 
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Partly false, and partly distorted. Simply false in what regards Mr. Rassam, of 
whom I never said any such thing, or anything capable of implying it, however indirectly. 
Distorted, in what 'regards Mr. Layard. While talking over past events, wholly 
disconnected from the present Abyssinian business, I alluded to the circumstance of 
of Mr. Layard having formerly met and become acquainted with Mr. Stern in Mossoul, I 
believe, a circumstance generally known, and to which no special idea of “ personal 
dislike on either side could attach, certainly not in my mind or expressions. 

But I did say that Mr. Layard might then have had an opportunity of appreciating 
Mr. Stern’s character and line of action, and consequently of judging how far Mr. Stern 
was likely to have concurred to the present difficulties in Abyssinia, and to bis own in 
particular, by imprudence, over-zeal, and the like. Not that I said or hinted that 
Mr. Layard would make such qualities a motive of “personal dislike” against the unfortu¬ 
nate missionary : that is Dr. Beke’s own sayi ng. 

5. “ Before dismissing the subject of Mr. Palgrave, I must add, that he told me that 

when Earl Russell sent for him and desired him to go out, he made it a condition, which is 
not unusual, that he should draw up his own instructions. In these he says he expressly 
provided for the liberation of all the captives, and in fact he made it a condition that all 
British subjects, and all persons under British protection, should be at liberty to lea\e the 

The true version of what I did (inconsiderately, I avow) say to Dr, Beke, is as 

follows :— , 

That when Earl Russell did me the honour of talking over the matter with me, 1 laid 

before his Lordship my view of the case, namely, that the liberation of all prisoners 

belonging to the British flag should be insisted on as absolutely preliminary to any further 

steps with King Theodore; secondly, that Earl Russell had the goodness to express his 

assent on this point. , 

Dr. Beke’s version, besides being conceived in a tone and on a key quite alien from 

mine, and gratuitouslv supplied by himself, contains two distinct falsehoods 

Firstly. That I ever drew up, or ever said to Dr. Beke that 1 drew up, my own 

instructions, the which were drawn up by, or at least communicated to me thiough, 

Mr. Layard. 

Secondly. The word or idea of “ condition ” was mentioned by me to Dr. Beke 

relative to the King of Abyssinia, not to the English Secretary of State. 

Here I beg to repeat my apologies and deep regret for having entrusted any words of 

mine to the keeping of one capable of so distorting them as Dr. Beke has done. 

6. “ Palgrave added, that when he took these instructions into the Foreign Office to 

be put into an official form, Layard objected to them, but that he (Palgrave) insisted on 
them as having been approved by Earl Russell, and so carried the day against the Under¬ 
secretary.” ... 

This sentence contains three distinct falsehoods— 

The first, that I ever said to Dr. Beke that I took any instructions into the Foreign 

Office. ,. , ' ' . 

The second, that I said to Dr. Beke that Mr. Layard objected to any such (imaginary) 

instructions. 

The third, that I either said or implied having “ carried the day’’ against Mr. Layard. 
The real version of what I said is thisThat Mr. Layard and myself had, during a 
simple call on my part (which happened to be at the Foreign Office, because Mr. Layard 
had already gone" thither from his lodgings in Piccadilly, whither I had first gone to call on 
him. and finding him absent, took the cab on to Whitehall), talked over, not any“ instruc¬ 
tions,” but the subject of what route to Abyssinia might be best suited tor me to follow; 
and that he (Mr. Layard) was at first inclined to recommend that of Massowah, but, on 
further discussion, agreed with me in preferring that of Egypt and Khartoum, an idea already 

adopted by Earl Russell. . 

Neither in substance nor in form is this what Dr. Beke has invented and put into my 

mouth. , . . „ 

7. “ Palgrave tells me that he is being kept on here with the pay of 100/. a-montn. 

That is,” Dr. Beke, while lamenting over his own expenses at Cairo as excessive, 
inquired, seemingly for his own economical guidance, how I managed to meet the high 

prices of the Egyptian capital; whereon 1, too obligingly, told him that I found 100/., the 


sum liberally allowed me by Government, fully adequate to my monthly bills, &c. 

8. “He expects to remain till Earl Russell finds him something else to do.” 

I do not well see what else I should “ expect ” or do, in fact, than to remain where 

placed by Earl Russell till told to go on. . . , , 

But I flatly deny, as a downright falsehood (while apologizing for the coarseness ot 
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the expression, but no other would be appropriate here), what Dr. Beke suggests, namely, 
my hav ing implied to him, directly or indirectly, that I conceived Earl Russell to be in any way 
pledged towards me for anything “ else to do,” beyond the range of the Abyssinian affair, 
and my instiuctions theieto relative. I deny r also having pretended to know about or to 
speculate on what Earl Russell's ulterior views or intentions might be. Dr. Beke’s words 
are not a mere distortion of, but precisely contradictory to, what I know and remember 
well having replied when indiscreetly questioned on this topic. 

9. As the two together have been placed in a false position by Lavard and 
Rassam.” 

By thus coupling my name with that of the Premier, Dr. Beke does me an honour 
which I never ventured to do to mvself. 

Secondly, I deny having said that Mr. Layard or Mr. Rassam ever placed me in any 
position whatever, “ false ” or true. 

The true version of what I did say is this, and I regret having said it: I called my 
ow-n prolonged delay “ awkward,” even “ hazardous,” because indefinite, and because parti¬ 
cularly exposed to the counter-schemes of intriguers. Dr. Beke is an instance in point. 
Also, while expressing my hopes, most sincere ones, that Mr. Rassam might succeed, I 
unguardedly betrayed some anxiety lest he should not. It is possible, too, though of this 
I am not sure, that I may, while on the same topic, have alluded to Mr. Lavard, so far as 
the Under-Secretarv was concerned in the guidance of the affair, as hoping success, while 

fearing the chances of delay and failure disagreeable to all parties, not to Earl Russell alone. 
More than this I deny having said. 

10. “He says he has written to several of his friends, the Editor of the ‘Pall Mall 

Gazette ’ among the number, requesting them not to agitate the Abyssinian question, or, 
if they do, not to bring his name up.” " ’ * 

False again. I have not the pleasure of knowing who is the Editor of the “Pall 

Mall Gazette. Dr. Beke may be better informed on that point. Meanwhile, in my 

ignorance of the above Editor’s identity, I have neither written to him, nor told Dr Beke 
that I had. 

Now for the truth. Hie subject of the ‘‘Pall Mall Gazette” and its manner of 
taking up the Abyssinian question being a common topic of every-day conversation here, 

I have incidently said more than once, and not to Dr. Beke alone, though to him also’ 
that I wished the above-mentioned “Gazette” would let the Abyssinian question alone’ 
because they (i.e., the correspondents, whoever they be, of the “ Pall Mall Gazette” on this 
score), did harm by writing about what they did not understand, adding that I had already 
availed myself of some personal acquaintance with one whom 1 knew to be a correspondent 
(magnified by Dr. Beke into an “editor,” and multiplied into “several friends”), though 
not, I believe, on the Abyssinian tonic, to let him know this my opinion, and to say that 
if the ‘ Pall Mali Gazette ’ needs must talk, I hoped they would at any rate do me the 
favour of their silence, as I did not wish to see my name in the columns of a paper so 
violently opposed to Government men and measures. Whatever beyond this Dr. Beke 
may say or imply was never said or implied by me. 

11. “ He does not wish to increase the difficulties of Government.” 

I thank Dr. Beke for a word of truth at last, though put after his fashion; for I 
never thought enough of myself to suppose that I could increase the difficulties of 
Government, if such there be, must less to wish it or to say it. 

12. “He (Mr. Palgrave) hinted, rather significantly, that under certain circumstances, 

that is, if Earl Russell does not do something for him, he might be a thorn in their 
side.” 


This is utterly and—excuse the expression—maliciously false. I never in public or in 
private “ hinted ” or said anything of the sort, either to him, Dr. Beke, or to any one else, 
no, nor to my own self, for such an absurdity never entered my thoughts. The idea, no 

less than the statement, is solely and absolutely Dr. Beke’s own, and as strange to me as 
the rest of his ideas. 

\v hat follows in Dr. Beke’s letter does not directly regard me, nor require comment 
or explanation of mine. But as it contains some more than “ hints ’’ about Parliament, 
the Jews’ Society, &c., and implies an intention of maliciously using statements maliciously 
obtained, distorted, and invented, I feel it to be my duty bound, and the best reparation I 
can make for admitted indiscretion, to place this letter through vourself, and so far as Her 
Majesty’s Secretary for Foreign Affairs shall think fit, at the entire disposal of the Foreign 

Office and of Her Majesty’s Government in general, for any use that may by them be 
juged proper. 

Whatever I have written here I am ready to stand by and confirm, whenever and 

wherever required by the officers of Her Majesty’s Government. 


Firstlv 01 toTenew 6 mv expression of sincere regret and self-blame for my having 
unguardedly supplied Dr. Beke with any sort of handle or pretence for his letter, the subject 

° f th Secondly, to trust that Her Majesty’s Secretary for Foreign Affairs in particular, and 
Government in general, will have the goodness to overlook such my indiscretion, and 
that they will admit, on the word of a gentleman, this explanation and apology. 

Tt is difficult, would I add, in everv-day conversation, and during an mteiva of lon b 
and anxious suspense, to measure every word so carefully as to give no handle whatsoever 
to misrepresentation, prepense, and calumny, especially when one supposes, howevei 
erroneously, as in this case, that one has a gentleman and a friend before one 

Dr. Beke’s intention to annoy, through me, the Government which I have in sc 
measure the honour of serving, is sufficiently evident. The wrong he has purposed to 
Government interest by his letter will, I hope, be in the mam obviated by what 1 have 
here written. May I venture to hope that any personal detriment intended to myself 
will be no less obviated by Lord Clarendon's gracious acceptation of this my explanation 

and ^elgmg you to have the goodness to communicate the present letter to his Lordship, 
and to accompany it by my every assurance^ respect 


No. 9. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.— (Received February 12.) 

. T]i , . . Cairo, February 12, 1866. 

LETTER from Rassam dated 13th December just received. He reached Danina 
on 21st November, and sent messengers to the King on the 22nd, but ha no answer, a 

is waiting at Matemma. . . 

Intelligence from prisoners to October 17 ; all well, but still in fetters. 

King stated to be in Godjam in pursuit of rebels. 


No. 10. 

Mr. Layard to Mr. Pur day. 

Foreign Office , February 14, 1866. 

^ T AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that Mr. Palgrave has been 

died unon to explain the statement made to you by Dr. Beke, which you communicated 
to hi° I ordship “ that Mr. Palgrave had told him (Dr. Beke) that he had seen the instiuc- 

»yXh SCe n „t ” la.es .ha. he told D, Beke, that to his certain knededge 

Mr R i«am was to and would demand the release of the missionaries. 

* I am further directed bv the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that if you will call at 
his office anv afternoon after to-morrow, his Lordship will give directions that a letter 
from Mr. Palgrave shall be shown to you in which he answers the other statements allegec 

to have been made to Dr. Beke. 

(Signed) am ' A. H. LAYARD. 


No. 11. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon.- ( Received February 14., 

Aden, January 21, 1866. 

(Extract.) „ t nc( ] f rom Massowali this morning bringing news from Rassam 

up to the 8thCembtr! and from Cameron to .he 28,h of September. I mclose cop.es of 

Cameron’s letters to Rassam; also one from Mr. fetern to> Rassaim. 

These letters from the prisoners were received by M. Munzin b ei on uie 
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December. The delay on the road was caused by the messengers bein? afraid of the 
cholera, which they -were told was raging ot Massowah. 

ac ^ S ^ iat * iac \ rece * ve d no news direct from the prisoners later 
, an “^h September. It was said that King Theodore had come to Godjam and 
M. Munzmger thought the news was authentic. When the King had come so much 
nearer to Mutemma Mr. Rassam would not delay to enter into communication with him 
and M. Munzmger felt sure that decisive news would very shortly be received. It was' 

given out that the King was taking the prisoners with him, but that requires con¬ 
firmation. ^ 

Rassam will have told you all about his own progress in his letter to you. M. Mun- 

zingei lepoits that Rassam left Kassalaon the 9th November, and was expected to reach 

Matemma by the 20th Long ere this I hope he has had an interview with the Kino- 
and effected the release ot the captives. 

Dr. Beke arrived here on the 10th, and as the ‘‘Victoria” was proceeding to 
Massowah on the 11th, I gave him and an Abyssinian priest he had with him a passage in 
her. borne of his stores had not arrived here yet, and he cannot go up country without 

them he told me, so I hope before they reach him we shall hear of Rassam’s complete 
success, so as to render any further attempts of Dr. Beke’s unnecessary. 




Inclosure 1 in No. 11. 


Mr. Stern to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Sir, Amba Mag data, September 12, 1865. 

THE accompanying letter to Mrs. Stern was written some time ago, but I could not 
forward it as I had not a favourable moment. Like the one before it, it is at your disposal 
and you can make of it whatever use you may deem desirable. It is a trying task to’ 
indite long epistles with manacles around the legs and right-hand wrist, but as I am anxious 

that our friends should have a faithful account of this sad captivity, I do not mind the 
inconvenience which writing in a crippled posture involves. 

Myself and several of my fellow-prisoners anticipate your advent like that of an 

angel of mercy, and I do not doubt that, under God, your laudable mission will be attended 

with the happiest results. The rebel in Tigre, I know from good authority, will not oppose 

your progress, but should you decide to take an opposite course, pray forward Her Majesty's 

letter, as otherwise the despot will suspect the veracity of that document. That 'our 

Heavenly Father may guide you by that wisdom which is infallible, is the prayer of 
yours, &c. * 1 - 


(Signed) 


HENRY STERN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 11. ; 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Mag data Prison, Abyssinia, September 18, 1865 

I AM at last able to report the arrival of the things; I have not yet been able to 
compare them with vour list, but believe they will be found all right. We hear you are 
on the road; Samuel sent me word yesterday to that effect. I have drawn a bill b your 
a vour ill duplicate for Bardel, to whom 1 owe money, and send a letter of advice^ for 

to be lodged7l!te"owai; 0 for h°im y0U "**"“"8*“ Bardel wa “> 8 »><>"•? 

, ;(t 'y c il ?' e „ had so "° e . trouble in getting comfortably through the winter owing to the 

difficulty of getting provisions, but there has been no one ill Except Rosenthal who Iim 

been shut m for about ten days with neuralgia and sore eyes. I am stronger an be to 

than 1 have ever been since leaving England. Please God all may end wed. Pray send 

he two accompanying letters to England, and God bless you, my brave Rassam, and .-rant 
that w r e may leave this horrid country together. aar 

Yours, &c. • . 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


P.S. 


A our brandy is excellent; you can send us some more. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 11. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, September 27, 1865. 

AFTER waiting, on account of one difficulty and another, I am at last enabled to 
send you messengers and letters. We have weathered the winter gloriously, though not 
without trouble. Our great danger now lies in the uncertainty of communication. As 
long as we can keep up our stock of money, we may hope on. If money fails we must 
starve. Pray keep us supplied through Gaffat, or any other way. I had only 5 dollars 
left when the last 150 dollars came. Every one says you are on the road. God send you 
success! The messenger you sent paid 16 dollars on the road for Customs, &c. Pray 
pay him. We have got every thing right I believe. A thousand thanks. 

Yours &c. 

(Signed) ’ C DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 1 i. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, September 28, 1865. 

THE messenger’s master wants more money; half to be left at his home, half to be 
sent on here. He also wants a cuckoo clock and a carpet. I write you these things 
because I promised him to do so yesterday. 

As regards money I don’t think he is exorbitant; there is no disguising that he runs 
a fearful risk. The other requests are those of a child, but might perhaps be attended to 
if it can be done without too much trouble. We are all well. The messenger leaves 
to-morrow. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 11. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, 

THE bishop is exceedingly anxious to have some French brandy; D. Merat the same. 
Pray send me plenty if you can. These men care about nothing but this and sweetmeats. 

Yours, &c. 

\ (Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 12. 

Mr. Purday to Mr. Murray.—(Received February 17.) 

Sir, 24, Great Marlborough Street, February 15, 1866. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the Foreign Office of yesterday’s 
date, signed “ A. H. Layard,” and whilst I have to express my thanks for the offer contained 
in that communication of showing me Mr. Palgrave’s letter in reply to Dr. Beke’s state¬ 
ment, I do not see any occasion for troubling the Foreign Office further on the subject 
of that statement, as my sole object was to ascertain what Mr. Rassam’s instructions were 
relative to the release of my son-in-law, the Rev. H. A. Stern, one of the prisoners in 

Abyssinia, on which matter the Earl of Clarendon was kind enough to give a satisfactory 
reply. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES H. PURDAY. 
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No. 13. 

Mr. Purday to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 17.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street, February 16, 1866. 

IN a letter received by me yesterdav from the Foreign Office dated the 14th instant, 
1 am given to understand that Mr. Palgrave “absolutely denies” certain statements 
“ alleged to have been made ” by him “ to Dr. Beke,” and an invitation is given by the 
writer, Mr. A. H. Layard, to me to call at the Foreign Office and see Mr. Palgrave’s letter, 
which I politely declined. I have thought it best, however, lest any wrong construction 
should be put upon my declining to see Mr. Palgrave’s denial, that I should ask your 
Lordship to give me (at your Lordship’s convenience) a private interview on the subject, 
when I will bring down Dr. Beke’s letter, and give such an explanation of his statements 
as I am able. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES H. PURDAY. 


No. 14. 


Mr. Hammond to Mr. Purday. . 

Sii’» Foreign Office, February 20, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of 
the 15th and 16tii instant, declining to call at this office for the purpose of reading 
Mr. Palgrave’s answer to Dr. Beke’s statements, but requesting an interview with his 
Lordship in order to give an explanation in regard to those statements. 

I am to inform you in reply that as Mr. Palgrave has answered Dr. Beke’s statements, 
his Lordship is not aware ot any further information which it may be desirable for him to 
obtain from you in regard to them, and he will therefore not trouble you to call upon him, 
but if you have any additional communication to make Lord Clarendon requests that you 
will have the goodness to put it in writing. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 15. 


• I . 

Count de Moynier to Mr. Layard.—(Received February 24.) 

70, Harley Street, Cavendish Square, Londres, 
Monsieur, le 22 Fevrier, 1866. 

•IE navais, jusqu’ici, considere mes projets sur l’Abyssinie que comme une affaire 
commerciale, devant naturellement un jour (mais bien plus tard) entrainer la conquffte 
plus ou moins pacitique de ce pays, dont les formidables positions militaires dominent 
I’Egypte et commandent la route dcs Indes Orientates. La conversation que nous avons 
eue ensemble m’a fait rellechir, et je crois que si le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste voulait 
me le permettre et in aider, je pourrais, tout cn ne perdant pas de vue i’idee commerciale, 
me transporter immediatement en Abyssinie avec 100 homines resolus, ct, par un coup de 
main hardi, arracher it Theodore ses captifs. 

Je prendrais 100 vieux soldats, soit ici, soit en Belgique ; ma qualite de Franco- 
Anglais et d’homme independant (dejil connu par des expeditions militaires, et ses gouts 
pour les aveutures lointaines), eviterait toute susceptibilite politique en France; et d’ailleurs 
je vous expliquerai de vive voix mon plan, combind de fa?on a ce que personne n’ait lien 
a dire. \ otre Envoye n’obtiendra aucun resultat, bien heureux s'il en revient sain et sauf. 
Quant it Mr. Cameron, il risque fort de mourir sous 1c baton ; d’un autre cote si l’on va 
nombreux declarer la guerre ii Theodore, la tete de votre infortune Consul tombcra. Il 
n y a done que deux partis a prendre: ou l'abandonner (car, je la repute, les Envoyds ne 
reviendront mdme past, ou tachcr de l'enlever, la nuit, en faisant irruption dans le camp 
de Theodore. Cette idee vous parait une temerite folle? Il n’en est ricn. Certes il y a 
du danger, mais le succt s est certain. Theodore est entoure de traitres, parcequ’il est 
execre. Il va arriver dans le Tigre, e’est-it-dire, it une journee de inarche de Tubbo, cette 
solitude oil je compte m’etablir. J’arriverai comme la foudre ; la nuit les Abyssins ne se 
gardent pas ; ils redoutent le lion. Je jure d’enlever Cameron, et peut-dtre (qui sait?) 
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Thdodore lui-meme ; une attaque de nuit doit reussir, et deux coups de canon it mitraille 
produiront un tel effet moral surtout, que ma retraite ne sera meme pas inquietee. 
Repondez-moi, je vous prie, et de grace mettez-moi en rapport avec le Colonel. 

Agreez, &c. 

(Signe) CTE. DE. MOYNIER. 

P.S.—Si j’dchouais le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste en serait pour 300,000 francs de 
perte, et moi pour ma tete ; si je rdussis la conquete est assuree sans complications diplo- 
matiques possibles. 

No. 16. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 27.) 

(No. 18.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 16, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship the copies of three letters 
from Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether that reached me on the 12th instant, 
unfortunately just too late for the Marseilles mail. 

hntrp Afp 

(Signed) ’ EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 16. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir Metemmah, November 27, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to report for the information of Government that I arrived here 
from Massowah on the 21st instant, with my companions Dr. Blane and Mr. Prideaux, six 
days later than I had reckoned upon, owing to our detention on the road for want of 
camels to carry our luggage. 

2. If it had not been for the great assistance rendered to me by the authorities of 
Massowah and Kassala, there is no knowing how much longer 1 might have been detained, 
especially in the latter place, on account of the great objection the Soudan cameleers 

seemed to have against serving Europeans or Turks. 

3. On leaving Massowah, Abdallah Agha the Governor of that place, sent with me 
Abd Alkareun, the brother of the Nayab of Harkeeko, with a guard of fifteen men to 
escort me as far as the Egyptian Province which begins at Barka. But on arriving 
amongst the Beni Aamir tribe, where I had intended to dismiss the guard and to change 
the camels I had obtained in the Massowah district, it was found that all soldiers belonging 
to the Egyptian outpost had been recalled to Kassala on account of the late mutiny of 
part of the Soudan troops, and there were no camels to be had for carrying our baggage. 

4. Sooner than leave me in the lurch in that out of the way place, Abd Alkareun the 
brother of the Nayab, kindly volunteered to see me safe at Kassala, and, accordingly, he 
accompanied roe thither with tne same guard and camels that had brought us from 

Massowah. 

5. According to custom the day before I reached Kassala, I sent to the Governor of 
Tacka the letter of recommendation which was supplied to me by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, and 1 was not a little amazed on arriving within a mile of the town to see a guard 
of honour turn out to meet me consisting of a regiment of Soudan Infantry and about 
150 of the Bashi-bazook Cavalry. Had I known that such a display was awaiting my 
arrival at Kassala, I would have certainly taken steps to prevent it, as 1 am averse to such 

exhibitions. 

6. On leaving that place the authorities wished to send a large guard of honour to 
escort me as far as Matemma, but I prevailed upon them to reduce the number to five 

men, as 1 knew that this escort was more than enough for the occasion. 

7. When I reached Kassala the whole ot the mutiny had been totally suppressed, but 

not without unnecessary bloodshed. 

8. Of the lour regiments of mutineers, about 800 men had escaped destruction. 
These have been seized and imprisoned with their wives and children. 

9. The prisoners are so badly looked after that while I w as . 

dying in great numbers, and instead of their remains receiving proper interment, they were 
suffered to be thrown in ditches outside the town lor the hyaenas to devour. While I was 

E 
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riding one afternoon in the suburbs of the town, l saw no less than three bodies of th 
wretched mutineers in this sickening state. 

10. The town of Kassala has been almost deserted. That portion of its inhabitants 
who escaped the fury of the mutineers, left the place with disgust and sought refuge 
amongst the more peaceable neighbouring tribes. 

11. There were no eatables to be had in the place save bad meat and jewaree (millet), 
and even the highest Turkish officials had not tasted anything but bread made of that 
grain for the last five months. 

12. Besides the anarchy and bloodshed, cholera and deadly fevers were the scourge of 
the place from the month of July to October; and even while 1 was there nearly one-tenth 
of the garrison w r as laid up with one kiud of disease or another. 

13. Jaafar Pasha, the Deputy Governor-General of the Soudan, was expected daily 
from Souakin, at Kassala, when I left that place. The reason he had been so long 
detained on the road was because he could not get the number of camels he required for 
his journey. 

14. While at Kadarif, two days before I reached Matemma, I met Abd Almalak, the 
Coptic messenger who was sent in March last by our late Consul-General in Egypt 
Sir Robert Colquhoun, with letters and presents to Aboona Salama the Metropolitan of 
Abyssinia. He told me that he had tried his best to reach that prelate but in consequence 
of the Aboona’s imprisonment by the King, and the insecurity of the roads to Magdala he 
could not manage it. 

15. As the Bishop is still confined and the letters addressed to him by Sir Robert 
Colquhoun might do a great deal of harm were they to fall into the hands of King 
Theodorus, I advised him to return to Egypt with the articles he had been entrusted with. 
He attended to my advice and left me to return to Egypt. 

16. I regret to bring to the notice of Government that Abd Almalak has been 
provided with food and carriage free of expense by the peasants in the Soudan district, 
ever since he came to this country; as I believe he has reported to the Egyptian 
authorities that the British Government had not supplied him with sufficient funds to take 
him to Abyssinia, to whose Sovereign he had asserted, he had been sent with letters. 

17. I spoke to Abd Almalak upon the subject, and he corroborated what I had heard. 
He told me that only 50 dollars were given to him in Egypt, which sum was hardly 
sufficient to carry him as far as Kassala. With regard to his reporting that he had been 
sent as Embassy by the British Government to King Theodorus, he said that he was 
obliged to do so to gain respect, as he alleged, that if he had only said that he was sent to 
the Aboona, no one would have taken any notice of him. 

18. On arriving at Matemma, I learned that King Theodorus had been prowling 
about in the neighbourhood of Gondar, between this place and Debra Tabor, in search of 
some rebels for more than a week. As soon as I obtained messengers, the next day, I 
wrote and informed him of my arrival. 

19. Mr. Eipperte (one of the lay Missionaries of the Jerusalem Pilgrim Mission, who 
had gone to Debra Tabor, with his wife for change of air, and returned to Matemma on 
the 22nd instant), informed me that he had left the King at this side of Lake Dembea, 
not more than six or seven days’ journey hence, but that no one knew where he was 
going to. 

20. Shaikh Joomaa, Chief of Matemma and at Galabat, who returned from visiting 
the King, after my arrival, gave me also the same imformation about the movements of His 
Majesty. News has reached me since then, however, that the King has gone to Godjam, 
aud my messenger could not possibly reach him for ten days. 

21. He is not expected to remain any length of time in that rebellious district; but it 
is feared that if he meet with a reverse he would be furious for some davs after. 

22. Mr. Eipperte informed me that the King was expecting me to come to him via 
Matemma, when they left Debra Tabor together, about the middle of this month. He 
entertained great hopes, as did the rest of the German gentlemen at Gaftat, that His 
Majesty would be reconciled to us as soon as he received Her Majesty’s letter; but how 
long he is to prolong its receipt, no one can predict. It is quite obvious that I must not 
attempt to reach him before he sends me an escort. 

23. 1 am told by Mr. Eipperte that King Theodorus entertains utter contempt for all 
Europeans, and he has taken it into his head of late to nickname all Franks by a certain 
insuliing epithet. 

24. When Mr. Eipperte left Debra Tabor, the prisoners at Magdala were in the same 
wretched condition, with regard to their fetters and misery, as they were when 
Captain Cameron wrote to me at the end of July. 

25. I am sorry to say that slavery is carried on in these parts on a most extensive 
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s cale. I am told that during the next two months, thousands of unfortunate Galla girls 
and boys will be brought down to the fair, which is held here, annually at this time ot the 

year. 

26. It is reported that even missionaries do not scruple to deal in this inhuman 
traffic. How far this assertion can be relied on I am unable to say ; but I can vouch tor 
one fact; and that is, there are certain lay missionaries who have been purchasing slaves 
for the purpose of bringing them up in the Christian faith, which proceeding is not only 

scandalous, but a disgrace to the name ot any Christian society. 

27. It is premised that Austrian and Prussian laws allow the purchasing of slaves for 
the object of freeing them, but not for reselling them. It ought to be known that so long 
as there are purchasers of slaves, there will be no lack of merciless beings to bring them 
to the market. 

28. It is asserted that King Theodorus is still averse to the Slave Traffic; and if 
rumour speak true, the reason he went to Godjam was partly to intercept the slave- 
merchants and disposses them of all their property. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 16. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Matemma, December 1, 1865. 

SINCE the date of my letter of the 27th ultimo, I received some communications 
from Gaftat and Magdala, copy of which I have the honour to enclose herewith for the 
information of Government, marked as follows :— 

(A.) A letter from Mr. Flad to me. 

(B.) Three letters from Captain Cameron to me. 

(C.) A letter from Captain Cameron to Mr. Hertslet, of the Foreign Office. 

2. I regret to say that a spirit of dissension has sprung up amongst the European 
prisoners at Magdala; and if matters do not mend soon, I fear that some great mischief 
will accrue therefrom which might aggravate their already miserable condition and increase 
our difficulties with the King. 

3. Captain Cameron has been drawing upon the several bills which I have satisfied, 
but if he go on spending money heedlessly and call upon me for payment I fear I shall not 
be able to meet his demands. I have only brought money with me sufficient for the 
current expenses of the mission, and it is quite impossible for me to obtain funds here or 
in Abyssinia by bills on Egypt, England, or Aden. 

4. The 800 dollars I had sent to Captain Cameron in June last, via Matemma, could 
not be brought hither on account of the late disturbances at Kassala and its neighbour¬ 
hood ; but the messenger to whom I had entrusted the money brought it to me while I 
was at Barka, and handed it over to me in perfect order. 

5. The 500 dollars which had been sent by Her Majesty’s Consul-General in E ypt 
for the use of Captain Cameron have not yet reached Matemma, nor is it known whe ithe 

money has been sent to. 

6. I am unable to understand the drift of Captain Cameron’s request in asking me to 
place all the money sent by me to him on his private account with the Foreign Office. 

7. All the sums 1 transmitted to him since 1 have been appointed to this mission l 
have debited Government with; and of course it is not for me to say whether that money 
is to be charged to his private account or be borne by the State- 

8. On the other hand I do not see what claim the prisoners at Magdala and Gaftat 
have upon Her Majesty’s Government. The stores and cash which Captain Cameron has 
supplied them with was an act of charity; and to prevent any misunderstanding on this 
score I always took care to send the things direct to him. 

Invp ATp 

(Signed) ’ H. RASSAM. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 16. 


Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear £ 311 *, . Gaffat, November 16, 1865. 

fUK a long time 1 have been waiting anxiously for news from you. Now a few davs 
a. r o heard that }ou had sent a letter to His Majesty announcing your coming, therefore 
I hasten to send you the inclosed letters of Captain Cameron. 

I hope my servants Engeda and Tadla will meet you on the road, if possible at 

Jk&S8&nL 

I am obliged to send the servants with all speed, because of our pecuniary difficulties 

here. With the greatest difficulties I obtained but 150 dollars for Captain Cameron and 

his people lrom the Europeans here, with the promise to repay them here as soon as the? 

want it. This will not last them long, because provisions are at a very high rate at the 
fortress. 

As I am unable to provide the servants with money which would be sufficient for 

their w hole journey, I have begged Mr. T. Eipperte, at Matemma, to supply them with so 

much money as they want to reach you. Would you be kind enough to repay Mr. T. 

Eipperte when you are passing Matemma. He is also in possession of four notes of 
Captain Cameron:— 

1. A note of 200 dollars for Mr. Saalmiiller; 

2* >, 200 ,, for Mr. Bender; 

3. ,* 50 ,, for Mr. Kienzle; 

4. „ 50 ,, for Mr. Waldinaier. 

All this monev was drawn by myself for Captain Cameron. All the owners of these 
notes ^except Mr. Bender) beg to have their notes paid to Mr. T. Eipperle, so that they 
could send for it in case they want it. Mr. Bender wishes to be repaid here. 

I also inclose a note of 250 dollars in favour of Messrs. Eisler and Schiller. They are 

in want of money, therefore they would be very grateful if you would kindlv bring them 
that sum. ° 

As soon as you have arrived at Matemma or at Woachuy, I should be very much obliged 

if you would be kind enough to send my servants directly with 100 or 150 dollars, as I 
have sent nearly all my money to the fortress. 

Allow me to observe that at present there is no money to be drawn here; and as vou 

do not know how long you may be detained here, it is good to provide vourself to last vou 
tor some time. J 

The provisions, &c., you had the kindness to send by Fanta, I was fortunate enough 
to get them to the foi tress before the road w r as closed up. Three times they came back, 
being afraid that they would fall into the King’s hand. The fourth time they'succeeded in 
getting everything there; but one mule and tw-o donkeys fell on the road. I also had 
sent them provisions, salt meat, potatoes, preserved milk, &c. 

As the King had gone in another direction, it will for the future be very difficult to 
get anything there: and it would be very desirable if you would arrive soon to intercede 
tor them, or else they would be starving, as they have not much money left. On the 14th 

instant tw r o servants started carrying 50 dollars, but as the road is full of robbers it is very 
uncertain whether they will reach the fortress. 

r l he Consul is anxiously waiting for his servant Lama, whom he had sent down in 
June (?), but he has not yet come back. 

His Majesty the King is at present at Dembea, but nobody knows whether he will 
move. i 

You will meet with difficulties enough, as I have already stated to you in my last 
letter. There are persons who will use their influence to drag the matter on as long as 
possible. We pray most earnestly here that God would keep and protect you on your 
journey, and that he would allay all difficulties that impede your undertaking. 

Pray excuse the liberty I take to send you some letters. I should be very glad if you 
would be so kind as to forward them. 

I beg, &c. 

(Signed) J. M. FLAD. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 16. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, October 10, 1865. 

I WRITE you a few lines to tell you that I have received a message from Gaffat to 
the following effect“ If Mr. Rassam' does not come now, you will all be lost first, and 

then ourselves.” 

I am requested to let you know this. 

The King sent us a cow a-piece some time back—the first notice he has taken of us, 
with one exception, since the torturing. He has also spoken rather kindly about us lately 

in public; but we are still chained hand and foot. 

I have requested Mr. Flad to write to you regarding a certain messenger of his, named 
Wundun Agenyo, and inclose you a note for 250 dollars for the support of two of my 

party, prisoners at Gaffat. 

The King is in Waddela. We are all well, and waiting anxiously for news from you. 
God bless and prosper you, dear Rassam. 

Yours &c. 

(Signed) ’ C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 16. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

& 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, October 16, 1865. 

I HAVE been obliged to draw on you for 200 dollars. 

I do not know whether you can manage the matter, but I may tell you quietly that it 
would be wise to arrange as well as you can about Bardel and M’Kilvie. They are two 

born devils. ' . 

The latter, encouraged by the former, threatened in a fit of rage the other day to 

write to the King and report our correspondence, my bribing the guards through the things 

you sent, and especially Dejaj Merritt's concurrence with us. 

I don’t know that his executing this threat would have done much harm; but on the 
other hand, the King might have made use of it to make mischief. 

Dejaj Merritt was dreadfully frightened, and I have been obliged to calm him. 

I shall write to you officially about this hereafter. 

But pray write to the Foreign Office, begging them to put all the money they have 
sent direct here (viz., to me), whether through Flad or by messengers, to my private 
account; otherwise both you and myself will have no end of trouble. 

Pray do this, dear Rassam, without delay. 

My people, as well as others here, are poor, and of all nations, and unless you arrange 
the affair of money sent here in the way I indicate, you will be fearfully embarrassed by 
threats and discontent, if you do not yield to all sorts of extraordinary claims. Pray write 
to me that you have done this. 

Flad, to whom I send this open, will give you the news, We are all well, but know 
nothing. 

Yours &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 16. 


Mr, Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, October 17, 1865. 

MY packets are not yet closed, so I write to you once more on the subject I alluded 
to yesterday, viz., the desirability of putting all the money sent by you to me on my private 
account with the Foreign Office. 

You must remember that our party are all prisoners, retained by force in the country; 

one-half being in chains, the others without them. 

Unless the arrangement I have recommended be fallen in with, how is the division of 

this money to be adjusted ? 

F 
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Two of my own people at Gaffat I have supplied with money on my own responsibility, 
by a draft on Hertslet. 

But if Mr. Stern and Rosenthal are supported here on sums supplied by me bv 

dribblets, and these sums put to the Government account, have the other missionaries no 
claim also for Government support ? 

Suppose such a claim were made for them by others, how could it be arranged ? Is 
the money sent to be redivided ? ° 

Or is the sum paid to the missionaries with me to be made a standard, the other 
missionaries being allowed to claim on the same scale ? 


Or, on the other hand, are the expenses of the Gaffat prisoners to be made a 

standard ? Then the prisoners here, of all classes, will have and raise an additional 
claim. 

Then again, I have divided the money here according to the wants of the prisoners, 
including Mr. Bardel, who would otherwise have starved. Suppose a claim for re-division 
were made, it would not be easy to satisfy all parties. 

You must remember that you are powerless in this country, and a single mischievous 
person, who might be wrong-headed enough to bring a money claim before the King, 
might paralyze everything and do a world of harm, as the King might like nothing better 
than to arbitrate in such a matter, merely in order to give you a new proof of his being 

absolute ruler in his own country, and the proper arbitrator of all affairs, whether amon^ 
Europeans or his own people. ° 

I may tell you that this has been on the point of being carried out, and a piteous 
letter written to the King, in order to lead him to meddle in our money matters. 

The result might have been a most mischievous intermeddling, or the stopping of our 
supplies altogether; or even a stripping of myself and all of us of the little we possess. 

I repeat, that the shortest way to stop all this will be to put all the money I have 
received from you, provisionally, on my account, just like the money I have* received 
without your aid, and to put oft all adjustments till we are out of the country j otherwise 
there may be a new dilemma raised on this account. 

All my people have been maddening themselves about these questions and that of 
indemnity, until they all seem mere bedlamites. 

Pray attend to this, dear Rassam, for both our sakes, and believe me, ever yours, 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 16. 


Mr. Cameron to Mr. Hertslet. 


My dear Hertslet, Magdala Prison , Abyssinia, October 16, 1865. 

I HA\ E been obliged to draw on you for 200 dollars, payable to Mr. Rassam. 

I have never sent in my life certificate from here, as I never had command of decent 
official paser. But I am emphatically in the discharge of my duties, which have become 

horrible possible, as you may tell the Foreign Office. 

All my people, including the Frenchman Bardel, are half mad, and quarelling like so 
many devils, among themselves or with me. 

I can make nothing of them at times. 


the most 


fortunately the fit passes off after a few days from sheer exhaustion, or we would 
worry one another to death. 

The man with the longest tongue carries the day. 

This is not cheering or pleasant. One cause of it all may be constant disappoint¬ 
ment. 


We know nothing of Rassam or his movements, and the best temper in the world 
could not stand the wear and tear of this coarse brutal life without suffering. 

I am well in health, thank God. 

I here is nothing new here. Remember me to my dear mother, and all other friends 
and relatives, especially Norton, Shaw, and Cortazzi, also to Eldridee, Stevens, and 
Dickson, if they are within hail. 

1 will write again shortly. God bless you, dear Hertslet. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


—It is not much worth while to give you all the reports ■we hear here about our 
future chances of extrication. 
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We hear stories about Europeans coming from the natives, but the Gaffat missionaries 
say nothing. 

I have heard that there will be another public judgment. 

Let us hope it will end well for all. 

I have never heard anything in regard to myself which need frighten you. Every one 
savs that the arrival of the letter will deliver me. God knows. Good-bye again. 

C. D. C. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 16. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

Sir, Matemma, December 13, 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to forward copy of further communications I have received from 
Gaffat and Magdala, which, though they have only reached me now, are of older date than 
the copy of those I transmitted to you with my letter of the 1st instant. 

2. They were sent down to me at Massowah, but on the messenger reaching Adowa, 
and learning that I had come up to Abyssinia by w T ay of Kassala and Matemma, he 
retraced his steps to Gondar; and on hearing there that I was w’aiting at this place for an 

escort to take me to the King he came on to me here. 

3. I have also received two notes from Mrs. Flad which had been written to 
Miss Cameron and Mrs. Kerans at the request of their relatives, which I shall feel obliged 
by your forwarding to their destinations. 

4. Further news reached Matemma yesterday about the movements of King Theodorus. 
He is said to be at a place called Chapal, below the high range of the Godjam mountains, 
whither he had gone in pursuit of the rebels; but that he has not been able to do much as 
the Godjamites had heard of his intended attack, and had retired to their fastnesses in the 
mountains before he could overtake them. The chief of the King’s swordsmen had gone 

over to the enemy with a number of his corps. 

5. Nothing as yet has been heard of my messengers whom I had sent on the 

22nd ultimo to the King, announcing my arrival at Matemma. They were seen passing 
through Gondar on their way to Godjam on the 27th ol November. 

T havp Rrr 

(Signed) ’ H. RASSAM. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 16. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Sir, Gaffat, August 1, 1865. 

ON the 29th of June my servants Tadla and David arrived with all the things and 
the money vou sent in a state of good preservation, and I forthwith sent it on to Captain 
Cameron* on the fortress, but 1 had some disappointment about it, as it unfortunately 
happened that His Majesty left the fortress, and as the people I had sent were afraid to 
proceed any further, part of the things came back. However, I sent others off again, and 
I hope they will have arrived there now. 

On the 18th of July Fouta’s companion arrived here, announcing that they had arrived 
with the goods below Lamalino (eight days’ journey from here), but cannot proceed any 
further, as their animals are worn out, and likewise they said they had no money to pay 
the toll. I furnished him with mules, and money to pay the toll, and sent him back 
instantly together with one of my own servants, in order to get the things hither. I hope 
they will arrive in a few days. 

Allow me to express my deepest gratitude for your kindness toward me and my family. 
We receive it as a special gift ot God. Mrs. Flad, in her confinement shortly ago, had 
neither sugar, tea, nor rice, and w r e could not get any here. Ot the rice, sugar, and soap, I 
gave to Mr. Schimper, and some to my fellow-prisoners here. 

With these provisions our friends might have spent a comparatively easier winter 

than the last, had not a new calamity come over them. , 

No doubt ere this reaches you you will have heard of the escape of the Prince of 

Shoa, Prince Minelek, grandson of Saliela Selassie, and son-in-law to His Majesty King 
Theodorus. The King got so exasperated that he began to quarrel with the Bishop, and 
ordered to put all the prisoners into short hand-chains. It may be imagined that their 
condition is miserable indeed now. 
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As I know that Captain Cameron sent down his servant Lama, you will get informed 
of their condition ere this reaches you. Our friends were put into short hand-chains a day 
or half-a-day before your kind letter arrived. 

I learned by Samuel (if we may trust him), that your letter made a good impression 
on the King, and that he wrote an answer to your letter, and that he sent your messenger 
immediately down to you with his desire that you might soon come up. And Samuel 
added, that after you have come, everything which is now crooked would get straight. 

I hope that this my letter will reach you on the road hither. 

It is a very difficult mission which you are about to undertake, but as you have 
already three times asked the King to be permitted to come up you cannot possibly avoid 
coming yourself, without endangering the safety of our friend Captain Cameron. But I 

trust with God’s grace, to whom we are recommending you daily, you will succeed in your 
noble undertaking. 

Permit me the liberty I take now to give you some hints regarding the difficult 
position you will be placed in, even as soon as you reach this country. 

Let me remind you that as soon as you put your foot on Abyssinian ground you will 
be surrounded with spies, who will report all your words and actions to the King. Do not 
let any unfavourable impression (which no doubt you will have), either about the King or 
his people, or the country and the manners of it, escape your lips. The King and his 
people are always on the alert to find out faults and shortcomings in the conduct of the 
Europeans, and he is only too glad if he has the least reason to caluminate their character 
and reputation. 

Your patience will be brought to a trial on the road and here, but do not allow 
your European attendants and domestics to quarrel with, or beat, an Abyssinian. 
All such little nonsenses have brought sorrow and trouble enough on our poor friends. 

Do not for the present notice the Bishop or any other high functionary, as His 
Majesty is very suspicious in this respect. 

Pray do not bring with you Martscha, Worky, or Beros, as the King is displeased 
with them, it would be very unfortunate for them as well as for vou. 

T # W & 

No doubt the King will take all pains to justify his conduct towards the English 
prisoners in your presence. At first he will most likely begin by showing you the Amharic 
translation of the writings of Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal and my wife. Secondly, he will 
tell you that he has received the English Consul, Captain Cameron, with all the decorum 
which he thought proper at the reception of an Ambassador of the Queen of England. 
He will tell you what presents he gave to Captain Cameron, and how he sent him with a 
letter for Her Majesty the Queen of England, wishing him to bring an answ'er. Instead 
of waiting at Massowah or Bogos for an answer, the Consul went down to Ivassala, to my 
enemies the Turks, and came round byMatemma without bringing me the desired answer, 
and so on. 

After all these and similar declarations, the King will put to you the blunt question: 
Have I been right or wrong? And you will perhaps be perplexed ; but to get at your 
ends you will be obliged apparently to agree with him, for to gainsay him would be to 
spoil the whole matter at the beginning. 

It is very probable that he will come with his odd notions about Sennaar and Sudan, 
that it formerly belonged to his dominions, and that he wants to have it. But what are 
you prepared to answer to this ? To Jaugh—you dare not. 

He will perhaps also tell you his indignation at the conduct of the English Consul at 
Jerusalem, in the affair of the Abyssinians and their convent. 

I feel almost silly to give such pieces of information to an Ambassador of Her 
Majesty; but if you will come hither, you will see that I am justified in doing so. 

The King is, since the 23rd of June, at Debra Tabor. What direction he will take is 
unknown. Some say that he is going to Woggera and Semen. 

I really must beg your pardon in having trespassed so long on your patience. 

May God with Ilis grace guide you in all your proceedings, and enable you to 
accomplish the liberation of your suffering friends. 

This is the prayer of yours, &c. 


(Signed) 


J. M. FLAD. 
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Inclosure 10 in No. 16. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Sir, Gaffui , August 21, 1865. 

AT last your servants arrived with the goods, on the 19th of this month. I am only 
sorry to say that the white-cotton stuffs are almost entirely ruined by the rains. The 
white shirts are still good for use, but are very much spoiled by the tin boxes. The 
flannel and flannel shirts, however, are in a good state. The brown soap is all right; but 
the Windsor soap we had to scrape off from the stuffs, and had to make balls of it. 
Fortunately enough the eatables have all arrived in a perfect good state, including rice and 
sugar. Tea, I hope, when I have it well dried, will be good for use. The needles were all 
“ woss ; ” but as Mrs. Flad has had plenty of sewing materials, she has hitherto provided 
them. • 

I should have wished to write to you directly after Tadla and David had arrived ; but 
as I had expected your servants sooner, I waited anxiously for their arrival. In the 
meantime I learned that Captain Cameron had sent down to you his servant Lama; so I 
thought that he will have informed you of all that is necessary. 

I don't know whether you are acquainted with the character of Samuel, who has been 
for a long time the King’s favourite, and in this his capacity has done great mischief in the 
whole matter. After Mr. Stern’s imprisonment, before his papers were examined, 
Captain Cameron and myself thought to get him to act for our interest. We bribed him. 
Captain Cameron gave him 185 dollars, and I, 100 dollars; but when we had filled his 
pockets he did just the contrary. He promised to us he would surely get Mr. Stern 
released in a few days; but at the very same time it was he who advised the King to 
examine Mr. Stern’s writing, and it was he who put suspicion in the King’s mind 
concerning the Consul’s going down to Kassala, and it is his working that the Consul was 
put in chains. I mention only this, as some Abyssinians might represent him as a fitting 
person to act for your interest. 

Wolda Selassy Gobazy, a merchant and spy of the King, has praised before the King 
the English Ambassador beyond measure; he has told everywhere how kind and polite 
a reception he had met with you; and it is now stated, as soon as you have arrived at 
Adowa, this man will be sent by His Majesty to receive you, and bring you to the King. 

On the 2nd instant His Majesty left Debra Tabor. He returned to his camp, where 
the Wollo Gallas had made an attack and killed some of his soldiers. At present he is 
between Lasta Jeddjio and Wadela. 

On the 27th of July my last messengers went to the fortress. They will come back 
in September, when the rains begin to abate. At that time I shall send on the things to 
Captain Cameron. 

I have drawn for Captain Cameron on you, in favour of Mr. Bender at Gaffat, the 
sum of 200 dollars. The owner of the order will send it down to your agent after the 
rainy season is over. I inclose two letters of Mrs. Flad. Would you be kind enough to 
forward them ? 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) J. M. FLAD, 


Inclosure 11 in No. 16. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Rassam, ' July 8, 1865. 

I HAVE received your note. Many thanks. The things are arrived. Thanks, too. 
Your messengers arrived some days ago, and, I hear, all the messengers are sent to 
Massowah. 

There is no shirking it now', dear fellow. Since you have asked to come up a third 
time, vou must come, or we mav all be knocked on the head. 

* • J 

We were all chained hand and foot a few days back—the same day your letter arrived. 
The letter arrived in the afternoon, after we had been chained. 

Send nothing to the Bishop, or Dejaj M[araud], for the present. It may make 
much mischief. 

1 will send my owm messenger in a day or two. This is only a warning. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


G 
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Inclosure 12 in No. 16. 

Mr. Stern to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Sir, Amba Magdala, July 9, 1865. 

WE have been informed that His Majesty had requested you to come up to 
Abyssinia, in order that he may arrange with you our sad business. After all that you 
have heard, you may perhaps feel a little hesitation to embark on such a mission. The 
enterprise is certainly laudable, and our Heavenly Father, I feel sure, will protect you on 
the road, and crown with success your self-denying efforts on behalf of the suffering and 
afflicted. Should circumstances lead you to adopt an opposite course. His Majesty would 
certainly resent even an imaginary insult on those in his power. 

Our troubles have, during the last few days, been aggravated by an event with which 
we have not the remotest connection. On the night of the 1 st instant Prince Menilek, 
the son of Hailo Malakot, and son-in-law to His Majesty, unexpectedly quitted the camp, 
and, together with his followers, departed for Shoa. The King had next morning a quarrel 
with the Bishop, and, to finish the day’s business, all the prisoners got, in addition to their 
feet, also short hand-chains. 

Mr. Flad may, perhaps, write you more ; but, as the Royal troops are on the road 
to Begemeder, by which the bearer has to pass, I must not be diffuse. 

That God may bless and prosper your noble undertaking to effect our liberation is 
the fervent prayer of yours, &c. 

(Signed,. A. H. STERN. 


Inclosure 13 in No. 16. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon. 

My Lord, ^ Aden, February 8, 1866. 

I HAV E the honour to report that Dr. Beke, proceeding on a mission from the friends 
of the captives in Abyssinia, arrived here on the morning of the 11th January. Her 
Majesty’s steamer “ Victoria,” was about to leave for Massowah, and I offered him a 
passage in her for Mrs. Beke, himself, and an Abyssinian priest, who was travelling with 
him. He had intended waiting here some days for money and stores which were following 
him from England, but on being told that the “Victoria” in all probability would not 
re-visit Massowah for some time to come, he took advantage of the opportunity and left on 
the 12th January. Captain Parr, Her Majesty’s ship “Lyra,” kindly said he'would take 
up the stores and money when he proceeded to that port, which he would have to do 
shortly—they have been here about a fortnight—but I have been compelled to detain the 

“ Lyra ” till now, in consequence of the unsettled state of one of the Arab tribes on the 
mainland near to this. 

2. She will leave, however, on the 12th instant, and will bring back from Massowah 
any further intelligence which may have been received either from Captain Cameron or 
Mr. Rassam—none has been since that forwarded by me on the 2lst ultimo. 

3. By the “ Lyra ’ I have sent a letter to Dr. Beke, a copy of which I have the honor 
to forward herewith, and trust it will meet with your Lordship’s approval. In the 
delicate and very difficult position in which Mr. Rassam is placed, I considered it my dutv 
to point out to Dr. Beke how inexpedient an advance on his part now would be, and how 
likely to mar the success of Mr. Rassam’s mission, which is promising so well. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 14 in No. 16. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Aden, February 8, 1866. 

HER Majesty’s ship “ Lyra ” will leave this for Massowah in a few days, and l take 
the opportunity of communicating to you the latest intelligence I have received from 
Abyssinia, both from the captives and from Mr. Rassam. 
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2. The letters from the former were up to the 28th September only, the messengers 
bringing them down having delayed in Tigre from dread of the cholera, said to be raging 
on the coast. On the above date Captain Cameron and his fellow prisoners were still 
at Magdala, and all well, having got through the winter better than they had expected 
to do. 

3. Mr. Rassam had reached Kassala on the 6th November, and left it again on the 
9th, expecting to arrive at Matemma on the 20th idem. From there he would 
immediately communicate with King Theodorus, and it was hoped would either meet, or 
speedily be joined by, an escort to take him to the King. Of the latter’s movements it was 
said that he had entered Godjam, so as to be nearer to Matemma, and that he had the 
captives with him. The first part of this report was supposed to be true; the latter not to 
be strictly relied on. 

4. My object in mentioning the above is to show you exactly the position of affairs 
now, and while desirous of not in the least tramelling you in the execution of the kindly 
object you have in view', to suggest to you the unquestionable expediency of your 
deferring your entry into Abyssinia until something more decisive is heard of the result of 
Mr. Rassam’s mission at Matemma. That gentleman has progressed as favourably and 
as rapidly as could, under the circumstances, be expected; he is proceeding to the King 
by the route selected by that potentate, and at this moment, if not actually with him, will 
be in direct communication and engaged in negotiations regarding the release of the 
unfortunate captives whose safety and freedom is your chief point of solicitude. 

5. With your knowledge of Abyssinia, its present ruler and its people, I must not 
enter at length into the difficulties and complications that are likely to be raised, if while 
these negotiations are going on. and before they have been brought to any issue, the King 
should hear that another mission (for your reticence will, of course, be greatly magnified) 
has entered Abysinia, headed by an English gentleman of repute in the country itself, and 
having professedly the same object, viz., the liberation of the captives; it will also be 
pointed out to him that this second mission is entering the country, not at his invitation, 
a point on which, as you know, he is particularly sensitive ; and further, that it is pro¬ 
ceeding through the territory of those who are rebels to his authority, and that it is enabled 
to do so only by entering into friendly communication and association with those who are 
in arms against him. In any person’s mind such a mode of proceeding would naturally 
raise doubts—how’ much more so w'ill it in a person of such a notoriously suspicious and 
hasty nature as the Emperor of Abyssinia; in the understanding of himself and those 
around him, it will be impossible to dissever you from the British Government or to induce 
them to believe that you are acting separately and entirely in a private capacity ; it will, 
therefore, seem as if Government was acting on two different plans, one of which would 
personally be most objectionable to him, and would immediately lead him to question the 
other. The confidence in Mr. Rassam’s mission, wdiich has been brought about by careful 
management and long patient waiting would be at once w ithdraw n, and the position of the 
captives rendered more critical than ever. 

6. As far as we are able to judge, Mr. Rassam’s mission has every chance of success. 
He is proceeding to join the King’s Court at the invitation of that monarch ; on the 20th 
of November lie was to have reached the place appointed, and if the King w'as in 
Godjam, there would not be above fourteen days’ march between them ; and further, he 
is the bearer of a letter from Her Majesty the Queen of England, which cannot fail to 
prove most satisfactory to his wounded dignity, but the receipt thereof, so all are agreed, is 
the point on which he has always laid the greatest stress, as the one essential before the 
question of the condition of the captives, or any other, could be entertained. 

7. Under these circumstances I would strongly recommend your deferring your 
advance from Massowah, until further tidings have been received of Mr. Itassam’s move¬ 
ments ; such cannot be long delayed now, they may, indeed, be at Massowah at this 
moment, and to save time, I shall, by this opportunity, write and request M. Munzinger, 
who is in charge of the British Consulate, to be good enough to communicate to you any 
authentic intelligence he may receive, that you may be the better able to judge how you 
can act with advantage to the cause you have undertaken. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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No. 17. 

Mr. Purday to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 27.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street, February 26, 1866. 

IN taking the liberty to present to your Lordship a copy of Mr. Stern’s last letter, 
which I trust your Lordship will read, I am led to make two or three remarks on the 
correspondence which has lately taken place between myself and the Foreign Office, 
relative to Dr. Beke’s statement of a conversation which he had in Cairo with Mr. Palgrave', 
on the subjects of Mr. Iiassam’s instructions, &.C., and Mr. Palgrave’s denial of those 
statements. 

Now if your Lordship thinks it worth while to compare the letter sent to me respecting 
Mr. Rassam’s instructions, with the statements made by Mr. Palgrave to Dr. Beke, and to 
the Foreign Office, your Lordship will find that there have been prevarications somewhere. 

As to the other revelations of Mr. Palgrave to Dr. Beke, it is quite obvious that 
Dr. Beke could not relate what he did not know anything about, until Mr. Palgrave told him. 

W hether they are true or not, it is not for me to say; but one thing is certain, they are 
not very creditable. 

Begging your Lordship’s excuse for troubling you with this, I remain, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES H. PURDAY. 


No. 18. 

Mr. Layard to Count de Moynier. 

M. le Comte, Foreign Office, February 28, 1866. 

I HAY E laid before the Earl of Clarendon your letter of the 22nd instant, offering to 
proceed to Abyssinia with one hundred men, in order to release the British subjects now 
detained in captivity in that country; and I am desired by his Lordship to thank you for 

your offer of services, of which, however, his Lordship does not consider it advisable to 
avail himself. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No. 19. 

Mr. Handcock to Earl Russell.—(Received March 7.) 

My Lord, 27, Holford Square, Pentonville, March 3, 1866. 

MAY I venture to entreat your Lordship to take some prompt measure on behalf of 
our poor fellow-countrymen in Abyssinia? Common humanity seems to demand that your 
Lordship should be fully alive to the public feeling on this point, and that something should 

be done for them, however culpable, if they are culpable, to release them from this terrible 
bondage, worse than death. 

Y r our obedient servant, 

(Signed) R. HANDCOCK. 


No. 20. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, March 8, 1866. 

1 HAVE received news from Rassam, dated December 28th. On the 26th he 
received letters from 11 is Majesty, inviting him to his Court: an escort sent to meet him 
near the frontier, and every facility afforded for the journey. He intended to start on the 
28th, and expected to meet the King, near Lake Dambea, before January 10th. He 

considers matters more promising, and the messengers give great hopes of the success of 
the mission. 
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No. 21. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—{Received March 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, March 16, 1866. 

FURTHER intelligence just received from Rassam, via Aden. The mission was at 
Bulrooha, about fifty miles west of Gondar, on the 4tli of January. They had been treated 
most civilly by the Chiefs of the districts they had passed through, since leaving Matemma. 
News from prisoners to the 27th of December. 


No. 22. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon .—( Received March 26.) 

(No. 27.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 8, 1866. 

" I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship the copy of a letter from 
Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, Political Resident at Aden, dated Matemma, 
27th December, 1865, which reached me through the Prussian Consul-General this 
morning, and which incloses copies of letters received from the King of Abyssinia, inviting 

Mr. Rassam to proceed to Debra Tabor. 

Mr. Rassam intended leaving Matemma on the 28th December, and expected to meet 

His Majesty near the Lake Dambea, before the 10th January. 

There appears from the courteous tone of the King’s letters to Mr. Rassam, reason 
to hope that the mission of that gentleman may be successful, and that the captives will 

have, ere this, been liberated. 

T have &c 

|fi * (Signed) ’ EDWD. STANTON. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 22. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

§j r Matemma, December 27, 1865. 

MY letters of the 5th ultimo, and of the 1st and 13th instant, which I forwarded to 
you, via Kassala and Massowah, on the 14th of this month, will explain to you how r far I 
had progressed with my mission up to the date of the last letter. I have now the honor 
to report, for the information of the Government, that I received yesterday two letters 
from Kin°- Theodorus, a translation of which l send herewith inclosed. 

2. Both letters, which are written in Arabic, are most civil and friendly. The one of 
the latest date which he sent as an apologv for having omitted to affix his name and seal 
to the former letters, is quite perfect as regards the Royal seal and name. 

3 . It took the messengers I sent from here on the 22nd ultimo, fifteen days to reach 
the King in Godjam ; and no sooner did His Majesty receive my letter than he ordered 
letters to be written to the different rulers on the way between Matemma and Debra 
Tabor, to afford me and my party every assistance in their power, and to provide us 
with carriage and provisions, free of expense, through the whole route. He also ordered 
three of his officers, with the rank of “ Basha,” and decorated with the Royal shirt, to 
come with a large escort to meet us at YVahuee (the first village on the border of Abys¬ 
sinia, two days’ journey hence), for the purpose of conducting us to his Court. The 
Kine; himself would meet me near the lake in Dambea on my way there, w'here he pur¬ 
poses to have a private conference with me regarding the object of my mission. 

4 . As His Majesty thought that he should like to remain at Debra Tabot during 
our stay in Abyssinia (Gondar being now' in a ruined state), he has written both to the 
authorities and to the Europeans there, to prepare everything for us which might conduce 

to our comfort. . . , „ , 

5 . The messengers give great hopes as to the success of our mission ; ana irom the 

munificent way he has treated the whole (seven in number), the aspect of matters looks 
more cheering. He dressed them all handsomely, and presented each of them with a tine 

mule. , , . i, 

G. It is currently rumoured that the King had been heard to say that he would tiy 
the European prisoners again in my presence, and that he intended to constitute me a 
judge between him and them on the charge of treason. 
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7. The messenger whom I had last sent from Massowah, conveying to the King 
the report of my departure thence for Matemma on the 15th of October, did not reach 
His Majesty, on account of the disturbances on the road, until the 8th instant, or a day 
after he received my letter addressed to him from this place. In this case, the King did 
not know that I had left Massowah until he had heard of my arrival here ; consequently, 
he lost no time in acting up to his promise of sending me an escort to take me up to 
him. 

8 . The King has also written to the Chief of Matemma to provide us with 
carriage and other necessaries as far as Wahuee, where the Royal guard would be 
awaiting us. The required camels have already been engaged, and we purpose to leave 
to-morrow afternoon for Abyssinia, and hope to meet His Majesty before 10th of next 
month. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 22. 

King Theodore to Mr. Rassam. 

(Translation.) 

In the name of the Father, of the Son. and of the Holy Ghost, one God, praise be to 
Him for ever, Amen. 

To the beloved and noble Hormuzd Rassam. 

AFTER offering to you salutations, and asking after your good health, we praise 
God abundantly that we are well and in the best of health. We inform you that we have 
received you note dated the 22nd November, and understood it to the letter, and we 
thanked the Creator for your friendship. Now, oh beloved, we have explained to you 
that the omission of our name to this letter has been occasioned by the people whom 
I used to love, and who used to sit on my bed [i.e., at my board], but who had reviled 
us. This is the obstacle which we mentioned to you while you were at Massowah. 
Now seeing that God has brought you safely to these parts, we have sent peremptory 
orders to the Governors in the neighbourhood of Tchelga for receiving you, and 
bringing you towards us. 

Regarding the servants (messengers) who came to us while you were at 
Massowah, they got sick, and we found one of them, named Mohammed, not indis¬ 
posed ; him we send to you according to your desire.* We have ordered the said 
Mohammed, if they (his companions) are recovered to take them with him. May you 
remain preserved! 

The first of Nahsas (a.h.) 1282, December 8th, 1865. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 22. 

King Theodore to Mr. Rassam. 

(Translation.) 

In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, one God, praise be to 
Him eternally. 

From the King of Kings of Abyssinia, King Theodorus, to the beloved and 
true friend Hormuzd Rassam, First Governor of Aden. 

AFTER offering you abundance of salutations, and presenting you with compli¬ 
ments, (we offer) to the Most High God abundant thanks. What necessitated the 
writing this, oh dear one, is that we wrote to you formerly a number of letters, not 
containing the name and seal, on account of what had taken place on the part of 
insolent people, who outraged God, and (the one) whom He had made ruler, and we 
do not know nor understand whether these people are Jews or heathens, who do not 
know God. When we saw in this matter [ five words obscure], we find it necessary 
to affix for you our name and seal, and we have placed the name and the Royal seal 
because, if these wicked men have reviled us, you, oh beloved, what evil have you 
done to us! Now we send you our name and our seal by your servants, in order that 
every time we might not act amiss as formerly. Salam. 

Written on Monday the 4th of Nahsas, (a.h.) 1282, 11th December 1865. 


# I had asked the mesenger who carried my letter to come himself to me when the escort was sent.- 
H. Rassam. 
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No. 23. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 27.) 

(No. 31.) 

My Lord, Cairo , March 16, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship the accompanying 
despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, with its inclosures, which reached me this 
morning, and which contains the further intelligence from Mr. Rassam referred to in my 
telegram to your Lordship of this day. 

(Signed 1 ) ^ & EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 23. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon. 

My Lord, Aden, March 3, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra ’’ 
returned from Massowah this day, bringing intelligence from the captives up to the 
27th December, and from Mr. Rassam up to the 4th January. 

2 . Copies of the letters received from Captain Cameron are forwarded herewith. It 
will be seen from them that though all had suffered greatly from influenza, and Mr. Rosen¬ 
thal’s child had died since last accounts, they were at the time of writing in fair health, and 
as well as could be expected under the circumstances. They were anxiously looking for 
intelligence regarding Mr. Rassam’s mission, of which they knew nothing beyond 
the reports of his having left the coast for up country. The money, 300 dollars, 
which Captain Cameron asks to be sent to Massowah on Mr. BardeTs account was 
forwarded by me in Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra.’’ There would be no use attempting to 
send any more money direct to Captain Cameron for his use and that of the other captives, 
as long ere this I hope Mr. Rassam, who is well supplied with funds, will at least have 
communicated with them, if not have effected their release. 

3. A copy of a letter from Mr. Flad, at Gaffat, is also appended. It is dated 28th 
December and 1st January, and in it he states “ twice I have sent money up to the fortress 
to Captain Cameron, &c., so that they are well supplied for some time to come.” All the 
letters were much damaged by wet, so that the writing in some parts was quite illegible. 

4 . I am glad to be able to give excellent reports of Mr. Rassam’s successful progress: 
as I expected, he had only to push on and reach Matemma to find everything smooth 
before him. He appears to have arrived at that place on the 21st December. He there 
received a most friendly and courteous letter from the Emperor, who to do proper honour 
to the mission had sent three officers of rank, with a strong guard, to escort it to the 
Court. The Emperor himself was in Godjam chastising the rebels there, but he intended 
to come and meet Mr. Rassam near the Lake Tsana, as the latter passed through Dendrea 
on his way to Debra Tabor. The Emperor would leave it to Mr. Rassam’s option to reside 
either at Debra Tabor or Korata during his stay in Abyssinia, and orders had been sent to 
both those places to make arrangements for the proper reception and for the wants of the 
mission; while all the people between Matemma and Debra Tabor w-ere directed to 
provide the partv with everything required, whether in the shape of provisions, carriage, 
or aught else. All the messengers Mr. Rassam lvad sent to the Emperor had been given 
dresses of honour and other presents. On the 4th January the mission was at Bolwoha, 
between Wohnee and Tchulza, and only about fifty miles west of Gondar, expecting to 
move on that afternoon. They had been treated most civilly by the heads of the districts 
they had passed through since leaving Matemma. 

5 . The Emperor seems quite to have changed his tactics, and the best results may 
soon, 1 think, be confidentially expected, though from the dilatory habits of the people of 
the country some time may yet elapse before the object of the mission will be quite com¬ 
pleted. Mr. Flad mentions in his letter that the Europeans at Gaffat (the King’s artizans) 
bad received two letters from His Majesty, saying that an English Ambassador, who came 
to seek his friendship, was on the road, and after he had met him he would send him to 
Gaffat. He had also ordered them to receive him with all honour due to his rank. Every¬ 
body, the Europeans and Abyssinians, conclude that His Majesty is inclined to settle the 
business on which Mr. Rassam was sent. 

6 . M. Munzinger, Acting British Consul at Massowah, informs me that on the 
13th February he had forwarded by native boat copies of all the letters now received in 
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original by the “ Lyra,” also a despatch from Mr. Rassam to me. These have not yet 
reached me, but probably will in a day or so. He also said he does not expect any more 
letters before the middle of March. The “ Victoria ” will be sent to Massowah on the 
15th, by which time I hope further good tidings will have arrived. 

7. Dr. Beke was still at Massowah when the “ Lyra ” left on the 27th ultimo, but he 
proposed starting in a day or two, and going about thirty miles inland. He has sent no 
official reply to my despatch requesting him to delay his attempt to enter Abyssinia until 
something definite was known of the success or otherwise of Mr. Rassam’s mission ; but 
in a semi-official note he informs me that he had already notified his arrival to the Emperor, 
and his intention to proceed to his Court as quickly as possible. His letter was despatched 
on the 30th January, and with it a copy of a petition from the relatives of the captives, 
written in Amharic and English, praying for mercy to the unfortunate prisoners. At the 
earliest, that letter would not reach the Emperor before the middle of February. By that 
time, I trust, Mr. Rassam will have been sufficiently long with the King to render the 
chances of any ill-effects resulting from the apparently double and different missions being 
less than if he had not joined His Majesty; and having delivered Her Majesty s letter to 
King Theodorus, the latter would be more disposed to understand the real nature and 
object of Dr. Beke’s proceedings. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 23. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 

My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison, December 11, 1865. 

I HA\ E received your note by Henry Adam’s man ; be has been four months on the 
road, and was lightened of the paper, &c., by rebels. 

There is no news here, except that half of us are laid up with influenza; and that 
poor Mrs. Rosenthal’s son has gone at last, after being a constant sufferer in one shape or 
another almost since his birth. 

Mrs. Rosenthal is enceinte. God alone knows what the rest of all this misery 
will be. 

"W e are all pretty quiet again among ourselves—the best of all things ; but there are 
times when the position is horrible. The nerves, and consequently the temper, give way in 
spite of ourselves. I am anxiously looking out for money. 

I have borrowed 20 dollars already, which I cannot pay. 

The Bishop has no money lend us at present. 

I send two letters, one for Dr. Beke, the other for Herstlet. Remember me most 
kindly to de~r Playfair and Badger if you are writing that way, and pray thank General 
C'oghlan tor a letter he has been kind enough to write to my people, and believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 23. 
Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 


My deer Rassam, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, December 18, 1865. 

I MERELY send you a few lines to say that we are all still alive, though suffering. 
There is a nasty epidemic prevailing, a sort of influenza, and Stern, myself, Rosenthal, 
Mrs. Rosenthal, Kerens, and Mr. Bardel have all been stricken with it. We are none of 
us too strong, I am sorry to say ; it is all well as long as we are not touched by disease, 
but there is not one ot us who can stand the slightest illness. Mrs. Rosenthal was confined 
last night, and has brought a little girl into this miserable society of ours. You might 
write the ne^s to the Jews’ Society. I wish you would arrange to have a few hundred 
dollars at my disposal, on my private account * * * 

You can arrange it kindly. Send Mr. Flad 20 dollars for Mr. Kerens. Excuse me troubling 
you about this, but my people will soon be clamouring for advances on wages. I have 
written to Herstlet about it, also about having all money sent put, if possible, to my 
private account. 

****** [illegible] 
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not forget to be remembered to dear Playfair and his wife, and also to Mr. Badger, tor 
whose kindness to my mother I am truly grateful. F. at G. will, I suppose, tell you the 
news. Good bye. 

Yours ever, 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 23. 
Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam. 


My dear Rassam, Magdala Prison, Abyssinia, December 27, 1865. 

YOUR letter by Badge Adam’s man, written before you had heard from the King, 
came to hand some time back ; 1 have acknowledged it; that by Waldoo only reached me 
three days ago. Waldoo has brought me 100 dollars. 

His companion has dropped on the coast sick, 1 have arranged with D. M. to send for 

him after a few days. He has the other 100 dollars with him. 

About bills mentioned in the letter to Mr. F. of G. which he has sent me, I have 
drawn four bills on you; one for the prisoners Thillee and Ellslee, my people, but separate 
from me, and at present prisoners at large at Gaffat; this, l believe, was quite legitimate, 
as I was unable to forward them money from here. Then there have been two sent in 
favour of Bardel, one for 100 dollars, one for 300 dollars, the latter to be paid into 

Delmonte’s hands. 

As I have never explained myself quite clearly in regard to Bardel, I may tell you that 
he was imprisoned by the King on the charge of having made mischief between His 
Majesty and the other Europeans, ourselves included. 

Flad has written to him since his arrival here to this effect, “ I have heard from good 
authority that you have been the cause of all our misfortunes.” Hereafter the King may 
actually throw "much of the blame of what has occurred on his shoulders. 

Under these circumstances, as I owed him nearly 1,000 dollars, I have been careful 
not to advance him money, except on his private account, which money, however, I have 
taken provisionally from what you sent. The bill for 100 dollars, also on my private 
account, has been intended to keep him going for the present, without mixing him up with 

us, who are prisoners on quite different grounds. 

That for 300 dollars w r as intended for his future support, in the event ot his being 

retained in the country by the stern will of the King (who you may be assured will follow' 
his own way in that and all other matters) after our affairs are settled either one way or the 
other. It was better, I think, to give you an opportunity of settling this matter on my 
private account, if possible, while you were out of the country, as, once in, you may have 
difficulty in obtaining funds on a large scale, in the event of matters being proscrasti- 

nated. 

The fellow must be paid in some way or other; I cannot leave him to starve while I 
am in his debt, nor in decency could you ; especially as the money was lent me—was 
given at a moment when I had not a sous, and great part of it was expended in bribery 
before Stern’s trial, and so was in some sort of political service to me. My object, in 
short, in dealing with him thus has been to prevent him fixing himself on the British 

Government in the face of the charges against him. 

It is all very well to divide a little sugar and rice upon perfectly equal terms, but when 
it comes to hundreds of dollars would you or 1 be justified in putting him on the same 
footing as the other prisoners as an object of British sympathy and support as long as he 
has means of his own in the shape of a large debt due by me. So much for this: the 
fourth bill was to enable my people to spend a little money in their own way in curiosities, 
or to meet such debts as meu will run up in spite of surveillance, without troubling me 

about the details. 

I asked you to advance it as a favour and if you could always, supposing that as w r e 
were both in the pay of the Foreign Office it would not inconvenience you, especially as I 
believed that you were in plentiful funds. 

Never use the word “ demand ” again, dear Rassam, either to me or others. What 
demand have I a right to make on you ? Enough ; both of us may have troubles enough 
before we get out of this country, so as, thanks to your good management, we have had 
enough to keep us plentifully supplied with food, and there is, Heaven knows, plenty of 
money to the fore, there is no use in worrying either you or myself further about these 
matters at least for the present. I see that our friends, the missionaries, are putting on 
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their armour to break lances, after the most approved missionary fashion, across one 
another’s backs and faces. “ Tantae ne animis cselestibus irae.” 

I have always felt in this country like Daniel in the lions’ den, only at present the lions 
are uppermost. You are evidently not a man to need advice from myself or anyone else; 
all I can do is to hope and pray that all may end well. 

I am not over well; but God be with you, dear Rassam, and with kind regards to 
your companions, and the kindest, when you write that way, to Mr. Badger and Playfair 
and Mrs. Playfair, believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 23. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Sir, Gaff at, December 28, 1865. 

ALREADY, a week ago, I had intended to send to you Gebree Michael; but just 
when he was on the spot to leave news reached us that you had already passed Alafa, on 
your road to the King, and we were fully convinced that you would be here next week ; 
but yesterday evening when Fanta arrived, we learned that we were disappointed. How¬ 
ever, I hope that you have now the not . . . left behind you. 

The 400 dollars you had the kindness to send by my servants I have received. Twice 
I have sent money up to the fortress to Captain Cameron, &c., so that they are supplied for 
some to come. From the inclosed notes of Captain Cameron, you will learn the condition 
of our suffering friends in Magdala. 

We were very much grieved to hear of the death of Mr. Rosenthal’s child ; but the 
poor fellow was a sufferer from the very beginning: he died on the 8th of this month. 
On the 17th, Mrs. Rosenthal was delivered of a little daughter; both she and the child 
are well. 

The Europeans at Gaffat (the King’s artisans) received two letters from His Majesty, 
in which he says that an English Ambassador, who came to seek his friendship, is on the 
coast, and after he has met him he will send him to Gaffat. He also ordered them to 
receive you with all honours due to your rank. Everybody, the Europeans and Abyssinians, 
conclude that His Majesty is inclined to settle the business you came for; yet one can 
never get to the bottom of this man's character, but of course we hope for the best, 
and trust that God will bless your self-denying efforts. 

As 1 hope to have the honour of meeting you soon, I postpone everything that I 
should have to say about the Europeans here; you will find yourself that they are persons 
mixed up together of a very different caste. I do not know anything else which I should 
have to say for the present besides what 1 have recommended in my letter from 
August. 

I and Mrs. Flad feel so grateful for your continual kindness towards us, that we 
. . . . nothing to complain of ... . present. The only thing .... 

would beg of you no . . . that after you leave .... in liberating our unf . . 

friends you would bri.your influence in our behalf too, as it is our most 

fervent wish to get out of this country. On the 17th of this month, Suma, the 
servant of the Consul, arrived here, the stores he had left at Gondar, because they 
demanded 11 dollars toll of him. I myself spoke to the Nigad Ras of Gondar . . . 

giving him a present of two shirts, and promising to give him some gunpowder. I got the 
things here without paying the 11 dollars. Suma says that he received from you 
100 dollars; his expenses from Massowali to Gondar amounted to 75 dollars. AsTantoo 
Mershee, the merchant to whom you had intrusted him gave me the account, the remain¬ 
ing 25 dollars he handed me over, which I shall send to Captain Cameron. Waldoo also 
and his companions whom you had sent with money, have not yet arrived at Magdala. 

Captain Cameron sent .... letter from .... dated 22nd of July, in 

which .... state that on the 25th of June.had sent the sum of 

800 dollars ... . Mr. Eipperle, at Matemma. The . . sul wished me to 
send down .... it but .... nor Mr. Eipperle have mentioned anything 
about it. Mr. Schniapee thanks you for your kind remembrances, and begs to say, that 
he hopes he will soon have the honour of seeing you here. 

(Signed) F. M. FLAD. 

P.S.—1st January, 1866.—1 kept Tanta here till now, in the hope of giving you some 
. . . . news of our friends on the fortress, as I have sent some messengers a fortnight 
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ago ; but they have not arrived, and I deem it better to send him now as you may want 
him on the road. 

Report says that the King had sent a friendly letter to the English prisoners on the 
fortress; as soon as I hear of them I shall send to you. I send you some potatoes by 
Tanta. May the Lord lead you safely hither and protect you, and prosper your efforts 
in this new year, is the sincere wish of your’s, very respectfully. 

F. M. F. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 23. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam. 

Dear Sir, Gaffat, January 3, 1866, 1 p.m. 

JUST now my messenger arrived from Magdala, with the inclosed letters from 
Captain Cameron. I hasten to forward them ; perhaps the man may reach Tanta on the 
road. The report that His Majesty Theodorus has sent a friendly letter to the English 
prisoners at Magdala, has proved to be a gigantic lie. 

In case you are called to the King from Tshelga, please to let the bearer of this 
return, in order that we might hear something about you. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) F. M. FLAD. 


No. 24. 

Colonel Stanton to Earl Russell.—(Received April 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, April 5, 1866. 

I HAVE received the following despatch from Colonel Merewether, dated 28th March, 
before transmission to your Lordship :— 

“ ‘ Victoria’ just arrived from Massowali, bringing tidings from Rassam, dated 
7th February. He had been received in the best possible manner by the Emperor and 
feudal houses, after first interview the King ordered the release of all the European 
prisoners, including the missionaries and Frenchmen, all to be delivered to Rassam, at 
Debra Tabor, to take with him out of Abyssinia, date of leaving which last place would be 
about the end of March. 

“ Emperor addressed a most polite and satisfactory letter to Her Majesty. He is said 
to be gaining head against the rebels.” 


No. 25. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, March 27, 1866. 

1 HAVE received the following intelligence from Her Majesty’s Consul at Suez. 

Beke writes from Massowali, 12th February. 

Rassam has joined Emperor and been well received. He asked for Cameron’s release, 

Emperor replied he has nothing against the Consul, and would have let him free long ago 
only he will not go without the others. Matters were to be further discussed quietly at 

Debra Tabor. 


No. 26. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 6.) 

(No. 37.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 27, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship the accompanying despatch from 
Colonel Merewether, with its inclosures, that has just reached me by the Bombay mail. 

With the exception of Mr. Rassam's private letter to Colonel Merewether, reporting 
his progress in Abyssinia, which appears most satisfactory, the inclosures contained in 
Colonel Merewether’s despatch have already been forwarded to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 26. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, March 17, 1866. 

THE letters alluded to in paragraph 6 of my despatch of the 3rd instant, as having 
been sent from Massowah by native boat, only arrived to-day; the vessel was delayed by 
bad weather, and contrary winds; I have the honour to forward herewith copies of the 
different documents received by her. 

2. They are of more importance than I expected they would be, and I regret to say 
tell of most unfortunate dissensions amongst the captives themselves, which may lead to 
difficulties, and injuriously affect Mr. Rassam’s efforts for their release. It is true, the 
intelligence is of old date, and the later news transmitted by me on the 3rd instant, said no 
more about the quarrels, it may be hoped therefore matters have improved, and will remain 
so until Mr. Rassam joins the King, and has the advantage of direct personal communi¬ 
cation with His Majesty. 

3. Mr. Rassam’s progress is most promising, and the tone of the King’s letters most 
auspicious, while the instructions issued by the King, and the manner in which the mission 
has been treated after entering Abyssinia, are everything that could be wished. The 
latest official communication is dated the 27th December, but I have a private letter giving 
account of the movement of the mission up to the 11th January, when it was only twenty 
miles from Gondar; extracts from this letter are appended for your Lordship’s information. 

4. As regards Mr. Rassam’s and Captain Cameron’s remarks on the pecuniary 
transactions between them, I instructed the former to charge to Her Majesty’s Government 
all disbursements made by him, whether to Captain Cameron or to any one else; any 
monies sent up to the captives were intended for the benefit of the whole, and to be distri¬ 
buted by Captain Cameron as he found best. When the captives have been safely 
extricated from their present position and got out of the country, the total amount expended 
can be adjusted, in any manner Her Majesty’s Government may be pleased to decide. 
Much more than Mr. Rassam is likely to use would be well spent if it bring about that 
fortunate result. 

5. By this mail I send 1,000 German crowns to Colonel Stanton to meet the bill 
drawn by Mr. Rassam. and I shall ask the former to, if possible, make an arrangement 
through the Egyptian Government, that any further bills Mr. Rassam may have to draw, 
maybe cashed at anyplace where treasure may be, belonging to the Egyptian Government, 
and I will at once on receiving advice of the drafts being issued, or presented in Egvpt, 
remit the equivalent to Colonel Stanton. The 500 dollars alluded to, and which I asked 
SirR. Colquhoun to send to Matemma, were returned from Khartoum, their safe despatch 
to their destination not having been found feasible. It is of the utmost importance that 
Mr. Rassam should be well provided with funds, and I trust that the arrangements will 
meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 26. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, November 27, 1865 

[See Inclosure 1 in No. 16.1 


Inclosure 3 in No. 26. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, December 1, 1865 

[See Inclosure 2 in No. 16.] 


Inclosure 4 in No. 26. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam, November 16, 1865 

[See Inclosure 3 in No. 16.] 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 26. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam, October 10, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 4 in No. 16.] 


Inclosure 6 in No. 26. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam, October 16, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 5 in No. 16.] 


Inclosuee 7 in No. 26. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam, October 1/, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 6 in No. 16.] 


• 0 k. A 


Inclosure 8 in No. 26. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Hertslet, October 16, 

[See Inclosure 7 in No. 16.] 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 26. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, December 15, 1865 

[See Inclosure 8 in No. 16.) 


Inclosure 10 in No. 26. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam, August 1, 1865. 
[See Inclosure 9 in No. 16.] 


Inclosure 11 in No. 26. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam, August 21, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 10 in No. 16.] 

Inclosure 12 in No. 26. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam, July 8, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 11 in No. 16.] 

Inclosure 13 in No. 26. 

Mr. Stern to Mr. Rassam, July 9, 1865 
[See Inclosure 12 in No. 16.] 

Inclosure 14 in No. 26. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether, December 27, 1865 

[See Inclosure 1 in No. 22.] 


Inclosure 15 in. No. 26. 

King Theodore to Mr. Rassam, December 8, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 2 in No. 22.] 

Inclosure 16 in No. 26. 

King Theodore to Mr. Rassam, December 11, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 3 in No. 22.] 
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Inclosure 17 in No. 26. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 


Balcoalen, about 50 miles to the north-north-west of Gondar, 
My dear Colonel, between Walence and Chulga, January 1, 1866. 

I DO hope that the new year will be more propitious to me, my party, and the 
prisoners than last year ; and from the turn the Abyssinian difficulty has taken lately, I 
lave no doubt that our trouble will soon be compensated by the release of our captives. 

The inclosed official letter (which I have been obliged to write on thin paper, on 
account of the difficulty there is in sending any communication to the sea coast for fear of 
rebels and others) will give you in detail what had taken place lately, and I doubt not that 
you will be extremely pleased at the way the King has been treating me even before he 
saw me. His letters could not have been more civil and friendly, nor the orders which he 
has sent to all the districts through which we have to pass, for our good reception and 
entertainment, could be more gratifying. He has sent three high officials to escort us 
from the border of Abyssinia to his Court, and he actually sent for the messenger I sent to 
him from Massowah, and told him that he would hold them responsible for getting us 
everything, even to the fowls and eggs. He told them that they were to act on his part as 
well as mine, and they were to obtain for us everything that could be got. In a letter 
which he forwarded to the Shebele of Matemma and Galabat, he spoke in gratifying terms 
of me, and said “ a beloved friend of mine named Hormuzd Rassam, an Englishman, is at 
present with you at Matemma; you are to convey him safely to the district of Cludga, 
where he will be received by our people, as he is our beloved.” Although the old Chief 
was extremely kind at first before he heard from the King about us, this letter made him 
doubly so, and he immediately got us camels and sent us to Walmee (the first Abyssinian 
district), which place we reached on the morning of the 30th ultimo, two days from 
Matemma. At that place the Royal Guard was to be awaiting us, but on our arrival there, 
two messengers came and informed me, on the part of the Chiefs of the escort, that they 
had been obliged to go after the rebels with their party as they had heard that Tinsoo 
Gobagai had heard of my mission to the King, and had sent a large force to intercept my 
movements, and carry us all to their Chiefs with all our things. 

This movement of the King's officers stopped the progress of the rebels at once, other¬ 
wise we might have been by this time prisoners in the hands of the arch rebel Walhiat. 

The officers who are call Bashas sent orders at the same time to the Chief of Walmee 
to send us to this spot, where we are to remain till they return from their expedition, 
as they said Walmee was a very dirty place (they could not have said a truer word), and 
Balwaha was in the neighbourhood of nice villages, and where we have good water and 
shelter in the wood on the bank of the stream called by the same name as the spot. 

We left Walmee yesterday afternoon and reached here at sunset; and I must confess 
that this place is far more pleasant to stay in for a few days than the last village we last 
left. On our arrival here we found two “ Shooms ” (Chiefs of villages) awaiting us with a 
bullock, bread for all our party, milk, eggs, fowls, and beer, which they had brought to us 
on the part of their Sovereign ; of course as long as we remain here and Abyssinia we shall 
be his guests, and the authorities have to provide us with all eatables and carriage. I dare 
not offer to pay for what 1 get as I am told that by doing so I offend the Emperor, which 
of course I would not do. Although we are all esteemed Royal guests, money is spent 
faster in making presents than if I had paid for everything I got, and 1 only w r ish 1 had 
brought some more money with me. As I managed to obtain funds from a German 
missionary at Matemma (partly ready money, and partly to be paid to me hereafter) I was 
obliged to draw on the Consul-General in Egypt for 1,000 German crowns, as I could not 
manage to get any one to accept a bill on Aden. If you will be writing to Colonel Stanton, 
kindly ask him to honour mv order and draw on you for the amount; or if you can 
manage it, it would be better if you could get the Peninsular and Oriental Agent at Aden 
to accept the bill for 1,000 German crowns, and write to the Superintendent of his Company 
at Alexandria to cash it. I have written to Colonel Stanton and asked him to settle the 
draft with you as I do not like to complicate my accounts by drawing on the Foreign Office. 

1 have sent a copy of the inclosed despatch to Colonel Stanton by a courier to Khar- 
toom, as I was not certain that 1 should ever be able to send you the original, and if I sent 
it whether it would reach you safely. One of my old messengers to the Rajah has under¬ 
taken to convey it to Massowah, and I intend to dispatch him from Chulga on my arrival 
there ; of course the thing will be done in secret. 1 hope it will not be long before I am 
able to write to you openly. Your kind letter of the 10th November reached me at 
Matemma on the 18th ultimo. Many thanks for it, and for all the notes you kindly 


inclosed. They reached me from Massowah in thirty-three days at Kassala. The autho¬ 
rities took charge of the packet and sent it on to Kedarif by a Government courier, and 
thence it was brought to me by the Bashi-bazooks. 

On the 14th of last month I sent you vid Kassala and Massowah, a large packet of 
letters containing no end of news, official and private, and I hope that before the end of 
this month it would reach you safely; indeed if the agents I wrote to will attend to my 
instructions, and tbe “ Victoria ” will arrive at Massowah in time to receive the packet, it 
might reach you about the middle of this month. 

I have sent copies of all my official letters to you to Eygpt in case the originals may 
delay or be lost on the road. Can you believe it, that great liar, the messenger, who 
reported twice the release of Cameron, on account of the letter be brought me again from 
the King, and for the sake of his relative Samuel ; he is certainly very useful, and has the 
cheek of his Satanic Majesty. I taxed him the other day with the deception he played 
upon me, and his cool answer was that he wished to please me, and that as’ he had heard 
that the Emperor was going to release Cameron immediately, he thought he might just as 
well be the first person to inform me of the good tidings. “ Had the report been bad,” 
said he, “ I would not have dared to utter it.” Did you ever hear of such cool confession ? 
You will perceive that the King mentions him in his letter to me. He is called Mahomed 
Salcannee, the brother of Samuel. 1 did not employ again after the first time. 1 have 
received two notes—one from Samuel, and the other from the King’s Arabic scribes—they 
both say that their master is pleased with me, and doubted not that he would treat me 
well. The sun is as powerful as ever, but I am told that as soon as we pass Chulga (in 
two days’ journey hence) we shall not feel its heat any longer; how pleasant it will be! 
We are all, thank God, quite well, and, with the exception of some of our servants having 
suffered for a short time from fever, every one of my party is in perfect health. 

4th January. —The officers whom the King had sent to escort us made their appear¬ 
ance in the afternoon, they presented themselves to me as soon as they arrived, decorated 
with the Royal shirt. They were extremely civil, and would not sit down in my presence 
until I asked them to do so. They expressed themselves in very gratifying terms on the 
part of their Sovereign for my safe arrival to these parts ; they told me they had sent 
agents all over the country to colleet men and beasts of burden for removing us to the 
King’s Court, and they expected them back to-morrow. I shall be glad when I know 
that I am in the King’s camp. I am getting quite sick of this constant delay. 

11 /A.—Saraba, near Chulga, about twenty miles from Gondar.—We have had no end 
of delays since we left Balwaka on the 7th, the difficulty has been in procuring men and 
beasts of burden to transport our luggage, which in this country is done by the King as I 
am a Royal guest. I proposed to the Chief, whom the King sent to escort me to him, 
that Blanc Prideaux and S. might push on with our light kit, and the rest of our baggage 
could follow, but they would not listen to such an expedient, as they said they would not 
dare to do such a thing, as they knew it would displease His Majesty. I am told, however, 
that we shall be at the Lake in three days, and consequently we shall meet His Majesty 
two days afterwards; nothing could exceed the civility and attention which has been 
shown to me by His Majesty’s loyal subjects ever since I left Walmee, and as for the 
Bashas itwo of whom are brothers of Dejaj Hailo, the Commandant of the Magdala 
garrison, they are over courteous and condescending. I am told that their master had 
ordered them to honour and respect me as if I was himself; wherever we go we are 
supplied with bread, cows, milk, fowls, eggs, honey, food for our animals, and beer or 
meat. Yesterday we ascended this plateau which is, I think, above 8,000 feet above the 
level of the sea: the climate is most delicious, and, barring the rain, it is not unlike the 
English spring. 1 tried the heat of the sun yesterday at 2 p.m., and found it not higher 
than 83 degrees. The nights are intensely cold. 1 hope it will not be long before I shall 
have the felicity of sending you good and cheering tidings regarding the duty on which 1 
have been sent. 

Yours &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 

I have received letters from Cameron, which I send by a different messenger. 

















No. 27. 






Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received April 13.) 


(Confidential.) India Office, April 11, 1866. 

MR. MERIVALE presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and begs to forward 
copies of papers recently received from Her Majesty’s Political Resident at Aden, respecting 
the captives in Abyssinia. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 27. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Earl de Grey and Ripon. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord. Aden, March 3, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra ” re¬ 
turned from Massowah this day, bringing intelligence from the captives up to the 27th 
December, and from Mr. Rassam up to the 4th January. 

2. Copies of the letters received from Captain Cameron are forwarded herewith. It 
will be seen from them that though all had suffered greatly from influenza, and Mr. Rosen¬ 
thal’s child had died since last accounts, they were, at the time of writing, in fair health, 
and as well as could be expected under the circumstances. They were anxiously looking 
for intelligence regarding Mr. Rassam’s mission, of which they knew nothing beyond the 
reports of his having left the coast for up country. The money, 300 dollars, 
which Captain Cameron asks to be sent to Massowah on M. Bardel’s account, was for¬ 
warded by me in Her Majesty’s ship “ Lyra.” There would be no use attempting to send 
any more money direct to Captain Cameron for his use and that of the other prisoners, as 
long ere this I hope Mr. Rassam, who is well supplied with funds, will at least have com¬ 
municated with them, if not have effected their release. 

3. Copy of a letter from Mr. Flad, at Gaffat, is also appended. It is dated 28th 
December, and 1st January, and in it he states “ twice I have sent money up to the fortress 
to Captain Cameron, &c., so that they are w r ell supplied for some time to come.” All 
the letters were much damaged by wet, so that the writing in some parts was quite 
illegible. 

4. I am glad to be able to give excellent reports of Mr. Rassam’s successful progress 
—as 1 expected, he had only to push on and reach Matemma to find everything smooth 
before him. He appears to have arrived at that place on the 21st December. He there 
received a most friendly and courteous letter from the Emperor, who, to do proper honour 
to the mission, had sent three officers of rank with a strong guard to escort it to the Court. 
The Emperor himself w r as in Godjam chastising the rebels there, and he intended to come 
and meet Mr. Rassam near the Lake Tsana, as the latter passed through Dendrea on his 
way to Debra Tabor. The Emperor would leave it to Mr. Rassam’s option to reside either 
at Debra Tabor or Korata during his stay in Abyssinia, and orders had been sent to both 
these places to make arrangements for the wants of the mission, while all the people 
between Matemma and Debra Tabor were directed to provide the party with everything 
required, whether in the shape of provisions, carriage, or aught else. All the messengers 
Mr. Rassam had sent to the Emperor had been given dresses of honour and other pre¬ 
sents. On the 4th January the mission was at Bulwaka, between Wahnee and Tchulge, 
and only about fifty miles west of Gondar, expecting to move on that afternoon. They 
had been treated most civilly by the heads of the departments they had passed through 
since leaving Matemma. 

5. The Emperor seems quite to have changed his tactics, and the best results may 
now, I think, be confidently expected, though from the dilatory habits of the people of the 
country some time may yet elapse before the object of the mission will be quite completed. 
Mr. Flad mentions in his letter that the Europeans at Gaffat (the King’s artizans) had 
received two letters from His Majesty, saying that an English Ambassador who came to 
seek his friendship was on the road, and after he had met him he would send him to 
Gaffat. He had also ordered them to receive him with all honour due to his rank. 
Everybody, the Europeans and the Abyssinians, conclude that His Majesty is inclined to 
settle the business on which Mr. Rassam was sent. 

6 . M. Munzinger, Acting British Consul at Massowah, informs me that on the 13th 
February he had forwarded by native boat copies of all the letters now received in 
original by the “ Lyra,” also a despatch from Mr. Rassam to me. These have not yet 
reached me, but probably will in a day or so. He also says he does not expect any more 




letters before the middle of March; the “ Victoria ” will be sent to Massowah on the 15th, 

by which time I hope further good tidings will have arrived. 

7. Dr. Beke was still at Massowah when the “ Lyra ’ left on the 1/th ultimo, but he 
proposed starting in a day or two and going about thirty miles inland. He has sent no 
official reply to my despatch requesting him to delay his attempt to enter Abyssinia unti 
something definite was known of the success or otherwise of Mr. Rassam s mission. But 
in a semi-official note he informs me that he had already notified his arrival to t e 
Emperor, and his intention to proceed to his Court as quickly as possible. His letter was 
despatched on the 30th January, and with it a copy of a petition from the relatives of the 
captives written in Amharic and English, praying for mercy to the unfortunate prisoners. 
At the earliest, that letter would not reach the Emperor before the middle of February. 
By that time I trust Mr. Rassam will have been sufficiently long with the King to render 
the chances of any ill effects resulting from the apparently double and different missions 
being less than if he had not joined His Majesty, and having delivered Her Majesty s letter 
to King Theodoras, the latter would be more disposed to understand the real object and 

nature of Dr. Beke’s proceedings. 

T h'lve 

\ h (Signed) ’ W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 27. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam, December 11, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 2 in No. 23.] 


Inclosure 3 in No. 22. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam, December 18, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 3 in No. 23.] 


Inclosure 4 in No. 27. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Rassam, December 27, 1865 

[See Inclosure 4 in No. 23.] 


Inclosure 5 in No. 27. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam, December 28, 1865. 

[See Inclosure 5 in No. 23.] 


Inclosure 6 in No. 27. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Rassam, January 3, 18G6. 

[See Inclosure 6 in No. 23.] 



No. 28. 


Extracts of Private Letters received from Mr. Rassam and others. 

A FEW days ago I wrote to you a long letter, and told you how well I was received 

by the Emperor of Abyssinia. We are all now staying at Ins Court as his guests, , 

a day passes without lire showing us marked civility and attention. • 

On the 16th instant all the released prisoners were brought before him, and aft • 
charges were rea( j before the Ministers of State and nobles to different pnsoneis, hey 

S* toiU id begged Hie Majesty’s forgiveness The Emperor very gmcnous* 
pardoned them, and said that henceforth he would love them and ehow them■ th. regmd 
which he has shown me and my companions. We all had another meeting 
Majesty yesterday, and nothing could exceed his courteous and polite behaviou 
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“h my f„S.y m adS * '*** ‘° “ ° f me ’ in order «* I benefii 

jvishes to have some riLtStay! andl IZi per ? ei ™. that , he 

Thank God, we are all well, and I have no'doubt that °thm T“ " 0t have been bet,er ' 
ST friends, we shall meet e re 

Leg he, April 18, 1866. 


(Signed) 


H. RASSAM. 


-ft gxsfLt c* 

__ H. r! 

Lake Tsana , April 16, 1866. 

(Signed) C. D. CAMERON. 


to treat m3^SL^li U A^ u rB^TO72S^ , 'Sie P SS’ 1 “"‘d** 

ago I sent you an account of the handsome hospitality and reception we'hadlrw 
hands. The Emperor desires, for the sake of friendship,' that we should stay a f^w m th 

agreeable to us; and even with this circumstance we feefve^y'htppySu^rem ^ m ° re 

g l^Xu is, isk CHere foU °' 8 a *°" s list ’ 


(Signed) 


H. BLANE. 


No. 29. 

(No. 40.) C0l0nd Stant ° n t0 thC Earl ° f Clarendon -—(Received April 23.) 

My Lord, 

had the honour to forward to your Lordship byWegraph on &S&EZ ^ * 
The tenour of Colonel Merewether’s desnatrh it r!f e , t- e 1 instant - 

complete successor Mr. Rassam’s mission caiUardlv be any tonger'’a^tteTlfdo'uh? “h 

AbySI a „ b tL be tb “ lhC * been Zuf^fd SS5 “e 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 29. 

(Secret.) Lt f»tenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon. 

My Lord, 

I HAVE the honour to renm t for vn„r t , , l- , • - Aden > March 28, 1866. 
has just returned from Massowah tinlinfr," L f in ^ )I ' matl0n ’ that the “Victoria” 

dated from Sijan Muder, in South-wester All ^ UP . t0 tHe 7 ‘ h Februa O% 

given him a most magnificent recentinn • « ' b f 1Uia ’ an ^ stating that the Emperor had 

could not have been treated with greater honoured aSion aSSy fr ° m Eng ' a " d 
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A few hours after his first interview with His Majesty the latter ordered the release 
of all the European prisoners, including the missionaries and the Frenchmen, and directed 
that they should all be made over to Mr. Rassam, to take out with him from Abyssinia, 
which he hoped to leave about the end of March. 

The King sent his chamberlain to Magdala to unfetter the prisoners and to bring 
them to meet Mr. Rassam at Debra Tabor, to which place the latter and his companions 
were proceeding from the Court, then to Godjam, and where he expected to receive the 

released captives about the end of February. 

The Emperor has written a most polite letter to the Queen, which Mr. Rassam felt 
sure would please Her Majesty and the British nation. 

The Emperor had also made Mr. Rassam handsome presents, and was preparing more 

to give to the mission before leaving the country. 

The above was received at Massowah on the 18th of March ; we may therefore expect 
to hear of Mr. Rassam having actually met and received the released captives about the 
10th or 12th proximo, when the “ Victoria” will again visit Massowah. 

I have &c« 

(Signed) ’ W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 30. 

Mr. Hammond to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 26. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 26, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
No. 40 of the 9th of April, conveying the highly satisfactory information that Mr. Rassam’s 
mission had been successful, and that Captain Cameron and the other Europeans held in 

confinement by King Theodore had been released. 

Under these circumstances Mr. Palgrave’s services will no longer be required, and you 

will state to him that, as they cannot now be availed of, he is at liberty to return to 

England or to proceed elsewhere, at his own convenience. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 31. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, April 27, 1866. 

COLONEL MEREWETHER has sent me the following message for transmission to 

your Lordship, dated Aden, the 20th of April: 

“ Victoria ” arrived from Massowah ; brings no letter from Rassam, but one from 

Captain Cameron, from Magdala, dated 26th February, saying, I send you the good news 
that myself and fellow-prisoners were released from our chains yesterday, and are going to 
Gaffat to be handed over to Rassam. Everything is most friendly, there will be no further 

Messrs Stern and Rosenthal. 


No. 32, 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Pur day * 

gj[ r Foreign Office , April 28, 1866. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that his Lordship has received 
intelligence from Colonel Merewether, through Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt, 
dated April 20, to the effect that he had received a letter from Captain Cameron, dated 
Magdala, February 26, stating that he and his fellow-prisoners had been released from 
their chains on the previous day, and were about to proceed to Gaffat to be given up to 

Mr. Rassam. 

* A similar despatch was addressed to Captain Desborough. 
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Captain Cameron’s letter further reported everything as being friendly, and stated 
that Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal were not to be subject to any further trial. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 



No. 33. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. 31.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, May 4, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward the inclosed despatch from Colonel Merewether, 

dated Aden, 24th April, which has just reached me under flying seal, and which gives 

further details of the Abyssinian intelligence forwarded to your Lordship by telegraph on 
the 27th ultimo. 

This intelligence appears most satisfactory, and gives grounds for believing the whole 
of the captives have been set at liberty, and that the whole party may be expected to 
reach Massowah towards the end of May or the beginning of June. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 33. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon. 

My Lord, Aden, April 24, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report for your Lordship’s information that the “Victoria” 
returned from Massowah on the night of the 20th instant. The mail steamer from 
Bombay passed through the same night, and there was only time to send by her the 
telegram, copy of which is annexed, and which was forwarded through Colonel 
Stanton, C.B. 

2. As mentioned therein no letter had come down from Mr. Rassam; the short one 
written by Captain Cameron, from which an extract was given in the telegram communi¬ 
cating the good tidings of the actual release, was addressed to M. Munzinger, in charge of 
the British Consulate at Massowah, and sent by that gentleman to me. M. Munzinger 
further reports in a letter from Massowah, dated 16th Aoril, that an Abyssinian convert 
named Meereba Wurker, a man who had been educated in Bombay, and on whose state¬ 
ments reliance could be placed, had arrived a few days before from Korata, having quitted 
that place in the middle of March. He said that at the time he left the whole party, 
including the released prisoners, were assembled at Korata, all in good health and spirits. 
Mr. Rassam sent salutations, but did not like to write; he was verv anxious to leave, but 
the Emperor was still absent, and it was necessary they should see him before they left. 
He w r as then at Zajeh, on the south-west corner of Lake Tsana. It was stated that the 
Emperor was having valuable presents prepared for Her Majesty, and had called .together 
the best goldsmiths in Abyssinia for that purpose. 

3. It was thought that the Mission, with the released Europeans, the German 
gentlemen from Gaff at, were also at Korata, and were to be allowed to leave the country 
with the others, would not be able to start on their downward journey before the end of 
March or beginning of April. Korata is on the east side of Lake Tsana, about the middle 
of it. The party would have to pass round the head of the lake through Dumbea to 
Matemma, and so by the route followed bv Mr. Rassam in his upward journey. The 
road by Adowa was impracticable, the Province of Tigre being still much disturbed. At 
this season of the year the distance from Korata to Massowah, through Matemma 
cannot well be performed in less than two months, and as the late captives are far from 

strong, it will be June before they can reach the coast; the “Victoria” will be there in 
readiness bv the 1st June. 

•r 

4. That, however, is a mere matter of time, all difficulties have now vanished, the 
captives have been released; the Emperor was exceedingly pleased at receiving Her 
Majesty’s letter, caused the greatest consideration and attention to be paid to Mr. Rassam. 
and the Mission, and has shown himself most anxious to revive friendly communications. 

5. A man named Michael Yoriss, an Abyssinian priest, came from Massowah in the 
“Victoria.” He had been in Aden about three months before, and proffered his services 
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to obtain information, I accepted them, and have the honour now to append copy of his 
statement, giving the intelligence he has collected. 

I have, &c. 










Inclosure 2 in No. 33. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Earl of Clarendon, April 20, 1866. 

[See No. 31.] 


% 

Inclosure 3 in No. 33. 

Statement of Michael Yoriss. 

AFTER leaving Aden about three months and a-half ago in Her Majesty’s ship 
« Victoria,’’ I proceeded from Massowah through Adowa and Haurasain to Gondar, and 
thence to Darnot, when at Whendizeh, Lee Gabroo’s Town, I met Mr. Rassam and the 
mission proceeding to Daroka to meet the King, they were being very well treated by the 
people of the country, and had the King’s officials with them. Leaving Mr. Rassam, 1 
preceded him, and arrived at Daroka, Daniet, four days before him. 1 had an audience 
with the King and was asked if I knew anything about the English that were coming up 
to him. I replied I knew nothing about them. I was present when Mr. Rassam arrived 
at Damot and had an interview with the King, he was well received and his presents 
accepted, and he was thanked for them. The King gave him dresses of honour and 
5,000 dollars and 50 dollars to each of the servants of the mission. The King asked 
Mr. Rassam why he had remained two years at Massowah, why he had not come up; he 
replied that the roads were reported unsafe, and that was his reason; that be had written 
several times to His Majesty for permission, and that directly it came for him to travel via 
Matemma he had availed himself of the permission and started. The King then asked 
him if Consul Cameron was his brother. Mr. Rassam replied that, no, he was not an 
Englishman himself, but still a servant of the British Government, and had been sent 
with a letter from the Queen of England. The King said he was very glad and accepted 
it with pleasure; that he had no fault to find with Consul Cameron; that he liked the 
English very much, and had delivered a letter to Consul Cameron to send to England for 
him, and that he had not yet received any answer, so he was displeased with Consul 
Cameron, but that he liked him, and it was entirely owing to Samuel, his steward, that 
Cameron had been treated in the way he had, for which he had since disgraced Samuel and 
turned him out of office; that Mr. Stern he had a great aversion to and and all Jews; 
that he was led to believe they were Englishmen, and that he consequently honoured them 
and treated them well, and when he found that they abused him and his country and 
behaved improperly, he got angry with them; but that as now Mr. Rassam had brought 
an authentic letter from Her Majesty the Queen, he was very much pleased, and ordered 
Guff'ar Gholam, his Wuzeer (chamberlain), to proceed to Magdala and release all the 
prisoners, Europeans, and take them all to Gaffat, and ordered Mr. Rassam to proceed to 
Korata and there wait for them ; that he had a little business to do and would also come 
there himself shortly. I also had some business in the country and travelled about, when 
I heard that Mr. Rassam had arrived at Korata, I was at Damot and I went to Zajah and 
Korata, saw them and afterwards proceeded to Gaffat, thence to Xassos Mooja, where I 
met the whole of the Europeans going to Korata; all the Europeans that were at Gaffat, 
ladies included, were there too, they were four days’ journey from Gaffat, and distant about 
two days’ journey from Korata, but it would take them more than that to reach it; they 
all appeared quite well, but were evidently suffering from weakness and fatigue. I spoke 
to Captain Cameron and he told me that he had written a letter informing of his having 
been released, and that the messenger who had it could go with me to Massowah, and that 
he would be paid by M. Munzinger; he told me the King was going to meet Mr. Rassam 
and live at Zujjeh or Beguender close to Korata. It is about forty days since I saw 
Captain Cameron ; after leaving him I went to Gondar and thence made the best ot my 
Wav to Massowah via Adowa, the messenger of Captain Cameron with me. 1 airived at 
Massowah seven days after the departure of the “ Victoria,” so I waited for her return. 
It will take Mr. Rassam and the Consul two good months to get to Massowah via 
Matemma, which is the route they are going \.o take. 1 he country is still much dEtuibcd, 




















* 


42 

and I was several times stopped on the road by the rebels. The King will not, I think, 
detain Mr. Rassam and Captain Cameron longer than two or three days at Zijjeh; they 
ought to be at Massowah in about five weeks or so from this day. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW, 

Assistant Political Resident, Aden. 



No. 34. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, May 22, 1866. 

COLONEL MEREWETHER has arrived at Suez, with letters from Rassam, of the 
9th of April, from Korata. All well. Later intelligence received at Massowah, states 
shortly after 9th, Rassam had crossed the lake to take leave of the King, whilst ex-captives 
proceeded to Gorgora at north end of lake, where he would join them, and all proceed to 
Matemma. 


No. 34*. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 28.) 

(No. 36.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, May 19, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, to your Lordship, a despatch that has just 
reached me under flying seal, from the Assistant Political Resident at Aden, and containing 
the latest intelligence from Abyssinia. 

The Emperor continued to treat Mr. Rassam well, and not a day passed without His 
Majesty showing him marked attention. The messengers who brought this intelligence 
state, that on reaching Waghara on the 13th April, they heard it reported that 
Mr. Rassam had proceeded on the 11th to Sighie to take charge of His Majesty. 

Captain Cameron and all the released prisoners, eighteen in number, were in perfect 
health, and all expected to leave about the middle of April. 

The Emperor had received a letter from Dr. Beke, inclosing a petition from the 
relatives of the prisoners; but it may be hoped that no ill effects will result from 
Dr. Beke’s interference, as matters have gone on so favourably with Mr. Rassam. 

I have, &c. . 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 34*. 

The Assistant Resident at Aden to the Earl of Clarendon. 

My Lord, Aden, May 11, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Lordship’s information, that intelligence has 
been received from M. Munzinger, in charge of the British Consulate at Massowah, of the 
arrival on the 29th ultimo of two messengers from Mr. Rassam, with private letters, 
dated Korata, on Lake Tsana, 9th April, 1866 : these letters M. Munzinger has retained 
until the “ Victoria ” should revisit the island, as he was afraid to transmit them by this 
opportunity, being uncertain as to the probable date of arrival at Aden of the vessel that 
has brought his present despatch; they will now consequently be delivered to Colonel 
Merewether in person at Massowah, and the information they contain doubtless com¬ 
municated to your Lordship on the arrival of the “ Victoria ” at Suez. 

2. Messengers were despatched, it appears, by Mr. Rassam, with this self-same 
packet of letters, on the 23rd March last, but on reaching Waghara they were by some 
mistake stopped by the Emperor’s people. His Majesty, on hearing of their detention, 
immediately sent and had them released ; but instead of continuing their journey on to 
Massowah. the messengers returned to Mr. Rassam, who had therefore to engage other 
men to convey the letters to Massowah. The latter left Korata on the 9th April, and 
state that on reaching Waghara on the 13th idem, they heard it reported that Mr. Rassam 
had proceeded on the 11th to Sighie to meet and there take leave of the King, whilst the 
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rest of the party had started en route for Dembea, and that Mr. Rassam was to join them 
at Gorgora, whence they would continue their journey to Matemma. 

3. Mr. Rassam states, in a private letter to M. Munzinger, of the 9th April, that 
the Emperor continued to treat him well, that not a day passed without His Majesty 
showing him marked attention, he and his party being provided with every necessary, and 
that further, he had been presented with 10,000 dollars. Captain Cameron and all the 
released prisoners, eighteen in number, were in perfect health, but the former was some¬ 
what weak; that they all expected to leave about the middle of the month (April). 

4. Dr. Beke’s letter had been received by the Emperor on the 15th March; the day 
after its arrival His Majesty sent it to Mr. Rassam to read, together with the petition from 
the relatives of the prisoners, and Mr. Rassam thought that His Majesty wished to consult 
with him regarding the answer that should be sent. He considered it very probable that 
the messengers who had brought it would be dismissed at the same time that he left the 
Court, in which case he would despatch one also, to give information of his departure from 
Korota for Matemma and Kissala. This messenger M. Munzinger expected would arrive 

in a few days at Massowah. 

ll cl V0 c 

(Signed) ’ G. R. GOODFELLOW. 



No. 35. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 5.) 

Dear Sir Korata, Abyssinia, March 16, 1866. 

I SENT the intelligence to Massowah on the 25th February, of our having been released 
of our chains the day before, owing to the successful intercession of Mr. Rassam. 

We reached this on the 12th instant, having been handed over entirely to 

Mr. Rassam. 

We were rather afraid of a public judgment, but this, thank God, has been spared us. 
This morning the King sent a letter, containing the charges against us. Those against 

myself are as follows :— 

1. Instead of going to Massowah, after my first visit to His Majesty, I went among 
the Turks, who were his enemies (viz., to Kassala). I suppose as being in the Egyptian 
territory, as he considers that his quarrel with the Turks is limited to Egypt, and has 

nothing to do with Turkey. 

2. I abused him while there; how, is not known. 

3. After returning to his dominions, I could give no account as to whether there was 

an answer or not to his letter to Her Majesty. 

There is also a very respectful and humbly worded letter for Her Majesty. 

We hope to leave soon, in company with the other prisoners, who were at large at 

Gaffat, and Mr. Rassam. 

We are all well. 

I have &c« 

(Signed) ' C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 



No. 36. 


Mr. Purday to the Earl of Clarendoiu—(Received June 11.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street, June 7, 1866. 

I AM requested by Mrs. Stern to forward you a copy of a letter she has just received 
from her husband, the Rev. H. A. Stern, thanking your Lordship for the communica¬ 
tions on the subject of the Abyssinian captives which your Lordship has kindly, from time 

to time, favoured us with. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) C. H. PURDAY. 
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Inclosure in No. 36. 

The Rev. H. A. Stern to Mrs. Stern. 


My dear Wife, Korata, March 22, 1866. 

AT length God in his infinite mercy has heard the prayers which have ascended to 
his throne of grace in our behalf, and released us from prison and chains. Our manacles 
were removed on February 24th, and on the 25th we quitted the rocky heights on which 
we had been confined for sixteen interminable months. Two days we remained encamped at 
the foot of the Amba to regain some strength, as several of us (myself among the number) 
could scarcely stand upright, much less ride any considerable distance. Freedom, change 
of air, and the luxury of unshackled hands and feet, however, effected a wonderful alteration 
in our exhausted and enervated frames. On the 7th instant, we reached Gaffat, where 
Mr. Flad and our former fellow prisoners gave us a most cordial reception. We remained 
one night with those friends, and then in company started for Korata, the temporary home 
of Mr. Rassam, and the vicinity of the Royal camp. From the kindness and attention we 
experienced, as we advanced on our journey, hope, so long deadened in our hearts, began 
to revive, and visions of liberty, to w'hich for more than two years we had been strangers, 
again brighten our future. Our enterprizing, excellent friend, Mr. Rassam, received us 
with that cautious coldness which our mutual position seemed to render indispensable. 
Messengers w T ere dispatched the same night to announce our arrival to His Majesty ; and 
on the morning of the 15th instant, a complete reconciliation was effected before Mr. Rassam 
and the royal delegates, between the King and his white prisoners. 

We are now waiting with yearning impatience the permission to leave Abyssinia; a 
question which is still subject to the variable mood of His Majesty. 

A letter from Dr. Beke, together with a petition from you and the other relatives 
of the prisoners, arrived here on the 16th instant. 

The King forwarded the English copies to Mr. Rassam, with the laconic remark; 
“ I have already, for the sake of the Queen of England, liberated the captives’’' I should 
like to have written a long letter, but Mr. Rassam restricted me to a short note, and I must 
therefore impose an unwilling restraint on my unchained hand. 

Kiss the dear children for me ; and that our Heavenly Father may ere long reunite us, 
is the continual prayer of vour affectionate, bnt severelv tried husband. 

(Signed) HENRY A. STERN. 


No. 37. 

Dr. Beke to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 13.) 

My Lord, 4, Suffolk Street, London, June 11, 1866. 

I TAKE the liberty of announcing to your Lordship that I arrived in England from 
Abyssinia on the 8th instant; and I avail myself of the earliest opportunity to say that 1 
have heard, to mv great regret, that the contents of a letter addressed by me from Cairo to 
Mr. Purday, the father-in-law of the Rev. H. A. Stern, had been made known to your 
Lordship, and that you had in consequence found it necessary to communicate with 
Mr. W. G. Palgrave on the subject. 

In justice to myself, I trust 1 may be allowed to offer the following explanation 
respecting that letter.— 

On mv arrival in Alexandria last November, I heard openly repeated, in the presence 
of several English gentlemen (some of whom I believe to be now in England), matters 
affecting the personal character of two gentlemen who have unfortunately been named in 
connection with the subject, of which matters Mr. Palgrave was said to be the promulgator. 

On the 30th of November I arrived at Cairo, and on the following day Mr. Palgrave 
(with whom I was not then personally acquainted) called at the hotel where I was staying 
with my wife, and as 1 was not within he left his card. It was not till several days after¬ 
wards that I returned his call, when I found he had quitted Cairo for a short time. I had 
now occasion to go to Suez; and on my return, on the 11th of December, I found that 
during my absence Mr. Palgrave had again called on me. A few days alter this we 
accidentally met in the street, and were introduced to one another by a mutual friend. On 
the 20th of December Mr. Palgrave paid me a visit, accompanied by another gentleman (a 
German, whose name I do not recollect), and 1 received the two in the common sitting-room 
of the hotel, mv wife being occasionally present during portions of the interview'. 1 have 
entered into these details in order to" show that it was Mr. Palgrave who sought my 
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acquaintance, and not I his; and that, as no previous confidence or privity had existed 
between us, what he thought fit to communicate to me spontaneously and without reserva¬ 
tion, on the only occasion on which we ever met, except in the open street, could not be 
regarded as of a private or confidential character. 

With Mr. Palgrave’s statements to me, your Lordship has been made acquainted. 

Those relating to the two gentlemen already alluded to were little more than an 
amplification of what I had previously heard in Alexandria. I therefore owe no apology 
to any one for repeating what was common talk in Egypt before my arrival in that country ; 
but I do owe it to myself to say that I should not have condescended to advert to such a 
subject in my correspondence w-ith Mr. Purday, had it not been for the apprehension 
(entertained by others as well as myself) that the alleged ill-feeling towards Mr. Stern, on 
account of what had occurred in Mesopotamia, might have been carried over into 
Abyssinia. 

That the instructions from Her Majesty’s Government to Mr. Rassam were specially 
directed, if not absolutely restricted, to the liberation of Mr. Consul Cameron, I had heard 
from more than one quarter before I left England; consequently, it w r as no matter of 
surprise to me to have this confirmed by Mr. Palgrave. Still, as I was deputed by the 
relatives of Mr. Stern and other captives to obtain the liberation of the whole of them 
without distinction, it was of the utmost importance that I should be assured of what the 
fact really was. Accordingly, I suggested that Mr. Purday should communicate on the 
subject with some members of either House of Parliament, w'ith a view to elicit the truth ; 
but I certainly did not authorize or desire, nor did I indeed in the slightest degree contem¬ 
plate, any communication with your Lordship, or with your Department, on the subject; 
and I can only repeat the expression of my regret at such communication having been 
made, and that your Lordship should thereby have been subjected to any trouble or 
annoyance. 

I do not, however, take to myself any blame for having communicated to Mr. Stern’s 
relative what had been communicated to me under the circumstances already detailed. On 
the contrary, I consider that I should have been wanting in my duty to him and the other 
relatives of the captives, and yet more to the captives themselves, had I acted otherwise 
than I did. 

As regards my own mission, your Lordship will, I am sure, do me the justice to believe 
that I was throughout most careful to abstain from everything at all likely to militate 
against, or interfere with, the exertions of Mr. Rassam. What I had made up my mind to 
was the liberation of the captives at all events ; and I was only desirous that gentleman 
should be aware that if from any cause his mission did not make such progress as could be 
wished for, I was acting independently, though quite harmoniously, towards the same end. 
The best proof of this is, however, afforded by the reception given by the Emperor Theodore 
to the petition of the relatives of the captives, forwarded to him in my letter of the 29th of 
January. As I learn from a communication from Mr. Rassam himself, the petition touched 
the Emperor’s heart; and when (as Mr. Stern reports) His Majesty said that he had already 
released the prisoners for the sake of the Queen of England, I have reason to believe 
that if such had not been the case (fortunately for the honour of the British nation), he 
would still have set them free out of compassion for their distressed relatives, on whose 
behalf I had undertaken my journey to his country. 

(Signed) ^ ^CHARLES BEKE. 

No. 38! 

Mr. Murray to Dr, Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 19, 1866. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 11th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
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No. 39. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria , June 24, 1866, 2 p.m. 

THE following strange report, dated Matemma, 25th of April, has iust reached me 
via Khartoum. 

Several (servants ?) have been sent during the last three months to the captives, but 
no one of them has been able to return. From an Abyssinian friar just arrived, I learn 
that the King had gone to Guarda, on the north-western point of the lake where he had 
promised Mr. Rassam and his companions that he would meet them before they left. He 
invited them all to a grand dinner. Cameron refused to attend, but whilst the others were 
gone, mounted his horse, and attempted to escape: he was, however, captured soon 

after. King was furious at this, and immediately imprisoned Rassam and all the other 
Europeans. 


No. 40. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, June 29, 1866. 

MR. FLAD has just arrived with despatches from Abyssinia. He leaves by French 
steam packet for England. 

The (?) mission and other Europeans are detained by the King’s command, but are 
well treated. The King appears suspicious of ulterior proceedings against him, and wants 
some guarantee of good disposition before allowing them to leave the country. 

Mr. Flad will explain to your Lordship well, position of affairs in that country. 

The report sent on the 24th instant is unfounded. 


No. 41. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 52. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, June 24, 1866. 

I HAD the honor to forward to your Lordship, by telegraph, the summary of 
intelligence that has reached me this day, on the subject of the Abyssinian captives. 

This intelligence was contained in a letter addressed to the Egyptian Trading 
Company by their agent at Khartoum, who had received the information from their 
corresdondent at Matemma, and although it is almost incredible that Captain Cameron 
could have acted in the reckless and inconsiderate manner reported, I cannot help fearing 
that there must be, at least, some foundation for the rumour. The last letters received 
from Mr. Rassam were dated the 9th April, at which time he hoped to be able to take 
leave of the King in a few days, and unless some untoward event had happened, later 
intelligence should have been received from him ere this. 

1 propose making immediate application to the Egyptian Government, to cause 
instant inquiries to be made through the Governor-General of the Soudan into the matter, 
as it appears to me to be of so urgent a nature that no time should be lost in obtaining 
all possible particulars on the subject, and this is, I believe, the quickest and surest 
method of ascertaining whether there is any truth in the report forwarded from 
Khartoum. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDVVD. STANTON. 


No. 42. 

Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 7.) 

(No. 54.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, June 26, 1866. 

I HAVE the honor to forward herewith to your Lordship, a despatch that has just 
reached me, under Hying seal, from the Assistant Political Resident at Aden, forwarding 
the copy of a letter from Mr. Munzinger, dated Massovvah, 1st June. 
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The intelligence contained in this letter is not satisfactory, though it does not make 
any mention of the circumstances reported in my despatch No. 51 of the 24th instant to 
your Lordship, but it appears evident that the King of Abyssinia is not inclined to allow 
Mr. Rassam and his companions to leave the country so soon as was expected. 

On Mr. Flad’s arrival in Egypt, I shall probably be enabled to ascertain something 
more positive as to the position of affairs in Abyssinia at the date of his departure, and 
trust to find that the report forwarded from Matemma is unfounded. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 

The Assistant Resident at Aden to the Earl of Clarendon. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, June 17, 1866. 

I DO myself the honour to forward for your Lordship’s information, copy of a 
communication received by me yesterday, from Massovvah, from M. Munzinger, in 
charge of the British Consulate at that place, dated the 1 st instant. The intelligence 
received, which was brought by native boat, is anything but satisfactory, and M. Mun- 
zinger’s report is vague. Mr. Flad is the bearer of other letters, which M. Munzinger 
has not forwarded. One of the members of the mission, in a private note to me, dated 
21st April, in which no reference is made to the present position, except that he wishes 
Mr. Flad to be given some money on his account for purchases in England, mentions that 
he has himself addressed one to the Political Resident, and there must be others from 
Mr. Rassam from this place. I have, however, only received the two above referred to. 

2. Her Majesty’s ship “Victoria” left this for Massovvah on the 11th instant, and 
would have arrived there on or about the 13th ; so that in the event of the officer 
commanding the “ Victoria ” seeing a necessity for his speedy departure for Suez, to 
convey Mr. Flad thither, she might be expected to reach that place about the 19th 
instant, in which case the intelligence herein reported would have already reached your 
Lordship through Mr. Flad. 

htlVG 

(Signed) ’ G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 42. 

M. Munzinger to the Assistant Resident at Aden. 

(Secret.) 

Si r Massowah, June 1, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that Mr. Flad arrived here yesterday. He left 
King Theodoras’ camp, at Zeghe on the lake, on the 21st of April, and he proceeded by 
Matemma and Kassala. He left Mr. Rassam and all his companions (including the released 
prisoners) in perfect health in the King’s camp. The promise Theodoras gave to 
Mr. Rassam to send him to his country at once, has not been fulfilled. It seems the King 
wishes to prolong the negociations. He asked Mr. Rassam to send Mr. Flad with letter to 
the Government, and to stay with him till Mr. Flad will return. 

As Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether promised me to send the “Victoria” in the 
beginning of June, Mr. Flad will do better to wait here for her. 

In case the “Victoria” has not left Aden when this will reach you, I beg to send her 
hither as soon as possible, and to furnish her with coals enough to bring Mr. Flad directly 
to Suez, if you will find it convenient. 

I beg you to inform Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether of the contents of this letter. 

■ J 1 havp &r 

(Signed) ' MUNZINGER. 
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No. 43. 

(Secret ) ^ Assistant Resident at Aden to the Earl of Clarendon. 

My Lord. Aden, June 21, 1866. 

nf * , AX ! 1 h , l? n0U , r - l ° rep0rt for ^ our Lordship’s information in continuation 
m> despatch of the 1/th instant, that in consequence of the strong head winds 

prevailing in the Red Sea at this season and the slow speed of the “ Victoria,” in addition 
o the unsatisfactory state of her machinery, her commander deemed it more advisable to 
return to Aden with Mr. Flad in place of at once proceeding with him on to Suez, more 
especially as he was firmly convinced that by so doing he would thereby hasten Mr Flad’s 
arrival in England. The “Victoria” arrived here at 5 p.m. to-dav, and after a con¬ 
sultation with Mr. Flad I considered it most prudent to send him on to Suez with a letter 
of introduction to Colonel Stanton, Consul-General in Egypt, at once by the French mail 
steamer, which was signalled and arrived in the harbour' within an hour or so after the 
V ictona came to anchor. The letters to your Lordship’s address that Mr. Flad is the 

\fr r S f n 1 exp ain the present P osltion of Mr - Eassam and his companions, and 
j 1 communicate to your Lordship what has actually happened between the Kin<> 

and Mr. Rassam to cause the latter’s detention. It is needless to add that Mr Rassam 
has been unable to write as fully as he would have wished, the letter with Mr. Flad 
having been almost dictated by the Emperor. As the French steamer is to leave so soon 
l; im P re , cluded lrom ^cording clearly for your Lordship’s information the intelligence that 
/■, r * 1S m , possession of. That gentleman has, however, made a written statement 
ot the facts as they occurred, which he will have the honour of handing to your Lordship 
on arrival in I ondon. Mr. Flad is entirely without means and has not a change of clothes 
I have consequently taken upon myself to supply him with clothing for the present, and 
ha\e given him 50/. tor current expenses and to cover certain sums that he has been 
torced to disburse on his downward journey, and I have further informed him he need be 

in no tear ot not receiving ample remuneration for the services he is renderin'’- I trust 
that my proceedings will meet with your Lordship's approval. °' 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 44. 

Mr. Rassam, to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 10.) 

My Lord Emperor’s Court, Legay, April 18, 1866. 

I HAY L the honour to forward to your Lordship an Amharic letter with an English 

translation, lrom the Emperor of Abyssinia, addressed to the distressed families of Consul 

Cameron and the other European prisoners, in answer to a petition thev had forwarded to 

him through Dr. Bcke, and His Majesty will feel obliged by your having it forwarded to 
the respective parties. ' ' 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


Inclosure in No. 44. 


(Translation.) 


King Theodore to the Families of the European Prisoners. 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. 


From the King of Kings, Theodorus, to the distressed [relatives of the prisoners] 

HOW are you? Thanks be to God, I am well. The petition which you have sent 
has reached me. 1 have felt the grief which has distressed you. For the sake of my friend 
Victoria, the Queen of England, I have released the prisoners at Magdala, and delivered 
them into the hands ot Mr. Hormuzd Rassam. May this news give you <dadness. 

Dated at Zegay, anno mundi 7358, and anno domini 1858, in the vear of 9»int 
Mark, and the 10th day the month Mazia (17th April, 1866). y 
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No. 45. 

Mr. Rassam to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 10.) 

My Lord, Emperor s Court, Tegay , April 18, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that my companions Dr. Blane and 
Mr. Prideaux, and I reached the Court of the Emperor of Abyssinia on the 28th of 
January, and His Majesty gave us a most magnificent reception, and treated us with 
great kindness and civility. 

He received Her Majesty’s letter graciously; in answer to which he wrote a very 
friendly and courteous reply. 

I had the first interview with His Majesty on the very afternoon of my arrival at 
his Court, when he related to me all his grievances with regard to Consul Cameron and 
the other European prisoners. Early the next morning he ordered the release of all the 
prisoners, a nominal list of whom is herewith inclosed for your Lordship’s information. 
All the released prisoners have been made over to me by His Majesty, and are with me 
enjoying good health. 

All the prisoners presented themselves before the Emperor on the 16th instant, and 
after the charges were read to them, they all confessed that they were wrong in what they 
had written and spoken against His Majesty. The Emperor then forgave them for all that 
they had done, and said that he would be as friendly towards them henceforth as he is 
towards myself and my companions. 

His Majesty has been good enough to present me with 10,000 dollars for my expendi¬ 
ture, and has in every respect been very kind and hospitable. The other day he did me 
the honour of coming in person to see me in my tent, and said that he held me very dear 
on account of my being the servant of his friend the British Queen. He has also 
presented me with a royal saddle, shield, sword, spear, and armlet, and has given each of 
companions a shield, spear, and armlet, in addition to five mules. He is about to create 
an order, with which he intends to invest us. 

His Majesty has had for some years a desire to procure some scientific men from 
England, and yesterday he spoke to me about obtaining for him two or three men who 
could teach his people how to make cannons, muskets, and shot, and how to melt iron, 
also an instructor of artillery. He said he wished these persons to come here with their 
instruments and everything necessary for their work, and after they had taught his people 
they should be allowed to return. 

His Majesty would be much obliged to Her Majesty’s Government if his request 
could be complied with, and from his second letter to the Queen, which I inclose herewith, 
your Lordship will perceive that we are all detained in this country for the present for 
friendship’s sake. 

I should be obliged if Her Majesty’s Government could send me 100,000 percussion 
caps of different sizes, a few double-barrelled rifles and pistols, some gunpowder, a boat, if 
practicable, for the use of His Majesty on the lake, and any other thing which Mr. Flad, 
who is the bearer of this letter, may suggest. 

If Her Majesty’s Government are able to send the persons required, it is necessary 
that they should be informed that they will be required to remain in the service of the 
Emperor at least one year, and that no European articles are obtainable here. 

ha vp 

(Signed) ’ H. RASSAM. 



% 






Inclosure in No. 245. 

List of the Released Prisoners. 


Names. 


C. D. Cameron 
L. Kerans 

R. McKelvey 
J. Makerer 


D. Pietro .. 

A. Bardel 

Rev. H. A. Stern 
H. Rosenthal 
Mrs. E. Rosenthal 
Mr. J. M. Flad 
Mrs. P. Flad 
A. Flad ) 

Fr. Flad > Children. 

F. Flad J 

W. Staiger 


F. Brandeis 
K. Schiller 
T. Essler.. 


} 


Occupation. 


Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
at Massowah. 

Late Secretary of Consul Came¬ 
ron 

Late servant of Consul Cameron 
Servant of Consul Cameron 

Late servant of Consul Cameron 
Painter, and late teacher of 
languages 
Missionary.. 


• • 


• • 


Missionary.. 


• » 


• « 


• • 


Missionary.. 


• • 


• • 


• 9 


• 9 


• • 


Missionary.. 

Natural history collectors 


Korata, April 4, 1866. 


• • 


• • 


• • 


{ 


Country 


• ♦ 


• • 


• • 


Ireland 

Ditto .. 
France 

Italy .. 
France 


Cur-Hessen 
Mecklenburg 
England 
Wurtemberg 
Rhenish Prussia . 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


Grand Duchy of 
Baden 
Ditto 
Prussia 
Hungary 


• • 


County, &c. 


Galwav 


• • 


Down ,. 

Department Haut 
Rhin 
Turin .. 

Department of the 
Meufce 


Furstenberg 

London 

Reutlingen 

Treves 


• • 


• • 


Lahr .. 

Wiesloch 
Posen.. 
Odenburgh 


(Signed) 


• • 


• • 


Inhabitant of 


Southpark, 

Ahaseragh. 

Downpatrick. 

Vhiran-Val.' 

Taveia. 

Sampigny. 

London. 

London. 

London. 

Undingen. 

Saarbeucken. 


• • 


Laugenwinkel. 

Baierthal. 

Posen. 

Neuthal. 


H. RASSAM. 



No. 46. 


The King of Abyssinia to Her Majesty. 

(Translation.) 

In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, one God, Amen. 

From the servant of Our Lord and His created Being, the son of David, the son of 

Solomon, the King of Kings (of Ethiopia), Theodoras, 

To her, whom God has exalted above all Sovereigns and glorified above all Princes and 
peoples, and made the Defender of the Christian Faith, and the succour of the poor 
and oppressed, \ictoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

HAD the illustrious Hormuzd Rassam, whom your Majesty has mentioned to us in 
your letter, not been sent to us about the matter of Cameron and others, but the lowest 
of your servants, he would have been received graciously by us. We now send, with 
Hormuzd Rassam, Cameron and all the other Europeans about whom your Majesty has 
written. Your Majesty can learn from those who fear the Lord the ill-treatment and 
abuse which we have received at the hands of the above-mentioned Europeans and the 
Copt who called himself Metropolitan, the Aboona Salama. 

In my humble position I am not worthy to address your Majesty, but illustrious 

Princes and the deep ocean can bear everything. I, being an ignorant Ethiopian, hope 

that your Majesty will overlook my shortcomings and pardon my faults. The people 

whom we have imprisoned for their reviling and defaming us did so because the Gallas 

had proved victorious over the Royal children of Israel and had humbled them; but God 

has empowered me, the son of one of the humble women of Israel, to regain that which 
had been lost by my forefathers. ° 

Doubtless your Majesty has learnt how ignorant and blind the people of Ethiopia 
are; wherefore I beg of your Majesty not to take amiss the mistakes I may make in mv 
correspondence with you. Counsel me, but do not blame me, Oh, Queen! whose Majesty 
God has glorified, and to whom He has given abundance of wisdom. 

Dated the 22nd day of January, 1858 (corresponding to the 29th of January, 1866). 


r 
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No. 47. 


/Translation.) 


The King of Abyssinia to Her Majesty. 


In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. 

From God’s slave and His created Being, the son of David, the son of Solomon, the King 

of Kings, Theodoras, 


To her, whom God has exalted above all people, the Defender of the Christian Faith, the 
protector of the poor and oppressed, the Queen of England, \ ictoria. 

HAD not your servant, Mr. Hormuzd Rassam, whom you said that you had sent in 
the affair of Mr. Cameron, come, but the lowest of your slaves, I would have welcomed 

him. 

By the power of God I have released Mr. Cameron, and made him' over to your 
servant, Mr. Rassam ; and by the power of God I have also released the other prisoners, 
and all other Europeans who might wish to leave the country, and made them over to 
him, and I have kept your servant, Mr. Hormuzd Rassam, for the sake of consulting 

together upon the extension of our friendship. 

We, the people of Ethiopia, are blind, and we beg of your Majesty that you should 

give light to our eyes; and so may you receive light in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Dated at Zegay, anno mundi 7358 and anno domini 1858, and in the year of 
St. Mark and the 10th day of the month Mazia (corresponding to the 17th of April, 

1866). 


No. 48. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond. —(Received July 10.) 

India Office, July 9, 1866. 

MR. MERIVALE presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and forwards to him 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copies of two 
letters recently received from the Acting Political Resident at Aden, relative to the deten¬ 
tion of Mr. Rassam by the Emperor Theodore of Abyssinia. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 48. 

The Assistant Resident at Aden to Earl de Grey and Ripon, June 17, 1866. 

[See Inclosure 1 in No. 42.] 

Inclosure 2 in No. 48. 

M. Munzinger to the Assistant Resident at Aden, June 1, 1866. 

[See Inclosure 2 in No. 42.] 


Inclosure 3 in No. 48. 

The Assistant Resident at Aden to the Earl de Grey and Ripon. 

My Lord, Aden , June 21, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Lordship’s information, in continuation ol 
my despatch of the 17th instant, that in consequence of the strong head winds prevailing in 
the Red Sea at this season, and the slow speed of the “ Victoria,” in addition to the unsatis¬ 
factory state of her machinery, her commander deemed it more advisable to return to 
Aden with Mr. Flad in place of at once proceeding with him on to Suez, more especially 
as he was firmly convinced that by doing so he would hasten Mr. Had s arrival in England. 
The “ Victoria ” arrived here at 5 p.m. to-day ; and after a consultation with Mi. Had 
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I considered it most prudent to send him on to Suez, with a letter of introduction to 

Colonel Stanton, Consul-General in Egypt, at once by the French mail steamer, which 

was signalled, and arrived in harbour within an hour or so after the “ Victoria ” came to 
anchor. 

1 he letters to Earl Clarendon’s address that Mr. Flad is the bearer of will explain 

the present position of Mr. Rassam and his companions, and Mr. Flad will communicate 

to his Lordship what has actually happened between the King and Mr. Rassam to cause 

the latter s detention. It is needless to add that Mr. Rassam has been unable to write as 

fully as he would have wished the letter with Mr. Flad having been almost dictated bv 
the King. J 

As the French steamer is to leave so soon, I am precluded from recording clearly for 

your Lordship’s information the intelligence that Mr. Flad is in possession of. That 

gentleman has, however, made a written statement of the facts as they occurred, which he 

will have the honour of handing to Earl Clarendon on arrival in London. Mr Flad is 

entirely without means, and has not a change of clothes. I have consequently taken upon 

myself to supply him with clothing for the present, and have given him 50/. for current 

expenses and to cover certain sums that he has been forced to disburse on his downward 

journey; and I have further informed him he need be in no fear of not receiving ample 

remuneration for the services he is rendering. I trust that my proceedings will meet with 
your Lordship’s approval. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 49. 


Mr. Flad to the Earl of Clarendon .— (Received July 10.) 

My Lord, 

I DEEPLY regret that I have to report for your Lordship’s information the melan¬ 
choly events which Mr. Rassam and his companions, together with the released prisoners 
bad to experience just on the day appointed for their departure from Abyssinia. ’ 

“ was the 1 3th of April, 1866, which day was appointed by His Majesty Theodorus 
that the released prisoners should leave Korata, and proceed from there 'by Fo-^era’ 
Dembea, and Ishelga to Matemma. J ’ 

Mr. Rassam with his companions had left us early in the morning, in order to take 
oTthe °Lake Tsana eSty 1 lleodorus * lhe ro y al camp was at Segie, on the south-west shore 

The European artizans of His Majesty and the agents of his Lordship Bishop Gobat 

a * erusalem proceeded, according to the order of the King, with Mr. Rassam to the Royal 
camp. * 

As soon as Mr Rassam had arrived on the other side of the lake, as usual when he 
went to see Ills Majesty, the mules of the King were waiting for him to take the three 

gentlemen up to the house of the King. 

As soon as they had dismounted from the mules and entered the hedge, one of the 

ing s Rases (Minister) came, informing Mr. Rassam that he had received order from the 
Jving to make him, Air. Prideaux, and Dr. Blane prisoners. 

Immediately a soldier took hold of Mr. Rassam, others took the swords of Mr. 

Prideaux and Dr. Blane, and some others took hold of the two gentlemen Mr Prideaux 

not yet aware what was going on, refused to give his sword, on which occasion a soldier 

gave him some boxings Informed by Mr. Rassam that they were prisoners, Mr. Prideaux 

condescended. After this a carpet was brought and the gentlemen were ordered to take a 

seat. 1 lie King was inside in his house, and the gentlemen had to sit outside in the sun 
and were watched by soldiers. 

'1 he first Ras (Minister) was sent by the King to ask Mr. Rassam : Where are the 
prisoners ?— A. They have left Korata to go to Tsheh-a 

Why did you not bring them here ?-A. Your Majesty gave me permission to send 

them by the other side of the lake to Tshelga, where I should have met them to take 
them to their own country. ’ 

You had no right to send them without my permission.— A. Your Majesty had 

graciously released them, and given them over to me, for the friendship’s sake of mv 

Qm c n ; and, ->v Ledj Abeedao, 1 have asked your Majesty whether I may send them 

around the lake or not and your Majesty gave me, by Ledj Abeedan your servant, full 
liberty to do what I think best. 
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King. I wish you to reconcile me to them. I intended also to give those who have 
no mule a mule, and to those who have no money some money for the road.— A. The 
reconciliation which took place in the month of March, I thought was sufficient. The 
released prisoners asked your Majesty to forgive them for the Redeemer’s sake, and I 
myself asked your Majesty to forgive' them. According to which your Majesty, in your 
letter dated (?)* March, say, that for God’s sake, and for the friendship’s sake of the 
Queen of England, you forgave them and that l shall take them out of your country. 

Some unimportant questions more were put to Mr. Rassam, after which the three 

srentlemen were brought to a tent and watched by soldiers. 

I must make here the remark, that the Government could not have intrusted a man 
better fit for the mission of Mr. Rassam than himself. In all his business with the King 
he was calm, prudent, cautious, and sincere. Not only the Abyssinians but even the 
Europeans did wonder at him. I have alsb to observe that if even Mr. Rassam would 
have taken the released prisoners with him to the King the same thing would have 
happened. Neither Mr. Rassam nor the released prisoners would have been permitted to 
leave Abyssinia. A month before we had received the Kings order to stait it was 
reported by the natives that the King intended to keep Mr. Rassam and the leleased 
prisoners in order to get a “ kassa ” (ransom) satisfaction from the Queen of England. 

Once wffien he consulted his European artisans whether he shall send Mr. Rassam 
and the released prisoners or whether he shall keep them, and those gentlemen advised, 
yea, even be^ed him, to send Mr. Rassam and the released prisoners to their country and 
to make friendship with England, he replied “ But if they are gone what have I ?—An 
empty hand! I wish to have something in my hands (that means hostages) ; but as your 

advice is to send them, I will follow your advice, they may go.” 

The prison where we were put in was built more than a fortnight ago, and at the 
same time it was said by the natives, who had heard what the King w r as going to do, that 
if the prisoners are going with Mr. Rassam to the King they will not be allowed to see 
him; but they will be brought as soon as they land to that hedge, which atterw r ards 

became our prison. 

From this we see that the King had planned it long ago, not only to keep Mr. Rassam, 
but to frighten him, that he might consent to the King’s proposal made in March to 
Mr. Rassam, namely, that he shall remain in Abyssinia and send a man with letters to 
his Queen, that Her Majesty shall send skilful men, artists, &c., to Abyssinia, who wouid 
open the King’s eyes, because, said he, “ I am blind, and w'ish you to open my eyes. 
Mr. Rassam will have given in his reports to your Lordship the details of that negotiation. 

After the three gentlemen had been put in a tent their property was brought before 
the King, where it was by himself examined, counted, and registered. 1 he money, 
silver vessels and ornaments, the guns, pistols, powder, &c., were taken by the King. 
The other effects and the provisions were, after they had passed their examination, 

restored to the gentlemen. . . , 

It is the custom in Abyssinia, that if a person is imprisoned his property is taken by 

the Government. Sometimes it is restored, sometimes not. 

The servants who were with Mr. Rassam received also a guard; but they were 
allowed to serve their masters. Those of his servants who have been at Korata and 

those who were with us have been put in chains. 

The 14th and 15th of April past over quiet. 

Now I must proceed to our own, the released prisoners’sad history. On the 13th of 
April, at 9 o’clock, we left Korata with a servant of the King, which was given to us as an 
escort, not anticipating that some hours after we would be made prisoners again. Before 
we left all our mules were counted by some of the king’s officerc. After two hours’ ride 
we were brought by our guide to a village ; a few hours after our arrival we were called in 
a house to hear a letter from the King. As soon as we had entered the house the door 
was watched by two armed soldiers and we ourselves were surrounded by about twenty 
soldiers, who had been hidden in the house. Detaty Tadla, who was sitting on an alga, 
arose then and said, I have received order from the King to make you prisoners, but do 
not be afraid. As soon as he had pronounced these words each of us was taken and kept 
by a soldier. A letter of the King was read to us, its contents were as follows ; “ in the 
name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one God, may this letter reach 
Detatv Tadla. By the power of God, I the King of Kings, Theodorus, am well. \V e have 
been 'angry with our friends and with those Europeans who say we go to our country, 
and we are not yet reconciled. Until we consult what we are going to do take hold ot 
them, but do not make them uncomfortable or afraid, and do not hurt them. 

As soon as the letter was read we were ordered to sit down and to give up our pocket- 

* Mr. Rassam gave the date, but I forgot it. 
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knives. After we were searched Detaty Tadla left the house with some governors and 
soldiers. They proceeded to the tents of Mrs. Flad and Mrs. Rosenthal, gave a guard to 
them, and took hold of our servants, property, and animals. Boxes were opened, the 
money was counted and taken, and everything given to the charge of the soldiers. The 
ladies, the children, and the servants were weeping and crying, and even we ourselves felt 
very wretched, seeing us again surrounded by all these biack barbarians, who rejoiced in 
our misery, in the evening iron chains were brought and we were two and two chained 
together. For each ot us a man-servant and a maid-servant, for whom he had to make 
himself responsible were released, and allowed to provide some food for us. During the 
night we were watched. The next morning we were brought back to Korata. We were 
allowed to ride on our mules. Arrived at the market-place, we had to sit there for about 
five hours, being watched and surrounded by a great many Abyssinians. The greater part 
pitied us, others had their delight to mock at us, whether we were monkeys or men. 
In the evening we were brought in two different houses, the ladies and children together 
with us. We had no bed and nothing to eat, everything was taken from us. It was 
something heartrending to hear the poor little children weeping and crying, one asking for 
a bit of bread, another for milk, and another for his supper and his bed. If the wives of 
the European artisans, who in providence happened to be at Korata, would not have sent 
us some food and some milk for the children, and a covering for the ladies and children at 
night, our position would have been terrible. We, the chained, had just to lie down on 
the floor of the house. To the ladies and children two algas were allowed. The fearful 
night had passed ; two hours before sunrise we were ordered bv our guard to get up and 
to proceed down to the shore of the lake ; from whence we were in the boats of bulrushes 
and by the people terrible from their beginning, hitherto (Isaiah xviii, 2), taken to the other 
side ot the lake, to the Royal camp. Our servants were kept prisoners at Korata. 

Arrived on the other side, the King sent three mules, one for Captain Cameron, and 
two for the ladies and the children. An hour’s walk brought us to our prison. Immedi¬ 
ately after we had arrived the King sent us a dinner consisting in eleven cows, eleven 
baskets of bread, eleven jars of hydromel, five jars of butter, and three jars of pepper. 
He also kindly sent a tent for the ladies. Mr. Rassam had the kindness to send us one of 
tents and six cowhides, else we would have been obliged to sleep on the bare ground. 

In the evening some of our luggage, after it had been examined, was sent to us by 
His Majesty. Mrs. Flad was very glad to find some dresses for the little ones, and some 
preserved milk in one of the boxes. We partook of some “ debs ” (roasted meat) which a 
soldier had the kindness to prepare for us. 

On the 10th, in the morning, we w'ere brought before His Majesty. For Captain 
Cameron he had sent a mule. W hen we arrived the whole Court was assembled. 
Mr. Rassam, with companions, was sitting on a carpet in front of His Majesty. Imme¬ 
diately order was given to release Captain Cameron from his chain. To the soldier who 
had to open the iron chain of Captain Cameron the King said ironically, “ Take care, do 
not touch him, be has the syphilis.” As soon as the chain w r as taken off Captain Cameron 
was ordered to take a seat on the carpet, where Mr. Rassan with his companions were 

sitting. After Captain Cameron, M. Bardel, a Frenchman, was released and ordered to 
sit down next Captain Cameron. 

Now the King said to Mr. Rassam, Ask the prisoners : Why did you wish to leave my 
country before you took leave of me, and before we w’ere reconciled ?— A. Your Majesty 

had graciously given us over to the English Ambassador, Mr. Rassam, and we had to do 
what Mr. Rassarn ordered us to do. 

King. Would it not have been right for you to ask Mr. Rassam to bring you hither 
and to reconcile you with me '! — A. Yes. 

King.^ \ou made the mistake, Mr. Rassam, because I told you to reconcile me with 
them. W hv have you omitted to do so ?— A. Your Majesty, a reconciliation took place 

in March, as soon as the prisoners had arrived at my camp, and I was fully convinced that 
such a reconciliation would be satisfactory. 

King. But on the day when I sent to you that you might get ready for the road, did 
I not tell you that it you came you should bring the released prisoners with you, because 
I wished to give to those who had no mule a mule, and to those who have no money some 
money for the road; according to which you gave me the answer that you have bought 
mules for them, and that you have money enough to take them to their country ? 

A. A es ; but 1 did this only to spare your Alajesty to be troubled with them. 

King. Now you see for your sake they are again in chains. From the day you said 
you wished to send them by another road 1 got suspicious, and thought that you wished 
to do so in order that you may say in vour countrv you have released them bv vour 

t ‘ 1 i * n* * * * * ^ ^ _ # r 


prudence or by your power. Who are you ? 
servant of the Queen of England ? 


Are you a king ? Are you not only but the 
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But now, ask those whether they have abused me or not ?— A. Yes. 

King. Captain Cameron I had imprisoned because he went to Kassala to my enemies 
the Turks, and I had given him a letter for the Queen, and he came back without bringing 
me an answer. Messrs. Flad, Stern, Rosenthal, Makerer, and Kerans, I had chained 
because they have abused me ; and the rest of them I had imprisoned because I found them 
together with the others. They have done nothing. I even don’t know them. 

King (to Mr. Rassam). Ask Mr. Stern whatforedid he abuse me ?— A. Your Majesty, 
in a bad hour St. Peter betrayed his Master, and I wrote something against your Majesty ; 
but as Peter when he repented received Christ’s forgiveness, so I repent, and ask your 
Majesty to forgive me for Christ’s sake. 

King. Did you write it from yourself, or did the Aboona ask you to write it ?— 
Mr. Stern. What I have written, partly I heard it from the Aboona, and partly from his 
servants; but he never asked me to write it down. 

After this Mr. Rosenthal was asked. Have you abused me 1—A. Yes. 

King. Have you called me a wild King, because I have killed that man atGondar ?— 

A. Yes. 

King. Well, that man was a murderer. Have you not the law in your country that a 
murderer shall be put to death ?— A. Yes ; but at that time I was not acquainted with his 

guilt. 

Mr. Rassam, Mr. Prideaux, and Dr. Blane were now ordered by the King to arise, and 
to hear a letter. In the letter the King said that he proved before them that the prisoners 
were guilty. “ I.” said he, “ will stand to my former friendship, but I require a ‘ kasa ’ 
(ransom, satisfaction); and I require it from you, Mr. Rassam, because you are the 
Balderaba given to me by the Queen of England. She says in her letter, everthing I wish 
Mr. Rassam will do for you.* What my kasa is I will tell you afterwards. I don’t want 
gold or silver ; I want people who will open my eyes, because I am blind. . . . Now let 
me prove to you that though my mother was poor, she was a daughter of the ancient Kings 
of Ethiopia.” 

About fifteen witnesses he called out of his Court, who witnessed that his mother was 
from the line of the ancient Kings, and that he, the King had from his mother’s side, in 
more than ten different provinces of his Empire, “ gait,” that is territory, granted by 
Government for continual possession. After this, Mr. Rassam and companions were 
ordered to their tents. Mr. Rassam, before leaving, asked the King again to pardon us, 
which was refused. The King said, “For to-day I have released Captain Cameron. If 1 
only obtain your friendship, to-morrow I will do everything you wish me to do.” Alter 
Mr. Rassam had left, we w r ere taken back to our prison. 

In the morning, on the 17th, we were called to the tent of Mr. Rassam. Soon after 
we arrived there, the King sent a message to Mr. Rassam that our chains should be opened. 
After about an hour, which we spent in the tent of Mr. Rassam, the three English gentle¬ 
men received from His Majesty an invitation to an audience. We, the released prisoners, 
were also ordered to appear. As soon as we (the prisoners) had approached near His 
Majesty and received his salutation, we fell down to the ground, asking His Majesty to 
forgive and to pardon us. W 7 e w r ere ordered to get up, and to come nearer. W e had the 
honour to take a seat on a carpet. The King brought forth the petition of the relations 
of the English prisoners, which had been sent from Massowah by Dr. Beke. 
Captain Cameron was asked to read it. After that the King said, “ It is. the devil who 
made me angry with you, and who tempted me to destroy the friendly feelings existing 
since the late Mr. Plowden, between myself and England. From my childhood I like the 
Europeans, especially the English ; and God knows that, from morning till evening, I had 
no other desire than "to get in alliance with the English nation. It is true that, by the 
power of God, I will tight the Turks ; but there never arose a thought in my mind to tight 
with the English. What I wish is, that they shall love me and be my friends. Mr. Stern,” 
said he, “ you are quite innocent; it is not you who abused me, it is that Copt, who calls 
himself a monk and a bishop. He made me angry with you, and he abused me. And 
Mr. Flad, God knows I never had any bad feelings against him. He never committed 
anything which could make me angry with him. And Air. 

I ever saw in my life, and you did nothing which could make me angry with you. lhe 

• 7 J . • _ ^ .1 11 _J .. 

other day it 
forgetting ever 

pray you all forgi. _ __ _ w ,, I 

asked that His Majesty might arise and forgive us, but he refused; so we said, according 

to the custom of the country, “ For God’s sake we torgive you. And immediately we 

kneeled down before him, begging him to forgive us, on which he answered, kk For God’s 

# There was one sentence in Her Majesty’s letter which was just contrary’ to its meaning translated. 
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sake I forgive you.” After this ceremony we had to sit down. Then the King said that 
each of us should write a letter to his relations, and give them the news that His Majesty, 
by the power of God, and for the friendship’s sake of the Queen of England, had pardoned 
and released us, and that we hope to see and meet them soon. After this we were 
dismissed. 

The King now told Mr. Rassam that he wished him to stay with him, until the Queen 
of England would send him a “kasa,” existing in artists, machines, and tools, &c., for 
which purpoee he should now write letters, and send one of the Europeans, who would 
come hack and bring the “ kasa.” 

I must make the remark, for your Lordship’s information, that the letter Mr. Rassam 
sends by me was dictated to him by His Majesty, and that after he had written it, he had 
to read it to Aito Samuel, Kantiba Haloo, and to the European artists. Mr. Rassam also 
asked me to inform your Lordship of the difficult position he was in when he had to write; 
yea, that he was obliged to write in that strange way his letter. 

In the afternoon Mr. Rassam was asked by His Majesty whom he wished to send to 
England. Mr. Rassam replied, “ Anyone to whom your Majesty gives confidence ; ” on 
which the King replied, “ Mr. Flad shall go. 1 trust him.’ 5 * The next morning the 
King sent for me, informing me that he wished me to take his and Mr. Rassam’s letter to 
England. I replied, “ Your Majesty, I am not the man fit for such a mission. I would 
feel very much obliged to your Majesty if you would send any one else.” King : “ No, 
you are the man we want; and you must understand that you are not my messenger, but 
Mr. Rassam’s. But you must use all your influence to bring me the workmen,” &c. 

Up to this date the money of Mr. Rassam was in the hands of the King. He gave 
me 1,000 dollars, to bring them, together with Aito Samuel, to Mr. Rassam, and I had to 
tell Mr. Rassam that His Majesty will send him by and by the rest of the money he took 
from him (6,800 dollars). On the same day (the 18th) the swords were given back to 
Mr. Pridaux and Dr. Blane. The King made the following excuse : “ I took your swords 
from you because I was afraid you might hurt yourself.” On the same day Mr. Rassam 
and companions received the presents which the King had ordered to be made for them— 
mules, saddles, shields, &c. 

On the 21st (the day when I left), early in the morning, His Majesty paid a visit to 
Mr. Rassam. At 11 o’clock His Majesty came the second time to the tent of Mr. Rassam, 
and had covered with carpets, by his first Minister, the floor of the three tents the English 
gentlemen occupied. In returning, he took Mr. Rassam by his right hand, and, walking 
along, he flattered him, that he was his brother, &c. When they reached the door of the 
hedge in which Mr. Rassam’s and our tents were, the King sent off the soldiers who 
hitherto had watched us day and night, saying, “ Get off, you naughty people; it is not 
necessary that you watch my friends and my brother Mr. Rassam.” None of us were 
allowed to go outside before the guard had been taken away. The evening previous 
Mr. Rassam and companions w ished to take a ride. They had to ask for permission, and 
a guard was going with them. At midday, on the 21st., the guns, pistols, shields, spears, 
powder, silver ornaments, &c., were sent back to Mr. Rassam ;f silver spoons, &c., were 
not restored. Also the money which was taken from the prisoners, though promised to 
be restored, was not given back to them before I left. I left the camp at 4 o’clock, after 
a heart-burning leave of my dear wife aad children, and all my other friends, whom I had 
to leave in the hands of the savage Theodore, the cruel, inhuman, and sly despot. 

Prom Segie I proceeded, by Tshelga, Mattemma, Kedaref, Kassala, and Bogos, to 
Massowah, at which place 1 arrived, after a dangerous and fatiguing journey, on the 31st 
of May. 

Begging your Lordship to make no public use of the above report, and, as I am by 
birth a German and not well acquainted with the English language, to pardon any 
mistake I have made. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. M. FLAD. 


# As I was informed by the European artists, the King had chosen me, not because he trusts me, but he said 
to them: “ To an European, his heart is his wife, and his eyes are his children. Mr. Flad has a wife and three 
children, which I will keep here, and then I am certain that he will return and bring me an answer/’ 
f All this was doue by the King that I might take the news to Europe. 
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No. 50. 

Mr. Flad to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 10.) 

My Lord, 

I HAVE further to bring to your Lordship’s information that all the struggles by 
King Theodore, the misery and imprisonment of the English Consul, Captain Cameron, 
and all those who were under his protection, arose partly from the imprudent transaction 
of the Consul’s business, and partly from the negligence of the Foreign Office, as also the 
conduct of some Europeans, which caused the King’s suspicion and distrust against the 
English nation. 

What I write now I don’t write it to bring accusations against persons; I merely write 
it down to make your Lordship more acquainted with the motives by which all these 

collisions between the two Governments were produced. 

1. Captain Cameron, when he came the first time to Abyssinia brought with him 
M. Bardel, a Frenchman, engaged as Secretary—a man of a very equivocal character— 
quarrelling with him and separating from him, he made him his constant enemy. And I 
believe that he is one of those who put the existing suspicion against Mr. Rassam and the 
English Government into the heart of the King, and who advised him to take hostages 
from England, else thev would revenge themselves, after they have liberated their subjects. 

M. Bardel, after having been dismissed by Captain Cameron, entered the King’s 
service. The King sent him with a letter to the Emperor of France. The contents of 
the letter were similar to that letter of the King which he sent at the same time by Captain 
Cameron to the Queen of England. 

After nine months M. Bardel returned from France with a letter in answer to the letter 
the King had sent. Though His Majesty was not much pleased with the answer of the 
Emperor Napoleon, he gave permission to the French Consul, M. Lejan, and his companion, 

Dr. Lagard, who had been kept for three or four months as prisoners at large, to leave his 
country. At that time M. Bardel reported in Abyssinia that the English Government 
will send no answer to the King, because they like much more the Egyptians than him. 

From where M. Bardel had receive this information I don’t know. He himself said to 
me that he heard it at Alexandria from an Englishman who was well acquainted with what 
is going on in the Foreign Office. I must say, the Government, as well as the different 
newspapers, and societies like that who sent Dr. Beke, acted very imprudently since our 
capture began. If some of those letters and despatches* would be sent by one of our 
enemies to King Theodore, they would be enough to provoke his indignation in such a way 
that he would kill in one day, not only those who have English blood in their veins, but 
every one who is from the European race. Until the Government has succeeded in procur- j 

ing the release of the prisoners it should be abolished that the newspapers receive any 
article regarding the Abyssinian captives. This is especially now at present most neces¬ 
sary, because that said M. Bardel is again on very friendly terms with Theodore, and he 
has his correspondent, Pater Dolroantv (Roman Priest) at Massowah and Hallai. 

M. Bardel is a man who would not care much if all our people would be killed in a 

one day. • ... 

2. " Consul Cameron when he came the first time to Abyssinia, after having been 

well received by His Majesty, and presented with a golden saddle and a mule, a horse, an 
ornamental shield, a bitwa, and 1,000 dollars, was intrusted by His Majesty with a letter 
for the Queen of England. The King wished him, if possible, to go himself to England 
and bring him an answer, if not, to stay at Bogos or Massowah. in order that when the 
answer comes, he shall bring it up to the King. Consul Cameron, against the advise of 
the King, went by Bogos to Kassala, and as he was sick he came to Mattemma up to 
Genda to get medicine in my house. At Keren, in the Bogos country, he separated from 
Aito Samuel, the man who was given by the King to him as Balderaba (introducer, escort, 

&c.). Aito Samuel wrote from Keren a very accusative letter to the King about Captain 
Cameron.t Having arrived at Gondar, at his first interview with His Majesty, the King 
was very angry with him. He asked him, What has become of my letter l A . 1 sent it 

from Aslum by two of my servants to Aden. 

King. Where is the answer ? Did I not tell you to bring me the answer ? A. I 
hope the answer will be here till January 1864. I left one of my men at Massowah with 

* For example, the despatch of Lord Russell to the Political Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, and many 
other articles, also letters from the prisoners. 

t Some Abyssinians also told the King that the English Consul abused and derogated him before the Turks, 

Whether this accusation was true or not, 1 don’t know. At his imprisonment, and at the reconciliation in 
Mr. Rassam’s tent, the charges His Majesty brought against Consul Cameron were: 1. lou went to my enemies, 
abused and derogated me; 2. You came back without bringing me an answer. 
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the order that as soon as the answer arrives he shall bring it up. I came only back because 
l am sick and I know that I would find some medicine at Mr. Flad’s. 

King. What for did you go to my enemies to Kassala?— A. Some Arab tribes have 
stolen cows from Hamarim, and I went only down to Kassala to speak to the Egyptian 
Government that they must be restored. 

King. It was not you business to interfere. Who told you to do so. Neither I 
myself nor your Queen gave you order to go down to Kassala. 

Though the King was at that time angry with Consul Cameron, he still treated him 
as his friend till the arrival of Mr. Kerans, who brought a letter from the Foreign Office to 
Consul Cameron, in wqich the arriva lof his despatches and the King’s letter to the Foreign 
Office was acknowledged. But no further remark was made about the King’s letter, nor 
was there given any hope that an answer would be sent. Captain Cameron was obliged 
to send a copy of his letter to the King, who for months had been seriously waiting for 
an answer of Her Majesty the Queen. 

Disappointed in his expectations he listened and believed all the calumniations of 
the anti-Anglican Europeans and Abyssinians. Some days after the arrival of that letter 
Consul Cameron was ordered to leave his house at Gondar, and to take his abode in a tent 
in the King’s camp ; that is to say, the Consul was a prisoner. This was in November 
1863, four months and a half after his second arrival in Abyssinia. Being out of good 
health he had once asked the King for permission to leave his camp and to abide in his 
house at Gondar. It was refused to him. The King said, Let him die, if they only cannot 
say that I have killed him. Where is the answer to my letter? Why does his Queen 
(abusing Her Majesty in a most vulgar manner) despise me ? 

More than five weeks after the Consul had received his letter from the Foreign Office 
he asked the King (in a letter) to give him permission to go to his post to Massowah. 
The following day he and all those who were under his protection were put in chains. If 
Mr. Kerans would have brought a letter for the King, whether good or bad, neither the 
Consul nor his subjects would have been imprisoned and deprived of all the property. Even 
Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal would have been released, and, as it was reported by the 
natives, all of us, together with the Consul, would have been sent out of Abyssinia. But 
instead of sending an answer to the Emperor, the Government wrote to their Consul to 
leave immediately the Abyssinian territory, and to proceed to his post to Massowah. 
From where he shall inform his Government what France is going to do against Abyssinia 
and what they are doing on the African shore of the Red Sea. From all this the Emperor 
was fully convinced that the intention of the English Government is to have nothing to 
do with him any more. How could it be otherwise expected than that the Emperor would 
take revenge on the Consul and his subjects ? 

When we were in prison the King once sent us a message saying, “ The Consul I have 
imprisoned because his Queen did not send me an answer. Personally, I have nothing 
against him. Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal I have imprisoned because they have abused 
me, and the rest (we were ten Europeans) I have imprisoned because I found that you 
white people are all bad.” 

The Rev. Mr. Stern was, after having received the King’s permission to leave his 
country, prevented from doing so because the King was informed (by somebody else) that 
the Bishop Salatna, the English Consul, and the Rev. Mr. Stern had made a eomplot 
against him. He was beaten, because when two of his interpreters w r ere beaten before 
him until they expired, he took up his hand covering his face. Then the King said to his 
soldier. “ He bites his finger against us; beat him.” Until the King was convinced that he 
gets no answer from the English Government, he treated Mr. Stern, though in prison, 
veiy polite. All his property was in Mr. Stern’s possession. Either bv M. Bardel 
himself, or by his influence through Aito Samuel, the King heard that Mr. Stern is anxious 
about some written things regarding him. His papers were examined and translated, and 
a severer imprisonment followed. 

3. Further, Consul Cameron when on Magdala gave to Dejaj Mereet (Duke of 
Hamazim and prisoner on Magdala) a paper of protection (safe-guard), in which he said, 
that in case England will take revenge on Abyssinia, the country and family of Dejaj 
Mereet shall be treated as friends, because he did all he could to provide for the English 
prisoners. Captain Cameron took that paper back and burnt it: but a copy of it was, 
by M. Kerans, Secretary of Consul Cameron, put into the hands of the mischievous 
Mr. Bardel, who, as it seems to me, made use of it to the disadvantage of Mr. llassam’s 
mission. , 

There were also some Abyssinians, especially one, a former servant of the late 
Mr. Baroni at Massowah, who advised the Emperor to keep Mr. Rassam in his country, 
else the English Government would not only send him no artists, but they may send 
troops to take revenge. 


4. It seems also that Her Majesty the Queen, in her letter to the Emperor Theodore, 
sent bv Mr. Rassam, did not enter into the different questions of the Emperor made in his 

letter in 1862. , , 

Also it seems that the English Government gave to the Emperor Theodore at the 

time of the late Consul Plowden some promises, which were never realized. From all 

these, and many other things, the King sees himself deceived in his expectations from the 

English Government, and therefore he distrusts us and hates us. 

° i beg your Lordship to excuse my liberty in making here some additional remarks of 

my own. , , , , 

Being fully convinced that the English Government, at the sad news I have to give, 

will be very much irritated and disappointed, because Mr. Rassam with the released 

prisoners was at this time expected to be back from Abyssinia: I fear that many 

voices will be heard: Send troops and force the Emperor Theodore to send all English 

subjects out of his dominions. . 

I make here the humble petition, and say : As the Government, since the Abyssinian 

captive began, experienced great patience, the Government should not lose it; but try to 

satisfy the claims of the Emperor. This could be accomplished: 

1 If the Government would give me a man and the necessary money, I would try to 

get the people the Emperor wants. 

Workmen are hitherto treated and paid well by King Theodore. The only thing 
which is to be feared is, if thev wish to go to their country, they would not be allowed to 
do so. Mr. Rassam received from the Emperor in money, presents, and other things 
about 25,000 German crowns. Consul Cameron received in money 1,000 and in presents, 
&c about 2,000 or more : 2,000 dollars the Emperor paid for the late Consul Plowden 
(money bv which Mr. Plowden was released out of the hands of his murderers, the rebel 
Gared) ; except what Consul Plowden had received during his stay in Abyssinia in money 
(which he borrowed from the Emperor), and what he received in corn, cows, honey, &c., 
that will make together a sum of some 30,000 German crowns. One part of this money 

would be sufficient for the purchasing of instruments, &c. 

2. If the Government would appoint Mr. Rassam Consul of Massowah and Abyssinia. 

From this the King would see that the English Government takes no hostile position 

towards him and his country. . , . . .... 

If England would take a hostile position towards Abyssinia, it might be, though this 
is very doubtful, that the Emperor would send out the English subjects at once; but there 
is much more reason to fear that a fatalist like him would, at once, in a most cruel and 
barbarous manner, slaughter all our people, together with his European workmen. There 
are twenty-six souls, Europeans, connected with Mr. Rassam. The European workmen 
with their wives and children are thirty-five souls ; all together sixty-one souls, Europeans, 
except all the native servants, who would, with their masters, have to share the same fate. 
In the other wav, it is to be expected that as soon as hostile troo js enter Abyssinia the 
Emperor might take our people, and retiring to any distant Galla country, lie would 
torture them (which is worse than to be killed at once), in order to force them to write, 
that the troops shall leave his dominions. Therefore, it is most desirable to finish with 

this man in peace. 



No. 51. 


Mr. Flad to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 14.) 

Mv Lord, .. . Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury , July 14, 1866. 

' j H AD hoped ere this to have had the honour of a summons from your Lordship, 
but not having done so, I feel it necessary to state a circumstance which came to my 
knowledge while on mv journey to this country, and that is, that it was strongly reported 
that Egyptian troops were collecting on the borders to make a descent upon Bogos, a 
district belonging to the King of Abyssinia ; and 1 very much fear if this is done, that it 
will not only be determinated to the captives and Mr. Rassam, but that the King may be 
induced to re-imprison them on that account, and that His Majesty (who has an exceed¬ 
ingly suspicious mind) may think the British Government might prevent such an occur- 

rence * I have, ftc. 


— m ^ v 
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No. 52. 

Mr. Murray to the Assistant Resident at Aden. 

Si r 3 Foreign Office, July 16, 1866. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 21st ultimo, reporting the steps which you 
took to expedite the journey to this country from Abyssinia of the Rev. Mr. Flad, and I 
approve your proceedings in this respect. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 53. 

The Assistant Resident at Aden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 17.) 
(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, June 21, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report for your Lordship’s information in continuation of mv 
despatch No. 457 of 17th instant, that in consequence of the strong head winds prevailing 
in the Red Sea at this season and the slow speed of the “ Victoria ” in addition to the 
unsatisfactory state of her machinery, her Commander deemed it more advisable to return 
to Aden with Mr. Flad in place of at once proceeding with him on to Suez, more especially 
as he was firmly convinced that by so doing he would thereby hasten Mr. Flad’s arrival in 
England. The “ Victoria ” arrived here at 5 p.m. to-day, and after a consultation with 
Mr. Flad, I considered it more prudent to send him on to Suez, with a letter of introduction 
to Colonel Stanton, Consul-General in Egypt, at once by the French mail steamer which 
was signalled and arrived in harbour within an hour or 'so after the “ Victoria ” came to 
anchor. The letters to your Lordship’s address that Mr. Flad is the bearer of, will explain 
the present position of Mr. Rassam and his companions, and Mr. Flad will communicate to 
your Lordship what has actually happened between the King and Mr. Rassam to cause the 
latter’s detention; it is needless to add that Mr. Rassam has been unable to enter as fully 
as he would have wished, the letter with Mr. Flad having been almost dictated by the 
Emperor. As the French steamer is to leave so soon, I am precluded from recording clearly, 
for your Lordship’s information, the intelligence that Mr. Flad is in possession of; that 
gentleman has, however, made a written statement of the facts as they occurred, which he 
will have the honour of handing to your Lordship on arrival in London. Mr. Flad is 
entirely without means and has not a change of clothes. I have consequently taken upon 
myself to supply him with clothing for the present, and have given him 501. for current 
expenses and to cover certain sums that he has been forced to disburse on his downward 
journey. I have further informed him he need be in no fear of not receiving ample 

remuneration for the services he is rendering. 1 trust that my proceedings will meet with 
your Lordship’s approval. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 54. 

Mr. Flad to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 17.) 

My Lord, 42, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, July 17, 1866. 

IN the interview which I had the honour of having with your Lordship yesterday, I 
ventured to suggest the urgent necessity of my having an interview with Her Majesty, in 
order that on my return to Abyssinia, I might be enabled to assure the King that 
Her Majesty had been graciously pleased to grant me an audience. 

The reason for my being desirous of obtaining such audience, is my conviction, that 
on my return to Abyssinia the first question that will be asked by the King is, whether I 
had seen Her Majesty, and 1 fear that a negative answer would greatly endanger the 
success of my mission. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


Inclosure in No. 54. 


Letter of King Theodore to Mr. T. M. Flad, in order to engage workmen for him. 

IN the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one God. 

Theodoras, King of Kings of Ethiopia, who is a creature and a servant of God, the 

son of David and Solomon. 

I send Mr. Flad to Europe because I am in want of skilful artists. All those 
workmen who would like to come to my country, rejoicing in their coming, I shall receive 
them with great honour and give them good pay for their services. If they wish to 
remain in mv country I shall make their abode most happy (pleasant). But, if they, after 
havin^ teached mv people their arts for some years, wish to return to their counti\, I shall, 
through the power of God, give them a splendid pay, and with great honour I shall send 

them back to their country. 


Men and Material required by King Theodore from England and Her Majesty’s Government. 

1. Two gunsmiths. 

2 An Artillery ofticer. 

3. An iron-founder, who is able to erect a foundry and furnace. All to be furnished 

with necessary tools and instruments. 

4. One or two boat-builders. 

5. A cart and wheelwright. ,. 

His Majesty would also be pleased if Her Majesty’s Government were to send him 

the following articles :— 

1. A small blast steam-engine for foundry. 

2. A turning bench, with necessary tools. 

3. A distilling machine. 

4. Machinery for the manufacturing of gun-caps, with necessary copperplate, &c., &c. 

5. A good telescope. 

6. A gunpowder mill with rollers. 

7. A good supply of gunpowder and gun-caps. 

8. Some handsome large square carpets, silks, tumblers and goblets. 

9. Some double-barrel guns and pistols, and two good regimental swords. 

11. Some European curiosities. 


No. 55. 

Mr. Flad to the King of Abyssinia. 

London, July 18, 1866. 

In the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one God. 

MAY this letter, which is sent by Martin Flad, reach the King of Kings Theodoras. 
May the Redeemer of the world give your Majesty health and prosperity. Amen. 

' On the 10th of July I have by the power and grace of God arnved in good health 
at this place. Your Majesty’s letter, as well as I myself, had by Her Majesty the Queen 

Victoria a kind and friendly reception. , 

Her Majesty’s Governors take every day great trouble to find the artizans your 

Majesty^wants^ceivej ^ prom } se to ge t my leave after a fortnight. If God Almighty 

keeps me in health, I shall arrive Massowah at the end of September. 

I beg your Majesty to send me word to Massowah whether I may come up to your 

Majesty by Tigre or whether I have to take the road by Matemma. > 

' There is a great war in Germany. The King of Prussia, united with the King of 
Italy, is fighting the Emperor of Austria. In a great battle which was fought at Sadowa, 
the Emperor of Austria had a great loss, and was forced to retire. 

May God, our Heavenly Father, protect your Majesty. 

J (Signed) 


T. M. FLAD. 



















No. 56. 




Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 18.) 

(Secret.) 

Mv Lord, London, July 18, 1866. 

AS it is of vital importance to the safety of the mission now in Abyssinia under 
Mr. Rassam, as well as to those who were till lately in captivity there, that there should 
not be the slightest appearance of any forcible measures being taken against the Emperor 
Theodoras, I have the honour to bring to your Lordship’s notice that I have heard from 
more than one quarter, that it is contemplated by the Egyptian Government to advance 
troops to the frontier of Abyssinia for the purpose of settling old boundary' disputes, and 
for further operations as opportunity offered. Mr. Flad informs me that on his way home 
from the Court of King Theodoras, he heard the report from good authority. During the 
last few days I have been told by a distinguished officer of the Bombay Army, Colonel 
Sir H. Green, who has lately returned from a tour through the French possessions in 
Algeria, that just before leaving Algiers he saw a train of light guns, suitable for mountain 
warfare, ready for embarkation. These he was told had been prepared for the purpose of 
being sent to Alexandria for the use of the Egyptian Government in its projected opera¬ 
tions against Abyssinia; it was also said that French officers would accompany the 
artillery to assist, and to do duty with, the Egyptian forces. This was freely spoken of, 
and as regards the guns, is not an improbable circumstance, as they could be sent by vessel 
along the coast, and landed at Alexandria without attracting any particular notice. Taking 
the above into consideration, I cannot help thinking that an early movement against 
Abyssinia is contemplated by His Highness the Viceroy ; I would therefore most respect¬ 
fully suggest, and earnestly urge, that measures may be taken to prevent a step which 
would prove so certainly fatal to every European now in Abyssinia—King Theodoras being 
of a most suspicious nature would at once conclude that the Egyptian move was in accord 
with the views of Her Majesty’s Government, and that it was intended to punish him for 
his late conduct to Colonel Cameron. It would be all the more dangerous at the present 
time, when Mr. Flad is in this country deputed by the King to Her Majesty the Queen. 
It would appear to the King as a direct rejection of his advances, and a breach of good 
faith with him ; the immediate incarceration, if not death, of Mr. Rassam, Captain 
Cameron, and all the others would follow inevitably. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 57. 

Mr. Hammond to Colonel Stanton. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 18, 1866. 

RUMOURS have reached Her Majesty’s Government that Viceroy is about to under¬ 
take an armed expedition against Abyssinia. Ascertain whether there is any foundation 
for them. Such an expedition might lead to fatal results as regards European captives, 
and Her Majesty’s Government are most anxious to know what are the intentions of the 
Viceroy, so that, if necessary, they may appeal to him to defer his hostilities. 


No. 58. 


Mr. McDowall to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 19.) 

My Lord, 7, Strada Irlandese , La Valletta, Malta. 

1 CRAVE pardon for addressing you, but having a favour to ask and a proposal to 
make, was unable to gain your attention in a more regular way. 

I must inflict a short biography of my late uncle Mr. Bell, who, eighteen years in 
Abyssinia, possessed the most unbounded influence over the Emperor, and whilst living 
always protected British interests. Theodore intended sending him on a mission to the 
Courts of St. James and the Tuileries, but his death in action in 1860 was about the 
beginning of the difficulties now existing. 

I am aware it is scarcely en regie to put forward private claims to influence Govern¬ 
ment negotiations, but with a semi-barbarous monarch like Theodore 1 presume my 
uncle’s nephew would be well received. He (the Emperor) sent my late uncle’s arms ancl 
















decorations through Captain Playfair of Aden to our late Governor Sir J. G. Le Marchant, 
from whom my mother l’eceived them. 

I therefore would offer myself as a political agent to arrange the affair of prisoners, 
subject to such instructions as your Lordship would give, and should your Lordship 
condescend graciously to look favourably upon my offer would hold myself in readiness to 
proceed to the Abyssinian Court. 

Apologising for mv diffuseness and intrusion on vour valuable time, I am, &c. 

F ’ (Signed) JOHN M. McDOWALL. 


No. 59. 


Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanton. 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 19, 1866. 

INFORM Acting Resident at Aden that Mr. Flad has arrived in England and is in 
communication with this office on the subject of his journey to this country; and beg 
him to inform Mr. Rassam, if he has the means of doing so. 


No. 60. 

Mr. Hammond to Colonel Stanton. 

gj Fj Foreign Office, July 19, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter from 
Colonel Merewether* relative to a rumour that the Viceroy of Egypt contemplates hostilities 
against Abyssinia, and calling attention to the danger in which the European captives in 

that country would be involved if such intentions were carried out. 

I desired you by my telegram of yesterday to make inquiry into this matter, and 

Colonel Merewether’s letter will show you upon what information my telegram was 
founded. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 




No. 61. 


Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received July 20, 11*30 A.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, July 20, 1866, 8 a.m 

f HAVE reason to believe the rumours mentioned in your Lordship’s telegram of 
the 18th are ungrounded, but will make it my business to inquire into and report to your 

Lordship on this subject. 


No. 62. 


Colonel Stanton to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 20.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, July 10, 1866 

I BEG leave to forward to your Lordship the accompanying translation of a letter 
that has lately reached me from Kerin in the country of Bogos, near the Abyssinian 

The writer, as far as I am able to ascertain, is not a person in whom much confidence 
can be placed, and, I am informed, formerly belonged to the Roman Catholic Mission at 
Massow’ah, but was dismissed for misconduct, and 1 have thought it better to take no 
notice of his communication until I receive your Lordship’s instructions on the subject. 

The country of Bogos appears to be disputed territory, but can hardly be considered 
as situated within the Abyssinian frontier, and it is not unreasonable to suppose that the 


* No. 5 6. 
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Egyptian Government considers its territory to extend to the frontier of Abyssinia, and 
resents the idea of the formation of an independant State within its boundaries as appears 
to be the purport of the writer of the letter. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ’ EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 62. 

Mr. Stella to Colonel Stanton. 

(Translation.) 

Sir, Keren, May 28, 1866. 

IN the year 1854 when I was at Bogos, the Egyptian troops of Taka, residing at 
Kassala, attacked the country of Bogos, robbed and made slaves of everybody they could 
lay their hands upon. At that time, Mr. Plowden, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul in 
Abyssinia, was at Massowah, and as he favoured me with his friendship, I took the liberty 
of submitting this case to him, and asked him to do his utmost to liberate the prisoners 
taken. 

Mr. Plowden wrote to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt on the 
subject, who took such measures to get the prisoners returned, and from that time up to 
now I remained here taking care of the tribe of Bogos. Mr. Cameron, British Consul at 
Massowah, two years and a-half ago visited this country and promised them British 
protection and I remained here waiting for such. After Mr. Cameron’s departure to 
Abyssinia, the Egyptian subjects from Kassala, Baria, Beni Amer, and others attacked this 
country twice, robbed Bogos of more than 2,000 cows, took about 200 persons prisoners, 
and killed 50 men, amongst whom were 2 of my servants. 

When the things reached this stage the people of Bogos asked me to write to your 
Excellency begging of you to protect them from the attacks of these Egyptian subjects, 
and to force the latter to give up their prisoners, to pay the cost of the cows taken by 
them, and to make them look upon this country as upon a British possession, hoping that 
the great British Power will continue to protect them and force the Egyptian subjects to 
deliver up the goods and persons taken from them. 

I beg to excuse my writing to you direct, if I may be useful to you in any way, 
command me and you shall be obeyed. 

I shall consider myself fortunate if you grant me British protection. 

Mr. Flad will give you any information you may require about me. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G. STELLA. 


No. 63. 

Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 4. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 21, 1866. 

WITH reference to my despatch, Consular, No. 43 of the 19th instant, I am directed 
by Lord Stanley to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Paris, from which you will perceive that the French Government assert that they have 
no knowledge of the reported intention of the Viceroy of Egypt to commence hostilities 
against Abyssinia. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 
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No. 64. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Me Dowall. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 24, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter without 
date, offer in" your' services in order to obtain the release of Europeans detained in 
Abyssinia, and I am desired by his Lordship to thank you for this offer, of which, however, 
Her Maiestv’s Government have no occasion to avail themselves. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 



No. 65. 

Mr. Murray to the Acting Resident at Aden. 

% 

Dear Sir Foreign Office, July 26, 1866. 

I SEND you, at the request of the Rev. Mr. Flad, the accompanying letter which 

he has addressed to you, together with the letter to King Theodore to which he refers, and 

two other letters, one to Mr. Munzinger at Massowah, and the other to Mr. Rassam. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 



No. 66. 


Memorandum. 

MR. FLAD called to-day to say he had received a note from Colonel Merewether, 
who advised him to proceed at once on his visit to Germany, and to return to England 

before re-embarking for Abyssinia. ... 

I asked what progress he had made in getting the artizans. None. whatever, he 

replied, and he added that he would not undertake any responsibility on this account:— 

That Her Majesty’s Government must do it all themselves ! I said Government had left 

left the matter entirely in his hands. 

July 28, 1866. 

No. 67. 


(No. 77.) 

My Lord, 


Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 7.) 


L.ord Alexandria, July 23, 1866. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 74 of the 20th instant to your Lordship, I have 
now the honour to report that I have taken the earliest occasion of mentioning to his 
Excellency Raghib Pasha the rumours that have reached your Lordship as to the hostile 

intentions of this Government against Abyssinia, and requested his Excellency to inform 

me what foundation there might be for these rumours. Raghib Pasha assured me 
immediately that the Egyptian Government had not the smallest intention of making any 
hostile demonstration "against that country; and I have every reason to believe his 
Excellency’s assertion, as from inquiries I have made in other quarters I cannot ascertain 
that any steps whatever have been taken that would give the slightest foundation for the 
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No. 68. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 9.) 

(No. 67. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, July 31, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship the inclosed despatch from the 
Assistant Political Resident at Aden, dated the 20th instant, forwarding letters from 

Mr. Itassam, Consul Cameron, and Dr. Blane, that had reached him on the 
previous day. 

These letters give intelligence from Abyssinia up to the 29th May, and confirm the 
statement made by Mr. Flad as to the state of affairs in that country, adding that since 
that gentleman’s departure the Emperor has shown marked attention to Mr. Rassam and 
his party. 

His Majesty has, however, evidently set his heart upon procuring the services of skilled 
labourers, who can undertake the manufacture of cannon as well as shot and shell, and I 
fear the release of the captives depends very much upon the amount of satisfaction His 
Majesty may experience at the manner in which his demands are met by Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 68. 

The Assistant Resident at Aden to the Earl of Clarendon. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord. . Aden, July 20, 1866. 

I DO myself the honour to forward a despatch received yesterday afternoon from 
Massowah from Mr. Rassam to your Lordship’s address. 

2. Her Majesty’s steamer “ Victoria ” left this on the 11th instant, conveying stores 
and medicines that had been sent for by Mr. Rassam to Massowah, and to obtain any 
further intelligence there might be from the Mission. On her arrival there, she found 
that messengers had arrived from the King’s camp on the 9th instant, with several letters 
from Mr. Rassam, Consul Cameron, and the Europeans lately in confinement in the 
country. Copies of such of these private letters as I am able to take notice of are inclosed 
for your Lordship’s information. 

. I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 68. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewetlier. 

My dear Colonel, Zegay, on Lake Tsana, Abyssinia, May 28, 1866. 

ALTHOUGH my letter which I dispatched to you by Mr. Flad on the 21st ultimo 
will give you very little news, but the bearer will have it in his power to report to you 
minutely upon all the circumstances connected with my detention in this countiy. I hope 
and trust that, on his arrival at Massowah he will find a steamer there to take him to Aden, 
in which case he ought to be with you before the end of this month. Mr. Flad has written 
to me from Matemma to say that he had heard there of a regular communication existing 
(by steam) between Suakin and Suez three or four times a month, and he thought it would 
be better for him to go up to Egypt through that route than to go to Massowah and 
Aden. Before he left us 1 told him that in case he discovered, on arriving at Kasala, that 
it would be quicker for him to reach England via Suakin, lie was to go that way—but I 
told him that as soon as he arrived at Cairo, he was to go to the Consul-General and 
deliver the package of letters addressed to you, and ask him to open it for the purpose of 
making himself acquainted with what has taken place. I have also asked Mr. Flad to 
request our Consul-General to have copies made ofthe officials, and forward them to you 
to Aden. 1 wish very much that you could see Mr. Flad, as I am certain that my last 
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guarded few lines will puzzle you not a little, especially if evil reports have found their 
way to your place. Ever since the departure of Mr. Flad, the Emperor has been more kind 
than ever, and indeed not a day passes without his showing me and my party marked 
attention and civility. He does not think it below his dignity to come and visit me in my 
tent, and render me such honours as he had never exhibited towards any other represen¬ 
tative of a foreign Government before—on several occasions he took me out shooting with 
him, and a few days ago he presented me with a handsome fowling-piece. He has presented 
Blane and Prideaux with three fine horses, decorated with the royal saddle, bridles, and 
trappings. My horse is a beauty, and is one of the best, easy-going animals I ever rode. 
He was one of His Majesty’s riding horses, and is reckoned very high bred. Blane’s and 
Prideaux’s are very spirited, consequently my companions would rather admire the nags a 
good distance from them than enjoy their ride. In commemoration of our Queen’s birth¬ 
day, the Emperor gave a grand entertainment on the 24th instant, and fired a royal salute 
in honour of the occasion—he had nothing but feasting on that day. The courteous atten¬ 
tion of the Emperor in honour of Her Majesty has created a good impression amongst both 
Europeans and natives ; and I yet trust that matters will end satisfactorily to all parties 
concerned. We are all still living with the Emperor in his compound, and he maintains us 
all in a most generous manner. It is believed that His Majesty will soon start in a war 
expedition, and he intends to place us during the rainy season in some safe place with the 
European artizans. We have only had a few showers as yet, but I am told that the heavy 
rains will set in regularly soon after the beginning of next month. I am glad to say that 
we are all well, and considering the extensive marshes all around us, it is wonderful that 
there is so little sickness in the Royal camp. His Majesty sent to ask me the other day 
(long after Mr. Flad left) to write to the Bombay Government for artizans who knew how 
to cast cannons, and also for instruments for making the same; I told him that Bombay 
being a dependency of England, the authorities had no power to do as he requested without 
the sanction of the Home Government. He wished to send 10,000 dollars for what he 
wanted, and said that he would double the sum if required—he then asked me to get him 
some books upon artillery practice, as he has a great number ot European workmen here who 
have been making small cannons and mortars, which were made with rude instruments, 
and the artillery men he has are not able to fire them properly, that is to say, they cannot 
aim to a nicety, especially in throwing up shells to the proper place. 1 told him that 1 
should write to Aden for the books, and as I wish to honour His Majesty, I hope that you 
will be able, with the assistance of Colonel Woollcombe, to send up some useful books 
wherein a man may learn how to fire cannons and mortars, and everything to do with shell 
practice. If you can also manage to send me about 100 or 200 fusees of different sizes for 
shells, they will be very much appreciated. Our Royal friend here will not understand 
what is best to his interests, and thinks that he is not acting in an unfriendly way by 
keeping us here, and writing for things which cannot be supplied, especially the matter of 
the artizans. If you are able to comply with my request, kindly have everything you send 
up to me packed well in wax-cloth and in small parcels, in consequence of the rainy season, 
and the packages may have to be carried on men’s shoulders. If you can also find a book 
wherein there is a description about melting iron and casting shot, and how to make an 
oven for the same, our friend would be glad to get it; of course he has a number of people 
who can read English. Kindly also send me about a dozen pieces of shirting or longcloth, 
and no end of buttons for shirts also ; about five or six dozen shirts made of nice calico 
but without linen fronts. Everything to do with shirts, either made of silk or calico, are 
appreciated in this country. 1 hope you will also remember us in the newspaper line— 
we have not had any news from Europe ever since we left Massowah, and consequently are 
all ignorant as to European politics. You cannot confer greater kindness on us than by 
sending us every scrap of newspaper you can spare, from the time we left you on the 
October—only please do not send any containing abusive matter. Blane is out of medi¬ 
cine. He wrote to you by Mr. Flad for some. Kindly try and send them to Massowah as 
soon as possible, with the things I sent for, in order that M. Munzinger may send them up 
by the messenger who carries this letter. A messenger reached the Emperor from I)r. Beke 
vesterdav with the report ot the latters detention at llallai by the Tigre rebels. from my 
letter to the principal Secretary ot State tor foreign Atfairs, which 1 send to you herewith 
for your perusal, you will find what steps His Majesty has taken tor his release. 1 he 
messenger has reported that Dr. Beke had brought a fine gold chain for the Emperor, and 
a silver one for the shield-bearer, as if the latter ever sits in the presence of his Royal 
Master. He reported also that Dr. Beke had brought a telegraph with him, whereupon he 
was asked why his master did not communicate with the Emperor by the electric wire. 
Kindly try and send us 1,000 or 2,000 dollars to Matemma, to be consigned to 
Mr. Eipperle, the missionary of the Jerusalem mission there, as we may one day find it 
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useful. I must now conclude, as I find I have written all that can be communicated 
just now. I shall write again in July, or sooner if required. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 

P.S. May 29.—The Emperor has replied to Dr. Beke in English, and told him that 
he ought not to have gone up to Hallai without his leave, especially as he knew that that 
part of Abyssinia was in a disturbed state. He has informed him that he has written to the 
chiefs in Tigre, ordering them to send him down to Massowah in safety, and directed him to 
remain there until he would write and acquaint him by what route he was to come up. 

H. R. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 68. 

Dr. Blane to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 


My dear Colonel, Zecjay, May 26, 1866. 

WE heard the other day that Mr. Flad was likely to proceed home via Suakin, in 
which case this note may reach you before you have any exact appreciation of our adven¬ 
tures and actual position. On the 13th of last month we left, us three, in boats to pay 
our respects to the King before our departure, and at the same time the Europeans left by 
land, our point of rendezvous being fixed at a spot near the western extremity of the Lake, 
where our heavy baggage was to be sent; from thence, once united, again we were to 
proceed to Matemma. At about 1 o’clock we reached Zege, and landed at a few hundred 
yards from the Royal Enclosure. We were received at the beach with the usual honours: 

mr » / 

the head of the army Ras Engedda, and several other officers of His Majesty’s household, 
greeted us in the Emperor’s name; mules from the Imperial stables conducted us to the 
King’s hall of reception ; we alighted near the door, and on approaching saw that the hall 
was crowded with officers in their gala dresses standing on each side; at the top of the hall 
the chief officers were standing near the throne, but His Majesty was not present. We had 
hardly entered when suddenly we were all three seized by men posted for the purpose, and 
our swords torn away from us before we knew where we were; my pouch and cap were 
also thrown on the ground. All the time I was firmly seized by three men ; I was 
perfectly bewildered, and did not know what to make of it. I looked round and saw 
Rassam, his coat opened, and held by three men; and turning round perceived that 
Prideaux was having his sash wrenched from him, making his eye-glass fly backwards a 
distance of several yards: the sight was so ridiculous that I could not help grinning at the 
face the poor fellow was making; the whole occurrence lasted but a few' seconds—much 
less time than it requires to relate. This took place a few yards from the door. 

We were then, on a signal from the head Ras, walked up to the end of the room, and 
made to sit down on a carpet at the foot of the throne, our captors sitting near and behind 
us. The Ras then with other officers left the place, but shortly afterwards returned with 
a message from His Majesty to Rassam : “ Why did you not bring the prisoners over with 
you?"’ Rassam answered, “Because your Majesty allowed them to go by land.” The 
second message was, “ Did you not bring a friendly letter from the Queen, and did not I 
release the prisoners for her sake ? It is true that I consented to the prisoners leaving 
without begging pardon, but 1 was ashamed to refuse you as you asked for it.” Third 
message, “ Why did you send letters to Massowah?” Fourth message, “ Did I ask you 
to write to the Queen for a man to instruct my people, and did you not say that you 
would?” A letter containing part of the genealogy of the King was then read, and other 
messages were brought: “That the prisoners had been sent for;” “ that our swords had 
been taken away so that we should not hurt ourselves or others when w T e heard the bad 
news;” “ that we must not be afraid, but it was only a cloud on our friendship, and that 
in a few days everything would be all right again.” The assembly was then dismissed. 

We remained in the durbar, guarded by the Rasses and our first captors, for about an 
hour, until a tent was pitched for us in the King’s C ompound. We then proceeded to the 
tent, and remained in it guarded by the Rasses and a guard until after the interview of the 
16th, when once more again we were comparatively free. After the questions had been 
put to us, the King proceeded to examine our baggage in presence of the Gaffat people, 
who had been ordered to come with us to the King’s camp; arms, ammunition, money, 
telescopes, paper, and jewels were taken out, a list of these things being made by some of 
the Gaffat people by the King’s order. Afterwards our luggage was sent to us, our 
servants ordered to attend us as usual, and a present of cows, sheep, bread, &c., sent to us 
by order of llis Majesty. On the 14th our luggage arrived ; and having been searched, as 
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the first part of it, and objects of the same nature taken from it, was afterwards sent 
to us. The Europeans arrived the same day, chained two and two, and placed in an 

enclosure at the extremity of the camp at about a mile from us. 

On Monday morning the 16th, we were called before His Majesty, at about 9 o’clock ; 
we found him standing before his durbar surrounded by his Rasses and several hundred 
officers, forming a crescent, the Rasses and principal officers being in a line in front of the 
throne ; carpets were spread for us and the Gaffat gentlemen, others were already seated 
at the right of the throne. After His Majesty had greeted us, he ordered us to be seated 
on carpets in front of the throne, himself sitting on a small bed placed on the left of the 
throne; about ten minutes after our arrival, the Europeans were brought in chained two 
by two. The Emperor sent them a cordial greeting and at once ordered the chains to be 
taken off from Captain Cameron and from Mr. Bardel, and these two were told to come 
and sit near us. His Majesty then told the prisoners individually what charge he had 
against them, and asked them for what reason they had abused him. They all acknowledged 
their error and prayed for forgiveness; he then ordered his pedigree from the old 
Emperors of Abyssinia to be proved before us, numerous witnesses stepped forward to swear 
to the truth of his royal lineage. This concluded, we were told to stand before him ; he 
then addressed us and asked again why we had not brought the prisoners to him, so as to 
be mutually reconciled, asked us if we were his masters to go against his will. We were 
theft told to sit down again. He afterwards addressed a few questions to Consul Cameron 
about his not bringing an answer to the letter, and why he had asked to leave in three 

days. . . 

Consul Cameron answered that he was only acting according to the instructions of 

his Government, and begged pardon if he had, by so doing, offended llis Majesty. 

The King then said that he would shortly see us again, to settle different matters, and 
that the Consul was to remain with us. That day a large inclosure w ; as built in the King’s 

Compound and our tents pitched in it, early the next morning. 

On the 17th we were again called before His Majesty, we found in the durbar room 
only the Guffat gentlemen, Ras Engeddah and a few officers of high rank. His Majesty 
after some polite queries told us to sit down on carpets spread at the left of the throne; 
the Europeans were then brought in (with the exception of Captain Cameron and 
Mr. Bardel, the former being with us) and bowing to the ground awaited the King s 
pleasure to rise ; it being, according to the custom of the country, the manner to implore 
forgiveness. His Majesty immediately told them to rise, and bowing his head to the 
ground begged their pardon and afterwards ours for what had taken place between us; we 
begged him to rise and told him that our friendship for him had never been altered by the 
misunderstanding that had taken place; when all were seated, he read a letter to the 
Queen, and asked Rassam if he was ready to write the letter he had promised formerly 
regarding the European workmen. 

A reply in the affirmative having been given, he told us to be happy and consider 

ourselves as his friends and to go back to our tents. 

A few days afterwards Mr. Flad left us, you know; all our things, except a part ot 

Rassam’s pisa, were sent back. His Majesty’s constant desire has always been to do his best 
ma ke ns comfortable; with his own hands he spread carpets in Rassam s tent, thehead Ras 
in mine and Prideaux’s ; he gave us mules, shields, horses, took us out several times shooting 
with him a few days ago to witness the trial of a small gun made by the Gaffat gentlemen, 
and on the 24th gave a great proof of his good will and friendship by feasting to the best 

of his abilities the birthday of his friend, our gracious Queen. 

I can give you but a very concise account of the many events that took place, but 
believe that the principal facts have been related, at all events I have only spoken of things 
of which I am perfectly sure; we are still living in the same place, and now that the rainy 
season is beginning in earnest, the place will soon be a perfect swamp. We got orders about 
three weeks ago to send all our heavy baggage to Korata ; the Gaffat gentlemen are there 
since Mr. Flad’s departure, so that it is not impossible that we may be sent there for the 
winter, though little is known, or rather nothing at all about His Majesty’s intentions. 
Living in a confined space in the middle of a camp without any sanitary regulations, 1 fear 
that our health will suffer; Cameron is very weak and worn out, and even Mr. Stern has 
lost much of his former stamina; we have all been more or less unwell, and it requires 
great care to avoid sickness. I took the liberty in my note to you (through Mr. Had; to 
ask you to be kind enough to send us some medicine and stores, of both we are much in 
want. Cameron and myself mess together, and as we are somewhat shaky, are looking 
forward to vegetables, juices, fish, sauces, brandy, &c. with almost as much impatience as 
to news about our future fate. 1 keep no diary, kindly therefore do not destroy this letter 
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as I will ask you to kindly let me have it on my return if ever such an event takes 
place. 

(Signed) H. BLANC. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 68. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Hammond. 

Dear Sir, Ziggui, Abyssinia, May 24, 1866. 

MY letter to you from Korata was written under circumstances in which it was 
difficult to express myself plainly, and my last letters to England, forwarded by Mr. Flad, 
are so much waste paper. It would not have been honest to that gentleman to trust him 
with papers which, if he had been arrested on the road, might have brought him into 
trouble. 

I think it, however, desirable to inform you on this occasion, as a long time may 
elapse before I have a chance of writing to you again, of the real state of affairs as regards 
myself and the other Europeans detained here. 

At the time that 1 wrote from Korata, I was under the impression that everything 
was settled. It turned out, however, afterwards that there was a passage in the King’s letter, 
conveying to us his pardon, in which he wished for ‘‘ pledges of friendship.’’ This meant, in 
fact, artizans, who were to take our places. And it was not His Majesty’s intention to let 
us go until he obtained these. 

In an interview which the King had with his German workmen, he said as much openly. 
“ If I let them go,” said he, “ what shall I have in hand?” He is afraid, I believe, of 
reprisals, and, ignorant as he is of European usages, wishes to have hostages in his hands, 
so as to prevent any aggressive movements on your part. Even an aggressive movement 
on the part of Turkey, would, I believe, be paid for by us, unless our friend were detained 
by fear. 

The King, however, dissembled his real views, and left it to Mr. Rassam’s option to 
decide whether we should be sent out of the country or not. The latter was only too glad 
of the opening, fearful as he was that the sight of the missionaries, especially Mr. Stern, 
might excite the King to some act of violence; and it was arranged that we should leave 
for Matemma, and Mr. Rassam and his party should go to the King first, for a parting 
interview, and then join us half-way to Matemma. 

We accordingly started, each party in its own direction. Myself and the Magdala 
prisoners were arrested, after being allowed to go one stage, chained, and stripped of all our 
money and other property, while Mr. Rassam, lieutenant Prideaux, and Dr. Blane were 
seized on their arrival at the royal camp, their uniform torn open, their persons searched 
for arms, and their swords taken away. They were then put in a tent and guarded, close 
prisoners for three days. We were brought over to where they were. 

The accusations against the missionaries were then gone over. They had abused His 
Majesty’s person, and criticised his Government. 

The charges against myself were confined to my having come back without an answer 
to His Majesty’s letter, and obeyed the orders sent to me from the Foreign Office, acknow¬ 
ledging the receipt of the King’s letter, and ordering me to return to my post immediately. 

After the King had finished with us, Mr. Rassam and his party were ordered to rise 
(the explanation took place in the open air, and before thousands of natives), and 
Mr. Rassam was very sharply spoken to, for having wished to get us out of the country. 

My chains had been opened immediately on my reaching the presence of the King, 
and I was ordered to place myself with Mr. Rassam and the officers with him, and His 
Majesty’s questions were put to me after I was free from chains. 

The others were very roughly cross-examined, and left in chains until the following 

day. 

Mr. Rassam’s property had been taken away on his being made prisoner. But now 
everything is friendly, and our money and other things are gradually being returned. 

You will have seen Mr. Flad by this time, and must understand the drift of His 
Majesty’s late conduct. 

All I hope is, that Government will be firm, and let him know the truth. 

It should not be disguised from him that his course of proceeding is not one which 
the British Government approves, and if presents or a courteous letter are sent, they 
should be accompanied by a strong remonstrance, and a demonstration on the Abvssinian 
frontier. 
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It would not be a bad thing, if a strong-minded man, with courage and firmness to 
face consequences, were sent with the next letter. 

The best thing would have been to have sent a letter long ago, but not by an officer 

of rank. 

The next best thing would have been to have allowed Mr. Palgrave to come with plain 
and straight-forward instructions. 

Now that we are all in the difficulty together, I believe the best plan will be what I 
have indicated. 

I don’t believe that mere presents will ever get Mr. Rassam and his people out. They 
are looked on as valuable capital, and the King will work his new mine as far as he can. 

I will write again when I have an opportunity, but none will occur for some months. 

We are all tolerably well, that is always ailing, but no acute disease. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN. CAMERON 



Inclosure 5 in No. 68. 

Mr. Cameron to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

gj r Zegay , Abyssinia, May 26, 1866. 

I DO myself the pleasure of forwarding you some letters inclosed to Colonel Stanton. 
The letter to Mr. Hammond may be considered official. I would thank you not to make 
any official use of those for Danby Seymour and Mr. Hertslet; I only send them to you 
as they may contain something you do not know regarding our affairs. I have no friend 
at Aden, except Mr. Stein hauser; I would beg to be remembered kindly to him, also to 

Burton, the traveller, when Dr. Steinhauser writes to him. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 70. 

Mr. Rassam to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 9.) 

My Lord, Emperors Court at Zegay, May 27, 1866. 

AT the request of the Emperor of Abyssinia, I was necessitated to despatch Mr. Flad 
to England on the 21st ultimo, with letters'to your Lordship conveying the desire of His 
Majesty for obtaining, through the aid of Her Majesty's Government, some artizans and 
implements for making cannons and muskets. I could not just then write a lull report 
upon all matters, but Mr. Flad would be able to give you a summary of what has taken 
place from the time I reached the Court of the Emperor of Abyssinia up to the day of his 
departure hence. Since then the Emperor has been extremely kind and courteous. Indeed, 
not a day passes without his showing me and my companions, Dr. Blane and Mr. Prideaux, 

marked civility. . 

A short time ago he presented us with fine horses, handsomely capansoned in the 

Abvssinian style. 

On several occasions he has taken me out shooting with him, and a few' days ago he 

presented me with a valuable fowling-piece. 

He has visited me again in my tent, and expressed in gratifying terms his esteem for 

our Queen and her Representatives. 

When he learnt the other day that the 24tli instant was Her Majesty s birthday, he 
gave a large entertainment in commemoration of it, and had a royal salute tired in honour 
of the occasion. Early in the morning he sent to tell me that, as that day was his friend, 
my Queen’s birthday, he had suspended all business, and given himself up to merry¬ 
making for the sake of the regard he entertained towards Her Majesty. His remarkably 
courteous conduct on that occasion has created a good impression here both amongst 

the Europeans and natives. 

Yesterday a letter arrived from Dr. Beke, in which he informed the Emperor that 
after he had «one up to Hallai. in Abyssinia, to await a reply to his letter, which lie had 
sent up to His Majesty about three months ago, the rebels ot Tigree had placed a 
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restriction upon his movements. Dr. Beke. therefore, begs the Emperor to send and have 
him released, in order that he may be enabled to prosecute his intended journey to the 
interior of Abyssinia with the presents he had brought for him from England. 

His Majesty sent me a message immediately after the receipt of the above communi¬ 
cation to say that he would write to the Chiefs of Hallai and the adjacent districts to have 
Dr. Beke sent back to Massowah in safety, in order that he might come up to him via 
Kassala and Matemma, and if any accident should befall him he would hold them res¬ 
ponsible. “ If any serious accident happen to him,” said he, “ I will show you the severe 
mnishment I shall inflict upon those who injure him.” “Did I not on a former occasion,” 
le added, “ kill a number of my relatives and their followers to revenge the blood of an 
Englishman ? Why should I now then allow any of my subjects to hurt or molest 
another ? ” 

The reason I have troubled your Lordship with the above narratives is, because I feel 
confident that the detention of myself and party in Abyssinia will make Her Majesty’s 
Government anxious about us all, and consequently I deemed myself in duty bound 
to report the kind and courteous behaviour of the Emperor ever since the departure of 
Mr. Flad. 

I beg to bring to your Lordship’s notice, that since my arrival in Abyssinia I have 
supplied Captain Cameron with 2,800 German crowns (about 600/.) for defraying different 
debts which he had incurred in the country, and which I deemed necessary to square 
before our departure hence. Captain Cameron’s receipts 1 have the honour to inclose 
herewith for your Lordship’s information. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


No. 71. 

Mr. Eveleigh to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 9.) 

(Private.) 

Mv Lord, Clifton Villas, Maida Hill, London, August 8, 1866. 

AS a relative of Her Majesty’s Consul, Mr. Cameron, and with a desire to liberate 
the captives in Abyssinia, and to turn evil to good account; for although the first natural 
impression is to revenge such wrongs as they have suffered, yet, under the Christian prin¬ 
ciples I have been taught and have professed from my youth, and the knowledge I have 
obtained of that country and the more southern parts, I am sure the injuries can be turned 
to a far better and more noble account, by opening out a very extensive source of com¬ 
merce between this country and the parts referred to, thereby extending British influence 
and trade without acquiring territory, and jet commanding peace and prosperity with far 
more than indemnity for every expense. I would thank your Lordship kindly to grant 
me an interview and allow me to explain the plans which I would propose for carrying out 
these view's, by devoting a few years of my life in that country as an ambassage from this 
Government. 

Trusting my devotion to medicine and science for thirty-five years will enable me to 
render a good account in this as in some other undertakings, I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. EVELEIGH. 


No. 72. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Danby Seymour, M.P. 

Dear Sir, Zigyie, Abyssinia, May 25, 1866. 

I DID myself the pleasure of writing to thank you lor your having spoken a kind 
w'ord on my behalf in the House. 1 expected at that time to be soon on my way home, 
but there was a passage in the King’s letter to Mr. Rassam which had not been translated 
properly. It was to the effect that His Majesty wanted pledges of friendship in the shape 
of workmen. The fact is that we were only to be released if others supplied our place as 
hostages. It is an ugly business. Mr. Rassam wished to get us out of the King’s reach 
as soon as possible. The latter gave us permission to leave, and after we had gone one 
stage on our road to the frontier sent soldiers w'ho chained us and put all our property 
under seal. Mr. Rassam with Lieutenant Prideaux and Dr. Blane had separated from us. 
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in order to have a farewell interview with His Majesty. They were seized on their arrival 
at his camp, their uniforms torn open, their swords taken off their persons, their arms, 
money, and everything else they had taken possession of. They were kept in confinement, 
but without chains, for three days. We were brought to the camp chained two-and-two. 
On the day after our arrival we had an interview with the King, My chain was opened 
and l was ordered to take my seat with Mr. Rassam and his party, who were already on 
the ground. The Rev. Mr. Stern and the other Magdala prisoners were left in chains 
till the following day. It was the old story; complaints about having been abused— 
except as regards myself and Mr. Kerens. I had obeyed orders, and asked permission to 
go to Massowah without delay, which His Majesty took as an insult. 

The charge against Mr. Kerens was a very droll one. He had brought up a carpet of 
very common pattern—a Turk and Frenchman shooting a lion. This lion was supposed to 
represent Abyssinia. France and Turkey were the hunters. The carpet had been sent as 
a present by Mr. Kerens’ cousin, my Vice-Consul, Mr. Speedy, and His Majesty construed 
the pattern on it as a real allegory aimed at himself. * 

Now everything is friendship. Mr. Rassam, after having got a wigging in public for 
his having wished to get us out of the country, is again in favour. 

You will have heard of the rest of the story by this time, and why he is retained 
together with us. 

On the whole I feel somewhat like the lad in the “ Arabian Nights ” who made his 
cream tarts with pepper, and found that in doing so he had committed a great political 
offence. 

1 went round the Abyssinian frontier in order to inquire about some Christian 
Abyssinian women who had been made slaves of long ago, and been lost sight of in the 
Soudan, and to try and get back some cattle which had been lifted from the vicinity of the 
Roman Catholic Mission Station on the Bogos. On reaching Kassala I found myself ill 
with fever, and was afraid to go to Massowah, so I wrote to the King telling him the 
business I had come upon into the Soudan, and begging permission to go to the English 
Protestant Mission Station near his frontier, in order to obtain medicine and medical 
attendance, as I was very ill. 

I assure you that I returned to Abyssinia as fearlessly as I would go to London. 

Then came the request for toleration from the French Government,—Mr. Stern’s 
beating,—the non-arrival of an answer to a letter the King had sent through me to 
England, and an order in its stead to go to my post, which, after waiting a few weeks in 
order to try and arrange the quarrel between His Majesty and the missionaries, I obeyed 
literally, and have been a prisoner ever since in consequence. 

This is about the whole truth put into a nutshell. 

I never was more surprised than when I heard that my returning to Abyssinia had 
been censured in England. If a Consul for Massowah is never to enter Abyssinia for 
either pleasure or business, without applying for leave from England, there is no use in 
keeping up the post. In fact, I believe no one could live in Massowah without occa¬ 
sionally seeking the upland. The climate is so bad. 

1 have nothing to do with parties. My business is to serve the existing Government 
to the best of my abilities. But truth is truth, and fair play’s a jewel, as you say in 
dear England. It is not quite fair to tear my character to pieces without hearing first 
what I have to say for myself. Remember me kindly to Sir H. Rawlinson, and if you 
have an opportunity, pray thank Lord Chelmsford and the Earl of Malmesbury for their 
having spoken in my behalf. 

1 would write to Mansfield Parkyns to do so for me, but I am literally limited to a 
certain amount of paper in my correspondence just now, and have some other letters to 
write. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 73. 


Mr. Gibson to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 14.) 

My Lord, 25, Moorgale Street, City, August 13, 1866. 

I BEG to inform your Lordship that I have several times offered my services to the 
late Government to release Mr. Consul Cameron and the other captives now still detained 
in Abyssinia. My offers were always politely declined. Had I been allowed to proceed 
the prisoners would long before this have been in England, as 1 am confident Irom my 
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knowledge of the language, manners, and customs, I should have succeeded. I attribute 
the failure of the present mission to sending such a person as Rassam. Those who are 
acquainted with the prejudices of the different sects of Eastern Christians will understand 
the antipathy the Abyssinians have to all Christians under the Turkish sway. 

Should your Lordship grant me an interview I shall be happy to explain fully the 

plans I should adopt. I was superintendent of the Red Sea and India Telegraph Company 

at Kosseir, to which post I was nominated through my knowledge of the country and 
language. * J 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. GIBSON. 



No. 74. 


Memorandum by Colonel Merewether, C.B. 

V 

THE intelligence from Mr. Rassam, brought by Mr. Flad, is certainly very unfortunate 
and perplexing. The latest news up to 13th April, brought home by me in June was most 
satisfactory, everything was progressing smoothly and well, and the very fact, that of the 
ex-captives being sent off without again going before the King, and which was done with 
his approval, is now given as the cause for the change in the King’s behaviour, was then 
reasonably considered as most likely to prevent any further unpleasantness. And so it 
would have done had not some other circumstance raised the King’s suspicions, on which 
he used the departure of the ex-captives without leave-taking as a pretext for detaining 
and for a short time ill-using the whole. It would appear that in accordance with the 
sanction of the King, both parties left Korata on the 13th April; the ex-captives by land 
for Goorgara, at the north-western extremity of the Lake Tsana. Mr. Rassam and his 
mission, by water, to the King’s camp at Gegale. The former were stopped the next day, 
made prisoners again, all their property taken from them, placed in irons, and afterwards 
taken to the royal camp. The latter on reaching the King’s camp was with his companions 
suddenly arrested ; their swords were taken from them, also their property, and they were 
placed under a guard. The reason assigned for this treatment was Mr. Rassam sending 
the ex-prisoners away without receiving a public pardon and dismissal from the King. 
Alter three days had passed explanations took place, the charges against Captain Cameron 
and the missionaries were publicly read out, acknowledged by them to be true, and pardon 
asked for. The King granted it before the whole Court assembled, and then asked pardon 
of Mr. Rassam for the treatment he had subjected him to. Mr. Rassam said he was 
satisfied, and expressed his regret that anything he had done should have annoyed the 
King, that it was quite unintentional, indeed he believed that he was acting only as the 
King desired. Amity was restored, and up to the date of Mr. Flad’s leaving, April the 21st, 
the King had shewn to Mr. Rassam the greatest possible courtesy, and the whole party were 
being well treated ; their property had also been mainly restored. The breach of etiquette 
was, there can be no doubt, only a pretext, the real cause of the change in the King’s behaviour 
was some one having excited suspicions in his mind that, directly Mr. Rassam and the 
liberated captives were sate out of the country, the British Government would resent the 
treatment Captain Cameron had received, either by direct attack or by urging on the 
Egyptian Government to advance against Abyssinia from that side. There can°be no doubt 
also that the person who did this was the adventurer Bardel, the man who has taken every 
opportunity of doing injury to Captain Cameron. He told the Chamberlain Samuel, the 
King had better be caretul how he let all the Europeans leave the country. Samuel told 
the King, and the latter immediately had his fears aroused, and determined on keeping all 
the Europeans until he had some material guarantee or unmistakeable assurance that no 
retributive steps were to be adopted against him. In order to get this assurance he deter¬ 
mined on keeping Mr. Rassam’s party. Captain Cameron despatching Mr. Flad, one of the 
German missionaries, who had been in semi-confinement at Gaffat, and whose wife and 
children would remain, with a letter to Her Majesty asking her to send him means and people 
“ who would open his eyes,” that is to say, workmen who would develop the resources of his 
country and teach his people to utilise the valuable products which were to be found in it. 

'I his is no new idea of his, and he took advantage of the position he had gained to advance 
this project, but at the same time to obtain by the fact of his request being complied with 
a certain assurance that no ill will was borne against him. The acts of the King in April 
were certainly a breach of the promises he made in February, when on receiving Her 
Majesty’s letter, he released all the captives and handed them over to Mr. Rassam, with 
permission to take them out of the country. His treatment of Mr. Rassam and the 


75 


officers with him was undoubtedly most unjustifiable and such as under ordinary circum¬ 
stances would call for severe measures being adopted ; but under the peculiar circumstances 
of the case, and unless Her Majesty’s Government was prepared to engage in a war with 
Abyssinia and to march an army into the country to bring off Mr. Rassam and all by force 
of arms, I confess l do not see how severe notice can be taken of these acts of the King. 
Officially from Mr. Rassam, Government has heard nothing of what was done bv the King, 
the proceedings alone epitomised have been confidentially communicated by Mr. Flad, who 
brought home the letter for Her Majesty. Another point with regard to the inexpediency 
of taking serious notice of what has occurred presents itself, and that is the danger ot 
injury if not death to Mr. Rassam, the officers with him, and Captain Cameron’s party, 
on an offensive attitude being assumed. There would be no difficulty in conquering the 
country and punishing the King, provided Her Majesty’s Government was prepared to 
go to the expense of such an undertaking; but I conclude that is not to be thought of. 
The only thing that remains and that I would venture to recommend, is that the King’s 
confidence may be won by his requests being frankly and most liberally met, that the 
means he alludes to, and of which Mr. Flad has a list, should be supplied by Government 
and presented to the King. That efforts should be made to obtain the services of an enter¬ 
prising, well-educated person, who would proceed to Abyssinia to set up the machinery 
which Government sends out, and who would be able to do what the King most requires; 
to teach his people the use of the machinery, and how to take advantage of what his 
country contains. This person should be able to superintend everything, and might take 
with him four or five men of his own selection who would work under him as smiths, 
carpenters, &c. It is better so than to send simple artizans by themselves who being under 
no control would quickly destroy themselves by excesses, or fatally offend the King. He 
and they should go out entirely of their own free will and accord, and should be fully 
informed of the risk they run and that they are to serve under the King for three years, 
or longer if agreeable to both parties ; that Government are not responsible for their safety 
or that they should be allowed to return punctually at the end of three years; in this they 
must depend on themselves and on their satisfying the King; if they work well for him, I am 
confident, and so is Mr. Flad, that not only they will be perfectly safe but that they will be 
highly honoured and greatlv enriched. I believe myself that such a person could be found 
who would be glad of so good an opportunity of advancing himself, and I shall be happy 
to make arrangements for his engagement. All that I think would be required of Govern¬ 
ment in the event of a person being met with, is that his expenses and those of his 
companions out, also his and their salaries until they join the King should be paid by 
Government; and as a provision to them all against actual loss, that Government should 
guarantee the payment to any persons appointed by them in Fngland ot their full salary 
for three years according to the sum agreed on. Should it so happen that the King failed 
to remunerate them himself according to the compact, that their health yielded to the 
effects of the climate, causing their return home or death and their salary was not paid by 
the King, or that their lives were taken by the King or lost in his service, and he tailed to 
recompense their friends. Beyond the above, Government is to have nothing to do with 

them. 

This superintendent, his assistants, and the articles which it is proposed Her 
Majestv should send as presents to the King, and ot which a list is appended, should all 
accompany Mr. Flad on his return to Abyssinia. Owing to the rainy season, Mr. Flad 
cannot start from the sea coast for the King’s camp until early in October. He would 
have to leave England about the middle of September for Aden, and from thence would be 
sent to Massowah in Her Majesty’s steamer “Victoria.” At Massowah he would find 
letters from the King, telling him what route to follow to join the Royal camp. 

Mr. Flad brought a letter from King Theodorus to Her Majesty; another had been 
previously received in June last, in answer to the one from Her Majesty, delivered by 
Mr. Rassam. I would suggest that these two letters should be answered in one, which should 
be as short as possible. The contents of the first letter should be acknowledged with great 
satisfaction, as what was expected from a Sovereign entertaining friendly feelings towards Her 
Majesty, and gratification should be shown at the King having so promptly handed over 
Captain Cameron and the others to Mr. Rassam. Regret might then be expressed that 
delay should have occurred in carrying out His Majesty’s good intentions, and a request 
that he would speedily complete what had been so well begun, by sending Mr. Rassam, 
Captain Cameron and all to England, that Her Majesty may hear from them about His 
Majesty and his country. It might then be added, that in compliance with the request 
contained in His Majesty’s last letter, and to show the friendly feeling felt towards him, as 
well as a desire to see his country benefited, certain articles were sent for his acceptance, 
which it was trusted might prove useful in promoting the object His Majesty bad in view. 







76 


One of the points the King wrote about three years ago was, that he might send an 
Embassy to England ; this might be noticed now with great advantage, and he could be 
told in the letter, that with a view of enlightening him as to the blessings a merciful 
Providence had granted this country, as well as the advantages, that wait on the increase 
of knowledge. If His Majesty would send some of his nobles or able counsellors to 
England with Mr. Rassam, they would be received with honour, and treated as worthy 
people coming from a friend. This would, I think, have the best possible effect. It 
would assist the early exodus of Mr. Rassam and party, and would, in conjunction with the 
people and presents sent, tend to entirely remove the suspicions which have been so unfor¬ 
tunately raised in the King’s mind. 

It has been mentioned that it would be best to try and enter into some kind of 
engagement with the King, that before the people now going to work for him should enter 
his country, the Europeans there should have left it. 

I look upon it as most dangerous to the success of the whole scheme, should this be 
attempted. It will tend only to confirm the King’s suspicions, and would, I firmly 
believe, cause him to even forego the chance of getting the workmen he is so anxious for, 
and would lead to the immediate consignment to captivity, not only of Captain Cameron 
and his companions again, but of Mr. Rassam and his party also, with a certainty of their 
release being unaffectable without armed interference. On the other hand, fairly and 
frankly trust the Kimr, show him that his word is fully believed in, lead him to see that 
the stories which have been told him are false; that nothing but friendly feelings exist 
towards him; and I am confident no further difficulty will arise, and that he wiil be only 
too glad to try and prove his regret for what has passed, and his earnestness in faithful 
conduct for the future. 

It is mentioned in Mr. Flad’s Report, and I have heard from other quarters, that an 
expedition from the Egyptian side against Abyssinia is about to be carried out. This 
cannot be too strongly deprecated, and if possible measures should be taken to prevent it. 
As sure as Egypt attacks Abyssinia, so surely will the King believe it to be only at the 
instigation of the British Government, and so surely will he imprison if not destroy all the 
Europeans with him. ' * 

I would mention one other subject in which the King is deeply interested, and most 
desirous of assistance in, that is, instruction in the use of artillery. His own people are 
very deficient in this knowledge, and though he has guns of sorts they are of little 
value to him. 

It was suggested that an artillery officer should be sent out with Mr. Flad. I w r ould 
not recommend this: it is quite unnecessary to send an officer. A qualified sergeant of 
artillery, such as there is new’ in the garrison at Aden, might be sent up to join Mr. Rassam’s 
mission, and remain with it during the time it would have to stay yet in the country. 
That would give sufficient opportunity for him to show how the gun should be worked, 
and to allow’ of translations of range tables, instructions for firing and setting fuzes, &c., 
being made. I would also recommend that with him a couple of the light 6-pounder 
Armstrong’s, such as were used against the Arabs last winter, which are also in store at 
Aden, should be sent up, with 100 rounds per gun, as a present to the King: These 
would be highly valued by him. 

One of the first questions King Theodorus would ask of Mr. Flad on his return, 
would be, “Did you see the Queen of England?” I would strongly urge that it is a 
matter of great importance that he should reply in the affirmative, and it would certainly 
aid greatly towards the early release of those whose departure from Abyssinia is so greatly 
desired. If Her Majesty would be graciously pleased to grant Mr. Flad an audience, it 
would do more than almost anything else to promote the success of the object for which 
he came to England, and for which he left behind his wife and children. 

Since writing the above I have, through the kindness of various gentlemen in London, 
been placed in communication with several persons who have offered their services, but 
have not yet been able finally to close with any particular one. The last w ho has applied 
is most likely to suit, and I think is really inclined to engage himself. As far as he is 
individually concerned he would have done so this morning; but before completing the 
arrangement he wished to hear from his friends, to whom he had written on Saturday, but 
had not received a reply. He is an Irish gentleman, well connected, and has been 
engaged in important works as civil engineer for the last twenty-two years, and has very 
strong testimonials. He is exactly the sort of person required, one who would himself be 
able to superintend the setting up and proper application of machinery, would pick out 
serviceable and good men to go with him, and while from being a man of good education 
and steady principles, he would be careful how he conducted himself; he would also be 
able to control the others, whom he would select, and who would be dependent on him. 
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His salary would be 1000Z. a-year, and the workmen according to their capabilities. He 
has had the risk fully explained to him, as also what is proposed in this paper as regards 
himself and those who go with him; and as far as he was concerned he told me he was 
willino’ to engage on the terms, provided his friends approved. He will give a final 
answer on Wednesday next, when, if it is in the affirmative, he will also give me an approxi¬ 
mate estimate of the cost of the machinery and tools he would take with him, as well as 

the pay to the workmen. 

Auqust 13, 1866. 

J (Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 75. 

Further Memorandum by Colonel Merewether . 

SINCE Monday afternoon two more gentlemen have expressed their desire to go to 
Abvssinia, to work under and for the King, so that there are now three applicants. I had 
another interview yesterday with Mr. Talbot, when he furnished me with a rough estimate 
of the cost of machinery, which, judging from the list brought to me by Mr. Flad, would be 

what the King would like to have. 

The things mainly desired by the King are 

Foundry and apparatus for smelting. Iron exists to a great extent in his country, 

with verv fair coal and plenty of wood. 

Means for making muskets, copper caps, wheeled carriages, and boats. 

The first essential for the above is a steam-engine of about 12-horsepower. This, 
once set up, would work everything. This and other articles suggested are, with the 

prices roughly quoted, annexed: 


1 steam-engine with boiler and fittings complete, 12 horse-power, ready to set up 

Cupola and fans.. .. • • • • • • • • 

Puddling and smelting apparatus complete for different classes of iron 

One vertical drill for general use, including gun and cannon work 
1 lathe made to order, with tools 

1 saw bench, large size for heavy timber, with assortment of saws 
1 brick mould and milling machine .. 

1 threshing machine for all kinds of corn 

1 patent churn . • 

Belts for steam machinery.. 

Machinery for screw bolts, &c. 

1 complete set of carpenter's tools .. 

„ smith’s „ 

1 copper cap-making machine 
1 gunpowder mill, small size • • • • 

1 ton of assorted steel 

2 anvils, one 4 cwt., the other 3 cwt., and 1 vice 
Miscellaneous:— 

2 filters one packed inside the other.. 

1 small patent water-test chest 
Some paint, oil* an d brushes 

1 crate of mixed glass 

2 diamond cutters • • •• **. , ^ f , 

Assorted chemicals to be selected by the superintendent (much required), and some 

hand lamps, &c. . • 


Total 


£ 

300 

50 

400 

100 

100 

100 

SO 

50 

5 

30 

20 

40 

30 

20 

50 

40 

15 


70 


• • 


1,500 


The above are approximate to the rates of the 
ither over than under the mark. They will all be 


day, given as a rough estimate, but 
most useful, and worked by the one 


mgine. 


- _ j # 

In addition, the following to be purchased, and sent as presents for the King’s especial 
ise, from Her Majesty : 


1 Ordnance telescope of good pow T er, with tripod stand 

A supply of gunpowder and caps 
Some handsome large square carpets 
Some pieces of varied coloured silks 
Half-a-dozen ornamented tumblers, large size 

Half-a-dozen glass water bottles .. ^ 

1 double-barrelled breach-loading fowling-piece, with a supply of cartridges. 
1 double-barrelled Jacobs’ rifle, with shell apparatus, 500 prepared shells, 

A Prussian needle-gun with cartridges 
A Deans and Adams’ revolver, latest improvement 
A pair of binocular field glasses 


• • 


• • 




• • 


500 


and 3,000 


• • 




x 
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To work and look after the machinery, the superintendent would require workmen, 
as below mentioned, with salaries as set opposite to their names :— 


1 superintendent, salary per annum 
1 gunsmith 
1 fitter 

1 ironfounder.. 

1 ship’s carpenter 
1 carpenter 
1 smith 

1 general man.. 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• » 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


Total per annum 


• • 


£ 

1,000 

300 

300 

300 

270 

250 

230 

230 

2,880 


These men would on joining the King receive their salary from him, but up to the 
time of reaching his camp it was proposed all charges on their account should be paid by 
Her Majesty's Government; this would be equal to three months, one quarter's salary, or 
720/.; and to enable them all to start fairly a moderate sum should be given to each as 
an outfit allowance; 90/. to the superintendent, and 30/. to each of the workmen, or 300/. 
in all. Their passage money to Aden would also have to be paid. 


Superintendent, 1st class passage 
Workmen, 2nd class passage, at 301. each 

Total .. 

The entire expenditure will be as follows: 


• ft 


• ft 


• • 


• ft 


• • 


ft • 


• ft 


• • 


£ 

60 

210 

270 


Machinery 
Other presents 
1 quarter’s salary 
Outfit allowance 
Passage to Aden 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


Total 


• • 




• % 


£ 

1,500 

500 

.720 

300 

270 

3,290 


Or say in round terms 3,500/. Beyond this, Government would be bound to nothing but 
the guarantee of the three years’ salary in the event of King Theodorus failing to pay it. 
This is most improbable; so that in reality is a mere nominal responsibility. All other 
risks the men would take on themselves. 

There was one other thing recommended in the first part of this memorandum, that 
a couple, or one might be sufficient, light Armstrong guns, with 200 rounds of ammunition, 
be sent from the Aden Arsenal as a present to the King. It would be very highly valued ; 
and a serjeant of artillery could very easily be sent up with it from Aden to show its 
working and teach the King’s men gunneiy generally, during the time Mr. Rassam may 
continue in Abyssinia. 1’he cost of the Armstrong and ammunition I do not know at 
present. 

The scheme is now complete, and ready for Lord Stanley’s consideration and decision. 
Of its success, if thus liberally and generously carried out, I have not the slightest doubt 
myself. It will reassure the King, remove the absurd suspicions he holds now, prove to 
him friendly feelings are really entertained towards him in spite of all that has passed, and 
practically convince him of the value of the friendship of Her Majesty. 

The sum may appear large, but I would submit that it is small compared to the 
object it will gain, and a mere insignificant trifle compared to the cost of a campaign in 
such a country as Abyssinia. 

I would beg the favour of his Lordship’s decision being early communicated to me, 
that I may give a final answer to the three applicants as soon as possible. 

They would be greatly obliged by having it on Saturday morning, as they are kept in 
town until they know the result. 

Of the three I would decidedly recommend the first applicant, Mr. Talbot. 

14, St. James's Square, 

August 16, 1866. (Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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No. 76. 

Mr. Murray to Mr, Eveleigh. 

Si r Foreign Office, August 17, 1866. 

’ I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
8th instant, offering to proceed to Abyssinia in an official capacity, in order to promote the 
commerce between that country and Great Britain, and I am to thank you for this offer, 

of which, however, his Lordship has no occasion to avail himself. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 



No. 77. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Gibson. 

g: r Foreign Office, August 21, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant, offering to proceed to Abyssinia in order to procure the liberation of the 
British subjects now*detained in that country, and I am to thank you for this offer, of 
which, however, Her Majesty’s Government do not propose to avail themselves. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 78. 

Mr. Purday to Lord Stanley.—(Received August 28.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street. August 27, 1866. 

I HEREWITH inclose you a copy of a letter received a few days since by 
Mrs. Stern, from her husband, the Reverend H. A. Stern, the Missionary who has been so 
long a captive in Abyssinia. And in doing so, I may ask whether your Lordship is fully 
acquainted with the fact that Mr. Stern and the other Missionaries and their wives and 
children, had all their goods confiscated, and their property of every kind, even to their 
clothes taken from them and destroyed. Now, my Lord, it is admitted on all hands 
(except by those who would gladly forget the position into which these poor people have 
been thrown by the culpable neglect ot the commonest act of couitcsy on the pait of Her 
Majesty’s servants) that the cause ol the sufferings ol the captives was mainly that ot 
not answering the King’s polite letter to Her Majesty Queen Victoria. In Mr. Flad’s 
mission, I believe he was" requested to ask for some compensation for the losses he and the 
rest of the captives had sustained bv the confiscation and destruction of all their property. 
He was consequently referred to fVIr. Murray, who I am told, not only lefused to give 
them a farthing, but treated the matter in the most uncourteous and ungentlemanly 
manner. YourTordship is not aware, perhaps, that Mr. Stern had an expensive photo¬ 
graphic apparatus, a very fine collection of natural curiosities and books, besides money, 
clothes, &c. &c., which were all taken away from him by the emissaries of the King, not one 
iota of which has been returned. I may also state that the Negoos never sent the captives 
a loaf of bread or a jug of water, during their captivity at Magdala. It has fallen to my lot, 
my Lord, as the father-in-law of Mr. Stern, to be made acquainted with many facts which 
have never yet transpired ; and those facts go to show circumstances not at all redounding 
to the credit of the English captives. Nor do I desire to reveal them to their prejudice. 
One thing, however, I must state, and that is, the unremitting care of Mr. Flad, and the 
untiring benevolence of that gentleman, were the means of saving the Consul and his 
friends from starvation for many months. And when supplies of money, &c., were sent 
from Massowah, the Consul refused the Missionaries any participation in them, although 
he knew they had been the means of saving him from absolute want, over and over 

again. # , , • /• n • 

I should not have troubled your Lordship with this statement, but that 1 ieit convinced 

your Lordship would not concur in Mr. Murray’s refusal to give even a suit ot clothes 
for the poor captives to return in, if your Lordship was at all aware ot the actual state of 
the case; and I feel assured that your Lordship’s sense of justice to these sufferers will 
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not permit you to treat them with contempt, even if you cannot see that they are entitled 
to some compensation. 

Your Lordship can do as you please as to whether you consider this communication 
official or private. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES H. PURDAY. 


Inclosure in No. 78. 

The Rev. H. A. Stern to Mrs. Stern. 

My dearest Charlotte, Zegay, Lake Tzana, Abyssinia, May 26, 1866. 

AFTER such a long period of feverish anxiety and harassing care, I thought that at 
length our interminable sad captivity was to end. That this fond expectation, like so many 
others, was doomed to disappointment, you have probably already heard. Painful as it is 
to cherish gloomy forebodings, I dare not, without practising self-deception, conjure up to 
ray imagination visionary prospects of freedom, which, as the past has so frequently 
demonstrated, are always destined to he scattered to the winds. 

Without adverting specially to the different periods which seemed propitious to close 
my own personal misery, had not something always, of a local character, intervened hostile 
to my liberation. I will just mention one or two facts which will convince you that my 
surmises are not unfounded. It is now nearly three years since these unhappy Abyssinian 
complications began ; of all the causes which produced then), I will not, and dare not, just 
now, speak. This, however, is certain, that the Negoos was offended because he did not 
receive an answer to his letter to Her Majesty Queen Victoria, sent to Her Majesty’s 
Government, in 1862. Well, that reply, and a very gracious one too, at last is written ; 
but instead of being immediately dispatched to the King, when it would doubtlessly have 
effected our freedom, it is, contrary to the advice of the Europeans, and the prisoners here, 
detained eighteen months at Massowah. Passing over many, many weeks of intense 
suffering, a better future once more brightens our horizon. Hurrying away from Magdala, 
we 6nd in the excitement of motion, the exercise of unfettered limbs, and the delight of 
meeting those dear faces whose smiles would diffuse a sunshine over our hearts, so long 
inured to prison gloom, something to mitigate, if not to obliterate, the keen trials of the 
past; when, to our astonishment, shackles once more encircle our wrists, which, after five 
days of tedious explanations and mutual apologies, are removed—and between conjectures 
and doubts, hope and despair, we are condemned to pass our time in a dreary enclosure of 
the Royal camp. 

I am no politician, nor do I arrogate to myself such a dignity; but this I know, that 
procrastination, neglect, and blunders, have inexorably conspired against the mitigation and 
relief of misery in our unfortunate case. You, and every one here, well know that I am 

m _ 7 w + 

not easily appalled at difficulties, or disposed to cower in the presence of danger, but this 
perpetual wear and tear of cruel suspense, jars and grates upon my nerves—nay, worse, it 
shakes and undermines, almost visibly, my once strong and vigorous constitution. 

Since the departure of Mr. Flad for England, the Negoos has been very attentive to 
Mr. Rassam, Dr. Blane, Lieutenant Prideaux, as also to the late Magdala prisoners. But 
cows, sheep, honey, potent hydromel, &c., must not blind us to the various contingencies 
that may yet arise. I have had bitter experience, and so am not easily gulled by a little 
subserviency. As far as I can judge from the past, I fear we shall yet have to breast (to 
use a nautical phrase) many a heaving sea ere we outride the storm. 

Do not think that I am desponding or inclined to waver in my trust in the goodness 
of Him who has hitherto so wonderfully sustained me in all the trials and hardships that 
have fallen to my lot. No, no, my motto is, and ever will be, ik Commit thy way unto the 
Lord; trust also in Him, and He will bring it to pass.” 

The note I gave to Mr. Flad you will estimate at its proper value. 

I should like to write more, but it is interdicted to dilate on our mysterious history. 

God bless you and the dear children; and that our Heavenly Father may ere long 
re-unite us, is the fervent prayer of 

(Signed) HENRY A. STERN. 

You will communicate this, and the contents of all my previous letters, to whomsoever 
you may feel disposed. 




No. 79. 

Mr. Flad to King Theodore. 

(Literal translation of the letter to King Theodore of Abyssinia.) 

In the name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one God. 

MAY this letter reach His Imperial Majesty the King of Kings, Theodore, which is 
sent of Mr. Martin Flad. May the Redeemer of the world give your Majesty health and 
prosperity. Amen. 

To God our Heavenly Father be honour and praise now and for ever. 

The business your Majesty had sent me for to England is through the grace of 
Christ our Lord accomplished. 

The artists your Majesty were anxious to get are found, and are ready to come with 
me to your country. On account of the steam engine which is to be- made for your 
Majesty’s country, and which is required by the artists I shall bring over to you, my way 
back to your country is delayed for one month. 

If God keeps me in health, I hope to reach Massowah at the end of October or later. 
Of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 1 have, since I arrived here, seen nothing but friendship. 
For the necessity of life I receive of Her Majesty every day five German crow ? ns. 

Once I had a dinner together with Her Majesty’s Minister, Lord Stanley, at Her 
Majesty’s Castle; on that occasion Her Majesty talked with me in a very friendly 
manner. 

Regarding your Majesty, the Queen Victoria is a little grieved, saying :—Why has 
the Emperor Theodore not sent over to me the prisoners, whose relations are daily weeping 
before me ? In reply to this, I said :—After having conveyed the artists to your Majesty, 
I shall come back and bring the released prisoners over with me to England. This hope I 
gave to Her Majesty. 

The last war in Germany has come to a termination. The King of Prussia, before 
going to battle, proclaimed a day of repentance and united prayer throughout his 
dominions; His Majesty humbled himself before God, and was earnestly praying, out of 
which it came, that he got the victory over all the German Confederations including 
Austria. 

Throughout Europe is great sickness, and a great number of people die every day. 

In Persia, sixteen villages were sw ? allowed up from the earth. 

Many believers say that the Lord’s second advent is near, according to Matthew xxiv. 
30, to chapter xxv. 46, and Revelation xx. 

May God our Heavenly Father protect your Majesty and give me grace to see you 
soon in good health and prosperity. 

London , September 1, 1866. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 

P.S.—For the 2,000 dollars I had received from Sheeh Djuma, I bought tools and 
instruments for your Majesty’s workmen, and some good silk, which 1 hope will please 
your Majesty. 

T. M. F. 


No. 80. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley .—( Received September 5.) 

(No. 76. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, August 27, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a despatch from the 
Acting Political Resident at Aden, that has just reached me under flying-seal, acknow¬ 
ledging the receipt of your Lordship’s instructions which were forwarded to me by 
telegraph, on the subject of the communication to be made to Mr. Rassam, touching 
Mr. Flad’s journey to England, and reporting that Her Majesty’s ship “ Victoria ’ had 
been despatched from Aden to Massowah on the 10th instant, for the purpose of conveying 
the stores and money required by Mr. Rassam, and that your Lordship’s communication 
for that gentleman had been forwarded by the same opportunity. 

houp Rrc 

(Signed) ’ EDWD. STANTON. 
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No. 81. 

The Assistant Resident at Aden to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 5.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, August 19, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a letter dated 23rd ultimo, from 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt, and to inform your Lordship that in obedience to 
the instructions conveyed therein, I despatched Her Majesty's ship “ Victoria ” from Aden 
on the 10th instant, with the stores and money required by Mr. Rassam, to Massowah, 
and by the same opportunity I sent him the information contained in the letter above 
referred to, reporting Mr. FJad s arrival in England, and his being in communication with 
the Foreign Office on the subject of his journey. I also forwarded the private letters that 
arrived from the Foreign Office from Mr. Flad, one to the address of His Majesty the 

Emperor Iheodorus, one addressed to M. Munzinger at Massowah, and the third to 
Mr. Rassam himself. 

2. The “ Victoria ” returned from Massowah on the 17th instant, but I regret to say 
brought no further intelligence of the mission. M. Munzinger had received no further 
news from the interior, and was unable to say when messengers might arrive with 
despatches, he, therefore, did not detain the vessel. Fie reports that the King is at Debra 
Tabor, with cholera in his camp, that the Europeans were at Korata and Dedjaz Jabasi, in 
Tembien, and expected to arrive at Adowa shortly. All the stores, &c., forwarded on a 

former occasion had deen despatched, and M. Munzinger states that he will lose no time in 
sending off those that had then arrived. 

3. The “Victoria” will again visit Massowah for intelligence in the course of a 
few days. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 82. 

Captain Goodfellow to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 10.) 

My dear Sir, Aden Residency, August 19, 1866. 

THE letters inclosed by you in your note of the 26th ultimo reached me, and they 
were at once forwarded to their respective addresses by “Victoria,” which left this for 
Massowah on the 10th instant. Trusting that you will convey my best thanks to 
Mr. Flad for his letter to me, I remain, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 83. 

Colonel Playfair to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 10.) 

COLONEL PLAYFAIR presents his compliments to Mr. Murray and would esteem 

it a great favour if the accompanying letter could be sent to Mr. Rassam with the 
despatches from the Foreign Office. 

Oriental Club, September 10, 1866. 


No. 84. 

Mr. Purday to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 11.) 

My Lord, 24, Great Marlborough Street West , September 10, 1866. 

MORE than a fortnight ago I took the liberty of addressing your Lordship on the 
subject ol the captives in Abyssinia, inclosing, at the same time, a copy of a letter from 
the Rev. H. A. Stern, my son-in-law, and printed copies of his former letters. Not 
having been favoured with an answer, I presume they never reached your Lordship; if my 
conjecture is right, may I take the liberty of asking your Lordship for a reply to this ? 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


CHARLES H. PURDAY. 
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No. 85. 

Mr. Egerton to Mr. Purday. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September , 1866. 

LORD STANLEY has received your letter of the 10th instant relative to the claims 
which you state are preferred by the British subjects now detained in captivity in 
Abyssinia, to compensation from Her Majesty’s Government on account of the loss incurred 
by them in consequence of the confiscation of their property by the King of that country, 
and with reference to your statement that money and “ a suit of clothes ” had been refused 
by this office “ to the poor captives to return in,” I am directed by his Lordship to request 
you to state to what circumstances you refer; also, when and by whom such applica¬ 
tion was made, and whether you possess a copy of the reply to which you refer. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. Ck EGERTON. 


No. 86. 

The Assistant Resident at Aden to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 15.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, August 28, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for your Lordship’s information, that I received a 
despatch from Massowah this afternoon by native boat from M. Munzinger in charge of 
the Consulate at that place, in it was inclosed only one short note from Mr. Rassam to the 
address of the Political Resident, a copy of which is attached. 

2. M. Munzinger reports that the messenger who brought the above note arrived at 
Massowah on the 10th instant, and that they state that they did not leave Debra Tabor 
for fifteen days after it was written, in consequence of Mr. Rassam requesting them to 
delav their departure, but that on the 10th July, they quitted his camp but were unable to 
arrive at Massowah earlier on account of the rainy season and flooded state of the rivers 
en route. 

3. They report that up to the end of May, the King was at Zeghe, whilst the 
Europeans were at Korata; that cholera breaking out in the Royal camp, His Majesty 
removed his army to Debra Tabor, sending Mr. Rassam and his companions to Gaffat, and 
that up to the date of Mr. Rassam’s note he had been well treated, but after that the King’s 
behaviour towards the Europeans suddenly changed in a most unaccountable manner, he 
caused them all to repair Debra Tabor, and there insulted them by speech and treated 
them as prisoners without actually putting them in irons, he took all their property and 
two days before the departure of the messenger (on the 8th Juiyt, sent both the old and 
new prisoners to Magdala, escorted by Ras Engedda and a strong guard. M. Bardel 
accompanied them but apparently more as a soldier of the King than a prisoner, so that 
now the former prisoners have returned to their old quarters accompanied by the members 
of the mission. 

4. Mrs. Flad was not disturbed, she was permitted to reside at Gaffat and 
Mrs. Rosenthal was sent to her as a companion. The King is stated to have begged 
Mrs. Flad not to be alarmed, being, as he was pleased to say, the wife of his son Flad. 
Messrs. Essler and Schiller were also granted permission to remain in Mrs. Flad’s house. 

5. The prisoners were supplied with food by the King as heretofore, and none had 
been sick; Mrs. Waldemer being the only person who had an attack of cholera, which she 

had got over. 

6. Tisso Gobese was reported to have extended his power as far as Gondar, and that 
the King onlv possessed Begemeder and the road as far as Magdala; during the time he 
had been at Debra Tabor, and where he would most probably pass the rainy season, he had 
lost Agowmedr. Waksham Gobese had entered Adowa and would soon make himself 
master of the whole of Tigre, as his army were reported to be considerable. 

7. As it is very probable that some more messengers may reach Massowah in a few 
days, Her Majesty’s steamer “Victoria” will be despatched on the 1st proximo for further 
intelligence, and I trust that I shall then be enabled to report more favourably to 
your Lordship of the treatment of the mission. 

I have &c. 

(Sigped) ’ G. R. GOODFELLOW. 
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Inclosure in No. 86. 

Mr. Rassam to Colonel Merewether. 

(Strictly Confidential.) 

My dear Colonel, Debra Tabor, June 26, 1866. 

ON the pretence of his having heard from Jerusalem that I had been sent by 
Her Majesty’s Government, on false pretences, for the purpose of obtaining the release of 
the European prisoners, and after we are out of the country England would revenge the 
insult offered to her by the imprisonment of our Consul, and also that a railroad had been 
laid down between Egypt and Kassala for the purpose of transporting English, French, 
and Turkish troops to Abyssinia, His Majesty has placed strict restrictions upon my 
movements and those of mv party, though I have tried my best to assure him that the 
report was false, and had been invented by mischievous people who do not wish to see 
Abyssinia and England on amicable terms. Cholera broke out in the Royal army about 
the beginning of this month, and has played great havoc in this neighbourhood. We are 
all, thank God, in perfect health. Please don’t allow my papers or letters to be sent up, 
unless you are certain that they contain nothing but what would please our friend. I do 
not mean official. I hope you will be able to send the books I sent for, for the Emperor. 
Please send this note on to the Foreign Office. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


No. 87. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 15.) 

(No. 78. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, September 3, 1866. 

I BEG leave to forward herewith to your Lordship an extract from a Smyrna 
Journal, “ L’Impartial,” which purports to be the text of a letter addressed by the Count 
de Bisson to the “Journal de Nice,” on the state of affairs in Abyssinia. 

As it appears almost incredible that such a tissue of misrepresentations and falsehood 
could have been sent for publication without some ulterior object being in view, and as 
such statements as are contained in this letter, as to the assistance given by the Governor 
of Aden to the Tigre rebels, might be of very serious consequence to the captives in 
Abyssinia, should they reach the ears of the King, I have considered it advisable to 
forward the extract in question for your Lordship's information, in case it might be 
considered necessary to warn Mr. FIad on the subject before his return to Abyssinia, in 
order that he might be prepared to meet any question addressed him by the King on these 
subjects. 

It is difficult to see what advantage the Count de Bisson can expect to gain by 
spreading these false reports, unless it may be the hope that King Theodore may apply to 
him, as a French Agent, for assistance against the rebels in Tigre and their supposed 
British allies, and thus to a certain extent acknowledge and strengthen the position he has 
assumed on the frontier of Abyssinia. 

(Signed) 11 ^’ & EDW. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 87. 

Extract from “ LTmpartial ” of Smyrna. 

M. LE COMTE DC BISSON, fondateur de la colonie Franoaise d’Abyssinie, vient 
d’adresser au “ Journal du Nice” la lettrc suivante:— 

“ L'Empercur Theodoros vient d’appeler aux armes le ban et 1’arriere-ban de ses vail- 
lants. Deux cent mille guerriers sont reunis en ce moment dans les plaines de Dembda. 

“ Les cloches des eglises etdes monasteres sonnent le tocsin trois heures par jour dans 
toute PAbyssinie, et le tambour imperial, resonnant dans les villes, les villages, les hameaux, 
annonce aux populations fanatisdes que la patrie est en danger. 

“‘Abba Sanghia! Vive Theodores!’ cri de guerre que retentit d’une fronti&re a 
I’autre. 
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“ L’armee va partir pour le Tigrd, vaste province montagneuse qui touche 4 la Mer 
Rouge, ou l’etendard de Pinsurrection se promene triomphant. 

Goubassie, negre de pure race, espece d’hallucine, se pretendant le descendant de 
Salomon et de la Reine de Saba, revendique le trone. Quoi qu’il en soit de l’exactitude de 
ses pretensions, il a reussi a soulever les populations ruinees par les guerres precddentes; 
les faibles detachements imperiaux ont ete massacres, et aujourd’hui il estle maitre absolu 
de toutes ces contrees. Autour de sa personne se sont rallies les partisans de Negoussid, 
d’Oubie, de Balgueda, d’Area, de Saha Salasse, les souverains depossddes par Theodoros. 
Son principal general, Hyaro Mekina, de la race Choa, a sous ses ordres plus de 100,000 
combattants. 

Une compagnie Anglaise a vendu des armes et de la poudre a Goubassie. Le 
Gouverneur de la colonie d’Aden a fait de nombreuses expeditions de fusils reformes et de 
munitions, et les communications les plus actives pour ce commerce clandestin sont etablies 
entre Aden et le Tigre, par Tarenta. 

“ Les forces des insurges se trouvent done passablement armees ; et, squs ce rapport, 
elles sont superieures tl celles de Theodoros, qui ne possede que 20,000 tirailleurs. 

“ Toute sa nombreuse et redoubtable cavalerie ne lui sera d’aucun secours, dans 
cette Suisse Africaine oil les lutte9 a Far me blanche sont excessivement difliciles. 

Des concessions trds-larges ont ete faites a l’Angleterre par le chef des rebelles. 

“ Si le Negous succombe, elle seule en profitera. Elle deviendra la maitresse de la 
Mer Rouge et du centre de l’Afrique, la plus riche contree du globe, en productions 
tropicales. en mines de fer, de cuivre, de plomb argentifere, d’or et en bassins houilliers. 

La Mer Rouge, done, sera un lac Anglais, et lepercement de Fisthme aura 6te fait & 
son profit. 

“ Mais, victorieux au Tigre, il faudra bien se resoudre a descendre dans les vastes 
plaines de Dembea. La, on retrouvera les centaures de l’Amarha, et nous verrons encore 
une de ces batailles titanesques aupr&s desquelles les fusillades de notre vieille Europe ne sont 
que jeux d’enfant. 

Choc eff'rayant, duel implacable de 300,000 homines; combats singuliers, corps a 
corps, sans quartier ni merci. Vainqueurs ou morts, de prisonniers nulle part: de fuyards 
pas un. 

“ En apprenant les succes des revoltes et leurs accointances Anglaises, Theodoros 
entra dans une de ces coleres foudroyantes qui font blanchir son noir visage, i 

“ Il donna l’ordre de mutiler iinmediatement tous les captifs Anglais. L’intervention 
energique de la belle imperatrice sauva seule de cet atroce supplice tous ces malheureux 
Anglais. 

“ L’ambassade extraordinaire, confiee au Commodore Rassam et & deux autres person- 
nages, a eu un resultat desastreux. 

“ Tous ses membres sont aux fers. 

“ Le Negous avait bien accueilli l’Ambassadeur Rassam. 

“ II posa carr^ment ses conditions & l’^largissement de M. Duncan Cameron et de ces 
compagnons. Elies furent acceptees avec empressement; les voici:— 

1. Le renvoi immediat k Calcutta de toutes les troupes Britanniques reunies k Aden 
(sept regiments et deux batteries de montagne). Cette clause fut executee sans aucun 
retard. 

2. l.’abandon du territoire envahi par les Egyptiens au nord de l’Abyssinie et la 
dissolution de l’armeie Soudanienne du Vice-roi. 

“ Ce second article fut admis egalement. Mais le soupyonneux monavque d&lara a 
M. Rassam qu’il resterait en Abyssinie jusqu’ii l’execution complete du traite. 

“ Sur ces entrefaites, 1’insuiTection Tigreenne prit un developpement formidable, 
repr&entants et sujets Anglais, furent incarceres. 

“ M. Flad, missionnaire Anglican, fut depeche a Londres, porteur d’un ultimatum, avec 
ordre de revenir k Gondar, rapporter la reponse. 

“ Et pour etre certain de son ob^issancc passive, Theodoros lui dit:— 

Tu aimes bien ta femme, tu adores tes enfans, je t’approuve; mais, si tu ne 
retournes pas, je les fais vendre conune esclaves; la race des parjures ne doit pas exister. 

“ M. Flad vient d’arriver k Londres. 

“ En attendant, 1’ambassadeur extraordinaire et sa suite, le Consul-Geneml, 1’Eveque 
Anglais Stern et dix missionnaires sont au carcan. 

“ La Propagande Biblique, la plus riche du monde, avait expedie le Docteur Beke 
pour traiter de la ran<;on des captifs. Il n’a eu que le temps de se soustraire a la 
tempete.” 


c c 


44 


et tous, 


44 4 


z 
















Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received September 15.) 

(No. 79. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, September 5, 18G6. 

THE inclosed despatch under flying-seal has this instant reached me, and I have 
merely time to forward it on to your Lordship, without making any remarks on the very 
serious intelligence contained therein. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ’ EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 89. 

Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 19.) 

Esgair, Machynlleth, North Wales, 

My dear Mr. Murray, * September 17, 1866. 

MR. TALBOT reports that he is getting on very well with the machinery, and has 
engaged six men. He has also returned the agreement I drew up, duly signed by him. 
If it is approved by Lord Stanley, I will have similar ones drawn up for each of the work¬ 
men in duplicate, one copy for the Foreign Office and one to be kept by each man. 

Mr. Talbot and the men want the money sanctioned for them as equipment allowance. 
I have to-day sent him a note to you—to present at the Foreign Office—mentioning the 
amount due, and should feel much obliged by your allowing it to be paid to him out of the 
Treasury grant, that they may get themselves ready in time. 

I shall be in town early on Monday next, the 24th, but, of course, could come before 
if required. Till Sunday a letter addressed to me at Esgair, Machynlleth, North Wales, 
would reach me direct. 

I have not yet got my Aden letters which came by the mail on Saturday, but expect 
them to-morrow, following me from Edinburgh. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure in No. 89. 

Agreement with Workpeople going to Abyssinia. 

AGREEMENT entered into by on the one hand, and 

William Lockyer Merewether, Companion of the Bath, Lieutenant-Colonel in Her Majesty’s 
Bombay Staff Corps, Resident at Aden, &c., &c., on the other, to the effect that the said 

will proceed to Abyssinia, there to enter the service of and work 
for the Emperor Theodorus, under the following stipulations:— 

That the engagement shall be for three years, renewable at the pleasure of the 
Emperor and the said , but then on terms to be agreed on 

between them onlv. 

That the salary of the said during this engagement for three 

years shall be pounds per annum, to be paid by the Emperor Theodorus, 

except in so far as is below' notified. 

The salary to commence from date of engagement. 

The exceptions are— , 

1. That salary up to the time of reaching the Emperor’s camp equal to about one 

quarter shall be paid to the said , as compensation for the time 

expended en route. 

2. That in the event of the Emperor, in consequence of the death or sickness of 

the said , failing to act up to the engagement, the account of the three 

years’ salary remaining unpaid to the said is guaranteed, and 

shall be paid in England to the appointed heirs or authorised representatives of the 
said 

Further, passage-money from England to Massowah, the port of Abyssinia, shall be 
paid for the said , and a sum of money amounting to 

pounds given to him for outfit. 


On the faith of the above agreement and guarantee the said 
proceeds to Abyssinia to enter the service of and to work under the Emperor Theodorus, 
and in so doing he acts entirely of his own free will, and by his own desire. 

It is understood that if the said should not proceed to 

Abyssinia, and should not enter into the Emperor’s service, this agreement shall have no 
effect. 


No. 90. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 19.) 

My dear Mr. Murray, Esgair, Machynlleth, September 18, 1866. 

I HAVE only this moment received your letter of the 14th and 15th ; it must have 
lain at Smith and Elders all Sunday, and only dispatched by last night’s post. I was glad 
to hear you received the grouse all right. I think it is the least those who have the good 
fortune to get away to enjoy themselves for a time that they should bear in remembrance 

those who have only bother to occupy their time. 

I had also told Flad to write to King Theodorus, and he will have done so by the 
mail leaving to-day. It will relieve the King’s mind; and my letter to Rassam will 
reassure also. 

The machinery is progressing well and will be ready to time I hope. I shall be in 
town, as I mentioned yesterday, early next Monday to see after matters myself, and arrange 
about the other presents which have to be purchased. If required sooner I can come up 
by any night’s mail. 

I am sorry to hear what you add in your postscript. Has the news come from Aden 
or Egypt. The King should be fighting in Tigr6 now, and on that campaign depends his 
future. The Bombay mail should be in London on Thursday and bring reliable intelligence 
from Aden. The Egyptian bazaar reports are not always trustworthy, as Stanton know's, 

though often having some leaven of truth in them. 

1 have not yet got my letters from Aden by the Calcutta mail w r hich arrived last 

Saturday. I suppose they are touring after me in Scotland. 

I wrote yesterday about Mr. Talbot and equipment money for him and his men, which 
I hope you have kindly given that they may complete their arrangements. 

1 have settled about the “ Victoria ” meeting us at Suez. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 91. 

Mr. Flad to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 


gj r September 19, 1866. 

YOU will already have heard of the sad news of our friends in Abyssinia ; how they 
were abused by the King, deprived of all they possessed, and sent to Magdala, where I fear 
all of them will have been put in chains. 

Just now I have seen Mr. Murray, and he wished me to write to you, and to inform 
you of what I just now had told him. 

As this mad man is going on in his dishonourable way, once flattering, and a second 
time abusing and imprisoning those whom he had called his friends, I think it is of no 
advantage to send him the required artizans, because the release of the prisoners would, I 
fear, not be obtained. Most likely he would go on in requiring other thinsrs from the 
British Government to which they never could surrender. And they, after having had a 
•Treat expense, and given to that man six prisoners more, would at last be forced to 
use their arms, if ever the Government wishes to release the poor sufferers. Therefore I 
deem it advisable that Her Majesty’s Government should at once use stronger terms; and 
I am sure, that if the last report is true, Mr. Rassam and companions will give the same 


advice. 

On account of this sad news I abstain from going to Leeds this week. If you come 
to town on Monday please send me a note, and tell me what time I can meet you at the 

Foreign Office. 


I am, &c. 


_ • 1 \ 
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No. 92. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 19.) 

My dear Mr. Murray, Inverary , Argylesliire, September 5, 1806. 

I HAVE been travelling about the Highlands, and perpetually on the move, or I 
should have acknowledged before the receipt of your note couveying intimation of the 
Treasury assent having been given. 

I am in communication with Mr. Talbot, and he is busy getting the machinery ready, 
but owing to its having to be made in pieces not exceeding a certain weight, for conveni¬ 
ence of carriage, more time will be required in its preparation than I at first expected. I 
hope, however, everything will be ready by the 10th of October. 

The delay does not so much matter, Flad being in communication with the King can 
tell him why it is, which will please and satisfy him ; and 1 have written all about it to 
Rassam in such a way that he may, if he likes, have my letter translated to the King. 

I have sent instructions for the “ Victoria ” to meet me at Suez, calling at Massowah 
on the way up that she may bring the latest intelligence if there is any. Letters just 
received from Aden say the “ Victoria ” had come back from Massowah, hut without any 
letters from Rassam’s camp. Native report said that the cholera had broken out in the 
King’s camp at Zeghav, on which the King had sent to remove Rassam and all back to 
Korata. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 93. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Murray.—(Received September 22.) 

Sir, 42, Great Russell Street, September 21, 1866. 

INCLOSED is a translation of a letter just received by me from Mrs. Flad, from 
which you will perceive that, in consequence of evil reports, Mr. Rassam and the other 
prisoners have been again under the displeasure of the King, and God only knows what 
may he the consequence if there does not arise some way of putting a stop to these 
difficulties. There is but little doubt who it is that is stirring up the King to mischief. 
Bardel, as either the Agent of the French Government or that of the Jesuits, is at his 
dirty work again. 

It would appear that the Jerusalem convent affair is again made a principal matter ot 
offence, and no doubt it has been much aggravated by designing people. If it could be 
possible to get the convent restored to the Abyssinian priests, it would take away one 
great source of the King’s complaint. 

In 1852 Consul Finn received instructions from the Government to protect these 
people from the attacks of the Turks. In 1855 and 1857 the same Consul informed the 
King that he had received instructions from Her Majesty’s Government to proteet the 
Abyssinians, and that all the Consuls at the various places on the way from Jerusalem to 
Abyssinia were instructed to protect the pilgrims in their journeys to and from these places. 

In 1863 some of the monks from Jerusalem arrived in Abyssinia, and made a 
complaint to the King that they had been expelled from their convent by Turks and 
Copts, and, when they sought to be protected as heretofore, the then Consul refused to 
interfere, stating that he had no authority from the British Government to do so; he 
accordingly had driven them from his house, and refused to have anything to do with the 
matter. This was one of the causes of the imprisonment of Consul Cameron and the 
other Europeans. 

The Abyssinian priests from that period have manifested the greatest enmity against 
the British Government. This enmity has induced them to send all kinds of information 
which has appeared in the English newspapers to the King, and especially that of the 
reported intention of the Pasha to make a railway from Sowakin to Kassala, in order that 
troops may be transported to the frontier of Abyssinia, which report, no doubt, has 
induced the King to act in the extraordinary way stated by Mr. Rassam and Mrs. Flad. 
In addition to which, many reports which they have picked up in Jerusalem from various 
parties with whom they have come in contact there have been industriously circulated to 
the prejudice of the British Government. 

I think, if I might take the liberty further to suggest it, that, if it were possible, the 
convent could be restored to the monks before I returned, which might be accomplished 
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probably by my being sent to Constantinople with a despatch to that effect to the English 
Ambassador, and then go afterwards to Jerusalem to see it accomplished. That would 
give a great way towards bringing the King to a satisfactory feeling towards the captives, 
and would show him that the British Government were desirous of doing everything in 
their power to restore confidence. I could meet the artisans in Egypt. 

But, if after all this the King should go on in his way, then, may the consequence 
be whatever it may be, attack him at once with your arms. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. M. FLAD. 


Inclosure in No. 93. 

Mrs. Flad to Mr. Flad. 

(Translation.) 

My dear Martin, Gaffat, July 7, 1866. 

ONLY with a few words I venture to inform you of our last sad experiences, our 
present situation, and gloomy future. Now and then I feel as il the seventh tribulation, 
in which we are at present, wishes to devour us utterly. 

On the 2nd of June came the King Theodore to Korata. He returned to Zagie on 
the 4th. As poor Mrs. Rosenthal had been unwell, she together with her husband accom¬ 
panied by Dr. Blane were, through Mr. Rassam’s interposition, sent over from the King’s 
camp to Korata. Mrs. Rosenthal soon got better; but our prospects became from day 
to day more cloudy. 

When the first rains began to fall all of us had more or less to suffer from fever. 
The small-pox also was amongst and around us, and when the King came over to Korata 
with his camp the cholera broke out there and in the town. We had the most fearful 
scenes. The priests were day and night engaged in burying the dead. It was most 
exciting for the nerves, to hear day and night in every house and from the King’s camp 
the “leseo” (lamentation), till at last the King prohibited anymore lamentation for the 
deceased being made. 

At this time Mr. Rassam with all those who were with him came over from Zagie to 
Korata. 

On the 12th of June we were ordered by His Majesty to proceed from Korata to 
Gaffat (near Debra Tabor and three days’ journey from Korata). 

On the 15th, when we had our encampment at Kassala, a fearlul thunderstorm with 
hailstones came over us. Many of our people were attacked with the cholera, and had to 
be buried in the morning. Three of our own servants died, and many of your acquaint¬ 
ances ; also some of the proselytes. Mrs. Waldmaier had also an attack, but recovered 
soon. I bis was only the beginning of the hardships we had to go through. Though 
hundreds of people were dying around the King, his heart got only more hardened, and by 
all these visitations from above he became more suspicious and capricious. 

Arrived at Gaffat Mr. Rassam with his people were placed at first in the houses of 
the Europeans, and afterwards in the houses of his Tigre silversmiths, which he had 
decorated with tapestry of Abyssinian cloths. In the house occupied by Mr. Rassam he 
placed his own alga (“Wan ”). Of all this the natives anticipated bad things to come after, 
and ere long we had to experience that their fears were correct. 

On the 25th of June Mr. Rassam with the once released prisoners, also Messrs. 
Staiger and Brandeis, and their friends at Gaffat, were summoned to appear before the 
King at Debra Tabor. After their arrival before His Majesty, to the terror of all, they 
saw "that the Fetha-ne-egest (lodese) was opened. A judgment took place. Messrs. Stern, 
Rosenthal, and Matterer were charged, that they had calumniated the King before the 
English Government. He at the same time pretended to have received a letter from his 
monks at Jerusalem, in which they inform him that a railroad was in work from Suakin 
to Kassala. To Mr. Rassam he said “ Your mouth (words—speech) is sweet, and you 
are a good man, but those who are above you are bad ; therefore you have to go with me 
wherever I go.*’ 

Mr. Rassam, together with the rest, were kept at Debra Tabor. Only Messrs. 
Staiger, Brandeis, Essler, and Schiller were permitted to return to Gaffat. 

The next day Dr. Blane and Mr. Rosenthal were allowed to return to Gaffat. 

On the 3rd of July the King himself came to Gaffat. All the Europeans went to 
receive and to salute him. The King, already in bad humour, seeing Mr. Rosenthal, ssiid 
to him in a^nost violent manner, “ Why did’st thou abuse me?” To Dr. Blane he said, 
“ Why did’st thou sav ‘ that the Turks will come and take my country f ' Immediately 
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they were transported to Debra Tabor, where they were put, together with Mr. Rassam, in 
one prison. 

They were not put together with other native prisoners. 

The King also was angry with Mr. Saalraiiller, having, without asking permission, 
given to Messrs. Staiger and Brandeis a gun to each. 

Samuel has made all this mischief, and certainly he has been influenced by M. Bardel, 
who is in the King’s favour. 

Messrs. Staiger, Brandeis, Schiller, and Essler had for one day a guard of soldiers in 
their houses. To me the King sent word saying, “ Don’t fear, I shall protect you, because 
your husband, whom we have sent with a message to England, committed you and your 
children to my care. I will protect you.” I don’t put much confidence in his words, 
but prepare myself for the worst. Our friends at Gaffat are just now making a very large 
cannon for him. He is friendlv towards them. 

i • ' ®3L 4 

On the 6th instant the King left Debra Tabor. He took Mr. Rassam and all the 
rest with him, to put them on the fortress Magdala. 

Mrs. Rosenthal, after having been guarded at Debra Tabor for two days, he sent her 
over to me without saying a word. 

How I feel under these sad circumstances, being alone with three little children, you 
may easily imagine. Can it be that we shall meet again—or was our sad parture on the 
shore of the lake for eternity ? Our children are well. Daily they talk of their absent 
papa, and pray for him. 

Now and then it is a comfort to me to know that their angels see always the presence 
of the Lord. 

The Lord gives me willingness to suffer, yea, even to die for Him, but my heart pains 
me and bleeds for our children’s sake. 

Don’t cease to pray for me. I trust the Lord will answer my prayers, which I send 
up to Him for you. 

With the continual prayer, that the Lord may protect you and all your ways, I 
am, &c. 

(Signed) PAULINE FLAD. 

P.S.—As Mr. Rassam is unable to find messengers I forward this by the two 
proselytes Hasa and Tarfaye. 

P. F. 


No. 94. 

Me'inorandum by Colonel Merewether. 

THE last mail from India has brought intelligence which most materially alters the 
status of the Abyssinian question from what it was, when suggestions as to the mode of 
proceedure to be followed towards the Emperor Theodore were submitted by me. 

A letter has come direct from Mr. Rassam, dated Debra Tabor, 26th June, mentioning 
that the King has placed restrictions on the movements of himself and party, as well as of 
the quondam captives, by this, l clearly understand Mr. Rassam meant to convey that they 
had all been placed in confinement, but worded it as above for fear of the letter being inter¬ 
cepted by the King’s people. The alleged cause for this treatment was, reports having 
reached the King from Jerusalem, that Mr. Rassam was playing the King false; that 
directly the Consul and his companions were got safely out of Abyssinia, a combined force 
of English, French, and Egyptian troops was to advance on Abyssinia to punish the King 
for his treatment of the British Consul; all Mr. Rassam’s endeavours to disabuse the 
King’s mind had proved fruitless. By the same opportunity a later letter dated 7th July 
has been received Mr. Flad, who was left with his three children at Gaffat, mentioning the 
imprisonment of Mr. Rassam, at first at Debra Tabor in the meanest possible prison, and 
further, that on the 6th of July the King had left Debra Tabor, taking with him 
Mr. Rassam, and all the rest to place them in the fortress of Magdala, where Captain 
Cameron and others were so long confined. 

In July last Mr. Flad come to England, sent by the King. He then brought intelli¬ 
gence of Mr. Rassam and the ex-captives being detained by the King, and privately told 
of their all having being confined by the King for a few days, then reliberated and treated 
with due and proper consideration. 

At that time two courses appeared left open for adoption, either to take the high 
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hand at once and resent the detention of Mr. Rassam, or taking into consideration 
circumstances which were also made known at the time, and which afforded some excuse 
for the King’s behaviour, a further attempt should be made by frank and generous 
treatment to win back the King’s confidence, and to induce him to send out of his country 
all detained. He was anxious to obtain skilled English workmen and machinery, the 
prompt despatch of both, with some useful valuable presents, seemed likely to gain the 
object in view. Trusting that it might do so, and wishing to try every means possible before 
resorting to harsh measures, I suggested the adoption of the latter course, and according 
to instructions received have obtained the services of a small body of select and well-skilled 
men who are ready and willing to go out to Abyssinia for the purpose of entering the 
King’s employ. Useful machinery such as would suit the purposes of the King has also 
been ordered and will be ready early next month. 

The imprisonment of Mr. Rassam, the person who was sent to the Abyssinian Court 
with a letter from Her Majesty, and therefore in the position of an Envoy Extraordinary 
is so gross an outrage and insult to the English Government that simple adherence to the 
original plan is rendered impossible. 

I would, therefore, now earnestly recommend that Mr. Flad be sent back to Massowah 
with a letter to the King from Her Majesty pointing out what her intentions had been, but 
that before her true friendly feelings could be displayed to him intelligence had reached 
that he, unmindful of the rule existing among all nations which makes the person of an 
Ambassador sacred, and forgetful of all previous assertions of friendliness, especially of the 
promise which he had given to send Mr. Rassam and others of Her Majesty’s subjects out 
his country in safety and with honour, had caused Mr. Rassam and the others to be seized 
and placed in confinement. That such barbarous and outrageous conduct cannot be 
tolerated, that he will be made responsible for those acts, and for any injury which may 
happen to Mr. Rassam, or to any of his party, or to any of the British subjects, or of 
those in service with them. Their immediate release and safe conduct beyond the Abys¬ 
sinian frontier should be demanded in the first instance, and should this demand not at 
once be complied with, the King of Abyssinia should be distinctly told that he will be 
made to answer for the consequences and for the evils which he will bring on his 
country. 

Mr. Flad leaving this on the 3rd of October, would reach Massowah about the 21st or 
22nd idem. He would despatch it immediately to the King and await a reply at 
Massowah. 

The arrangements for the workpeople and machinery might still be allowed to hold 
good, and 1 should still take them to Massowah, as originally proposed, so that should 
matters have again changed, and the King make a proper amend, harsh measures might 
still perhaps be avoided. 

Should however it be found on my reaching Massowah, that the King retains 
Mr. Rassam and the others in close confinement, and will not comply with the demand 
made upon him by the English Government, then 1 would strongly advise that no further 
delay should be allowed, but that the question should be taken up vigorously and every 
means adopted to show that the promptest measures would be taken to compel him to do 

so, and to punish him for his insulting outrage. 

The threat of punishment having been passed, should be strictly adhered to. There 
would be no difficulty in administering it when once decided on, and the act of his refusal 
causing that decision to be arrived at, instructions could be given to me to proceed on from 
Massowah to Bombay, and there submit the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government to the 
Government of India. The India Office here having been consulted with, the force to 
be employed for operations in Abyssinia should undoubtedly be sent from India so as to 
take advantage of native troops on account of greater ease of movement, less expense and 
sufficient effect. To ensure success it should not be less then 9,000 to 10,000 strong. 
Speaking briefly, it should consist of three Brigades of Infantry ; two having one European 
and three native regiments; the other four native regiments. Two troops of Horse Artil¬ 
lery, one light field battery, a mountain train, and a select body of good native Cavalry, 
a strong brigade. European Dragoons, though most excellent in the day, would require 
too much material to get them easily through a new and difficult country. Such a force 
under a good General would ensure success. It might be organised and despatched with 
the aid of the steamers, so as to allow of the campaign being brought to a close before the 
summer and rainy season next year sets in. One point is most essential, and that is that 
the command and political relations should be entrusted to one person, the best that 
could be selected; this selection might be left to the Government of India. 

The greater part of Abyssinia is now in a state of rebellion against the Emperor 
Theodorus, and when it was distinctly proclaimed that war was only being entered upon to 
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punish that monarch for his conduct, that private property and private rights would be 
respected, and that with the punishment of the King and the release of the British subjects 
now in confinement the army would be withdrawn, and the country handed over to its 
legitimate rulers, two-thirds of the people would gladly join against Theodorus, who is 
merely an usurper and would assist in every way. This would especially be the case in the 
province of Tigre, through which the force would have to move in the first instance. The 
distance lrom Massowah, on the coast, to Gondar, the capital, is only fourteen good marches, 
and would easily be done in twenty days. Massowah would be the depdt for supplies, 
replenished from Egypt and India. At the same time that an English force entered from 
Massowah, an Egyptian one might be moved to act from that side. It would be a move 
which would meet with very cordial co-operation from that Government. The manner of 
it might be described on Government deciding on war. 

The above is merely what was mentioned by me this morning, I feel confident that if 
Her Majesty’s Government decide on severe measures being taken, that the whole nation 
will join in acknowledging the necessity and justness of their adoption. I can speak from 
certain knowledge that there is a very strong feeling of surprise both in England and on 
the continent that such measures have not been before adopted. 

14, St. James’ Square, September 25, 1866. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 95. 


Mr. Egerton to Colonel Stanton. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 25, 1866. 

SEND by express the following message to Captain Goodfellow at Aden :— 

Colonel Merewether does not wish the “Victoria” to leave Aden, for Massowah and 
Suez, until Flad arrives at Aden. Flad leaves England by mail of 3rd October. 


No. 96. 


Dr. Krapf to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 4.) 

My Lord, Kornthal, near Stuttgardt, Wurtemberg, October 1, 1866. 

AS a stranger I feel 1 have to ask most humbly your Lordship’s pardon for having 
ventured to address these lines; but the well-known kindness of your Lordship, and the 
importance of the case, which induced me to write, gave me hopes and confidence that my 
daringness would be kindly excused. 

Your Lordship has no doubt obtained recent information that Theodorus, the present 
King ot Abyssinia, has, in the fortress of Magdala, again imprisoned several English and 
German subjects, including the English Consul Cameron and Mr. Rassam, whom Her 
Majesty, in 1865, had most graciously despatched as her Ambassador to effect the release 
of the unfortunate prisoners. 

It was to be hoped that this humane measure would be crowned with a happy issue, 
and for a time it appeared very successful indeed, but some ill-advisers, of whom I know 
one personally as an intriguer from his childhood, turned the King’s mind to thoughts 
hostile to England, the humiliation of the English having been, in my humble opinion, the 
King’s aim from the beginning. We must remember that every Abyssinian ruler must 
have performed some feat which the historiographer can note in the annals of the Empire 
as the peculiar exploit by which the reign of the deceased King was in a high degree 
distinguished. When Major Harris, whose dragoman I was in 1841, had, at the order of 
Her Majesty’s Government, delivered handsome presents to Sahela Selassie (the King of 
Shoa), the royal poets and singers immediately pronounced it as the peculiarity of his 
reign, that the Queen of the white nations had sent him tribute. We can therefore rot be 
surprised if the haughty Monarch Theodorus resolved on striving for the honour of being 
reported in the annals of Abyssinia as the lion-like King who has humbled the greatest 
nation of Europe, thereby showing himself, as he thinks, the worthy successor of David 
and Solomon, from whom he claims his descent. 

My Lord, it can never be my design to give the British Government any advice as to 
the steps to be taken against the ruler of Abyssinia, who has offended England so glaringly 
that she would endanger her honour, her interests, and her influence in the countries 
adjacent to the Red Sea, if she would bear this offence without impunity, but having 
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travelled and resided for eighteen years on the East African coast, in Tigre, Shoa, and 
Amhara especially (as my “Travels, Researches, and Missionary Labours,” published in 
1860 at London, may show), I think I have obtained some knowledge which, under the 
present circumstances, when a warlike conflict between Great Britain and Abyssinia seems 
unavoidable, might be turned to some good account. 

No doubt the British Government will hesitate to declare war when they consider that 
the lives of a number of Europeans is at stake in the event of such a declaration, as 
the reckless King, on hearing of the English warlike demonstrations, might butcher the 
prisoners and other Europeans upon whom he can lay hold, immediately and in cold blood. 
The question therefore arises, whether there is no mode of rescuing the prisoners before 
the King can harm them, and whether there is not some reason to think that the King will 
delay the execution of his wrath. 

In reference to the latter question I fully believe that the King will postpone his 
bloody design, especially when he hears that in case of his killing the Europeans the 
English will give themselves no rest until they have put themselves in possession of 
his person, of his grandees and advisers. His plan will doubtless be, first, to annihilate, 
as he thinks, the invading troops, to make as many prisoners of war as he can, and, 
finally, return victoriously to Gaffat, to slaughter all the Europeans together in the 
most cruel manner. He of course has no idea of the possibility of being overthrown 
by the English, as he has never lost a battle in his conflicts with Abyssinian and Egyptian 
opponents. 

But in regard to the speedy release of the prisoners at Magdala and the other 
Europeans at Gaffat, my humble suggestion is that the English should send an armament 
of about 2,000 men to the Island of Massowah, in the Red Sea, whence the King will soon 
hear the news, and the rumour will swell 2,000 into 20,000 men. This news will imme¬ 
diately induce the King to march from Western to Eastern Abyssinia to Tigre, there to 
meet the invading army. But whilst the English land their force at Massowah, and move 
them in forced marches up to the high land and frontier of Tigre, which is about four days 
(80 or 90 miles) distant from the coast, another force of about 1,000 men (chiefly horse) 
should be sent to the Bay of Tadjourra, opposite to Aden, on the African main, whence 
they would move inland as far as to the place Doosta, where the noble river Hawash 
terminates in a lake and sand. The flying column would then, as fast as possible, march 
along the banks (which abound in wood, and grass, and wild animals), as far as to the 
point where the Berkona, a contributarv stream, falls into the Hawash. The Berkona 
rises in the Wollo country, Wowakallo, near Totola, where I have passed it as a rivulet in 
1841. Having reached the Abyssinian high land, near Lake Ilaik, in the territory 
of Tehuladere, the flying force would arrive in two days at the foot of the fortress 
of Magdala, which the Commandant no doubt would surrender immediately on seeing 
himself besieged at once by an European force, which could throw shells and rockets 
in case of refusal. 

The Adal, or Damakil tribes, occupying as a pastoral people the territory between the 
Red Sea, Tayouwa, and the Abyssinian frontier, would scarcely object to an English force 
marching through their country, if the object would be clearly stated and mentioned to 
them that their own country would not be hurt, and if besides an adequate present were 
promised, as they hate King Thcodoros on account of his having violated their 
Mahometan coreligionists in the Wollo country and in other parts of Abyssinia; they 
would doubtless welcome the English, and supply them with camels, and provisions, and 
cattle, as they would consider them the deliverers of their Mahometan friends in Abyssinia 
Proper. 

Magdala having been surrounded, a part of the flying division would hasten on 
to Gaffat to rescue the other Europeans and to take the Royal arsenal at that place. All 
this could be effected before the King hears of it in Tigre, and before he can send a reply 
to his Generals at Magdala and Gafl'at, in the rear. Neither’could he divide his troops, as 
he has powerful rivals all around in Godjam, in the Wag country, and more especially in 
Tigr£, whose leader, perhaps, would welcome the English coming lrom Massowah. 

But as the Island of Massowah is, together with the country situated between the 
coast and Tigrd under Turkish Sovereignty, the Turkish authorities will no doubt protest 
against the English marching through the coast district, a protest in which they might he 
aided by the French Consulate at Massowah. Should this be the case, it might be 
sufficient to keep a maritime demonstration near Massowah, and by this compel the King 
to remain in Tigre, whilst the whole English force of 2,000 or 3,000 men would march 
through the Adal country, to which Turkey has no rightful title. Should she object to 
the landing in the Bay of Tadjourra, England can reply, that Captain Haines, the Governor 
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ol Aden, had, in 1840, bought the Islet Mashaikh, which commands the entrance into that 
large and safe harbour. 

Theodorus never expects an enemy coming from that quarter, as he had never to deal 
with the Danakil, and is entirely unacquainted with the state of things in that direction, so 
that the English could be in the heart of Abyssinia before the King is aware of it in Tigre, 
where he will expect the invaders. 

I have taken the liberty to enclose my map of travels which may explain more fully 
what I mean. The level road along a fine perennial stream cannot but be acceptable to a 
marching army, whilst the mountainous terrain from the coast of Massowah, in Tigre, and 
westwards, will present many difficulties, especially in regard to heavy artillery, which in 
general should be exchanged for that of the lightest calibre, as it will scarcely be wanted 
except in dealing with fortresses. True, the British army, in coming from Massowah, would 
sooner be in the cool climate, than in marching over the hot plain of the Adal country. In 
every case the time between November and April must be used. From May and June it 

will be fearfully hot in the Danakil country, and the rainy season will begin in 
Abyssinia. 

As the King’s army consists chiefly in horse, rockets and shells will be most effectual 
against it. I have seen Major Harris throwing one evening the whole Shoan army into 
confusion by firing a few rockets into the air. There is no doubt, an English force of 
2.000 or 3,000 men will completely overthrow' the numerous army of the King in the first 
encounter, provided the English Commandant is on his guard against the stratagems, of 
which the King is very fond, and in which his main strength lies. If that were not the 
case, it would perhaps not be worth the trouble and expense to employ 3,000 men against 
an Abyssinian army, which may best be compared to an immense band of tinkers. 

It would, indeed, be most desirable that Abyssinia, which has been harassed by revo¬ 
lutions ever since the time of Mr. Bruce (1772)” should be regulated, if not permanently 
occupied, by an European Power, for the Abvssinians will never be able to elevate them¬ 
selves independently of Europe. Abyssinia excels every other country in Africa by its 
healthy climate, its agricultural productiveness, and other capabilities. Extended as the 
Abyssinian empire already is, yet it might seize all Central Africa without somebody dis¬ 
puting or opposing its conquests. If governed by an enlightened ruler, Abyssinia would 
easily match Egypt, and prove a powerful friend or foe even to India, to which it presents 
the key. 

If the Slave Trade is to be radically destroyed in Eastern Africa, it must be chiefly done 
in Abyssinia, which presents the high road to Central Africa. 

I have no doubt that ere long Egypt or France will be mixed up with that remarkable 
country, which is a compound of physical and moral qualities—a compound of alpine 
heights and low valleys, of various languages and religions, of human physiognomies of all 
shades, in fact what its name shows, a habeshi (mixture; throughout. 

It is to be hoped that the British Government will not overlook the present rightful 
opportunity of interfering with that distracted and unfortunate country, which has all 
things but an enlightened and good ruler. I feel most sorry that England must act in 
a hostile manner against Abyssinia, which has received nothing but benefits from the 
English. England has sent costly presents to the rulers of Tigrd (Ras Wolda Schattie, 
through Mr. Salt), of Shoa (Major Harris), and of Amhara (to Ras Ali). Besides 
England has several times prevented Mehemet Ali Pasha of Kgypt from conquering 
Abyssinia. And now this very England is compelled to assume a hostile attitude 
against a country which ungratefully is pushing away the hand of friendship. But it 
must come so in order that Eastern Africa should be drawn into the world’s move¬ 
ment, and that England should be, against her will, compelled to be on her guard, and 
to secure her standing-point in the Red Sea and her avenues to India, when the great 
Oriental crisis will come on with the tremendous waves of a raging sea—perhaps at no 
distant period. 

With the repeated prayer for pardoning my liberty, and with the profoundest respect, 

I am, &c. 


(Signed) 


L KRAPF. 
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No. 97. 

Colonel Merewether to Mr. Murray.—(Received October 4.) 

My dear Air Murray, 14, St. James' Square, October 1, 1866. 

I HAVE carefully thought over what you told me on Saturday. It was not 
much, but I could see clearly the Cabinet had found it inexpedient, not to say impos¬ 
sible, to proceed to extremities with King Theodorus. I regret this deeply, because as 
matters have now come to pass, I am confident the bold and firm attitude is the proper 
course, and the only one likely now to bring affairs to a speedy issue. The having to put 
up with further insult from this barbarian tells terribly against us as a nation, both in 

Europe and in the East. 

However, the Cabinet have to decide on that point, and appear to have done so; all 
I can now do is to give what aid is required to carry out Lord Stanley’s wishes, and in 
furtherance thereof would offer the following suggestions :— 

The letter to the King, of which Mr. Flad is to be the bearer, to give it any chance of 
success, should, I would submit, contain some opening of prospective advantage to the 
King, provided he releases all the prisoners—advantage which he will be able to see 
within his reach, and may hear of without the delay of reference to England. To afford 
this, I would recommend that part of my last proposal should be carried out. That part 
which related to my following Mr. Flad and taking the artificers, machinery, presents, &.C., 
with me to Massowah. In the letter it could then be mentioned that Mr. Flad was sent 
in advance with the letter conveying Her Majesty’s sentiments, but that a mission was 
following under an officer who had instructions from Her Majesty and the Government to 
enter fully into the question of the differences which had so unfortunately arisen, and to 
act in such a manner as would best conduce to the restoration of that friendly communi¬ 
cation which was the object of both to bring about. If the King received Flad properly 
and was inclined to change his tactics, the fact of my following with the artificers and 
presents would be a convincing proof to him of the desire of Government to act in fair 
and full faith towards him, and may afford a good opening for adjustment of differences. 
The letters he will have received from Flad, written from England, may have helped to 
bring about that change. If the King persists in the violent and unjustifiable course he 
has adopted, the artificers can be sent back to England, and little more cost will have been 
incurred than was originally intended, and it will then rest with Government to decide 
what further measures should be taken—while, being on the spot, I should be able to send 
home the fullest information. 

Should Lord Stanley approve of this proposal, my best endeavours will be devoted to 
bring about an amicable settlement of this unfortunate business. If it was required, 1 
should be quite ready to go to Matemma, or to any other place from which negotiations 
could best be carried on. All that would be necessary would be that I should be allowed 
to take such other people with me as would give dignity and weight to the mission, things 
which Mr. Rassam sadly wanted, and that latitude'should be given me to decide at once 
on the spot how the general instructions given me by Her Majesty s Government should 
be carried out. The question of extreme measures would, of course, not be entered into 
under any circumstances without reference first to Government. 

At this season of the year the squadron in the Indian seas have little to do beyond 
visiting different places; it might, with great advantage, be sent across from Bombay to 
Massowah, as many ships as Commodore Hillyar could take with him—to add importance 
to the arrival of the mission, and to wait there for a time until the future movements of 
the mission were decided on. This would cause no extra expense, and at this season of 
the year the climate of Massowah is good enough. 

Other points might be discussed hereafter. 

Of course with regard to the artificers, they would not be allowed to enter Abyssinia 
unless matters were materially changed from what they now are, and then only at their 
own choice and free will. They are willing enough to go, provided there is not more than 
the ordinary risk attendant on living in a country where law affords no protection, and the 
will of a despotic Monarch is the only rule. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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No. 98. 

Letter from the Queen to the King of Abyssinia. 

# 

VICTORIA, by the grace of God, &c., to Theodore, King of Abyssinia, sendeth 
greeting. 

Relying on the assurances contained in your Majesty’s letter of the 29th of January, 
which duly reached us, we were in daily expectation of the arrival in England of our 
servant Rassam, together with our servaut Cameron, and the other Europeans, so long 
detained in your country, but whom your Majesty had announced that you had sent with 
our servant Rassam; when Flad arrived, bringing your Majesty’s further letter of the 17th 
of April, in which, while repeating that you had released and” made over to our servant 
Rassam our servant Cameron and the other Europeans in order that they might leave the 
country, you stated that you had kept our servant Rassam for the sake of consulting 
together upon the extension of the friendship between us. We will not disguise from your 
Majesty that we found it difficult to reconcile your assurances with the obstacles which 
were still opposed to the departure of our servants and the other Europeans from your 
country; but we were willing to accept the desire expressed by you for the extension of 
friendship between us, and we accordingly admitted Flad to our presence; and ha vino- 
heard from him your Majesty’s wishes, we gave directions for the transmission to vour 
Majesty by the hands of Flad of such articles as we understood from Flad your Majesty 
desired to obtain; and we also gave our sanction to the engagement in your Majesty’s 
service of skilful workmen such as you desired to employ in Abyssinia. These arrange¬ 
ments were made, and Flad was on the point of leaving England to rejoin your Majesty, 
when intelligence reached us that you had withdrawn from our servant Rassam the favour 
which you had hitherto shown him, and had consigned him, together with our servant 
Cameron and the other Europeans, to prison. 

We have received no explanation from your Majesty of the grounds of a proceeding 
so inconsistent with the assurances and professions formerly made by your Majesty, and 
we have therefore lost no time in allowing Flad to depart, and have given to him this letter 
for your Majesty, not allowing ourselves to doubt that immediately on its receipt vou will 
redeem your promises and give effect to your professions by dismissing our servant Rassam 
with our servant Cameron and the other Europeans, in conformity with the statement 
made in your letter of the 29th of January. 

Your Majesty must be aware that it is the sacred duty of Sovereigns scrupulously to 
fulfil engagements into which they may have entered; and that the persons of Ambassa¬ 
dors, such as our servant Rassam, and those by whom they are accompanied, are, among 
all nations assuming to be civilized, invariably held sacred. We have therefore the more 
difficulty in accounting for your Majesty’s hesitation, and we invite your Majesty to prove 
to the world that you rightly understand your position among Sovereigns, and do not 
desire to neglect the international duties which it is incumbent on all Sovereigns to fulfil. 
Your Majesty may be assured that we shall be disposed to attribute to misapprehension on 
your part, rather than to ill-will towards us, the delay that has occurred in the return of 
Rassam and those whom you had engaged to send with him; but in the uncertainty which 
we cannot but feel as to your Majesty’s intentions, we cannot allow Flad to be the bearer 
of those tokens of goodwill which we purposed that he should convey to your Majesty. 
But in full confidence that the cloud which has darkened the friendship of our relations 
will pass away on the return of Flad, and desiring that you should as soon as possible 
thereafter receive the articles which we had proposed to send to your Majesty in token of 
our friendship, we have given orders that those articles should be forthwith sent to 
Massowah to be delivered, for conveyance to your Majesty’s Court, to the officers whom 
you may depute to conduct our servant Rassam and our servant Cameron and the other 
Europeans so far on their way to our presence. And so we bid you heartily farewell. 

Given at our Court at Balmoral, the 4th day of October, in the year of our Lord 
1866, and in the thirtieth year of our reign. 

Your good friend, 

(Signed) VICTORIA R. 

(The large Signet.) 

(Not countersigned.) 

Superscribed: 

To our good Friend, Theodore, King of Abyssinia, 




No. 99. 

Captain Goodfellow to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 14.) 


Aden, September 18, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty’s ship “ Victoria ” proceeded to 
Massowah for despatches at the beginning of the current month, and returned to this on 
the 9th instant, bringing no further intelligence of the mission. As messengers were 
expected to arrive on or about the 15th instant, she will be again despatched on the 20th 

to ascertain if any letters or news has since reached the coast. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 100. 

Memorandum for Mr. Flad on his return to Abyssinia. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 8, 1866. 

THE period having arrived at which you proposed to return to Abyssinia, Her 
Majesty’s Government have no wish that you should prolong your stay in this country. 

You will receive with this a letter from the Queen to King Theodore, to be delivered 
on your arrival at his Court; and that you may shape your language according to its 
contents, I furnish you with a copy of it. 

The King will naturally expect to hear from you what are the feelings of the British 
Government towards him. 

You will not disguise from him that the confidence which they were disposed to place 
in his promises and assurances, was considerably weakened by his detention of Mr. Rassam 
and the others, and has been nearly destroyed by the intelligence which has just reached 
England of his having placed Mr. Rassam, and those whom the King solemnly made over 
to him for conveyance out of his dominions, in confinement. 

You may sav that fearing lest evil-disposed persons, seeing their own downfall in the 
establishment of a good understanding between the British Government and the King, may 
have endeavoured to infuse suspicion into the mind of His Majesty, the British Government 
has authorized you to say that nothing is further from their desire or intention, in any way 
themselves voluntarily to seek to disturb, or to encourage the Governor of Egypt to 
disturb, King Theodore in the peaceable possession of his dominions ; but you will not 
disguise from His Majesty that in return for such good will, the British Government 
requires substantial proof on his part that the same good will is entertained by him, and 
that the first and immediate proof of its existence which can now' be given is the release of 
Mr. Rassam, Captain Cameron, and all other Europeans detained in Abyssinia against their 
will, and their safe conduct beyond the frontiers of the King’s dominions. Their prolonged 
detention, so far from being a security' for the King, cannot fail to obliterate all the feelings 
of friendship and good will with which he has heretofore been looked upon; and whatever 
benefit the King may expect from amity with the Queen will unquestionably fail him, if he 
disregards the claim now made by Her Majesty for the fulfilment of his promises, by 
dismissing her Ambassador Rassam, and setting free her Consul and all other Europeans in 

his custody. 

You will see that the letter from the Queen speaks only of presents to be sent in 
return for the prisoners. You are not authorized to hold out any expectation that the 
British Government will be directly, or indirectly, instrumental in inducing any other 
Europeans to place themselves in the power of the King. You will not conceal from the 
Kine that in coming to a decision to that effect, the British Government have been mainly 
influenced by the intelligence that has lately reached them ; but it will rest in your 
discretion to point out that if the King really desires to obtain the services of foreigners, 
his best chance of doing so is to prove, by releasing those whom he now detains against 
their will, that any persons who may enter into his employment may have no apprehension 
of similar detention when desirous to depart from Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed; i 


STANLEY. 
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No. 101. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 15.) 

(No. 85. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, October 1, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that I received by the last mail from 
Aden, information that the steamship “ Victoria,” which had been sent to Massowah in 
the hope of procuring intelligence of the Abyssinian captives, had returned from that 
port on the 9th ultimo, without having been able to procure any later intelligence than that 
already forwarded to your Lordship. 

It was the intention of the Resident at Aden to send her again to Massowah on the 
20th of September, but I fear we cannot expect, as yet, any further intelligence; as the 
rains, judging from the unusually high state of the Nile, must have been very severe in the 
Abyssinian mountains, and it is probable that the communications with the coast are 
suspended in consequence of the flooded state of the rivers in that country. 

liavp &r» 

(Signed) ’ EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 102. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 15.) 

(No. 86. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, October 5, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 51 
Consular, of the 25th September, containing the words of a telegram sent me on the 
25th September, for transmission to Aden. 

Immediately on the receipt of this despatch, the telegram itself not having reached 
me, I telegraphed your Lordship’s message to Her Majesty’s Consul at Suez, desiring him 
to forward it on to Aden, and the message will go on by the steamer taking the Calcutta 
mail. 

I beg also to inform your Lordship, that having made inquiries at the office of the 
Malta and Alexandria Telegraph, I have been assured that no telegram has been received 
there to my address during the last fortnight. The agent added, that unless specially 
noted to be sent via Malta all telegrams for Egypt have lately been sent from Italy to 
Constantinople, and this may probably account for the non-delivery of your Lordship’s 
message, as the communication between Egypt and Turkey is very irregular. 

I trust, however, that your Lordship’s message will reach Aden in time to prevent the 
“ Victoria ” starting, as in a private letter I have received this day from Captain Goodfellow, 
he states, “ the ‘ Victoria ’ will be despatched to Suez so as to be there by the 3rd of 
November.” I imagine therefore, she will hardly have left Aden before the Calcutta mail 
reaches that port. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 103. 

Captain Melville White to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 15.) 

My Lord, • Richmond, October 15, 1866. 

I RETURNED to town from the Spanish Main on the 11th instant, in consequence 
of information which reached me of the imprisonment of a Consul and the subjects of 
Her Majesty in the dominions of His Majesty the Emperor Theodorus. I called the same 
day at the Foreign Office to make tender to Government of my services in the matter, and 
was informed that the Ministry were adopting steps for the release of the captives. I was 
at the same time requested to make to your Lordship in writing, such remarks as I might 
consider likely to aid the good cause. 

1 will leave London to-morrow en route to Gondar, and will deliver to the prisoners 
such letters as Government wish to have so transmitted. I will afterwards obtain, with 
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God’s aid and I trust your Lordship’s sanction, the early restoration of these unhappy 
ones to the bosom of their families. 

I knew the Emperor and his people ere His Majesty ascended the throne; they were 
struggling, against much difficulty, with modern civilization, and had in their characters 
much goodness. Astronomy, music, magnetism, and surgery could, when judiciously 
availed of, achieve excellent results among the inhabitants. 

I have taken part in several Consular cases in the countries adjoining the Red Sea, 
and have almost invariably found that the Consuls have been but endeavouring to honestly 
discharge their duties at times when they have incurred, from the passions of the people, 
great personal danger and sometimes death. 

His Majesty was, in my opinion, a good specimen of his race; he was capable of 
great cheerfulness, frankness, and generosity, and for such remote parts at such a time, 
both polished and talented. He was of great physical courage and could form strong 
friendships, and might be made even at this untoward moment, and without much 
difficulty, a warm and perhaps very useful ally of Her Majesty. 

Many of the records of my life are at the Foreign Office; in them is to be found 
the language given below in quotation, and addressed to me by Major-General Sir 
G. M. Sherer :— 

“ My dear Captain Melville White, “ Jersey, April 4, 1863. 

“ Never can I forget your services during the rebellion in 1857-58. The manner in 
which you had drilled your Naval Brigade and made them as they really were, most 
efficient soldiers, does you the greatest credit. Your detachment coming to my aid at so 
critical a moment was of the greatest possible assistance to me, and seeing your determined 
conduct on that occasion gave me additional confidence. I think you may be justly proud 
in having performed such acts of heroism which few men at your age have ever achieved, 
and can only say that if every officer in India had shown a like front the rebellion would, I 
consider, have been crushed at the outset. 

“ Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) “ G. M. SHERER, Major-General. 

“ Late Aide-de-camp to the Queen." 

1 herewith forward a Demerara “ Royal Gazette,” wherein are comments on my past 
life. I will call at the Foreign Office during the day in order to seek an interview with 
your Lordship, when I hope to learn the present place of confinement of the Consul, and 
what articles he was, when last heard from, apparently most in need. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ’ J. MELVILLE WHITE. 


No. 104. 

Mr. Murray to Captain Melville White. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 15, 1866. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of to-day 
offering to proceed to Abyssinia to procure the release of the English captives there. 

I am in reply to convey to you Lord Stanley’s thanks for your offer, but, as arrange¬ 
ments are now in progress for communicating with the King of Abyssinia, I am to state 
that Lord Stanley does not think it advisable to disturb those arrangements by sending 
another agent. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
P.S. The inclosures to your letter are herewith returned. 


# 


J. M. 
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No. 105. 

* 

Acting Consul Goodfellow to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 22.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, October 1,1866. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that Her Majesty’s ship “ Victoria ” returned from 

Massowah yesterday, but lias brought no further intelligence regarding Mr. Rassam or his 
party ' 

2. M. Munziger reports that the rumours prevalent in the country confirm the state¬ 
ments made to him by the messengers, and which were reported in my despatch to vour 
Lordship's address, No. 671, dated 28th August last, and is of opinion that no further 
letters are likely to arrive from Mr. Rassam until the return of Mr. Flad, but that probably 
some news of the mission may be sent by Mr. Flad. 

3. The King is reported to be still quiet at Debra Tabor, whilst the rebels have con¬ 
quered nearly the whole country, three provinces only remaining in the King’s possession. 
Waksham Gobesi had taken possession of the whole of Tigre excepting Hamazoi, which 
he is stated as likely soon to conquer. 

4. Being given to understand that Mr. Flad and his party will arrive at Suez on or 
about the 3rd proximo, and as it would he highly desirable that they should at once 
proceed to Massowah, 1 have to inform your Lordship that the “ Victoria ” will be des¬ 
patched hence on the 20th instant for that port, and her Commander directed to touch at 
Massowah on his way up to obtain any intelligence that may have arrived at the coast, 
and also to enable me to give M. Munziger warning of Mr. Flad’s return, that he may 
make all arrangements with regard to carriage, &c., for that gentleman’s upward journey.' 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 106. 


Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 29.) 

Esgair, Machynlleth , North Wales, 

My dear Mr. Hammond, October 27, 1866 . 

1 FIND it necessary to give the workpeople some more of the advance sanctioned 
for them, so I have applied officially to you for the remaining half of the quarter’s salary 
3601. The first 360/. 1 drew the other day. 

1 have sent you one of the printed copies of the paper showing all the arrangements 
connected with the workpeople and presents. In the margin of page 9 I have written in 
pencil what sums have been drawn previous to to-dav. 

The machinery and presents will be all ready arid packed by the 1st proximo. Every¬ 
thing will be embarked on the 3rd at Southampton, and Mr. Talbot with the men will go 
on board at the same time. The steamer will quit Southampton on the 4th. 

I shall follow by the mail leaving London on the 10th, via Marseilles, so as to meet 
Mr. Talbot and his party at Alexandria. 

I spoke to Mr. Murray about my course of procedure in this matter. As you may 
recollect, when it was decided that one more attempt at pacific solution should be made, I 
suggested that Mr. Flad should be sent in advance with a letter from Her Majesty, of 
remonstrance, and that I should follow with the workpeople and presents to act on arrival 
at Massowah as seemed best. Lord Stanley approved generally of my proposals, and 
after the discussion of them had been concluded, said instructions should be drawn up 
before my departure. 

As the time for that is approaching, those will, 1 conclude, be now prepared. What¬ 
ever their nature may be, one thing I would point out to be an essential to the success of 
a pacificatory course, if it should offer, and that is that I should be the bearer of a letter 
from the Queen, intimating that I was sent to Massowah by Her Majesty with presents, &c. 
to show her friendly intentions towards King Theodorus ; to communicate with him, and 
to receive his reply to Her Majesty’s letter forwarded by hand of Mr. Flad. Nothing more 
need be said; indeed, it would simply be an introductory letter. But without it the King 

might pretend to say, “ Who is this person, who has come to Massowah ? 1 know him 

not, nor who has sent bim.” 

Would you kindly consider this, and bring it to Lord Stanley’s notice? 
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The Queen will, I believe, be at Windsor after the 3rd proximo, so there will be no 
delay or difficulty in getting the letter ready, when approved. 

The last intelligence from Aden is satisfactory in so far that no news from Abyssinia 
is good news. Had the captives been subjected to any further ill-treatment it would 
certainly have been reported, or Mr. Flad would have written it to Massowah. 

The “ Victoria ” left Massowah on the 27th September ; nothing had been heard up 
to that time of the tremendous battle, taken by the Paris Correspondent of the “ Times ” 
from the “Nice Chronicle,’’ and said to have occurred on the 30th July. 

On the contrary, our news is that the rebels in Tigre have been steadily and success¬ 
fully advancing, while the Emperor remained inactive at Debra Tabor. 

I have come down into Wales to see my family for a few days, but will be back in 
London on Thursday evening the 1st proximo, or before if required. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 107. • 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received October 30.) 

(No. 88. Consular.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, October 19, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Mr. Flad arrived at Alexandria 
yesterday, the 18th instant, and being unable to obtain pratique, proceeded immediately by 
quarantine train to Suez, en route to Aden. 

I saw Mr. Flad for a few moments, before leaving the ship, and ascertained from him 
that all his arrangements were complete and that I could be of no immediate service to 
him, but, at his request, I have applied to the Egyptian Government for a letter to the 
Governor of Massowah, desiring him to render any assistance in his power, that Mr. Flad 
may require for his future proceedings, and I hope to be able to send this letter to the care 
of the Acting Political Resident at Aden, by the next Indian mail. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


No. 108. 

Mr. Hammond to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Sir. Foreign Office, October 31, 1866. 

I HAVE shown Lord Stanley your letter of the 27th instant. He was glad to hear 
that the arrangements for the despatch of the presents, and of Mr. Talbot and his party, 
are so far advanced, and that they will shortly be followed by yourself. 

Lord Stanley does not understand that any special instructions are required for the 
guidance of your conduct in this matter. According to present arrangements as set forth 
in the letter from the Queen to King Theodore, of which Mr. Flad is the bearer, the pre¬ 
sents are to be lodged at Massowah to aw’ait the arrival at that place of the captives 
against whom they are to be exchanged. If you should be of opinion that it would be 
advisable that you should also yourself remain at Massowah, as being thereby better 
enabled to communicate with the captives and Mr. Flad, and if you should be willing to 
stay there, Lord Stanley would gladly avail himself of your services in that respect. But 
he does not think it necessary or desirable that you should be furnished with a further 
letter from the Queen to King Theodore, or that you should attempt to open any direct 
communication with the King; in fact. Lord Stanley considers that it would be better that 
your presence at Massowah should not be made known to the King, for if he was made 
aware that another Agent and another Royal letter were at hand, he would not unnaturally 
be tempted to defer the release of the prisoners until he had ascertained what that Agent 
had to say, and what Her Majesty might have written in her letter. 

Neither can Lord Stanley anticipate any other reply to Her Majesty s letter, of which 
Mr. Flad is the bearer, than one which shall accompany the prisoners to the coast. , ll the 
prisoners arrive, the presents may be exchanged against them ; but as regards Mr 1 albot 
and the artisans, their departure for the interior, of which no promise has been held out 
to the King, must be regulated by circumstances; and if at the last hour you should feel 
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doubt as to their safety, you may suspend their departure, or at all events, after stating the 
case to them, leave them to decide whether they will go or not. You will in no case urge 
them to go if disinclined. 

It will be for you to consider whether, while matters are in suspense, it might not be 
better on sanitary grounds, to allow the party to remain at Aden. 

Lord Stanley desires me to take this opportunity of expressing to you his special 
thanks for the very great trouble you have been good enough to take in regard to these 
matters. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 109. 

Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 54. Consular.) 

Sir, . Foreign Office, November 2, 1866. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 88, Consular, of the 19th instant, and I have to 
state to you that I approve the steps which you have taken to further the objects of 
Mr. Flad’s Mission to Abvssinia. 

9 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 110. 

Captain Goodfellow to Mr. Murray.—(Received November 3.) 

Dear Sir, Aden Residency , October 13, 1866. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 18th ultimo, which reached 
me yesterday. The two letters from Mr. Flad inclosed therein, will be forwarded at once 
to Massowah for transmission to their respective addresses. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 111. 

Colonel Merewether to Mr. Hammond.—(Received November 3.) 

My dear Mr. Hammond, 14, St. James' Square, November 3, 1866. 

I hOLND your letter of the 31st ultimo on my return to town yesterday, and have 
to express my best thanks for the confidence placed in me by Lord Stanley, as shown in 

his not giving any explicit [instructions?], but leaving me to act according to my own 
judgment, as circumstances may require. 

As far as I can tell at present it would be decidedly advisable that I should stay for a 
time at Massowah, to watch events, collect intelligence, and to be ready to take advantage 

of any favourable opportunity that may offer, of obtaining the object in view_the release 

of the captives, and I will gladly remain there. 

With regard to that part of my letter of the 27th ultimo to which Lord Stanley 
dissents viz., that I should be the bearer of a letter from the Queen,” I w T ould venture to 
explain that I am quite prepared to carry out Lord Stanley’s wishes as conveyed in your 
letter and to appear as little as possible in the matter. But at the same time 1 would beg 

to observe that there is something more in my request than appears to be understood from 
the expressions used by you. 

It is just possible that the King may act at once on the receipt of Her Majesty’s 
letter, sent by hand of Mr. Flad, and take measures to cause the transmission of the 
captives at once to the frontier of his kingdom as far as his power extends. 

At the same time it is also possible and more probable he will propose some 
intermediate course, to which a reply should be at once made. Again between Debra 
Tabor, where he now is, and Massowah, direct communication is closed by the intervening 
Province of Tigre being in a state of rebellion, messengers may pass to and fro, but no 
party could. It is therefore most likely, supposing the King wishes to release the captives 


103 


without further delay, that he will write down to Massowah to say that he can only 
forward them to Matemma on the Egyptian frontier, where they will be delivered over. 
In that case it would be most desirable that I should proceed there with the presents to 
see that no circumstances should interfere to mar the successful management of the 
interchange which would then have to take place. The road to Matemma is entirely 
through friendly Egyptian territory, and I should be careful not to run any risk of 
endangering myself and those with me. 

Massowah is not quite so near to London as North Wales, nor so easy to refer from; 
I therefore begged to suggest that I should be entrusted with a letter from Her Majesty 
merely mentioning who I was, and that I had been sent out to see the conditions of 
Her Majesty’s letter were carried out. This would give me the right, as well as proper 
weight, to appear in case of an opportunity offering, or of its being of the first importance 
that I should act at once without having to wait the result of a reference, whereby the loss 

of the favourable moment might be chanced. 

Having such a letter in my posssession I should be in a position to do anything that 

was required and should not run the risk of being discredited. It may be that I shall not 
have to use it at all, in which case I shall be very happy in being able to return it as 
entrusted to me; but I should be very thankful to have it in possession, and 
Lord Stanley mav rest assured I shall not use it unadvisedly. It would in no w T ay alter 
or affect the'previous letter sent by Mr. Flad. I would indeed only supplement it, being 
in reference to Her Majesty’s intentions regarding the presents and what is expected from 

the King in return. 

Any reply from the King to Her Majesty’s first letter would of course be forwarded 
at once to England. 

If there is likely to be much delay, Mr. Talbot and party could at any moment be 
taken to Aden and left there for a while. 

In conclusion I beg to be allowed to express my sincere thanks for the gratifying 
manner in which Lord Stanley has been good enough to notice my endeavours to carry 

out his wishes. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 112. 

Mr. Hammond to Colonel Merewether. 

oj r Foreign Office, November 5, 1866. 

I HAVE laid before Lord Stanley your letter of the 3rd instant, and he directs me to 
acquaint you that he continues to be ot opinion that it would not be expedient that \ou 
should be the bearer of a letter from the Queen to King Theodore. 

It is difficult to provide beforehand for every contingency that may possibly occur, 
or to give you precise and definite directions by which to shape your conduct. 

According to the arrangement specified in the Queen’s letter, of which Mr. Flad is the 
bearer, the presents are only to be placed in the hands of the King’s messengers on the 
delivery of the prisoners at Massowah. You seem to anticipate that the King may demur 
to this arrangement, and, pleading his inability either to send the prisoners to Massowah, 
or to convey the presents back from that place, may offer to effect the exchange of the 
prisoners for the presents at Matemma, when the prisoners would be in safety, being 

beyond the Abyssinian territarv. 

Lord Stanley understands that with reference to this contingency you think it desirable 
that you should be authorized to convey the presents to Matemma, and there make them 

over to the King’s officers in exchange for the prisoners. . 

Lord Stanley will not withhold from you this authority, on the distinct understanding, 
however, that you do not put yourself, or any other Europeans, in the power of the King, 
unless the prisoners are safely delivered to you, keeping at some place out of the Abyssinian 
territory, where they are secure from any further attempt which might be made on the 

King’s troops again to seize them. 

For obvious reasons it is undesirable that any suggestion should be made by you to 
the Kin" inconsistent with the terms of the Queen’s letter sent by Mr. Flad, or with the 
Memorandum which Lord Stanley gave to Mr. Had on his departure, ot which l inclose 

copies for your information. 
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It would clearly be imprudent to suggest a new arrangement till the fate of that 
already explained to the King is ascertained, or without a moral certainty that any such 
new arrangement will secure the release of the prisoners. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 113. 

Mr. Flad to Mr. Hertslet. 


Dear Mr. Hertslet, Massowah, November 5, 1866. 

1 ARRIVED here on the 29th of Octcbeix Neither in Egypt nor in Aden they were 
able to give me any news from Abyssinia. Here I found letters of Mrs. Flad, of which I 
send you an extract. A letter of Captain Cameron to Mr. Hammond was also here, and 
a packet of letters of Mr. Rassam to the Resident at Aden. These letters had two days 
before myself reached Massowah. The “ Victoria” returned on the same day to Aden, 
and I suppose you will get all the news of Abyssinia before this letter reaches you. 

There was no road open for me to go up myself, Tigre being still in the hands of the 
rebel Wagshoom Gobasie ; and Gondar, with part of Dembia is taken by Tersa Gobasie. 
The day after rnv arrival 1 dispatched four messengers on two different roads. Two and 
two were bearing an Amharic translation of Her Majesty’s letter with an English copy. 
I myself wrote to him and explained the reason why Her Majesty’s Government would not 
send up the workmen before he sends over the prisoners. After the Victoria ” returns 
from Aden I shall send again two messengers. 

From the extract of Mrs. Flad’s letter you will see that there is not the least hope 
that Her Majesty’s letter will have its effect. There is only one way which the Govern¬ 
ment ought to take without delay. Captain Cameron, as I hear from M. Munzinger, 
gives the advice to go to war at once. And this I think is the opinion of all, I doubt 
whether it will also be the advice Mr. Rassam gives. I send a copy of the extract of 
Mrs. Flad’s letter to Colonel Merewether. I don’t know whether he will send it to the 
Foreign Office. If you think it to be of any use you may make an extract of both and 
send them to Lord Stanley. 

ft _ 

From merchants lately arrived here from Korata I learned that Mrs. Flad, 
Mrs. Rosenthal, with all the Europeans in Abyssinia, even his own workmen, the King 
had sent to Magdala. At the foot of the mountain the King has his camp. I fear that if 
our friends are to be kept a long time on the mountain they will suffer, perhaps die from 
want of water and food ; as, according to the reports I receive from Abyssinia, Magdala is 
fearfully crowded with people. If ever the Government wishes to do anything for the 
release of their Envoy and Consul they should lose no time. These are the coolest months 
here at Massowah. If they wait till the rains commence in Abyssinia nothing can be done 
before September 1867. And if our people be kept all this time at Magdala they will be 
starved to death. Between Massowah and Hamazeyn, the first Abyssinian province, there 
is plenty of water for an army. From Hamazeyn up to Magdala they will have plenty of 

water, corn, cows, oxen, goats, sheep, game, fowls, &c. 

If the Egyptian troops could be used from the side of Matemma and Korata they should 

not be allowed to enter Abyssinia before their commander (I mean commander of the 

10 

English army) is able to negotiate with the King. I am certain that if the King should 
hear that England uses an Egyptian army against him he would kill all the captives, which 
never would be the case if the English themselves approached his country. Egypt, if used, 
should not be allowed to enter Abyssinia, but only to guard the western frontier. It is 
well known how cruel and bloodthirsty fanatical Mahometan soldiers are when allowed to 
enter a Christian empire. There would be no end of bloodshed, which immediately would 
lead the King to sacrifice all the Europeans around him. This can be and ought to be 

omitted. 

As I learn from M. Munzinger, my first letter to the King from England will have 
reached him on the 13th October. My second letter 1 found at Aden, it not having been 
forwarded. If the King should come to Tigre, as the natives report, I shall immediately 
proceed to him with Her Majesty's autograph letter,and the articles 1 bought for his 2,0l)U 

German crowns. 

I have no hope that he will consent to Her Majesty’s request,* so my prospects 

* This li tter gives no hope that the Government would send him the artisans if he would set at liberty the 
prisoners, but speaks only of articles. 
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would be to be joined to those at Magdala. I am sure none will envy me the happy 
prospects I have in view. To the letter I sent up on the 30th October I cannot expect 
to have an answer before forty days, If you would write to me. if you know anything 
important, and send your letter care of the Resident, Aden, it would reach me before 1 
leave this. 

(Signed) J. M. FLAD, 




entered the King’s service, 
work for the King. 


Inclosure in No. 113. 

Extract of Mrs. Flad’s Letter. 

August 2.—I HOPE my letter, w hich 1 sent four weeks ago, will have reached you in 
England. Against the expectation of all of us, and your own, the King changed very soon 
after you had left us his behaviour to Mr. Rassam. 

in the beginning of July, Mr. Rassam (inclusive Cameron, Stern, Blane, Prideaux, 
Rosenthal, Kerens or Petro) were sent to Magdala, where, on their arrival, they were put 
in foot chains. 

Only a few days ago I had a letter from Mr. Rassam. They are all in good health, 
and as comfortable as one can be in an Abyssinian prison, as you from your own experience 
know. I think they are better off than we are here at Gaffat, in the direct presence of our 
friend (the King). 

It is impossible for me to describe the anguish in which we are living day and night, 
uneasy of the things our next future will bring upon us. My only comfort is the Lord’s 
faithfulness. I trust he will not forsake us. 

Since a fortnight the King lives at Gaffat. He is engaged with his European and 
native workmen in making cannon of a very large size. Messrs. Bardel, Makerer, have 

Messrs. Stieger, Brandeis, Schiller, and Essler were forced to 
Even mvself and Mrs. Rosenthal were forced to do also. He sent 

w V 

eighteen picees of calico, and thirty native tailors, and made us cut out the shirts and have 
them sewn. Our present position is equal to that in which the children of Israel were 
placed under Pharaoh (read Exodus v.). 

August 28.—Lately the King expressed himself in the following way: “ I know 
Mr. Rassam is a good man, but on account of the warlike intentions his Government has 
towards me, 1 have sent him to Magdala. - ’ From some expressions the King now and 
then makes, it seems his intention is to irritate the English Government until they come 
and return to him his country, which is nearly all in the hands ol the rebels, He would 
retire and fortify himself in Magdala. From there he thinks he could negotiate with the 
English to return his country to him, and, as he said some days ago, he thinks he could 
he could then make use of Mr. Rassam. “ I know ,'’ said he, “ Mr. Rassam is a great man, 
and some one will come to ask for him.” How the King came to this idea, none of us are 
able to say. There is no doubt that Dr. Beke's sudden return to England has something 
to do with it. It made the King believe that England would go to war with him. 

A few days ago I had a letter from Mr. Rassam, in which he says that all of them 
were kindly treated. Every week the King sends very friendly messages to Mr. Rassam. 
To their guard he gave orders to let their English prisoners have everything they want, 
only their foot chains should not be taken off. One male and one female servant is 
allowed to attend on each of them : the rest of their servants are quartered in the houses 
of the country people. 

1 am in continual correspondence with those who are at Magdala, but not without 
great difficulties and dangers. The messengers are more afraid of the King than they 
Would be of water or fire. 

September 6.—The King speaks always favourably of Mr. Rassam. M c have no 
doubt, from all the expressions the King uses, that he wishes to use Mr. Rassam to 
negotiate for him with the English Government after they have declared war with him. 
I can’t sav more, as I am afraid this letter might fall into bad bands. 

To me the King is friendly. Once lie intended to quarrel with me, 1 believe, from 

the bad influence of Samuel. 

After the cannons are finished, all of us will have to go to Magdala; and when this 
letter reaches you, you may think that we are in that fortress. May the Lord give me help 
and strength. 

Lately the King said, “ Mr. Flad is bringing either something good or something very 

2 E 
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bad.” Every one, the natives as well as the Europeans, are looking towards your return 
with great anxiety. Some say that you would not be expected back before a year and a 
half. 


No. 114. 

Captain Goodfellow to Lord Stanley.—(.Received November 13.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, October 25, 1866. 

1 HAVE the honour to report for your Lordship’s information that Mr. Flad arrived 
here this morning, and informed me that in consequence of certain packages of his baggage 
containing articles purchased by him for the King of Abyssinia whilst in England not 
having come out with him, he considered it advisable to await their arrival by the next 
mail, seven days hence, before proceeding to Massowah; I informed him that I was of 
opinion that it would be a pity to waste any further time, and that l considered his 
reaching Massowah as soon as possible was of the utmost importance, even without the 
articles he enumerated, as they were certain to arrive by the steamer expected on the 2nd 
proximo, by which date the “ Victoria ” could take him to Massowah, and return for the 
packages in question. That by his proceeding to Massowah at once, he could, if not able 
to proceed up county immediately, write and inform the King of his arrival, and that if 
even an opportunity should occur for his taking the journey himself, he could not expect 
to start from Massowah for some days after arrival, owing to the difficulty of procuring 
carriage, &.c., for his luggage at that place, and that, therefore, under any circumstances 
his immediate departure hence could not but be of the greatest advantage, either in the 
matter of assuring the King that he had actually returned, and that everything that was 
required had been carried out during his absence in England, or else to enable him to 
make preparations for immediate departure on the arrival of the “ Victoria ” with the cases 
seven days after his arrival at Massowah. 

2. I am glad to be able to state that he has decided on leaving at once, and Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Victoria ” will put to sea, consequently, to-morrow morning for Massowah 
to convey him thither, and to return to make the subsequent trip to Suez, touching at 
Massowah en route, as soon as possible after the 2nd proximo. 

3. I regret that I should not have been able to let her leave this earlier, but Mr. Flad 
informs me he requires a number of articles, such as provisions, cooking utensils, bedding, 
and camp equipage and furniture, before taking his departure; these are not procurable 
at once, and time is lost in collecting them. I, however, hope to have all his requirements 
supplied before noon to-morrow, when Her Majesty's ship “ Victoria ” will leave this. I 
take this opportunity also of forwarding 2,500 dollars to M. Munzinger, in charge of the 
British Consulate, to defray any expenses that may arise, and 1 trust that my proceedings 
may meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

hn vp S? f* 

(Signed) * G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


No. 115. 

Captain Goodfellow to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 28.) 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Aden, November 3, 1866. 

1 HAVE the honour to report for your Lordship’s information that Her Majesty s 
steamer “ Victoria,” after leaving this on the 25th ultimo to convey Mr. Flad to Massowah, 
returned here yesterday for his luggage, and has brought a despatch and some private 
letters from Mr. Rassam and his party. 

2. The despatch to your Lordship’s address is attached, and will thoroughly explain 
the present position of the mission and the other Europeans in Abyssinia; the messengers 
that brought down these letters arrived at Massowah on the 22nd and 24t.h ultimo 
respectively, and they state that the King is still at Debra Tabor, but may possibly come 
to Tigre, in which case the objection that Mr. Flad has to travel through that province will 
be removed. Mr. Flad informs me also that he cannot now proceed via Matcmma, that 
road likewise being in the hands of the rebels; he states that if he cannot possiblv go him¬ 
self, he intends forwarding a translation of Her Majesty’s letter, with a letter from himself 
to the King, acquainting him of his own arrival and the fact of the artizans being on their 
way out; and concludes by asking my advice as to whether in the latter case, instead of 
waiting at Massowah, he might not proceed up to Suez in the “ Victoria.’’ I have informed 
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him that I consider that his quitting Massowah again so soon after his return would be 
extremely objectionable, and that if it is not actually possible for him to start very soon, eit her 
by Tigrd," or via Matemma for the interior, that he cannot do better than acquaint the King 
by letter with the fact of his return with an answer from Her Majesty the Queen ; indeed, 
when here I requested him to do this as soon as possible if he found it impiactica le to 
leave Massowah, so that no time might be lost, and that Colonel Merewether might not be 
delaved at Massowah unnecessarily, and it was with this object I persuaded him to leave 
this at once, but impressed upon him that he was on no account to leave Massowah itself 

except for the King's camp. c 

3. Her Majesty’s steamer “ Victoria” will start to-morrow for Massowah and buez, 

at which latter port she will await Colonel Merewether s arrival. 

4. Copies of all the letters just received have been forwarded for Colonel Mere- 

er’s information. I trust mv proceedings will be approved by your Lordship. 

X ll&VCg 4* 

(Signed) ’ G. R. GOODFELLOW. 


wether 


Inclosure 1 in No. 115. 


Mr. Rassam to Lord Stanley. 

My Lord, M ^ dal f\ Au V ust i 6 *'?? 6 * 

I REGRET to inform your Lordship that since the middle ot last month, both my 

companions, Dr. Blane and Mr. Prideaux, and myself, have been chained on the feet by 

order of the Emperor, on the pretence that Her Majesty’s Government has an intention ol 

sending troops to make war against him. 

On the 19th ultimo I wrote and apprised you of what had taken place since my 
letter which I despatched to you at the end of May, but unfortunately the letter was 
seized by the rebels of Lasta, while the messengers were passing through Sokota. 

About the beginning of June the cholera appeared among the Royal troops, whi e we 
were at Zegav on Lake Tsana, consequently, His Majesty moved up to the mountains 
towards Debra Tabor. I had to accompany him with the whole of my party on his 

journev up. _ , , . , 

Ever since the departure of Mr. Flad for England, the Emperor has been extremelv 

kind and attentive, and on our arrival at Debra labor, on the 15th June, he took us to 

Gaffat, a distance of about three miles, and located us in comfortable houses in the 

European quarter. His Majesty actually superintended the furnishing of my room, where 

he placed his temporary throne for the sake of impressing on his people the regard le 

entertained for me. We thought we were going to be allowed to spend the rainy season 

quietly at that place, but unhappily we were soon doomed to great disappointment. Hie 

Emperor returned to Debra Tabor as soon as he saw me comfortably settled, and took up 

his quarters there. ... , , , , 

In the course of the ensuing week, he paid me two visits in my house, and he always 

spoke in gratifying terms of the respect and regard he entertained for oui Queen and 

her Government, and of the esteem in which he held me. 

On the 25th idem I was summoned to appear before His Majesty, and 1 was asked 

to take with me the missionaries and anv other gentlemen who were with me. I accord¬ 
ingly repaired to Debra Tabor, and took with me Dr. Blane, Mr. Prideaux. Consul Cameron, 
and Messrs. Stern, Rosenthal, and Kerans. All the Emperor’s European artisans accom¬ 
panied us thither, as thev also had received orders to go. 

On arriving at the Court, we were ushered into the Royal black tent, and no sooner 

did we sit down, than the European artisans were summoned by His Majesty, and sent 
back, accompanied bv four Abyssinian Chiefs, with a message for me, to the effect that 
the Emperor had heard that a railroad had been laid down between Egypt and Kassala, 
for the purpose of transporting British, French, and Turkish troops thereon, for the pur¬ 
pose of invading Abyssinia. 1 assured His Majesty that there could be no foundation for 
this rumour, as when 1 passed through Kassala, nine months before, even the idea ot 

laving a railroad was not even known there. T . 

Another message was then sent to me that the Emperor had heard from Jerusalem, 

that I had been sentto him by Her Majesty's Government on false pretences, for the pur¬ 
pose of obtaining the release of the European prisoners, and after we were safe out of the 
country, ray Government would avenge the insult offered to it by the imprisonment ot the 
Consul. This report I did my best to prove a mischievous calumny, and I said that 1 felt 
confident that the people who sent that false report, did so lor the sake ot creating discord 
between England and Abyssinia. After this, he began to reiterate his grievances against 
Mr. Rosenthal and Captain Cameron, and ultimately began to send complimentary 
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messages, saying that with regard to myself he entertained the highest confidence in me, 
and that he did not hold me responsible for the actions of my Government, but, said he, 
as he had heard of the hostile designs of my Government, he felt himself bound to watch 
my movements; and that in future l must live near him. I was told then to remain in 
the black tent, and he sent and fetched our luggage from Gaffat. 

Afterwards I obtained permission for Dr. Blane and Mr. Rosenthal to return to Gaflat, 
the former for the purpose of attending a patient who was dangerously ill, and the latter 
for the sake of joining his wife. Soon after that I was granted a little liberty, as I was 
allowed to go down to Gaffat to pay some visits, and I was told by His Majesty that he 
wished me to make myself happy, and to go out whenever I felt inclined. 

On the 3rd ultimo the Emperor went down to Gaffat to see one of his factories which 
was reported to have fallen down. Soon afterwards he returned, and sent to me to say 
he wished to speak to me ; as he also directed that the persons who were living with me 
in the tent should accompany me, I took with me Consul Cameron, and Messrs. Prideaux 
and Stern. On approaching the Royal presence I was surprised to find that Dr. Blane and 
Mr. Rosenthal had been arrested and brought up to Debra Tabor. His Majesty seemed 
very much displeased, and began by opening his old grievance against Captain Cameron 
and' Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal, and he tried very much to make my Government a party 
to the writings against him bv the two latter gentlemen. He then proceeded to talk about 

O O J ^ 1 

matters which do not concern either my Government or myself. 

We were then all ordered to be taken to a dark room in the Court adjoining his 


residence, and to be guarded strictly. 

After sunset His Majesty began to send me civil messages, and desired me not to give 
myself up to melancholy, as he had great friendly feelings towards me. I then deemed it 
my duty to speak to him plainly upon the injudicious course which he was pursuing 
towards* me, who had come to him with a friendly letter from the British Queen. That 
his treatment of r, e was contrary to the friendly sentiments entertained by my Government 
towards him, and to the sincerity which I had always displayed. 

Soon afterwards he came himself to pay me a visit, and he brought with him some 
wine and spirits for the sake of drinking to our healths. He said to me that he hoped 1 
did not mind seeing him angrv that afternoon, that I should look to his heart and not to 
his face, because he esteemed me as much as ever, and as Christians we ought always to 
be ready to forgive each other. He said that he had an object in what he had done that 
day, but towards me he was always the same. 

I remained in the dark room with my party two days, and on the 5th we accompanied 
His Majesty eastward, as he had to start with his whole army towards this place. On the 
third day we reached Aibunkub, a distance of about thirty miles from Debra Tabor. His 
Majesty was as usual very kind and attentive, but although we travelled with him, and 
encamped near him, we were strictly guarded. 

On the 9th he sent us on to Magdala, on the plea that he wished to place us in a safe 
quarter for the rainy season, as he intended to march against the rebels, and did not like to 
leave us in any insecure place on account of the disturbance in different parts of the 
country. We reached this place on the 12th ultimo, after a march of four days, and the 
whole time we were strictly guarded. Here we were all placed in one room, and our 
servants were located in another adjoining ours. We were told that this house belongs to 
Ras Engeda. the chief Minister. 

On the 16th idem the Chiefs of Magdala came to us with a number of chains, and 
said that as the Emperor had not sent definite orders as to the mode of our imprisonment, 
they were obliged to be on the safe side by putting our tect in fetters, and so they began 
to chain mv party in the following order, Mr. Kerans, Mr. Stern, Mr. Rosenthal, David 
Pietro, Consul Cameron, Mr. Prideaux, and Dr. Blane. A ring of my fetters having broken 
while they were trying to rivet them, I was not chained till the following day. The Chiefs 
assured me the chains were not a sign of ill-will, as they were certain their master was my 
friend, and hoped that before many days were over, everything would be all right again. 
His Majesty had ordered that all my servants, and those of Dr. Blane and Mr. Prideaux, 
should be allowed to come up to the fortress, but that the rest of the prisoners, including 
Consul Cameron, should be allowed only one female domestic each, in accordance with the 
prison discipline of Magdala. Some bread and a little mead was only allowed to be 
supplied to us three. 

His Majesty had also written to the Magdala authorities, ordering them to be very 
civil to me, ar.d had said that, although he lmd sent me as a prisoner here, 1 was still his 
friend ; indeed, the Chief's have done all in their power to make us comfortable. Since we 
were chained, they gave me a room to myself furnished with Royal carpets, and one to 
Dr. Blane and Mr. Prideaux. Consul Cameron and Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal retain 
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the room in which we were first located, and Messrs. Kerans and Pietro live with our 
Indian tenants in the same apartment. 

On the 9th instant I received a friendly letter from the Emperor, asking after my 
health, and that of Dr. Blane and Mr. Prideaux, to which I had to send him a similar 
answer. 

I have heard from Gaffat that a few days ago, His Majesty made a long speech before 
his European artisans and others, in which he affirmed his great friendship and esteem for 
me, but he said for the sake of my Government he had put me in chains, because he had 
heard from the sea-coast that they had hostile intentions towards him. 

Everybody in this country is at a loss what to make of the extraordinary conduct of 
the Emperor, because, on the one hand, he professes such great friendship towards my 
Government and myself, and on the other, he seems to believe any story trumped up by 
evil-disposed persons, who do it for the sake of creating a breach between him and the 
British Government; and, while declaring himself my best friend, he places me in chains. 

He keeps us in this country against the advice of all his best councillors. When he 
appealed to the opinion of his chief nobles, they all, without any exception, advised him 
to allow us to return to our country, and that he should place implicit confidence 
in me. 

Dr. Beke, who professes to know the rules and habits of the country, ought not to 
have come out until he knew that I would not be received, bearing as I w r as, Her Majesty’s 
gracious letter. His coming, and his abrupt departure, have done no good to the prisoners 
in whose behalf he had come. 

Messrs. Rosenthal and McKelvey were allowed to remain at Gaffat, the former on 
account of the difficulty of travelling to this place during the rainy season, and the latter 
on account of being laid up by sickness before our departure. Mr. Kerans and McKelvey 
had previously volunteered their services to His Majesty ; those of the former have been 
rejected, but the latter’s have been accepted. Messrs. Bardel, Makerer, Staiger, Brandeis, 
Essler, and Schiller, have also entered the Emperor’s service. 

As I have been in want of money for current expenses, I have been compelled to 
draw upon your Lordship for 1,000 German crowns, and I trust that you will pardon me 
for having taken the liberty, on account of the difficult position I am placed in. I fear it 
will not be an easv matter for me to obtain any further funds in this country. 

_ ^ V » 

Thank God, we are all well, and trying to make ourselves as comfortable as possible 
under the present trying circumstances. 

1 should feel obliged by your Lordship informing the families of my fellow-prisoners 
of their well-being. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 

P.S. Magdala, 17 th September, 1866.—Since the date of the above I have received 
another very polite letter from the Emperor, in which he informs me of his intended 
journey hither, and asks me not to fear but to be comforted. 

He also informs me of his success in having had a large brass gun cast at Gaffat, 
which is said to be an eighteen-pounder, and about seven feet and a half long. 

He has written again to the Magdala authorities about me. He gives them 6trict 
orders to attend to all my wants. 

He has this time honoured Captain Cameron and the Rev. Mr. Stern with his 
compliments—the first time he ever did so since mv arrival in this country. 

H. R. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 115. 

Precis of Mr. Rassarn’s letter from Magdala, dated August 26, 1866 


that Her 


HE, Dr. Blane, and Mr. Prideaux have had their feet chained on pretence 
Majesty’s Government mean to send troops to make war on Emperor. 

Letter sent July 19 intercepted by rebels. 

About beginning of June the King removed towards Debra Tabor in consequence of 
appearance of cholera, and took them with him. 

After Mr. Flad’s departure he was very kind, he took them to Gaffat, looked alter 
their being lodged, and returned to Debra Tabor, from whence he paid them visits. 

On the 25th of June he summoned them all to Debra Tabor, and sent the European 
artisans in his employ and four Chiefs to say that he heard a railroad had been laid down 
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between Egypt and Kassala to transport the British and Turkish troops for invasion of 
Abyssinia. Rassam assured him it was untrue. Emperor also sent a message that he 
heard from Jerusalem that R. was sent on false pretences, and that when prisoners were 
delivered, measures of retaliation would be taken. This Rassam denied. Finally, His 
Majesty said he had the highest confidence in Rassam, but must keep guard over him on 
account of intentions of British Government. 

Dr. Blane and Mr. Rosenthal, and afterwards Rassam, were allowed to return to 
GafFat, the latter only temporarily. 

Rassam, Prideaux, Cameron, and Stern summoned by Emperor, July 3; found Stern 
and Rosenthal also there; His Majesty alluded to old grievances against Cameron, Stern, 
and Rosenthal, and they were confined in a dark room. The Emperor then began to send 
civil messages. Rassam remonstrated as to his detention. His Majesty came and 
apologized for his behaviour. They remained in dark room two days and then accom¬ 
panied His Majesty eastward, kindly treated, but strictly guarded. 

On the 9th July they were sent to Magdala on the plea that they must be placed in a 
safe quarter during tire rainy season while His Majesty marched against the rebels. 

On the 16th the Chiefs of Magdala came and said that they had no definite orders 
and must chain their feet for safety. Only provisions allowed to himself. Dr. Blane, and 
Prideaux were some bread and a little mead. 

The King has ordered the authorities to be civil because Mr. Rassam is still his friend. 

On the 9th August received civil letter from His Majesty. 

King made a long speech a few days ago to artisans, professing esteem for Rassam, 
saying he had detained him because he heard the Government had hostile intentions. 

The rest of the country and His Majesty’s best councillors are against their detention. 

Dr. Beke’s conduct and his abrupt departure did much harm. 

Has drawn for 1,000 German crowns. 

P.S.— September 17. Has received another polite letter from the King, who has 
succeeded in casting a brass gun. His Majesty has again written to Magdala authorities 
to be attentive, and has for the first time since R.’s arrival sent his compliments to Captain 
Cameron and Mr. Stern. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 115. 

Mr. Cameron to Mr. Hammond. 

Dear Sir, Magdala, August 20, 1866. 

YOU will have received my letter from Zeggie. 

At that time I had hopes that we would be left in quiet until the answer arrived to 
the King’s letter, forwarded by Mr. Flad. 

The King has, however, now picked a quarrel with Mr. Rassam and his people on 
the ground of information he states himself to have received to the effect that England 
intends to attack him. 

We all had some rough scenes with him, and expected chains every moment, after 
his first scene with Mr. Rassam in regard to the report which he says has been conveyed 
to him about the intentions of England. 

Argument is useless with him. He openly laid claims to all the territories of Turkey, 
and pressed Mr. Rassam to give an opinion in favour of his right. 

We are now kept as capital, in order to extort whatever he may want by bullving us. 
We were sent up here on the 12th July and chained on the 16th of that month. 

We have foot-chains only this time, but are strictly watched and regularly guarded 
by night and day. 

Even correspondence is difficult, as orders have been given to chain us hand and foot, 
if we are caught writing. 

Nothing but an energetic movement into the heart of the country, for the express 
purpose of rescuing us, can get us out. 

Further concessions will only lead to further unreasonable demands. 

The King says openly that he expects another Embassy. | 

Nothing but a rapid movement without warning, be assured, will bring him to his 

senses. 

Above ail, the Government should avoid writing strongly, unless they have troops 
on the spot. 

He will only be exasperated, and perhaps deal summarily with us all. 


Ill 


He has received so many strong letters from Egypt that he has no further faith in 
pieces of paper, and the protest of the French Consul, which was rather a rough one, has 
done more harm than good, as it was not followed up. 

We are all well, thanks to the good climate of this place. 

Beg my dear friend Herstlet to excuse my not writing to him this time; I will have 
another opportunity in a few days; and ask him to be kind enough to communicate the 
fact of my being in good health to all friends and relations. 

Our party consists of Mr. Rassam, Dr. Blane, Lieutenant Prideaux, Messrs. Rosenthal, 
Sterne, and Kerens, the Italian, David Pietro, and myself. 

The two missionaries Brandeis and Steiger have at last given way and entered the 
King’s service as workmen. Macrain, Bardel, and the boy McKelvie have entered the 
King’s service at their own request, and the two hunters Essler and Schiller have, I hear, 
done the same. 

We know not ourselves what to expect. Messrs. Stern and Rosenthal were told 
that they should make up for their misdeeds, such as they are, by making themselves 
useful to him. 

They offered to do anything His Majesty required, but we have heard nothing more 
of the matter, although it may be started again at any time. 

In fact, the life and property of none of us are safe as long as the King labours under 
his present delusion—that we cannot get at him in this mountainous country—and that 
he has the power of getting everything from Europe by merely keeping and torturing us in 
this wav. 

However, while there is life there is hope, and I hope still that we will live through 
everything, and return to our own country once more. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 115. 

Mr. Rassam. to Colonel Merewether. 


My dear Colonel, Magdala, September 17, 1866. 

IT is now nearly half-a-year since I had the pleasure of hearing from you, and 1 
attributed the cause of your long silence to your expectation of my departure from 
Abyssinia, and your visit to England. You must have been sadly disappointed when you 
heard of the turn the Abyssinian affair took after the account I gave of my success in my 
letter of March last. Indeed, that happy time seemed to me too good to last; I wish I 
could write to you fully about all the matters, but my position is difficult, and I must not 
make matters worse by writing copiously the history of all that has transpired since I 
arrived in this country. Even when Mr. Flad left, I dared not communicate to you or 
to Her Majesty’s Government what had transpired. I felt convinced that through the 
veracity of that gentleman and his thorough knowledge of all that had taken place, Her 
Majesty’s Government would find out the state of affairs. 

If I live to see you again you will be more than surprised to find that through the 
foolish talk of some fools and mischief-makers, the good understanding which I had 
established between the Emperor of Abyssinia and England are destroyed. It is a 
melancholy affair altogether, and I trust that I shall have it in my power one day to write 

fully regarding it. 

My official to the Secretary of State will inform you of our condition, and I have no 
doubt that long before my communication of our disgrace reaches you, you will hear it 
from other quarters; the common saying is, evil reports travel fast. 

Between my present position, when I and all my party are strictly guarded, and the 
disturbed districts between this and Massowah, I find it very difficult to send any letters to 
the coast. However, I am now trying all kind of ways, and there is no lack of friends 
who render me assistance; indeed, even in my present unmoveable state, I am not forsaken 
not even by the King himself. He is continua ly writing to the Magdala authorities, to 
show me all the attention in their power, which they do faithfully. They visit me every 
now and then and tell me not to fear, because that their master esteems me greatly, anil 
doubt not but that everything will be right again soon. 

I am the only prisoner at Magdala whom they visit. 

The Bishop (Aboona Salama of Abyssinia), though not in chains, no one is allowed 
to go and see him ; we are not placed with the other prisoners as Cameron and his party 
were, but are allowed to live in houses near the precincts of the Palace. 

I am still in the dark as to the cause which led His Majesty to take this grave step, 
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and what he expects to benefit by it; I have spoken to him plainly upon all matters, and 
he cannot possibly believe that either Her Majesty’s Government or the British nation 
will be flattered at his extraordinary conduct towards me and my party. He still professes 
to be friendly to me and my Government. 

Dr. Beke’s foolish mission, it is believed, has done us all great mischief; it is very 
curious that no sooner did my friend receive his letter than he took it into his head to 
detain us all in this country, and ask me to send to England for artizans for him. There 
is no one in this country who approves of the steps which Beke took in the Abyssinian 
matter, and as our friend is of a suspicious character, of course he could not understand 
how, after the Great Queen of England wrote to him upon a matter private individuals 
came forward to beg of him upon their knees to grant them the same favour. Had Beke 
communicated to me before he addressed our friend in reference to his mission, I would 
have certainly advised him not to make his appearance. However, it is now no use 
talking about the past, the mischief has been done, and now we must bear. 

It is surmised that his abrupt departure has put myself and party into this fix. It 
is also believed that the false rumour which reached our friend, that I had been sent on 
false pretences by the British Government came from Massowah, some fools or mischief- 
makers, I have no doubt, are at the bottom of it. 

The second messenger who came from Beke (and who was half cracked) reported 
amongst our friend’s followers that he had heard a captain of an English steamer abuse 

the Abyssinians for having Englishmen in prison, and that he had.them 

and their Kins. 

I suppose you will wonder what object our friend has in putting us in prison—his 
conduct has puzzled every one. My own idea is, that he either desires war or trying to 
intimidate us bv forcing Her Majesty’s Government to comply with his wishes; however, 
time will show-, our friend has never been known to treat a prisoner so civilly (barring the 
chains) as he has acted towards me ; he writes to the authorities here, although I have 
imprisoned Mr. Rassam, yet he is still my friend, so you must treat him well; how appli¬ 
cable that common English phrase is, save me from my friends, to my situation, there is no 
doubt that the conduct of our friend towards me is not admired by anyone ; on the con¬ 
trary, his most faithful followers condemn his act. 

The day we were arrested at Zegay, our friend took away all our money, and since 
then he has only returned to me 1,500 dollars, consequently I have been obliged to draw 
on Her Majesty s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs for 200/. As some of the Emperor’s 
artizans here had some money to spare, and they were in want of orders on England, it 
was very lucky that I managed to obtain that sum, otherwise we might have starved. 
The rations I am allowed would scarcely feed one Indian servant; it is true that whenever 
I require anything for the mission, (that is Blane, Prideaux, and myself), the authorities 
supply it to me, but I do not think it advisable to revert to such an expedient unless I 
am compelled by want or circumstances. 

Perhaps I shall yet be able to obtain some little more cash from the European 
workmen. 

I have not heard whether any money has been sent for one to Matemma. My 
messengers whom 1 sent thither in the beginning of June last for stores have not yet 
made their appearance, because they had arrived at Debra Tabor the day after we left, and 
the King detained them with him on account of the overflow of the two rivers (Chettes 
and Bashilo), between this place and Debra Tabor. 

As the rains are nearly over, and the water in the rivers are decreasing rapidly, I 
suppose His Majesty will soon despatch the messengers with the stores. 

All the Europeans who are imprisoned with me look to me for assistance, and of 
course I have to provide them with everything necessary. 1 send by this opportunity 
copies of all the correspondence which took place between the Emperor and myself, in 
case of accident to the originals. They would show how polite His Majesty and 1 are. I 
have not had a good opportunity to have the Amharic letters translated into English, nor 
could I send any copy of them to Government, as they require a good deal of explanation, 
and I am not in a position to undertake such a task just now. Kindly keep them in your 
safe keeping until I return, or if you like you can send them to Mr. Lavard to keen 
for me. 

I would give a great deal to be able to send a full report to Government upon all 
matters, but I dared not on account of my fear of endangering the lives of all the 
Europeans in this country, 

1 fear your visit to England will detain for some time the messenger I sent with 
letters at the end of May. I am very anxious that he should return with the things l sent 
for. I like to please His Majesty, if possible. Things may yet take a good turn, but I 
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doubt it. If our friend make matters up with me before the return of Mr. Flad there may 
be some hope of patching up matters, but as I am almost certain that that gentleman 
cannot possibly succeed in his mission to Her Majesty, of course our friend will think that 
he has a good cause to detain us here. 

As I do not like to make the packet very large, for the convenience of the messengers, 
as they have to smuggle it through no end of dangers, I shall not write to anyone else by 
this opportunity, and so I shall feel obliged by your sending a copy of this letter to 
Sir W. M. Coghlan and Mr. Layard. Prideaux begs to be remembered to you and all 
other friends. He is in perfect health, and bears his misfortune better than anyone else. 
Please give my love to Goodfellow, and remember me to all other friends who inquire after 
me. Kindly send me any bit of newspaper which does not contain any abuse. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 

P.S.—I shall feel obliged by your sending for the following articles and forwarding 
them to me by Mr. Flad : one dozen flannel shirts, tw r o dozen snuft boxes, tw r o dozen 
pencils, one dozen penknives of different sizes, about 100 reels of cotton, lots of needles of 
different sizes, and common enamelled buttons. If Mr. Flad has left, kindly send them to 
M. Munzinger and ask him to send them up to me without loss of time. 

It is very important that I should keep in favour, and any little present might save 
no end of trouble. I hope that those things I sent for in May last are now on their way 
hither. 

Farewell, and do not forget me. 

H. R. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 115. . 

Dr. Blane to Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Colonel, Magdala, September 16, 1866. 

I HAVE written already twice on all that happened to us, so I must trust that one 
will reach. I might send you many pages full of all we feel and see, but qui bene ? it 
may perhaps only bring us into a scrape, and after all can do no good. 

Abyssinian prison life is a curious one: we are silent prisoners, still the friends of 
His gracious Majesty, and treated with the favour only shown to a few privileged captives. 
Want of exercise is a great privation ; it is very difficult to walk any distance with our irons. 
A ring is hammered on each leg (anything hut a pleasant operation), and three links 
passed in the rings keep the legs in close proximity to one another; the iron resting 
on the ancle is very painful, so that every morning we put some bandages above the ancle 
to avoid the friction. Still it is a nuisance, as with all care vermin do get into them. 
We have altogether a curious aspect—nothing of the Officer, the Consul, and the Reverend 
—some of us, I amongst them, without shoes or stockings (and that tor the very good 
reason that having only a pair of shoes I keep them in case (! !) we should ever go out), 
with trousers ripped on the side and buttoned so as to be able to put them on, or else 
made of a very thin Abyssinian cloth, so as to be able to pass between the rings. 
Clothes more or less worn out, with straggling beards and shaven heads, sunburnt, and 
altogether seedy looking, we have more the appearance of real criminals than of mere 
hostages. Mr. Stern is rather breaking down, he worries too much. Cameron is picking 
up wonderfully—eats like ten men and absorbs liquid in the same proportion. Mr. Rosen¬ 
thal is quite well, and Rassam is fat and well, though much older. Prideaux is well too ; 
and though I have suffered much from neuralgia. We are all getting grey, even Prideaux, 
though it does not show' much, on account of the natural light colour of his hair. 

Before coming here we used to say that a good glass of ale and a good cheroot were 
amongst the blessings of civilized life we most regretted; now we only long for a walk, 
our ambition not reaching even to a ride. 

Books, letters, and papers are what we most require. A long day without anything 
to do but read a stupid book again and again is the Magdala day ; the evening, Kassam, 
Prideaux, and myself have a game at whist; the others are too much down in the mouth, 
and kill themselves, morally at least, by brooding over their misery. As it can do no good, 
1 for one try to make myself as jolly ns possible under the circumstances, rather a difficult 

thing, but not, however, to be despaired. 

Do not forget us a few stores : some tobacco, cheroots, and anything to enliven the 
poor prisoners. 

(Signed) 


II. BLANE. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 115. 

Dr. Blane to Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Colonel, August 25, 1866. 

I INCLOSE a letter for Mrs. Blane ; read it and kindly forward it to her address. 

Who would have thought that our mission, after having been received so well, would 
have come at last to such a dreadful smash, and that in the space of a few days we would 
fall from the throne itself to dark prisons and heavy chains. Even in our unhappy cir¬ 
cumstances it is a pleasure to know that we personally have done nothing to deserve our 
fate, a fact His Majesty publicly admitted a few days ago : stating to the Europeans that 
he loved us though he chained us, and it was solely on account of the news he had received 
implying duplicity in our Government that he was obliged to deal so harshly with us. For 
the present we are as comfortable as we can be under the circumstances; if we had a 
greater command of money it would be better still; we are not much better off than 
respectable beggars at home. 

I wish the splendid food for the million, invented by your late friend in Upper Sinde, 
was in our vicinity. We have no fruits. Those little crocking prunes, though hard for 
some teeth, would be very sweet for ours, and under their influence, if applied with tact, 
would prove the safest wav of ridding us of the bile and other obstructions. Verb. sap. 
We want medicines very much, not only for ourselves, but for our native friends. As a 
rule 1 do not like to refuse any one now, it would not be prudent; and, if grateful for any¬ 
thing, the Abyssinian is sometimes so if he gets cured from old pox, or such like inveterate 
disease, which has baffled the skill of all the blacksmiths and such reputed necromancers 
of the country. We got a few lines from Munzinger two days ago; he tells us that you 
went home in May for three months. I hope you enjoyed yourself, but also for our sake 
I hope you have returned to the hot furnace of Aden. I wrote for many things, but, 
owing probably to your absence, nothing came. If possible, kindly send some comforts, 
with medicines. 

What wdl be the end of all this embroglio it is difficult to say. I see only one 
possible solution, one wav alone of living in future on terms of friendship with him and 
other African rulers. Our positions must not be in the way. Anything is better for us 
than this status quo. I firmly believe that, though there is risk, that a policy quite different 
to the one until now resorted to would be followed by the most happy results. 

(Signed) H. BLANE. 


No. 116. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received November 28.) 

(No. 89. Consular.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 14, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a despatch from the 
Acting Political Resident at Aden, with its inclosures, which has just reached me under 
flying-seal, and which contains intelligence from Mr. Rassam up to the 17th September. 

At that date Mr. Rassam and his party, as well as Consul Cameron and the other 
captives were confined, strictly guarded, and with chains on their legs, at Magdala, but 
otherwise appear to have been well treated, and are reported to be in good health. 

The King professes always the most friendly sentiments towards Mr. Rassam, but 
appears, or pretends to believe that Her Majesty’s Government have hostile intentions 
against him, and are merely waiting till the prisoners are safe out of his country, to 
commence hostilities. 

Mr. Rassam’s despatches were brought from Massowah to Aden bv Her Majesty’s 
ship ‘‘ Victoria,’’ which had conveyed Mr. Flad to that port, but your Lordship will 
perceive, from Captain Goodfellow’s despatch, that Mr. Flad anticipates Considerable 
difficulty in reaching the King’s camp, as the road from Matemma to Debra Tabor is 
reported to be in the hands of the rebels, and the date of his departure appears at present 
very uncertain. 

I imagine, however, my Lord, on Colonel Merewether’s arrival at Massowah many of 
the difficulties may be found to be surmountable. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed 1 EDWD. STANTON. 
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No. 117. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 13.) 

My Lord, Suez, December 5, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your Lordship’s information, that all the packages 
containing the presents for the King of Abyssinia, including these which were unavoid¬ 
ably detained at Southampton for a week after my departure, having arrived here, and 
been shipped on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Victoria,” I propose embarking at noon 
to-day, and leaving for Massowah. 

The “ Victoria ” brought no further intelligence of any importance, beyond what has 
already been communicated to your Lordship by my assistant, Captain Goodfellow. She 
left Massowah on the 9th ultimo. Mr. Flad was still there waiting to hear from the King 
how he was to reach the Royal camp. The King w r as at Magdala, pitched with his army 
at the foot of the mountain. Great difficulty was experienced in getting provisions there 
for so large a body, and one report said the King intended moving shortly into Tigrd, 
compelled to do so to obtain food. 

Colonel Stanton was good enough to go with me at Cairo to his Excellency Sheriff 
Pasha, the President of the Council and Minister of the Interior in the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, bv which means I have been provided with the proper letters, in case of its being 
necessary for me to proceed bv the Egyptian frontier to Matemma. 

I hope to reach Massowah about the 9th or 10th instant. 

J llclV0 Sc C • 

(Signed) ’ W. L. MEREWETHER. 


No. 118. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 13.) 

(No. 109.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 3, 1866. 

I BEG leave to forward herewith to your Lordship the original of a document that 
was presented to me a few days since by the Abbe Stella, a Jesuit priest, who has been 
residing for some years at Keren, in the country of Bogos, on the Abyssinian frontier, 
which document purports to be signed by certain Chiefs of that country, and requests 
British intervention with the Egyptian Government to secure the country of Bogos from 
the inroads of the Borka and Bal ia tribes residing within the Egyptian frontier, and further 
expressing the desire of these Chiefs that their country should be placed under the 

protection of Great Britain. 

I informed the Abbe Stella I would forward the letter which he had delivered me to 
Her Majesty’s Government, and request instructions on the subject of the contents, but 
carefully avoided giving any hope that their wishes w r ould be carried out, the more so 
as I imagine any appearance of interference on or near the Abyssinian frontier at the 
present moment might lead to grossly exaggerated reports in that country, which would 
add to the already existing difficulties in the way of the deliverance of the captives. 

T have, &c. 

(Sigued) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 118. 

Letter from Chiefs o f Bogos Country to Colonel Stanton . 

M. le Consul-General, 

QUE la lettre des gens des pays Bogos arrive & notre Seigneur le Consul-General 
d’Angleterre h Alexandrie. Comme vous portez-vous; Stes-vous en bonne saute ! 

Lfts troupes Egyptiennes de Kassala avec les gens du Barka et des Baria, nous ay ant 
ravage dans ce tems-la M. Plowden (de bonne memoire), Consul Anglais a Massowah, il 
nous aidat, en nous faisant rendre toutes les individus et les troupeaux qu on nous avait 
vole, et depuis ce tems-lci nous avons £te tranquilles. Apr£s la mort de M. Plowden arrivat 
M. le Capitaine Cameron, qui se rendit chez nous, et il nous promit qu ’il nous aurait 
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continue 1 ancienne protection. A present nous nous trouvons depuis quelque tenis sans 
protecteur, et nous vous prions, M. le Consul-General, afin que vous soyez notre pere. 
Depuis deux ans les gens du Barka et Baria, sujets Egyptiens, ils nous tracassent, ils nous 
v olent les enfants et nos tioupeaux, et nous vous prious afin que vous nous aidiez pour 
avoir nos gens et nos troupeaux voles. En outre nous cherchons, et nous aimons de tout 
notre cceur que notre pays soit. & l’Angleterre, et nous ne reconnaitrons autre maitre que 
vous. Le porteur de cette lettre il connait tres bien nos pensees et nos pays. 

(Signe) GHIORGHIS, Chef de Keren. 

BERRIK, Chef de Gioffia. 

IMER, Chef de Tantaroa. 

DERAR, Chef de Kodi. 

ADEGH, Chef d’Asirala. 

GONDER, Chef de Deghi. 

BEREK, Chef de Ferrahen. 

ALY BAUHIT, Chef de Ad-Ibrahe'. 

CLAUDISS, Chef d'Ona. 

AMHARAI, Chef de Begiuk. 

NESSUR, Chef d'Ad-Gebsua. 



No. 119. 

Lord Stanley to Colonel Stanton. 

(No. 15.) 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office, December 15, 1866. 

I HAVE to state to you, in reply to your despatch No. 109 of the 3rd instant, that 
Her Majesty's Government do not feel themselves in any way called upon to interfere in 
differences and disputes between native tribes residing respectively within the frontiers of 
Egypt and Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 120. 

Sir A. Buchanan to Lord Stanley.—(Received December 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, December 27, 1866. 

AN American here suggests that, the Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople, if applied 
to, could obtain release of Abyssinian captives. 



No. 121. 

Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons. 

(No. 157.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, December 29, 1866. 

SIR ANDREW BUCHANAN reports a suggestion made by an Armenian at 

St. Petersburgh. that the Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople, if applied to, could obtain 
the release of the Abyssinian captives. 

It would not be right to neglect this intimation, and I have therefore to instruct your 
Excellency, if any convenient opportunity occurs, to place yourself in communication with 

the Patriarch, and to enlist his good offices in favour of the captives if he is able and willing 
to be of service. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) 


STANLEY. 


No. 122. 

Captain De Dohse to Mr. Murray.—(Received January 3.) 

§j r 20, Amersham Vale Road, New Cross, January 2, 1867. 

HAVING just now read that Consul Cameron and the missionaries have, notwith¬ 
standing so many efforts, not been released yet, I address you again, requesting you to do 
me the favour of conveying to the Minister of Foreign Affairs my anxious wish that l may 
be sent to Abvssinia, for the purpose of trying by all means to effectuate the release of the 
above-mentioned English gentlemen, and to return with them immediately to England. 

I explained to Earl Russell, as you are aware, my opinion on the matter, and I repeat 
that onlv an experienced and energetic officer will succeed. RingTheodoius is a thorough 
soldier and fond of foreign affairs, therefore, a military mission, as I always said, would 
alone impose the King. "The latter is not one of the savages as people think, he is a 
Christian and possesses great ambition, like almost all monarchs in the world, especially a 
man like him risen from the ranks is generally more ambitious and proud. Having 
always lived amongst soldiers he prefers to deal with officers rather than with civilians. 
He has good advisers (foreigners), and imitates European monarchs, so that there is no 
probability that he would accept the presents sent to him. I think he will be highly 

offended with the sending of them. . T « 

Dear Sir, I beg you to assist me in my endeavours, being sure that I shall succeed 

brilliantly, having been twenty years officer, and being acquainted with Oriental life. 

It is now the fourth time I solicit this mission ; will you kindly communicate it to the 

Minister and to recommend me to him ? I would be most happy to execute that noble 

deed, which though dangerous and difficult, would just suit me. 

I think it very wrong that others have been sent, who never served this country, and 

that Lord Russell, after having given him ample explanation, founded upon experience, 
namelv, that civilians like those sent before would never succeed, always declined my 

J * 

request. 

Hoping that vou will do the best for me, I remain Sec. 

* ° ' (Signed) FREDERICK DE DOHSE. 


No. 123. 

Mr. Murray to Captain De Dohse'. 

g- Foreign Office, January 5, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
2nd instant, in which you repeat your proposal to proceed to Abyssinia, with the view of 
obtaining the release of the captives there, and I am to state to you, in reply, that his 
Lordship is unable to avail himsell ot your offer. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 124. 

Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley .—{Received January 7, 1867.) 

w t j Massowah , December 10, 1866. 

‘ y l HAVE the honour to report that the '‘Victoria " anchored here at 

morning, after a rough and tedious passage from Suez, tedious, owmg to the defective 

state of the boiler of the “Victoria.” . , ,. • i„. tpr 

M. Munzinger, Acting British Consul, immediately came on board bnnging t““ ei 
from Mr. Rassam, dated the 5lh ultimo, tins was received at Massowah on the 3rd instmit 
having been twenty-eight days on the road. A copy ot it with exp am 

SUbm K'tter W contains little intelligence beyond the good tidings of the continued perfect 
health of all. There is, however, one important point, and that is intimation of the 
receipt of Mr. Flad's first letter from London. Mr. Find then announced to the King his 
a r va in London, and the desire of Her Majesty's Government to niect the King s wishes. 
Mr. Rassam had heard of the arrival of this letter before he wrote, but no change in Ihetr 
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position appears to have followed. It remains to be seen what effect will ensue from the 
receipt of Mr. Flad's second letter, forwarded from Massowah on the 20th September, and 
his third despatch on the 31st October. Nothing had been heard of the messenger who 
carried up the former, and judging by the time Mr. Rassam’s letter of the 5th November 
took on the way, it is not likely any answer can be received to the latter for fifty-six days, 
at least, from date of despatch, or until the 26th December, I am, therefore, causing the 
machinery, &c. to be landed and placed in the British Consulate, and to-morrow will 
proceed on to Aden to procure some stores which are reqnired, and to enable me to send 
on this despatch. I shall return in the “ Victoria” to Massowah in time to receive the 
expected communication from the King. Mr. Flad is still at Massowah waiting the King’s 
instructions ; should these chance to arrive during my absence, and he be summoned by the 
King to Tisxi, 1 have directed him to proceed at once without waiting for my coming. I 
take Mr, Talbot and the artisans with me to Aden. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure in No. 124. 

Mr. Rassam to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether. 

My dear Colonel, Magdala, November 5, 1866. 

YOUR welcome epistles of the 22nd November, 11th Febrnary, 20th March, and the 
13th April, only reached me a few days ago from Matemma, for which I return you mv 
best thanks. 

We have not heard from Massowah since the arrival of Mr. Flad there at the end of 
May,* and the other day, when a messenger brought a note from Mr. Flad reporting his 
arrival in London, M. Munzinger sent me only a few lines by him acknowledging a letter 
I had sent; he sent neither a newspaper nor a word of any interesting news. In our 
present sad position such a neglect adds to one’s misery, as we feel that even our agent at 
Massowah seems to forget us. I wonder what harm he can find in sending us, every 
now and then, an overland mail which may not contain some obnoxious articles about 
Abyssinia. 

Thanks to Mr. Flad, who has actually sent us news from London; and the only 
newspapers we have received since our arrival in Abyssinia were sent up by Mr. Flad 
when he reached Massowah. 

I have written over and over again to M. Munzinger, asking him to send me some 
money, but I cannot get an answer. Not a dollar has arrived for us at Matemma ; and if 
it had not been for the King’s artizans, who spared us some of their allowances, we should 
have actually starved. I have a great number of people who are dependent on me, and, 
moreover, in our difficult position I have to be liberal. 

The messenger I had sent down to Massowah at the end of May, asking for some 
things for the Emperor, has not been heard of since then, and I cannot make out what has 

* I inquired about this, and found it was no fault of INI. Munzinger’s, He repeatedly sent up messengers, 
as shown below, but some would appear to have been stopped by the rebels ; others never to have been heard of 
since; and some I have no doubt were secretly stopped by the people about the Emperor. When Mr. Rassam 
was supposed to be on his way down country, letters and papers were forwarded on the 29th April, and a^ain 

about 14th May to meet him at Kassala. After Mr. Flad’s arrival at Massowah, the following were sent:_ 

July 22, letters and newspapers, via Soudan ; July 26, letters and eleven cases of stores were sent to Matemma, 
but were kept for two months at Kassala on account of the rainy season ; M. Munzinger’s servant then went up and 
conveyed them on to Matemma, taking at the same time some money. Intelligence has been received of these letters, 
stores, &c., having been taken on to Magdala; it would appear from Mr. Rassam’s present letter of November 5 
to ha\e arrived—letters certainly. August 18, a letter, newspapers, and 300 dollars sent via Gondar. This man, 
a very trusty one, was unfortunately caught bv the rebels and stopped. August 18, another messenger was 
despatched with only two letters, one to Mr. Rassam, the other to the King, with inclosure to Mrs. Flad from 
Mr. Flad. I his man’s arrival is acknowledged by Mr. Rassam on the 5th November as having come the “other 
day.” August 27. letter to Mr. Rassam sent to Matemma, care of Mr. Eipperle, with 1,000 dollars, thirteen cases 
containing clothes and stores. September 20, letter from Mr. Flad to Emperor, written from London, with 
one for Mrs. Flad j aLo letters from Aden for Mr. Rassam and others, and two home newspapers sent by 
M. Munzinger. October 26, letter to Mr. Rassam, also some frem Aden sent by a boy direct bv Lasta (vide map) ; 
duplicate of letters sent by another boy via Gondar. Three newspapers, 200 dollars, some articles for the bishop, 
and list of all letters despatched from Massowah since June. October 31, Mr. Flad’s letter despatched to the 
King, with others to his friends at Gaflat. November 11, newspapers sent via Lasta to Mr. Rassam, but no letters. 
December 5, loiters for Mr. Rassain and all his party sent in one packet, no newspapers, but some clothes for 
Messrs. Rassam, RIane, and Prideaux. 

In a letter dated August 15 Mr. Rassain had told M. Munzinger not to send anv letters up country. 
SI. Munzinger however persevered, and did his best to maintain communication. The disturbed state of the 
country, and the peculiar position of Mr. Rassam, is rendered thus very difficult.— W. L. Mekbwbthgii. 
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happened to him. His Majesty still continues his friendly communications with me; and 
no messengers who come here from him are sent without a civil message. He is still at 
Debra Tabor, and it is not yet known when he will join us. Mrs. Rosenthal he has not 
allowed to join her husband, but made her remain with Mrs. Flad at Gaffat, on the 
pretence of the road between that place and this being in an unsafe state. His Majesty 
still speaks in flattering terms of me, and calls me his true friend; nevertheless he still 
keeps me and my party in chains. How affectionate he is ! Some of my party think that 
His Majesty never intended to let us depart, as he promised to do; but 1 think otherwise. 

I believe the report of Dr. Beke’s coming up made our friend suspicious, and I hope 
that one of these days I shall be able to prove to you my opinion. I only wished that he 
had listened to you when you advised him to wait and see how I had succeeded with my 
mission ; it might have avoided these complications. It is also premised that we shall 
never be allowed to leave the country without coercive measures. About this I do not 
like to give any opinion. I leave it to Her Majesty’s Government to do what they think 
proper. 

A few days ago I sent you copies of my correspondence with His Majesty in English 
and Amharic, and by this opportunity I send you translations of the latter and an epitome 
of my account current since my departure from Massowah to the end of last September. 
The reason I have taken this step is, as I do not know what any day may bring forth and 
we might lose everything; the reason I have not sent them to you in an official form, 
because I could not do so without writing a long report with them, which would be unwise 
for me to do under the present circumstances. Kindly keep the whole in your safe 
keeping until I leave Abyssinia, or the necessary time. 

The roads between this and the coast are so much disturbed now that I fear the 
budget I am now sending will never reach its destination. Remember me kindly to all 
friends who inquire after me. I am glad to say Blane and Prideaux are keeping up their 
spirits, and we are all enjoying perfect health under our present misfortunes. 

Happily, we three are still in favour with the Emperor, and he cannot find any cause 
to complain of me. Although he still keeps me in chains yet he constantly mentions me 
before his nobles and European servants in flattering terms, and he keeps up his usual 
friendly correspondence with me. 

This place is extremely healthy, otherwise some of us might have suffered from want 
of exercise. Our imprisonment is quite different from that of Cameron and his party 
before 1 came. They were imprisoned in the common jail with more than 200 prisoners, 
and had to sleep together strictly watched, and only each was allowed a female servant. 
Now we are treated like State prisoners, and we three are allowed all our servants, and 
have separate rooms in one compound adjoining the Royal residence. His Majesty wrote 
several times to the Chiefs here to be very kind to me and to show me great civility, 
consequently, they have all been very attentive, and pay me friendly visits often. We 
three have also been ordered rations, but the rest, who are still in disiavour, were 
disallowed everything excepting our company and the succour l am able to render them. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


No. 125. 


Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received February 12.; 


(No. 9. Consular.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 1, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a despatch from 
Colonel Merewether, dated Massowah, 15th January, which has just reached me, under 
flying seal, and which contains intelligence from Mr. Rassam, dated 12th December, just 
received at that port. 

The position of the captives does not appear to have improved, and the intelligence is 
far from being satisfactory. The Emperor Theodore is, judging from these accounts, last 

losing ground and the position of the rebels improving. 

The messengers sent by Mr. Flad to inform the Emperor of his return do not appear 

to have been able to reach his capital, and the communication with the coast has become 
more difficult than ever; the road from Matemma is no longer open, and Mr. Had still 
remains at Massowah awaiting a reply to his communication, nor lias Colonel Merewether 
been able to send on the party of engineers that accompanied him from England. 

Colonel Merewether proposes to return again shortly to Massowah in the hope ol 
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obtaining later intelligence from Mr. Rassam, but I fear, my Lord, the situation is not 
likely to improve as long as Mr. Flad remains on the coast, or until some measures are 
taken by Her Majesty’s Government to convince the Emperor that force will be employed 
against him should any further delay occur in complying with the demand for the release 
of the captives. 

(Signed) ’ EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 125. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Merew ether to Lord Stanley. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Massoiuah, January 15, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I returned to this from Aden on the 30th ultimo : 
no messengers had arrived from the King or Mr. Rassam during my absence, nor had any 
fresh intelligence been received. 

2. As it was advisable Mr. Talbot and his party should learn and practise something 
of camp life before starting for up-country, I landed and established them at Moncooloo in 
tents, which 1 had brought with me from Aden. Moncooloo is on the mainland, about 
four miles from the anchorage, and where most of the merchants ot Massovvah resort to at 
night; for though inland a little it is cooler even in the hottest season. Mr. Talbot and the 
workmen have resided there since in an enclosure where is a building dignified with the 
name of British Consulate, but it is nothing more than a rude barn made of small wood, 
dried shrubs and matting. Wretched as it is, it is still, I believe, what is commonly used 
in Abyssinia ; so after causing a few repairs to be made to it, I gave it over to them to use, 
as well as the tents. The hut was surrounded by a thick grove of parkinsonia, planted I 
believe by Mr. Walker, once Vice-Consul; the greater part I caused to be cut down, to make 
the place cleaner and more healthy. 

3. While waiting for intelligence I employed the time in making excursions in the 
neighbourhood to see places and obtain information about the country. 

4. The first spot visited was Ailat, twenty-seven mil s nearly due west of Massowah. 

The road, a mere cattle track, is chiefly along the dry beds of water-courses, or over low 

hills, occasionally on bits of level plain; with the exception of three places, where gorges 

have to be ascended or descended, there is no part of the road over which artillery would 

not drive with ease, and the three exceptions might very soon be made passable by sappers. 

The first is short, only about ^00 yards, but steep, having a direct rise of eighty ieet in 

that distance; it could be zigzagged. The second is much longer, being one mile and a half, 

but has only a rise of about 400 feet, and were it not for its narrowness, and being clogged 

with boulders, would be easy enough. There is plenty of earth and bushes on either side 

to afford material for a road which would stand well until heavy rain washed it away, and 

¥ • 

a heavy fall is not of frequent occurrence. The highest point crossed was found to be 
only 989 feet above the level of the sea; there is a gradual rise the whole way. From this 
highest point, the road descends 200 feet on to the plain of Ailat. At seventeen miles from 
Massowah, thirteen from Moncooloo, there is a spring of good water always running; but 
any quantity of water may be obtained by digging a few feet in the sandy beds ot the 
watercourses. 

5. Ailat is a fine plain, at the foot of the mountains bordering Abyssinia, twelve miles 
long from north to south, by five broad, covered at this season of the year with rich 
verdure, owing to showers falling once in the twenty-four hours. It gets some also of the 
summer rains, so that it is well off in this respect; any quantity of water may be obtained 
by sinking wells. The whole plain might be cultivated to great advantage with cotton, 
wheat, maize, jowaree, See., were there a good Government to arrange for the cultivators, 
but the place is unfortunate in this respect; it pays a small tribute to the Egyptian 
Government for the nominal protection afforded by ten soldiers, and the justice they are 
supposed to have administered to them by the Governor of Massowah, while they also pay 
a grazing fee to the Emperor Theodoras, because the ground is considered Abyssinian. 
The result is, the valley is poorly populated by people who live almost entirely by their 
cattle, cutivating only a yery little jowaree. The village, a scattered one, of about thirty 
grass and mat huts, is in the centre of the valley. The heat is said to be very great in 
summer. 

6. This would be an excellent place to locate a large body of cavalry on first landing, 
there being plenty of wood, water, forage, and meat; grain would be scarce at first, but it 
would so >n come in from the countries north and north-west. Besides the water to be 
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obtained by digging, there is a perennial spring on the west side of the valley, two and 
a half miles from the village. Here also are the celebrated hot springs used by the invalids 
of the country. 

7. There is a road direct from Ailat into Abyssinia, but not a good one. The best in 
this direction suitable for laden camels passes about eight miles south of Ailat, from 
which it can be joined. It starts from the same place, Moncooloo, and through the 
same sort of country as the road to Ailat; but is less difficult, both in the first part and 
after entering the mountains. Water is more plentiful on it, and is found at the following 
places, eight to ten miles apart, Zagu, Yamgous, AmbaTokan, Bamba, Ayderess, Kiagnor; 
Kiagnor is only sixty miles from Moncooloo, and once there, you are on the plateau of 
Hamozeyn, in Abyssinia. From Kiagnor to Gootofellassee (Koodoofelassy in the map) is 
only thirty miles of fair road. Gootofellassee is a very healthy place, dry, and not feverish ; 
it is where several roads converge, supplies naturally come to, and could be easily reached 
from the coast, in nine marches, by an advanced force. From Gootofellassee to Adowa is 
under fifty miles; the Mareb has to be crossed about midway, but there is no difficulty 
whatever in the dry, cold season, the depth of the water then being only a few inches. 
From Adowa any road could be taken as required ; but though it is a larger place than 
Gootofellassee and the capital of Tigre, the latter is the best place for first rendezvous, 
being most healthy. 

8. I proceeded down Annesley Bay to the bottom, and, landing at different places, 
inquired quietly, through M. Munzinser, about the different roads from that neighbourhood. 
There are two, one to Halai, taken by Dr. Beke last year, and which is not a good one for 
laden camels, the other the old Greek caravan road, from Adoolis to Tenafee; this last has 
not been frequented of late years, and is overgrown with jungle, but it was much used 
when Adoolis was a Greek Colony, and I cannot help thinking will, on further inquiry, 
prove as good as any, at any rate well worth examination hereafter should entrance into 
Abyssinia become necessary. The country on the western side of Annesley Bay is richly 
green now, in consequence of the constant rain, and the plains are covered with herds of 
cattle trom all parts. Wild elephants were found close to the sea-shore at the bottom of 
the bay, feeding quietly in the plain. There is a party of 200 Egyptian troops here, 
protecting the Customs levied on the salt brought from an extensive salt-plain, about 
twenty miles to the south. 

9. There are three other routes into Abyssinia, which formerly were regularly used 
by caravans, but lately have not been much so: one from Amphilla Bay, direct to Adowa; 
another from Ead to Sokota; and the third from Tasjourra, by Lake Haik, to Besjemeder. 
This last is the most direct to where the Emperor now is confined to; but, from ail 1 have 
been able to learn, there are great difficulties on the score of water, none but very brackish 
being procurable. Further particulars about these will be gathered as soon as possible. 

10. I returned from Annesley Bay yesterday, and found that messengers had arrived 
from Mr. Rassam the afternoon before. Mr. Rassam’s letter bears date the 12th of 
December, and, strange to say, up to that time he was still without any intelligence from 
Massowah, as before shown. Messengers had been repeatedly dispatched by M. Mun- 
zinger, and in most instances the very same who had brought packets from Mr. Rassam. 
None of these have succeeded in reaching their destination, and I have only authentic 
intelligence of one having been seized, plundered, and imprisoned by the rebels. I can 
only conclude, therefore, that the men find it more difficult to choose a safe passage back, 
and are still hanging about in safe spots, waiting for an opportunity to get through the 
country held by the rebels. This would be the last part of their journey going back, and 
they probably would not be able to get such good information so quickly as they had at 
starting on their downward journey, when they had been living for some time in the 
immediate vicinity of the rebels, and could shape their course accordingly. The Emperor 
only hoids Begemeder now, and is surrounded on all sides by rebels. The messengers 
dispatched by Mr. Flad, on the 31st October, do not appear to have been able to reach 
either. Adowa and a portion of Tigre in its neighbourhood is still held by one of the 
Emperor's partisans. A party of merchants, who passed through it on their way from 
Gondar to the coast, and who reached Massowah on the 5th January, said they had heard 
at Adowa the report of Mr. Flad’s return from England, and also that messengers from 
the English were waiting at Adowa, unable to proceed further; among these last will 
probably be one of the two parties sent by Mr. Flad, with his letter to the King. 

11. Mr. Rassam writes :— 

“ Although the Emperor has not written to me for some time, yet he lias not 
forgotten me altogether; he still sends me civil messages whenever any messenger comes 
here from his camp; he still calls me his friend. Nothing has been heard of Flad since 
the letter he wrote to his wife from London, in July last. It may be that when he arrived 
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at Massowah, and heard of our imprisonment, he was obliged to change his tactics. 
Thank God, we are all well, and trying to make ourselves happy under our present 
trying position. Abyssinia, on the whole, is a very healthy country, and the place 
where we are located now is one of the best spots in the country ; we may say we have 
no other season but spring during the whole year. The nights are always cold, and fire 
is never an unpleasant object in the room, and a person may wear warm clothing all the 
year round, and may have nothing but Indian summer clothing, and yet he will not feel 
the worse lor it. The mercury just goes down low enough to make the water very cold, 
but it does not freeze. In case we have to spend another rainy season in this country, 
kindly send us as soon as possible a great quantity of vegetable seeds, in order that we 
might have some nice gardens cultivated. Send us of every variety, that we may see what 
would grow best in this country. Please send some flower-seeds too, in order that we 
might have sweet odour as well as nice eatables. In this countrv nothin" is obtainable 

w 4. _ * w QJ 

save meat and grain, and thanks to the Europeans at Gaffat we have abundance of potatoes. 
This most useful vegetable has been introduced by them, and grows very well in this climate. 
As I am allowed to have my Indian servants with me, we manage to live comfortably, and 
are not obliged to revert to Abyssinian food, which Cameron and his party had to put up 
with before I came to this country. With the exception of our arms, which His Majesty 
has dispossessed us of (for fear of our committing suicide!), we have all our things with 
us, and consequently we are able to eat in the European style. With all the misery I 
have suffered in this country, I cannot but say that the Abyssinians are an extremely kind 
and civil race, and are not cruel generally to foreigners, as other uncivilized people are. 
They make very good servants, and have a most estimable point of not deserting a master 
in the most adverse time. There are here about 400 prisoners, most of whom are confined 
for political purposes, some of whom are the greatest men in the country. Amongst the 
latter are the son of Sahela Selassie, the late King of Shoa, sons of Dejag Oubie, the late 
Ruler of Tigre, and some relations of the late Ras Ali. The Metropolitan of Abyssinia is 
still confined, and is as strictly guarded as we are, barring the chains. The Chief of the 
Abyssinian monks is also confined, but he has more liberty than the Bishop. The latter 
has been very kind, and as the head of the Abyssinian Church he can always render 
assistance, excepting with the Sovereign of the country. We are confined in the Chief 
Minister’s house, adjoining the Royal residence, on the north-eastern side of the mountain ; 
and the rest of the prisoners, natives, are kept in the common gaol, on the opposite side. 
This mountain is situated in the Walloo Galla country, about one mile in circumference. 
It is almost perpendicular on all sides, excepting the north-western point, which is connected 
to another eminence about a quarter of a mile distant. When we were brought here we were 
brought this way, but I am told that there is an easier road on the northern side, leading 
to another entrance to the fortress. We have a garrison of 1,600 fighting men, 600 of 
whom are musqueteers ; the rest are shield and sword-bearers. All the families of the 
soldiers live up here, and there are water-springs on the top, which yield sufficient water 
for the general purposes of all the people. There are also a great number of cannon, but 
there is no one to work them properly. His Majesty is still busy casting guns at Gaffat, 
but they are so big it is expected they never could be moved for any use in the field, to 
say nothing of the difficult mountain-roads. We could not be further from the coast than 
we are now. It would take the best messenger at least twenty days to reach the sea, and 
he has to pass through rebel country soon after he leaves this place. 1 believe the distance 
is almost the same as it is between the coast and this viil Gondar. If I send through the 
latter route, the messenger has to pass first the Royal Camp at Debra Tabor, then through 
the capital, which is in the hands of the rebels of Walkait, then through Tigre, which is 
mainly in the hands of the rebels of Lasta, and then through Hamozeyn, which is still 
faithful to the Emperor. But if I sent through Lasta, the messenger has only to pass 
through the rebels, under the Chief of that district, who is said to rule as far as Halai, 
where Dr. Beke was imprisoned for a few days. We are determined not to give way to 
melancholy, but bear every calamity with fortitude, and we will try to make ourselves as 
happy as possible. With this general anarchy no* knowing what any day may bring 
forth.” 

12. Dr. Blane also sends me a very interesting description of Magdala and their life, 
which 1 append for your Lordship’s information. The messengers, three servants of 
Mr. Rassam, who brought these letters, leave again this evening on their return, taking 
with them letters, newspapers, a small stock of medicines, a few light useful things, and 
100 dollars each. They w'ill go by Lasta the same way that they came, and will, I hope, be 
successful in reaching Magdala. They expect to be from three weeks to a month on the 
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journey, as they will have to proceed very carefully. Some servants of the Aboona will 
be leaving in a few days with stores for their master, which I procured for him at Aden. 
With these stores newspapers, medicines, and more money will be sent for Mr. Rassam 
and his party. If all the messengers dispatched could only have reached, the captives 
would have been very well off. There are stores, a large supply, and 3,000 dollars, at 
Matemma; 2,000 of the latter left by Mr. Flad on his way to the coast in June last, 
while stores, and other 1,000 dollars, have been sent to Magdala by Lasta, Adowa, and 
Gondar, at different periods since August last. Of these one messenger only has, we 
heard, been intercepted, plundered, and imprisoned by the rebels in Lasta. 

13. From what Mr. Rassam writes, and from all I have been able to gather from 
merchants and others during my stay in Massowah and its neighbourhood, it is clear that 
the Emperor’s position is becoming most desperate, that his power is rapidly diminishing, 
and that unless he can manage tc make some brilliant stroke worthy of his earlier career, 
his rule will come to an end within the next few month. Of country in,which he can say 
his authority exists at all, the small province of Begemeder and the little district of 
Hamozeyn remain, and the inhabitants of the former are only kept in awe by his actual 
presence among them. In the beginning of December he made a sudden descent on 
Gondar, caught a few insignificant rebels, and caused all the churches there to be burnt; 
but he did not dare to remain, and returned immediately to Gaffat, which he proclaimed 
by herald, should be his future capital. Since then he has been attending only to the 
casting of guns, which can be of no use to him, while his troops are almost daily deserting 
him. Last March Mr. Rassam accompanied the King, and saw his army to consist of 
80,000 men; now he has not 15,000 with him. Shoa, under Mainlek (the grandson of 
Sahela Selassie) who escaped from confinement at Magdala about fifteen months ago, has 
established its independence, and Mainlek is half inclined to move against Theodore. 
Tadela Goorgul in Gojam can now hold his own, defies the King, and has lately ravaged 
again Meder and the next district, that supplies might not go to the King. Tissoo 
Gobezie has an army of 20,000 men, holds Walkait and up to Gondar. Wakshun Gobezie 
possesses nearly all Tigre, and has a powerful army; while to the east and south in Lasta 
and the Walloo Galla country, all are in arms and hostile to the King. As long as he can 
maintain the appearance of royalty, and keep even a small army around him, there is a 
superstitious feeling attached to him which prevents any of the powerful rebels moving to 
attack him. But distress and his tyrannical procedure are fast driving his troops from 
him, his former energy seems to have left him, and it is most probable that a sudden and 
violent death will before very long terminate his career. 

14. I had instructed Mr. Flad to be ready to leave for Matemma should no letter 
from the King arrive before the 15th instant, to-day. Under the circumstances above- 
mentioned, and especially considering that Mr. Rassam has not been able to communicate 
with Matemma since August last, showing that road is also closed, I think it better 
Mr. Flad should remain here for the present at all events. Mr. Talbot and his party will 
likewise remain at Moncooloo until matters are more cleared up. I do not think it likely 
now that tfiere will be any chance of their going to Abyssinia with advantage to the cause 
on which account they came out. But to insure no reason arising for the Emperor, as 
long as he retains power, being able to say strict faith had not been kept with him, these 
people and all the presents should remain on the spot. 

15. In the event of the result mentioned in the last part of the 13th paragraph of this 
letter, there is little doubt that the rebels nearest to Magdala, and who will have the greatest 
local power, will be only too glad to assist in promoting the release and safe-conduct of 
the British captives to the coast, and under these circumstances I should at once take 
the best steps to arrange this. But as long as King Theodorus remains Sovereign of 
Abyssinia I cannot, of course, allow it to be thought possible for a moment that I or any 
other person could, on the part of the English Government, have any connection or enter 
upon any communication whatever with other than the nominal head, with whom Her 
Majesty’s Government is treating. It has been hinted to me that proposals might be 
made by people at Massowah, but I have been careful to show that no one is acknowledged 
or understood excepting King Theodore. It is possible that the hints were thrown out 
by spies from the King’s Court; but, be this as it may, to act otherwise than has been 
done would be a gross breach of faith, and which, if the King heard of, would cause most 
fatal consequences to the captives now in his power. 

16. I leave to-day for Aden, but shall return to Massowah next month, by which 

time something more should be known. 

* * i ” j I* * n »» m 'jp ^ P * |. 5 ' j * ► 

(Signed) W. L. MERE WETHER. 








124 


Inclosure 2 in No. 125. 

Dr. Blane to Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether 

My dear Colonel, Magdala, December 10, 1866. 

THERE is nothing new, except that Prideaux and myself have built a house, not 
elegant but at least comfortable compared to our former little hut. If we were free from 
our chains and allowed to roam about the mountains J would take our detention pretty 
quietly. The climate is very fine. We sometimes have the thermometer as low as 33° 
at sunrise, and during the last two months 65° has been the average at 2 p.m. in the sun; 
at that hour it varies from 95° to 102°. Magdala is one of those small plateaus common 
in Abyssinia, and all more or less called “ ambas ”—about a mile in length (north to south), 
and about half-a-mile in breadth. It is almost flat, except near the south-east extremity, 
where a few hillocks arise. Magdala is at the entrance of the Walloo Galla country, and 
separated fiom Lasta by Taleith and Wadela and other smaller districts. It is about 
fifty miles south-east of Debra Tabor, but from the River Jiddeh (about half-way) the road 
is very bad. At that point from the road to Begemeder there is an almost perpendicular 
descent of more than 3,000 feet and an ascent of the same elevation and difficulty to gain 
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the plateau which separates the Jiddeh from the Rechalo, another stream, both tributaries 
of the Nile, both almost dry from 1st October to beginning of July, but during part of 
the three rainy months both rivers are quite impassable except to a few expert swimmers. 
The plateau between the Jiddeh and Rechalo is very beautiful, a day’s march from one 
river to the other, and, I believe, of the same ascent from north to south; it is called 
Dohonte, is thickly populated, and is, for its size, one of the richest districts in Abyssinia 
in cattle and grain. It is the granary of the fort. The descent and ascent of the Rechalo 
is even worse than the Jiddeh’s; it is also about 3,000 feet, the road at some places was so 
bad that we were obliged to dismount both going down and up. From the ascent on this 
side of the Rechalo, a gradual incline of about twelve miles extends to the Magdala 
amba, and to a few other isolated mountains all about 1,000 feet above the plateau, 
seemingly detached portions of the great Galla country which extends from a few miles 
from Magdala up to the high land of Shoa. To the west, mountains arise between 
the amba and the Rechalo ; to the east, some distant ones are visible; to the south, one 
or two smaller than our amba separate us from the high Galla plateau: but, to the north, 
at about 1,500 yards from the fort, another mountain of comparatively easy access, and 
separated from the Magdala amba by a small intervening plateau called Salangini, rises 
about 100 feet higher than the Fort of Magdala. All these plateaus, as well as our 
amba, are formed of volcanic rocks, and the upper perpendicular wall courts, testing 
essentially the strength of the place, are formed of beautiful columnar basalt, but the finest 
specimen l saw was at the extremity of the Begemeder plateau at the descent of the 
Jiddeh. 

The road through Talanta to Lasta and Socata is said to be much easier than the one 
from Debra Tabor, a large portion of the intervening tract between here and the Tacazze 
being a low plain. There are three gates at Magdala; I only saw one at the northern 
extremity through which we came. The ascent through that entrance is not very difficult, 
as we did not dismount from our mules until we reached the inner gate. The entrance is 
defended by two wooden doors and a few insignificant earthworks. The garrison consists 
of about 1,000 men about half-armed with matchlocks. The whole population, including 
women, children, and prisoners, amount to about 3,000. The greater portion of the 
plateau is covered with huts; a large open space, how'ever, exists before the King’s houses, 
and another smaller one at the southern extremity near the prison. Our houses are 
inclosed in a hedge near the King’s houses, about ten in number. The Queen, daughter 
of Dejag Oubie, and her son are amongst the fair inhabitants of the King’s inclosure. 
Water is the great desideratum ; it is already getting scarce, but from February to July 
hardly any is to be obtained on the amba and must be brought from the foot of the 
mountain, and then even it is far from being abundant. Of prisoners there are about 
350 on the mountain; all except our party, the Bishop and the family of Ras Ali, who, like 
us, have special quarters and guards, are heaped together in three houses. The majority 
are imprisoned on political grounds, only about sixty are imprisoned for murder or 
manslaughter; their crime not having been satisfactorily proved, they must wait until 
further witnesses should appear either in their favour or to prove their crime. Thank 
God we have up to now been spared the horrors of that place, where hunger, dirt, and 
misery reign supreme; all the prisoners except ourselves and two or three of the other 
prisoners are chained hand and teet, and many, to this already awful torture, have large 
poles of wood fixed round their necks and are only allowed a piece of dirty cloth to cover 
their nakedness. The Bishop is not chained, only watched at night. 

(Signed) 


H. BLANE. 
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No. 126. 

Lord Lyons to Lord Stanley.—(Received March 14.) 

(No. 84.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, March 4, 1867. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 157 of the 29th December last, I 
have the honour to inclose a copy of a despatch, with which I have forwarded to Colonel 
Stanton a letter from the Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople to King Theodore, exhort¬ 
ing him to set the British captives free. I inclose also a translation of the Patriarch’s 
letter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 126. 

Lord Lyons to Colonel Stanton. 

Sir, Constantinople, March 4, 1867. 

HER Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh reported to Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs that an Armenian in that capital had suggested that the 
Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople could give useful aid towards obtaining the release 
of the British captives in Abyssinia. The Secretary of State accordingly instructed me, 
if any convenient opportunity should occur, to place myself in communication with the 
Patriarch, and to enlist his good offices in favour of the captives, if he were willing and 
able to be of service. 

I immediately acted upon this instruction, and found the Patriarch extremely willing 
to give all the assistance in his power. He suggested that the most efficacious means of 
action which he possessed would be to write a letter to King Theodore exhorting him in 
the name of religion and humanity to set the captives free. He has sent me a pastoral 
letter to this effect, in Armenian and Arabic, signed by him, and has desired that it be 
forwarded to the Patriarch of Jerusalem, who has already, he informs me, been instructed 
to have it conveyed to King Theodore by a Prelate. 

I think it prudent, how T ever, to send the letter to you in the first instance, and 
accordingly inclose it and a translation herewith. Your knowledge of all the details 
concerning the captives and of the present state of the negotiation for their release will 
enable you to determine whether or no it is advisable to make use of the letter. If you 
consider it to be advisable to use it, your best course will probably be to send it direct to 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Jerusalem, and request him to concert measures with the Arme¬ 
nian Patriarch at that place, so that it may be forwarded speedily in the mode pointed out 
by the Patriarch here. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 126. 

Boghos, Patriarch of the Armenians, to Theodore, King of Abyssinia. 

(Translation.) February 13 (o.s.), 1867. 

BOGHOS, Chief of the Bishops, and Patriarch of the Armenians who inhabit Con¬ 
stantinople and the Ottoman Dominions, sends Christian greetings to His Majesty 
Theodore, King of Abyssiuia, and offers reiterated prayers to the throne of Almighty God 
that He may grant His Majesty long life and perfect happiness, defend his noble person 
and Royal dignity for the glory and honour of the Christian religion, and continue His 

favour to him and his Royal lineage as long as the world endures. 

I would beg leave to remark, that however great may be the distance between the 
country of Abyssinia and Constantinople, yet the numerous and manifest virtues with 
which God has endowed His Majesty, and the justice and clemency of his exalted Govern¬ 
ment, added to the many virtues appertaining to the Christian religion, are well known to 
your humble servant. His Majesty’s goodness to all Christians under the shadow of his 
protection, and especially to those of our sect whose Patriarch is their spiritual shepherd, 

is also well knowm. 

I have long been seeking an opportunity of offering my prayers and homage to your 
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Majesty’s throne. I therefore now venture to forward my present petition, and avail 
myself of the opportunity to solicit the pardon and liberation of your Majesty’s slaves the 
English Consul and his companions, who have been for some time past imprisoned in 
Abyssinia, indeed, I beg leave to observe, that the said Consul and his companions have 
been for a very long period in confinement, and that they have no help or refuge save in 
the mercy and clemency of your Majesty. 

Should your Majesty be pleased to pardon them, your doing so would afford much 
gratification to the whole of our Christian community, and also great satisfaction to the 
illustrious British Government, whose efforts in the interest of Christianity are well 
known. 

In consideration of the office held by me your spiritual servant, and the remembrance 
of the saying of our Lord Jesus Christ (on whom be glory and praise), who said, “ Forgive 
those who trespass against you,” who preached forgiveness and said, “ Do good to those 
who offend you,” and for the sake also of His Mother the Virgin Mary, who teaches us to 
be compassionate, and who is the only intercessor for us all with Him, I humbly pray 
my Lord the great and merciful King to pardon and set free the said prisoners. This 
would be most gracious on the part of the Xing. 

1 also beg leave to offer, in anticipation, my thanks and obligations for the goodness 
of your Majesty’s Government, which I do not doubt will be lavished on these prisoners 
by washing away their offences, and giving to them to drink of the cup of pure forgiveness 
and freedom. 

For the sake of mercy and charity, your Majesty is supplicated to liberate the 
prisoners. My hope, and the hope of every Christian is, in the mercy and clemency of 
your Majesty. 

I offer my prayers to Almighty God that He may grant your Majesty eternal happi¬ 
ness, and keep you on your throne in glory, honour and victory. May He also cause your 
Ministers, officers, soldiers, people and subjects to attain abundant prosperity and the 
enjoyment of peace and tranquillity, as often as the new moon shines forth, and with the 
dawn of every day. 


No. 127. 

Lord Stanley to Lord Lyons. 

(No. 68.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, March 15, 1867. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 84 of the 4th instant I have to instruct your 
Excellency to convey to the Armenian Patriarch at Constantinople the thanks of Her 
Majesty’s Government for the kind manner in which he responded to your request to lend 
his assistance with the view of inducing the King of Abyssinia to set at liberty the British 
captives detained in that country. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ' STANLEY. 


No. 128. 

Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received March 15.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, Cairo , March 1, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a despatch from Colonel 
Merewether, dated Aden, 15th February, that has just reached me under flying seal, 
transmitting a letter from Mr. Rassam to your Lordship, together with copies of the 
correspondence which has passed between the Emperor Theodorus and that gentleman. 

From this communication your Lordship will perceive that Colonel Merewether has 
arrived at the conclusion that there is now little or no prospect of the release of the captives 
being effected by conciliatory measures, and that he is of opinion a threatening attitude, 
to be followed if necessary by military operations, should be assumed by Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

The arguments advanced by Colonel Merewether in support of his views deserve 
serious consideration, though it is impossible to foresee exactly what may be the result, to 
the captives themselves, of following the course proposed by him. 

The actual military operations would not, I apprehend, be attended with any great 
difficulty, provided care is taken to conciliate the inhabitants of Tigre and the other provinces 
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in rebellion against the Emperor, but the force proposed by Colonel Merewether does not 
appear to me sufficient for the purpose. The country, so far as I can ascertain, presents 
serious natural obstacles to military movements, and it would be absolutely necessary to 
occupy the passes in the mountain with a sufficient force to ensure the line of communi¬ 
cations with the sea as well as other strategic points in the country; and deduction being 
made for these necessary services, the force remaining for ulterior field operations would, I 
imagine, be too small for efficient action in the difficult country to which the Emperor would 
probably retreat. 

It also appears to me, my Lord, that the greatest caution w f ould be required in 
ascertaining the exact feelings of the inhabitants of Abyssinia on the subject of a foreign 
invasion before attempting to penetrate with a small force into the heart of so difficult a 
country. 

Colonel Merewether’s remark as to the inexpediency of an Egyptian force being 
employed as an auxiliary deserves serious consideration, as such a measure might 
undoubtedly not only prevent any assistance being rendered by the inhabitants to the 
British force, but might also rouse the whole country to resist the invasion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 128. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley. 

Mv Lord, Aden, February 15, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a letter from Mr. Rassam to your Lordship 
forwarded to me under flying seal, also copies of the whole of the correspondence which 
has passed between the Emperor Theodorus and Mr. Rassam since the latter has been at 
the Abyssinian Court. 

2. Judging by the contents of Mr. Rassam’s letter to your Lordship, by the tone of 
the Emperor’s letters 2 and 3 to that gentleman, and by the intelligence I have been able 
to gather from the other captives, and from those best informed as to the true state of 
feeling and the motives by which the Emperor is actuated, I feel it my duty to state my 
conviction,—and it is with great regret I have to do so,—that the last chance ot effecting the 
object of releasing the captives by conciliatory measures has failed. There was the one 
chance left, that on the Emperor’s learning and being gratified at the gracious and 
generous manner in which Her Majesty had acted in spite of the questionable acts 
committed by him, that he would have at once released Mr. Rassam, and, to show his 
sincere appreciation of the extreme forbearance extended towards him, would have, without 
delay or hesitation, acceded to the requirement of Her Majesty that Mr. Rassam, with all 
the British subjects detained in Abyssinia, should be sent in safety to the frontiers of the 

kingdom. 

3. From the latter part of the Emperor’s letter to Mr. Rassam, dated the 5th January, 
where he writes, “ l wish you to get them ” (the skilful artizans) “ via Matemma, in order 
that they may teach me wisdom and show me clever arts; when this is done l shall make 
you glad and send you away;”—it is clear he has no intention of releasing and despatching 
Mr. Rassam with the others until the artizans and presents have reached him. To agree 
to this would be contrary to your Lordship’s instructions; even did 1 consider that 
discretion in that matter was allowed me, it is a course I most certainly should not follow, 
for, after the experience gained of the Emperor's want of faith, especially latterly, and the 
capricious manner in which he acts on imaginary grievances, it may be reckoned a 
certainty that he would retain the whole with the idea of making use of them as a means 
of gaining other advantages from Her Majesty’s Government. 

4. Further concessions can only be productive of dangerous and unadvisable delay. 
Time being now of every importance I have taken on myself to address His Majesty, 
pointing out in as plain terms as possible that the conditions in Her Majesty’s letter, 
especially in the latter part, must be strictly adhered to, and that a ready and entire 
compliance with them was necessary before Her Majesty’s orders with regard to the 
presents could be carried out. Copy of my letter is annexed. 

5. In the present position of affairs it appears to me better and more just to 
Mr. Rassam that this remonstrance should come from me than from him. It will avoid 
the risk which such a measure originating from him might, perchance, cause, and at the 
same time will allow of his taking the opportunity, should it offer itself, of strengthening 
the remonstrance by adding his opinion that it will be strictly adhered to. I shall at the 
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same time forward a letter to Mr. Rassam, carefully worded, giving the nature of the 
communication to the Emperor. 

6. I am the more convinced that it is necessary now to assume a more decided tone 
with the Emperor, from the intelligence as to the changes that have taken place in 
Abyssinia since last summer. An account of those I had the honour of submitting on the 
15th ultimo, and everything since tends to confirm fully that account. When it was 
proposed that the Emperor’s requests should be met in a liberal spirit, it was believed that 
. le had the power, and might by such treatment be led to exert the will, to fully reciprocate 
the friendly policy adopted towards him. He was then at the head of a large army 
moving about in different parts of his dominions. It was then also reasoned, that having 
the power he would be able to, and would always for his own sake carefully protect the 
artizans who were willincr to enter his countrv and service. 
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7. That, however, has now T gone from him. The large army seen by Mr. Rassam last 
March, which was supposed to be still with him in the summer, has dwindled down to 
15,000 men, of whom, 1 have been recently told by a good authority, not more than one- 
third are well armed, and his rule is now r confined to the one small province of Begameder. 
Mr. Rassam, in a private letter I have from him, dated the 10th of January, adds in cypher, 
“ Emperor has scarcely any country left, so he is desperate.” He is surrounded on every 
side by strong bodies of rebels, who are waiting till his authority tumbles to pieces of itself, 
only restrained from advancing against him, partly by a superstitious feeling which the 
Emperor himself has always sedulously fostered, that he has a particular mission to fulfil, 
and partly by dread of the prowess of his earlier days. In my last despatch I reported 
“ that unless he can manage to make some brilliant stroke worthy of his earlier career, his 
rule will come to an end within the next few months.” His followers continue to desert 
him, and directly the resources of the sole district left to him get exhausted, which they 
must shortly be from the surplusage which the presence of himself and army entails, the 
main portion of the residue will leave him to his fate. 

He has added greatly to the unpopularity which his tyranny had caused, by the 
destruction of the churches at Gondar at the end of last year; and the expression used to 
me by the authority quoted above, amply conveys the nature of his present position,— 
“ Abyssinia is wearied of him.” 

8. Under these circumstances it would be manifestly improper, and contrary to your 
Lordship’s wishes, to attempt to effect the liberation of the captives by means of the 
artizans, and without the artizans the machinery would be useless. Feeling the desperate 
state of his affairs, the Emperor, if he ever had any intention of acting faithfully, has quite 
abandoned it now r , and is only desirous to get more Englishmen in his power, in the hopes 
of their serving his ends in his direst extremity. 

9. A reply to my letter to the Emperor cannot be expected to reach Massowah before 
the end of March or beginning of April. Should it be unfavourable,—and I fear there can 
be no doubt it will be, from the weil-knowm pride and obstinacy of the Emperor,—I would 
beg your Lordship’s instructions for my further guidance, respectfully suggesting, and 
earnestly urging, the following as the best course to be pursued under the change in the 
aspect of afi’airs which has taken place. 

10. A communication to be forwarded to me for transmission to the Emperor, 
intimating that every possible means having failed to induce him to maintain those friendly 
relations which he professed himself so anxious should exist between Her Majesty and 
himself, that he had not only imprisoned Consul Cameron, a servant of Her Majesty, and 
other British subjects, but had violated the laws common between all nations by dis¬ 
regarding the sacredness of the person of an ambassador, in that be had imprisoned and 
chained Mr. Rassam, who was the bearer of a letter from Her Majesty. That further 
allowances could not be made for one who had show'n himself so regardless of the 
observances held necessary to be preserved among civilized nations. He was therefore 
told that the limits to the patience of a great Government had been reached, and he was 
now solemnly warned that he would be held as personally responsible for the safety of 
every British subject, and all persons serving them, who wore at the present time in 
Abyssinia, and that only their immediate unconditional release and safe conduct to the 
coast, combined with a full apology for the gross insult which had been offered, could open 
the way to the re-establishment of friendly communication hereafter. At the same time 
a Proclamation might be forwarded, warning all the Chiefs and people of Abyssinia that 
certain punishment would reach all persons who were in any way concerned in any injury 
befalling the said subjects; while on the other hand, those who assisted and protected 
them would be richly rewarded, and gain the favour of Her Majesty the Queen. 

11. From all I have heard, and from my own experience of character such as that 
of the Emperor Theodorus, I am certain no fears need be entertained of any injury 
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happening to the captives, were such a course adopted as above proposed. Proud, self- 
willed, and vindictive, the Emperor undoubtedly is; but at the same time he is w T ell aware 
that their existence is the fairest chance of safety left to him, and he will cling to that as 
his last resource. But even if risk did attend, I hold it is far better it should be run than 
that the unfortunate captives should be left to endure the miserable existence they are 
now subjected to, and which will become more and more intolerable as means of subsistence 
in the neighbourhood of Magdala gets scarcer, and starvation threatens. The captives 
themselves urge some such course should be adopted. 

12. My own conviction, and it is backed by others who know the country and people 
well, is, that directly it is clearly understood in Abyssinia that Her Majesty’s Government 
will no longer bear with KingTheodore’s unjustifiable conduct, the last blow will be given to his 
power, and the “ weariness” of the country be removed, while the release of the captives 
could be brought about by means of the successful rebels, with whom, under the altered 
circumstances, communications could at once be opened. 

13. Although at the same time that stringent measures are determined on, I would 
also respectfully suggest that all necessary preliminary arrangements should be made for 
the despatch of a force from India next summer, so as to be on the borders of Abyssinia 
by the commencement of the favourable season for operations, viz., the middle of October, 
in case it should be required. It is just possible that the desired end may be obtained 
without force having to be used, but it is as well that everything should be ready, and 
that it should be seen and known Her Majesty’s Government was in earnest. 

14. More extended knowledge of the country shows that the idea of there being any 
very great difficulty in carrying out a campaign is purely imaginary. A friendly narrow' 
seaboard lines the easterly frontier of Abyssinia. The approaches to the high plateaus 
are numerous, and several of them presenting no greater obstacles than could be easily 
overcome by ordinary energy and good management. Once on the plateaus,—and they are 
reached less than sixty miles from the coast at the north-eastern end,—a healthy climate is 
found, abundance of good water, forage, fuel, and the ordinary supplies of the country, 
meat and grain (“sowaree,” a species of millet, sorghum), obtainable in any quantity. Of 
course it would be necessary, in the first instance, ’ hat full commissariat should accompany 
the force from Bombay. In the war with Persia in 1856—57 every supply was sent lrom 
Bombay to Bushire and the Euphrates, and never was an army so admirably furnished as 
that. If operations continued much would be procured in the country, especially for an 
army in which the native element chiefly predominated. The Egyptian market would 
also be close at hand. Camels in any number can be obtained along the sea-coast, also 
from Bogos and the Soudan. 

15. If I was required to offer an opinion as to the nature and extent of the force to be 
employed, I should say that, taking into consideration the existing favourable state of 
affairs, the follow ing would be ample :—One troop of Horse Artillery and tw r o light field 
batteries, or two troops and one light field battery ; a full company of Sappers and 
Miners, a select body; strong brigade of native Cavalry; with one European and six 
native regiments of infantry, formed into two brigades; altogether making about 6,000 
men. Such a force could be transported with comparative ease, and with less impedi¬ 
menta than one having more European element. That such a force, under a good 
General, would do all that is required 1 am confident; but to ensure success it will be 
essential that the command and political powers be entrusted to one person, as was the 
case in the Persian war. He should be given full powers, authorized to eutertain tempo¬ 
rarily such Abyssinians as he may find necessary; in fact, left to act in the manner he 
finds best suited to bring the campaign to a rapid and successful conclusion. 

16. On a previous occasion it was suggested that an auxiliary force should be moved 
from Egypt. This I now r find would be a grave mistake. It w'ould at once turn from us 
the rebels, who would otherwise be our greatest assistance. For however much the 
Emperor Theodorus is hated, the Moslem is hated ten times worse, and were it known that 
the Turkish Government (for so Egypt is styled) would be engaged in the operations, the 
whole of Abyssinia would band against us and join Theodore in resisting the detested enemy ; 
not an Egyptian soldier, therefore, should be used, and, at first, too much care could not be 
taken to prevent the appearance even of employing them. 

17. I am now only waiting the arrival of the Right Honourable S. Fitzgerald, who is 
daily expected cn route to Bombay, to communicate to him personally the state of the 
Abyssinian question. Immediately after that I shall proceed to Massowah to despatch the 
letter to the Emperor, or to act according to circumstances should any different intelli¬ 
gence have been received. I do not anticipate the latter will be the case. 

18. Mr. Flad is still at Massowah, and I do not see that any advantage will be gained 
by his going to Matemma. After the Emperor’s recent proceedings at Gondar, the road 



130 


through that place from Matemma to Debra Tabor will be more hazardous than ever, 
and not more practicable than through Tigre, and the road by the south of Lake Tsana is 
said to be closed. The Emperor’s statement that he would send to Matemma for 
Mr. Rassam’s stores was, I am sure, an untruth, and used to put off Mr. Rassam ; he 
would not allow the latter’s mules to make the attempt for fear they should fall into the 
hands of the rebels, and he could not despatch his own without a strong force as guard, 
which he cannot spare ; once away from him, too, the men composing it would probably 
not return. 1 would take this opportunity of correcting a mistake with regard to 
Mr. Flad, for which I am in a manner responsible. It was supposed in England, and I was 
under the same impression, that he was sent from Abyssinia as a messenger from the King; 
reference to the correspondence between Mr. Rassam and the King, letter No. 25, of 
17th April, will show that Mr. Flad was really despatched by Mr. Rassam to communicate 
to Her Majesty’s Government what had occurred and what was required. I regret exceed¬ 
ingly that any misapprehension of the matter lead to a misunderstanding in Mr. Flad’s 
position. 

19. I propose letting the artizans and presents remain for the present at Massowah, 
until an answer from the Emperor to my letter arrives. I do not see any likelihood of the 
party being able or required to enter Abyssinia, but it will be as well to show that strict 
faith was kept even to the last. I regret to say that Mr. Talbot, the Superintendent, was 
brought down in the “ Victoria,” suffering greatly from fever. He is, however, better, and 
I trust care and quiet will soon restore him to complete health. 

20. Mr. Rassam writes in a private letter, copy of which I do not trouble your 
Lordship with, as it contains little beyond what he has given in his despatch, that the 
Emperor, though he professed personal friendship, latterly showed ill-will only to British 
subjects. For instance, Bardel and Mackerer were released and taken into his employ, 
while Mr. Kerans, who also offered his services, was refused, “ because he was an 
Englishman and a connection of Mr. Speedy, formerly Vice-Consul at Massowah.” This 
is another proof of the King’s determination to persevere in the outrageous course he has 
adopted. 

hnvc 

(Signed) ’ W. L. MEREWETHER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 128. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Merewether to the Emperor of Abyssinia. 

Most Gracious Sovereign, Massowah, 

I TRUST that this will find your Majesty in perfect health. I have received the 
good tidings that your Majesty has been made acquainted with the contents of the letter 
from Her Majesty Queen Victoria, brought by the hand of Mr. Flad, and that they have 
proved gratifying to your Majesty. In the anticipation that the generous and most friendly 
feelings under the influence of which Her Majesty met in so liberal and complete a manner 
tne wishes expressed by your Majesty in April last, will have given rise to a reciprocal 
emotion on your Majesty’s part,—I approach with the deepest respect, and with the request 
that complying with the wish expressed in the latter part of Her Majesty’s letter, your 
Majesty will graciously cause the early despatch of the officers deputed to conduct 
Mr. Rassam and the other Europeans to the frontier of your dominions, to whom I shall 
be ready to hand over the presents sent by Her Majesty in token of her friendship, at any 
spot on the frontier your Majesty may be pleased to appoint. To assist in perpetuating 
strong and lasting friendship between the two countries is, I would beg to assure your 
Majesty, my sincere desire, and that I may the more readily do so 1 would crave from your 
Majesty the favour of speedy arrangements being entered into whereby I may be enabled 
to carry out to the letter the instructions of my gracious Sovereign, as I am bound and 
prepared to do. 

With the greatest respect, I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. L. MEREWETHER. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 128. » 

Mr. Rassam to Lord Stanley. 

(Strictly Confidential.) 

My Lord, Magdala, January 10, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copies of the correspond¬ 
ence which has taken place between the Emperor and myself regarding the letter of 
Her Majesty of the 4th October, copy of which Mr. Flad had forwarded to him from 
Massowah. 

2. On the 28th ultimo I received letter No. 1, wherein he inclosed to me the identical 
copy of the Queen’s letter, in reference to which he said that he was coming hither to 

consult me as to the answer he intended to send. 

3. From all I can make out it appears that the copy of the Royal letter reached the 
Emperor on the 19th ultimo, and on the 22nd he sent it to me for my perusal. It was 
reported that the Emperor did not seem displeased at the receipt of the communication 
above alluded to, but on the contrary he tried to show that it was favourable. He had 
said that he hoped he would still obtain his desired object, and when he was asked by one 
of his European workmen how, he replied that he would employ “ bilhat,” which word 
means either craft, cunning, skill, clever policy, or dodge. Some people thought that he 
would try to reconcile the British Government by releasing us from our chains, and would 
act the civil towards me, but others were afraid that he would try to intimidate me into 
getting me to write in his favour. His last correspondence shows that he has pursued a 
half and half course. 

4. In order that Her Majesty’s Government may not be deceived in what I communi¬ 
cate, I shall in future write my letters which I may be compelled to send against my will, 
with folded margin. It would be useless to refuse, as 1 know it would be of no avail, 
and my declining to comply may endanger the safety of so many Europeans for whom I 

am responsible 

5. From all that has taken place, especially from the attitude His Majesty has 
assumed since the receipt of the Queen’s letter, it is impossible to trust him any longer. 
Presents and artisans may be sent to him, but what security have we that he would let us 
leave Abyssinia ? 

6. He has forgiven Consul Cameron and his party no less than four times, and yet 
he talks as if he had not been reconciled to them; and although he was the one who 
gave them permission to depart by a sealed letter, and sent an officer named Lij Abetow 
to escort them, he accuses me of having sent them away without taking them to him. 
This is the fourth time that he has brought this unfounded charge against me, and 
although I proved to him by his own letter and the evidence of Lij Abetow that he 
was the one who sent them away, yet he still persists in recurring to this accusation 
whenever he wants to threaten me. He knows very well that I could no more send 
any of the Europeans out of the country than go out of Magdala myself. The fact is, 
he considers me a great prize, and believes that as he managed to get a small mission 
after imprisoning Consul Cameron, he may obtain a greater man than I am by confining 
me and my companions. 

7. The tone of his letters above alluded to shows that he is determined not even to 
take us out of chains unless he obtain what he w r ants, and the assurance he gives in the 
latter part of his third letter has been repeatedly made. The first time it was commu¬ 
nicated to me in his letter of the 4th February, 1866, six days after I met him. 

8. I have sent copies of all my correspondence with the Emperor to Colonel Mere¬ 
wether, the Resident at Aden, to keep for me until I depart from Abyssinia. The reason 
that l have not forwarded a copy of them to your Lordship is because they contain a 
ereat number of points upon which I cannot safely make any comments while I am in 
my present position. I have written, however, to ask him to send you extracts of what 
he thinks necessary for the information of Her Majesty’s Government. 

9. On the 3rd of July last when he arrested Dr. Blane and Mr. Rosenthal at Gatfat, 
and brought them to Debra Tabor, and afterwards confined us in the dark room, he made 
four charges against me; firstly, that 1 had read Mr. Stern’s book, “ Wanderings amongst 
the Falashas,” which was published in England in 1861, wherein he made some comments 
upon the Emperor’s mother; secondly, that I had sent away his enemies (the released 
European prisoners) without taking them to him; thirdly, that he had given Consul 
Cameron a letter to my Queen, and that he came back to him without an answer ; and 
fourthly, that the Turks had possession of Jerusalem, and that England and France 
allowed ’them to keep it. He demanded his patrimony (the Holy City, formerly the 
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domains of Kings David and Solomon, his forefathers), and said, “ I want Europe to 
restore to me the Holy Land.” To this last I replied that in the present state of civiliza¬ 
tion Europe had no power to dispossess the Moslems of the birthplace of our Saviour, 
otherwise they would have done it before now. 

10. Also, the day we were imprisoned at Debra Tabor, on the 25th of June, one of 
the charges which were brought against me was that my Government had laughed at him. 
The cause of this complaint is as follows : when the missionaries’ things were seized after 
their imprisonment at the end of 1863, a letter was found from Mr. Rosenthal to a 
friend of his in England, wherein he had mentioned that Mr. Barroni, the late British 
Consular Agent at Massowah, had written to Her Majesty’s Government to say that he 
had received a letter from the Emperor of Abyssinia, wherein he had invited him to come 
and “ get drunk ” with him. This expression, it appears, had given birth to some merri¬ 
ment amongst the clerks in the Foreign Office. Mr. Rosenthal had heard this story from 
a friend of his, and when the letter was translated the word “ clerk ” was rendered 
“ government ” in Amharic. I tried my best to dispossess him of the idea that my 
Government were in the habit of reading or laughing at such letters. 

11. Having heard from Massowah that stores had been sent for us to Matemma, I 
was compelled to write to the Emperor for permission to send my mules to bring them 
hither, as it would have been quite impossible to smuggle them through. He has under¬ 
taken their transport hither through his people, as he has done on a former occasion ; 
and sent me back the mules with a message that he would not allow them to be fatigued, 
when he had it in his power to get the things for me. This act of generosity on his part 
appears the more surprising when it is well known that he did so two days after he received 
the copy of Her Majesty’s letter. 

* a i' «. 

12. At the end of November he made a descent upon Gondar, the old capital of 
Abyssinia, to attack a small rebel who had been ruling there for some time under Tisso 
Gobazay; but when he arrived there and found the enemy had decamped he revenged 
himself upon the inhabitants of the place by plundering them, and utterly destroying the 
town by fire, not even sparing the churches, of which there were no less*than forty-four. 
He pretends that he was provoked to that act on account of the mischief the natives of 
the place had committed in having betrayed my messenger, Daftara Dasta, to the rebels, 
in consequence of which he had been seized and plundered by them. This man I had 
sent to the coast at the end of May last, to bring some things from Aden for the Emperor 
and ourselves, and it appears that while he was passing through Wagara with the Massowah 
kafilah, he was betrayed by some merchants within a day’s journey of Gondar, and 
captured. I have heard of his safe arrival at Debra Tabor, but plundered of everything. 

1 am trying to get back the letters, and some ot the things lost, if possible, through the 
influence of the Bishop, who is still a prisoner on this mountain. 

13. My Lord, I do not think it is within my province to draw out a line as to the 
future policy of Her Majesty’s Government, because, unhappily, 1 have no more hope of 
conciliatory tactics having any beneficial effects in humouring the Sovereign of Abyssinia. 
Every European in the country can vouch for my guarded conduct and the conciliatory 
policy which I have ever employed towards the Emperor. 1 have always been too 
cautious in my transactions with him, and although he tried very often to find me erring, 
in order that he might have a cause of complaint, yet I have no little consolation in 
believing that Her Majesty’s Government will never have reason to disapprove of my 
conduct. 

14. Her Majesty’s Government may rest assured that I shall continue, though in 
chains, to pursue that conciliatory policy which l have always considered it my sacred 
duty to follow ever since I had the honour of entering Her Majesty’s service. All my 
fellow-prisoners and myself will leave the grave settlement of this unhappy Abyssinian 
difficulty in the hands of Her Majesty’s Government, and may Almighty God bless their 
endeavours to do what is right to obtain our speedv release. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 128. 

Translation of Letters received by Mr. Rassarn from the Emperor of Abyssinia, 

after reaching him. 

1. In Amharic and Arabic.—(Received January 28, on reaching the Royal Camp.) 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. Amen. 

From the King of Kings, Theodoras. By the power of God may this reach our friend, 
who is wishing for our friendship, Hormuzd Rassam. It would have been better for you 
to have rested to-night, and to-morrow morning we should have had the meeting ; but we 
have been staying in this country which has been devastated, awaiting your arrival, and the 
troops are in want of food ; consequently we have directed the interview to take place between 
you and me to-day. To-morrow morning we start on our journey. Now come to us. 

(Without date.) 


2. In Amharic.*—(Received February 4, 1866.) 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. Amen. 

The servant of God and his created being, the son of David, the King of Kings. 
Theodoras. 

To the servant of her whom God has exalted above all Sovereigns and glorified above 
all princes and people, and made the Defender of the Christian Faith and the succour of 
the poor and oppressed, Hormuzd Rassam, who is by the power of God endowed with 

wisdom and a benevolent heart. 

Be it known to you that by your favour (i.e., by the favour of the English) we have 
abundance of fire-arms. We send vou one single-barrelled and four double-barrelled 
muskets, and five single-barrelled pistols, and if besides these you require more to give to 
persons who ask vou for them, by the power ol God w r e will supply you with them. I am 
the Sovereign of my country and you are the servant of the Queen, my friend, and I 
should feel hurt if any one asked you for a thing and you refused it them. 1 do not do this 
because you cannot afford to make such presents, but having been sent in haste you have 
had no time to bring such things. When you arrive at your destination, whatever you 
require of arms or otherwise, Aito Samuel, the Agent appointed between you and our¬ 
selves will supply it. Between this and Korato, Aito Samuel w r ill also piovide you with 
5,000 dollars to spend in any w-ay you like, except in a manner unpleasing to God. 

When the men (prisoners) shall be delivered to you if God permit, we will come and 
wish you farewell; but if we are not able to come to you in person, we will give orders to 
have you sent to the frontier in safety and honour. 

Dated the 4th February, 1866. 


3. In Amharic.—(Received February 15, 1866, after our arrival at Korata. 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. 

From the Kim: of Kings, Theodoras. May it reach Aito Hormuzd Rassam. How- 
have you passed the time? I, God be praised, am well. How have your brothers 
(Dr. Blane and Lieutenant Prideaux) passed the time ? Ask them from me. After we 
parted, by the power of God w-e found two lion cubs and one young antelope, and we have 
sent them to you. I have come to Metcha expressly for the purpose of inquiring about 
\-our safe arrival at your destination. If God permit I shall see you and will come to 

you in a boat. 

(Without date.) 


* This is a translation of an Amharic letter which was 
returned to him after it was translated into English. 


sent by His Majesty, with a request that it should be 
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4. In Amharic.—(Received February 18, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

By the power of God, when I heard of your safe arrival at Korata I was extremely 
rejoiced. Be of good cheer; I have ordered Agafaru Golam to proceed at once to release 
the prisoners and bring them to you, in order that I might send you to your country. 

With respect to the four double-barrelled fowling pieces and eight double-barrelled 
pistols, with their moulds and appurtenances, which you have brought to me. M. Bourgard 
has written to me to say that he sent to his brother and obtained them for the purpose of 
presenting them to me. I have therefore ordered 4,000 dollars to be paid to him by the 
Ingada Ras of Tigre. 

You told me that M. Munzinger entertained a sincere regard for me, and consequently 
when you go I wish to send him by you a token of my esteem. Let me know what will be 
acceptable, in order that I may prepare it. 

(Without date.) 


5. In Amharic. 

(After compliments.) 

I wish to decorate these servants (messengers) of yours, who are present, with the 
Royal shirt. Be not angry with the servants who informed you of the release of Captain 
Cameron (at Massowah). I thought that you ( i. e., the English) hated me. Because 1 
delayed in answering your letter, O sons of the English, and in order that you might not 
fear, but come to me from that great Queen, he tried in this way to bring about the 
interview between me and you, Aito Hormuzd Rassam, who are a great man and my 
friend. It is necessary that this man should be brought to the notice of the Queen, and 
you yourself must leave him for my sake. I, on my part, on hearing of what he had 
done, by the power of God, entertained great affection for him. If you had not come, 
who would have been able to release the prisoners? and, if I had not met you, how could 
1 have obtained your (i. e., the English) friendship ? May our Creator from above love 
for our sake him who brought about our interview and made us friends, and those who are 
his creatures from below will love him also. Please God, I shall reward him. I have sent 
Lej Abitow to Debra Tabor to bring to you my European friends, in order that they might 
come and see you. 

(Without date.) 


6. In Amharic.—(Received February 24, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

By the power of God, I have been greatly rejoiced at hearing of your well-being. 
Dated Friday, the 16th of Zakatul. 


7. In Amharic .— (Received February 27, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

I acted formerly erroneously, through the devil, without consideration ; and now I 
have ordered Aito Samuel to see if there is any property (belonging to the prisoners) which 
he can bring to you ; and if anything has been lost or spoilt, I shall make it good, not 
merely for the sake of my friendship for the great Queen, but for the friendship which I 
entertain for you there, and which is sufficient for me. If 1 can make compensation from 
my property to you at all, by the help of the Lord I will do it; it not, 1 offer my body. 
When the people (prisoners) reach you in safety, ask them if what, they had done was not 
true ; it will be proved to you from their mouth. 

I apprehended that I had lost all hopes of your (the English) friendship; otherwise I 
would not have acted so badly. 

Dated 16th of Zakatul. 


8. In Amharic.—(Received March 1, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

Tashallaka Walda Gahir has informed me that you wished me to give permission for 
you to make the messenger a present. You are the servant of her whom God has exalted 
and honoured; the Queen of England and you are also, by the power of God, my friend ; 
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consequently you are not unable to give remuneration. 
God, do as you please. 

Dated 22nd of Zakatul. 


Except in a way unpleasing to 


9. In Amharic.—(Received March 4, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

The people (prisoners) whom you want, may the Lord bring to you, and may He 
cause you to reach your country in safety. May the Lord plant my friendship and good¬ 
will in your hearts, and may He cause you to open my blind eyes. 

Dated 24th of Zakatul. 


10. In Amharic.—(Received March 7, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

When the people (prisoners) reach you, we will consult. I have tried to find some 
nice silk amongst my property, and also in the market in this country, but did not succeed ; 
but of the silks with which you presented I have sent three pieces, with their lining. If 
they will suit you, make shirts of them, and wear them for me; but if you think they will 
bring any obloquy on me—because what hurts my reputation hurts yours—send me an 
answer. 

Dated 28th of Zakatul. 


11. In Amharic.—(Received March 11, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

Agafaru Golam has sent to inform me that our people (prisoners) had arrived, by the 
power of God (at Debra Tabor.) I have greatly rejoiced, and I wish you also to be glad. 
Walda Gahir informed me that you had wished the doctor to go to him (Consul Cameron). 
Very well; let Aito Samuel go with him at once. When they reach you safely, let me at 
once know of their arrival, by the power of God, in order that we may have a chat 
together. 

Dated Friday, the 1st of Magabut. 


12 .—In Amharic.—(Received March 15, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

Your servant Dasta, who came from Massowah, has informed me of the re-establish¬ 
ment of order in Tigre, and other matters. By the power of God, I have rejoiced greatly. 
I am glad to hear of their (the prisoners') safe arrival, and of the good health of 
you all. 

Dated Monday, the 4th of Magabut. 


13. In Amharic. 

(After compliments.) 

By the power of God, and the fortune of Queen Victoria and myself, those people 
(prisoners) whom my friend (the Queen) asked me to release have reached you safely; and 
when I heard of it I was glad. What my triend the Queen asked me to do I have, by the 
power of God, performed. In the letter which my friend the Queen sent it is thus said: 
“We have sent to you Mr. Hormuzd Rassam, who was Governor of Aden, and whom we 
esteem and trust; consult with him concerning what you require of us, and he will do it 
for you.”* She says, now I am blind, and what I require is a remedy,t to give light to my 
eyes. As I have gladdened your heart, 1 wish you to gladden mine, by sending and 
obtaining for me (such a remedy). Of the translation of the Queen’s communication 
which you gave me,| I send you a copy, in order that you may hear it. I wish you to 
ask the people (prisoners) whom you have, by the power of God, released before your 

* 1 do not know how this passage has crept into the translation. It was deemed inexpedient to diseuss the 

matter. * 

j A scientific man. 

J The translation was made at the request of His Majesty, with the assistance of Mr. Prideaux, the Koval 
Chief Scribe, Samuel, and one of my Abyssinian interpreters. 
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brother’s and Mr. Waldmeier’s party, whether it is true that they had abused him (the 
King) or not. 

Dated a.m. 7358, and a.d. 1858, in the year of St. Mark, on the 6th of Magabut. 


Charges against the Prisoners. 

(After compliments.) 

The charges against Cameron, who calls himself Consul, are these :—This gentleman 
and his agent Bardel sent to tell me that they had come as messengers from the Queen, 

and wished me to receive them. By the power of God, I sent an escort to Massowah and 

brought him up. I was then at Debra Mai, in the district of Metcha. When he arrived, 
I sent my nobles to meet him, and had a salute fired for him. According to the custom 
of my country, I decorated my house for his reception, and welcomed him therein, by the 
power of God. He then gave me a letter, which he said was from the Queen ; after I had 
read the letter, he presented me with a double-barrelled gun and a pair of double-barrelled 
pistols, which he said were presents from the Queen. I bowed on receiving them, and 
thanked Her Majesty for them. In the letter the Queen said that she wishes to be my 
friend and relation, and that she heard that I loved and befriended her on account of 
what I had done for Plowden and his party against the people of my country; that 

formerly England and Abyssinia had an interest; and now she wished that her Consul 

should remain with me, and that sportsmen and merchants should be allowed to follow 
their avocations. He (the Consul) said to me that a Consul from me should go to England, 
and my sportsmen and merchants also, and that, by the power of God, we (the English) 
would protect them. I was glad at hearing this, and said, “ Very well.” 

In accordance with the rules of my country, I treated him and Bardel well. 

I told the Consul that the Turks had taken my country, and were my enemies; nor 
had I a ship to do my work, by the power of God, and I said that I wished that the mission 
and presents which I intended to send to the Queen should be conveyed safely. I gave him 
a friendly letter to the Queen, and sent him away. The letter which he brought me (from 
the Queen), and the consultation which we had together, he abandoned, and went to the 
Turks, who do not love me, and before whom he insulted and lowered me. He stayed 
with them some time, and returned to me. I asked him, “ Where is the answer to the 
friendly letter I entrusted you with; what have you come for ?” He said to me, “ I do 
not know.” So I said to him, “ You are not the servant of my friend the Queen, as you 
had represented yourself to be,” and, by the power of my Creator, I imprisoned him. Ask 
him if he can deny this. 

The charge against Bardel is this : that he told me that he wished to make me 
acquainted with the Emperor of the French. I said to him, “Very well;” and sent him. 
He came back, and said that the Emperor refused to see him. I answered, “ Never mind ; 

I have my God.” After keeping silence (for some months), he asked me to release 
Makerer as a Frenchman. I replied that he had formerly told me that he wished to make 
me acquainted with the Emperor of the French, and on his return (from France) he had 
told me that he had been ignored. I said then, “ For whose sake shall 1 release him ?” 
and I refused to do so. He was angry at what I said to him; and in my Court he ungirt 
himself and covered his head with the cloth.* I was annoyed at this, and, by the power 
of my Lord, I imprisoned him. Ask him if he can deny this. 


Charges against the rest of the Prisoners. 

The other prisoners have abused me, I am well aware. I used to love and honour 
them. A friend ought to be a shield to his friend, and they ought to have shielded me. 
Why did they not defend me ? On this account I disliked them. 

Now, by the power of God, for the sake of the Queen, and the British people, and 
yourselves, I cannot continue my dislike towards them. I wish you to make between us 
a reconciliation from the heart. If 1 am in fault, do you tell me, and I will requite them ; 
but if you find that I am wronged, I wish you to get them to requite me. 


A mark of insult in Abyssinia, especially before a Sovereign. 


14. In Amharic.—(Received March 19, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

With regard to the affair of Cameron and his party, I used to reckon them as my 
friends and honoured them, and it has been proved to you that they have wronged me. 
For the sake of our Lord, and, below him, for the sake of the great Queen, my friend, 
Victoria, I have forgiven them. The contents of your letter have made me glad, by the 
power of God; I wish to bow my head and kiss your hand and foot. I want you to come 
to me, in order that we may consult together. 

The relations of Cameron and his imprisoned companions have written to me in 
sorrow about them. By the power of God, and for the sake of my friend the great Queen 
Victoria, I have been reconciled to them, and by the power of our Creator we will consult 
on all matters when we meet. 

Dated Sunday, the 10th of Magabut. 


15. In Amharic.—(Received March 20, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

Unavoidable business has called me hence, and I wish you to remain where you are 
until I return, when I will send for you. 

Dated the 12th of Magabut. 


16. In Amharic.—(Received March 21, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

I have been desirous and anxious to have an interview with you, but now I intend to 
be absent from this place for a day or two. When I return, by the power of God, I will 
send for you, as I am longing for your friendship. May our Creator cause us to meet in 
peace, and may He give vou and me health. 

Dated Wednesday, the 13th of Magabut. 


17. In Amharic. —( Received March 23, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

By the power of God, I have returned in safety to my home. I had gone to escort 
my horses, which were coming to me, and now may He cause me to meet with you, my 
friend, in safety. 

I used to pray to our Creator that the people (prisoners) whom I disliked and 
imprisoned might reach you in health and safety. Now, firstly, I pray that God may give 
peace and prosperity to my friend the Queen; and secondly, that He may give you, who 
are the flower of my gladness, health and long life. 1 also crave from our Creator that He 
will cause you to concede me your love. With regard to myself, whether I dislike you or 
love you, oh English ! you can discover from my conduct in the affair of Plowden and 
Yahames (Mr. Belli. According to the rules of my country and my ability, I used to love 
and honour them (the English). My love and honour towards them was for the purpose 
of obtaining the regard of the Queen and yourselves. That love of yours which 1 was 
longing for, I feel convinced I have obtained, and, by the power of God, it has given me 
joy. I send you, by Alaka Engeda, boats. Come yourself and the party of Kantiba Hailo 

(the European artizans). 

Dated Friday, the 15th of Magabut. 

Note. —After the receipt of this letter, Dr. Blane, Mr. Prideaux, and myself repaired 
to Zagay. His Majesty gave us a most magnificent reception. He consulted with all his 
nobles and his best advisers about our leaving Abyssinia, and it was determined that we 
should all depart hence. 


18. In Amharic. —( Received March 28, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

By the power of God, let me know quickly of your safe arrival (at Korata). 
Dated Wednesday, the 20th of Magabut. 
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19. In Amharic. 

(After compliments.) 

Before this I sent to inquire after your safe arrival, and afterwards Lij Abitow and his 
party came and informed me of it. By the power of God, I was greatly delighted. I had 
ordered the party of Kantiba Hailo (the European artizans) to do certain work (to make 
saddles, shields, &c.); if it is completed, I wish you to hold yourselves in readiness to start 
(for Europe), by the power of God. 

Dated Friday, the 22nd of Magabut. 


20. In Amharic. 

(After compliments.) 

The shirts which you have sent me by Owna Mahomed have reached me, and I return 
you my thanks for them. Why do you give yourself such trouble and such thought for 
me ? You are my guest, and it is for me to inconvenience myself for you. If God assist 
you, I wish you to trouble yourself about what I require, but do not incommode yourself 
by parting with your property, oh my brother! 

At Amba Chara, in the Province of Waggara, my toll-keepers seized some messengers 
who were coming this way with letters.* They imprisoned them and sent the packet to 
me. I found it directed in an European language, and as I thought it might be your own, 
I send it to you unopened. If you should find it to be yours, I have directed that your 
messengers should be released; if not, return the packet to me, and I shall order the 
messengers to be brought to me. 

I have ordered some cows to be given to you, in order that you may have a merry 
feast. I did not know that your Easter fell before ours, but thought that they corre¬ 
sponded in date, otherwise 1 would have sent them before. Why did you not inform me, 
since my house is yours, and the house of your brothers and friend ? 

Dated Monday, the 25th of Magabut. 


21. In Amharic.—(Received April 5, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

I have been long fasting, and have abstained from eating meat, and l am anxious to 
see the light of Easter. Pray that I may see it in health. By the power of God, l will 
also offer up to Him the same supplication for you. 

Dated Wednesday, the 27th of Magabut. 


22. In Amharic.—(Received April 8, 1866.) 


(After compliments.) 

May God grant me a meeting with you, my friends, after the light of Easter. The 
token of friendship, namely, the tin box, which you sent to me I have received with much 
pleasure, and I return you my best thanks for it. 

I have ordered Lij Abitow to take your mules through Dambea, and Kantiba Hailo 
and Aito Samuel to bring you to me. 

Dated 30th of Magabut. 


23. In Amharic.—(Received April 9, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

I send you good tidings of my having passed Easter. How have, mv friends, passed 
it? Let me know if you have spent it happily and prosperously, by the power of God. 
Dated Monday, the 2nd of Miazia. 


24. In Amharic.—(Received April 10, 1866.) 


(After compliments.) 


Lier VAJUijmiwciito.y 

When I heard of your good health and prosperity, by the power of God, I was greatly 
delighted. Very well, as you say, Lij Abitow shall take them by the lower road, and 


begi 
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your baggage will cross to any spot which you may choose. I have directed Agafaru 
Goolam and the party of Aito Kasa to convey it for you. 

Dated the 3rd of Miazia. 

Note .—After the receipt of this letter, Dr. Blane, Mr. Prideaux, and myself repaired 
to Zagay, according to appointment, on the 13th April, when we were all arrested on the 
pretence that we did not take the released prisoners with us. 


25. In Amharic.—(Received April 17, 1866.) 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God. 

From God’s slave and his created being, the son of David, the son of Solomon, the 
King of Kings, Theodorus. To my friend and counsellor, the servant of the Queen 
of England, Hormuzd Rassam, Esquire. 

My desire is that you should send to Her Majesty the Queen and obtain for me a 
man who can make cannons and muskets, and one who can smelt iron, and an instructor of 
artillery. I want these people to come here with their instruments and everything neces¬ 
sary for their work, and then they shall teach us and return. By the power of God, 
forward this our request to England. 

(Without date.) 

Note .—This letter was received on the 17th April, when His Majesty wished to send 
Mr. Flad to England to bring him artisans. 


26. In Amharic. 

(Only contains compliments, without date.) 

Note .—This letter was received on the 9th August, after our imprisonment in chains 
at Magdala. 


27. In Amharic.—(Received September 15, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

Leh’s party left in a hurry, and I could not answer you by them. How have you 
and your brothers (Dr. Blane and Mr. Prideaux) spent the rainy season ? By the power 
God be of good cheer, I am coming to you shortly, and we will meet. 

Since we separated, a large gun has been cast for me ; when it is finished I shall let 
vou know. 

0* _ 4 ^ * t ^ I ? ■** I 

By the power of God, I shall not forsake you, so be of good cheer. Ask Consul 
Cameron, Mr. Stern, and their party, how they have passed the rainy season. 

(Without date.) 


28. In Amharic.—(Received October 3, 1866.) 

(After compliments.) 

I send you your things by your messenger, who came from Matemraa. 

(Without date.) 

Note .—On hearing that I was sending to Matemma for stores. His Majesty undertook 
the transportation of them thence to Magdala. 


29. In Amharic.—(Received October 19,1866.) 
(Only compliments. Without date.) 
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Copy of Correspondence between Mr. Rassam and the Emperor Theodorus. 

( 1 .) 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God! 

FROM the King of Kings, Theodorus. May this reach Mr. Hormuzd Rassam. How 
have you passed the time ? 1, by the power of God, am well. Ask Dr. Blane, Mr. Prideaux, 

Mr. Cameron, and his party, and Mr. Stern and his party, from me, how they have passed 
their time. 

Your servant, whom you wished me to send to Matemma, I have sent for you. I 
have ordered your things to be brought to Walmee by camels, and thence I have ordered 
my people to bring them hither by the power of God. 

Mr. Flad has returned to Massowah, and sent me the inclosed letter.* Peruse it, and 
wait till I arrive, as I am coming to you by the power of God. I will consult with you as 
to the answer I shall send. 

(Without date.)—Received December 28, 1866. 


( 2 -) 

(After compliments.) V 

Mr. Flad has sent (written) to me as follows:— 

“ I had formerly sent to you Mr. Rassam in the affairs of Cameron and his party, and 
we heard that you had received him with favour and with friendship. We had also 
consented to all the things you required, and had given them over to Mr. Flad, but after 

that we heard that your friendship towards him had changed, but we hope that the friend¬ 
ship existing between us and yourself will not be changed.” 

This is was what was sent to me, and I am going to reply as follows:_ 

“ Formerly England and Ethiopia were on terms of friendship, and I also, having 
knowledge of this, used to love you exceedingly. But (since then) having heard that they 
(the English) have calumniatedf and hated me with the Turks, I said to myself, Can this 
be true ? and I felt some misgiving in my heart. However, I trust there is no enmity 
between Ethiopia and the English, but that there is friendship. We do not esteem those 
who calumniate and hate the English, and so should you, for our sake, not esteem those 
who calumniate and hate the people of Ethiopia. Mr. Rassam and his party, whom you 

sent to me, 1 hav eplaced in my house, in my capital at Magdala, and I will treat them 
well, until I obtain a token of your friendship.” 

I shall write the above to Mr. Flad, and I wish you also, for the sake of obtaining 
for me their (the Queen’s) friendship and love, to write at the same time to the proper 
authorities, and send the letter to me, by the power of God. It is necessary that you 
should send a man immediately to us, in order that he may bring us Mr. Flad quickly.' 
(Without date.)—Received January 7, 1867. 


(3.) 

(After compliments.) 

Mr. l'lad has written to me again, and the letter which he has inclosed { I send to you 
herewith. 

Now in order to prove the good relationship between me and yourself, let it be shown 
by your writing and getting the skilful artisans, and Air. Flad to come vi& Matemma. 
This will be the sign of our friendship. When you hate my enemies and love my friends, 
and I shall prove wanting in my friendship towards you, leave me to God (as my Judge). 
Even Solomon, the son of David, the great King, God's created being and slave, wherThe 
wished to build the Temple in Jerusalem, was perplexed (about finding skilful artisans). 
Falling at the feet of King Hiram of Tyre, he begged him for carpenters and skilful 
artisans, who assisted in building the Temple. And now, when I used to fall girded at 
the feet of the great Queen, her nobles, peoples, and hosts, I found Mr. Stern and his 
party abused me and lowered me. Also when I sent a friendly letter to the great Queen 
of the English, the Defender of the Faith, the succour of the needy, the friend of God, 

* Copy of Her Majesty's letter of October 4, 1866. 

t I In- may have a reference to his grievance against Captain Cameron for going to Kassala, when he went 

down to the coast with the letter to the Queen.— I’ide Ills Majesty’s letter of 6th Majabut (14th March, 1866). 
and charges attached thereto. ’ ' 

J From Colonel Merewether. 
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the favourite of God, Victoria, Mr. Cameron refused mean answer. Also you, Mr. Rassam, 
said that you were coming from the Queen, and came to me. Consenting to this, I received 
you in a friendly manner, and treated you to the best of my ability. When I read the 
letter* which you brought me, which asked me to release and pardont all the Europeans, 
whom I had hated and imprisoned, I consented, and sent and had them released at once, 
by the power of our Creator, before I passed the night. Before they came to me I gave 
them over to you, in order that the Queen and her Government might be pleased. But you, 
before you asked them as to the crime which they had committed, and which caused their 
imprisonment,t and without finding whether I was wrong, in order that I might compensate 
them, or if they were guilty, in order that I might obtain a favour§ from the Queen before 

you brought them to me, you sent them away.|| 

I bad also heard that the English and the Turks had entered into an alliance. I kept 

my vexation to myself, and said nothing.^ 

Now Air. Flad has sent me a most friendly and pleasing letter.** As Solomon fell 
at the feet of Hiram, so I, beneath God, fall at the feet of the Queen and her Government 
and her friends. I wish you to get them (the skilful artisans) vi& Matemma, in order that 
they may teach me wisdom, and show me clever arts. When this is done I shall make 
you glad, and send you away by the power of God. 

Written in the year of St. Luke, on Saturday the 28th day of the month Tahsas 

(answering to January 5, 1867). 

Received January 8, 1867. 


Copies of Letters from Mr. Rassam to the Emperor of Abyssinia. 


( 1 .) 

To His Alost Excellent Alajesty Theodorus, Emperor of Ethiopia. 

Alost Gracious Sovereign, Magdala, November 29, 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Alajesty that I am necessitated to write to 
Matemma for stores, as those provisions you kindly sent me some time ago are nearly 
finished. 

I am sending for this purpose Sarankail, with a few mules, and I beg that your 
Majesty will give him permission to go, and will extend to him your protection thither 
and back. 

I have heard with regret that Daftara Dasta, whom I had sent to Alassowah a few 
months back, for the purpose of bringing for your Alajesty some books for showing the 
mode of casting guns and shot, and for teaching artillery practice, and other things, 
been seized and imprisoned by the rebels while passing through Wajara. 

As I am anxious to know the facts of the case, I am sending one of my servants to 
the house of Dasta at Gondar, to inquire about him, and the things lie brought with 
him; and I trust that your Alajesty wi 1 grant him leave to proceed on his duty. 

I hope your Alajesty will pardon me for the liberty I am taking in sending Hailo to 
convey to you this letter, and in troubling you with the above matters, as I have no one 
in this country except your Majesty on whom I can rely for assistance. 

My companions, Dr. Blane and Mr. Prideaux, Captain Cameron and his party, and 
Mr. Stern and his party, beg to send their respectful compliments to your Majesty. 

Hoping that this Tetter "will find you in perfect health and prosperity, I remain. &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


has 


* Her Majesty’s letter. 

f This is another interpolation. , , u , 

x These questions were asked, as will he seen from my correspondence with His Majesty, dated Ibth March 


866 . 


laldnraba (Awit). whom His Majesty told me “he esteemed and trusted. 'the prisoners were forgiven on the 
19th January, and again on the 0th Majabut (17th March, 18‘ 6), and for the third tune in presence of all, on 
he 17th April, 1S66, when he slid, “ For Christ’s sake let us forgive each other; and asked all the prisoners to 

>e grrateful to Mr. Rassam for their release. , . _ t 

_ ^ « « i i i 1 a . _ 1 a . V _ • i L f 1 11*111 1 n mw n Af ft Af ♦ nnt 


w 

6 The favours which he is now asking from Government. . 

11 The King pave them permission to go away, as will he seen from His Majesty’s letter dated 3rd Mazia; and 

over he appointed an officer to escort them named Lij A bitow. I never did anything without consulting his 


date. 

** Copv of Her Majesty’s letter of October 4, 1866. 
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Most Gracious Sovereign, . . Magdala, January 7, 1867. 

I have had the honour of receiving your Majesty’s two letters ; the first by m v servant 
Hailo, and the second by Ras Ingada, together with a copy of my Queen’s letter to you, 
which was forwarded to your Majesty from Massowah, by Mr. Flad. 

Agreeably to your Majesty’s desire, I have written to my Government about what 
you have communicated, and I hope that your request will be complied with. I send 
Mahomed Saeed, one of my servants, with the letter, which I have given to him open in 
order that your Majesty might have it read if you desire it. Allow me to return you mv 
best thanks for your Majesty’s kindness, for having sent to Matemma for the stores I 
required, and 1 trust that our Heavenly bather will reward you lor your acts o( friendship. 
Dr. Blane, Mr. Prideaux, Captain Cameron, and his party, Mr. Stern and his party, desire 
to present your Majesty with their respectful compliments. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


Most Gracious Sovereign, Magdala , January 8, 1867. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Majesty’s letter of the 
28th Tahsas, which reached me this morning. 

I return you my best thanks for the letter you have kindly inclosed me from Massowah. 
It is from Colonel Merewether, the Resident at Aden, who it appears has been entrusted 
with the management of what my Queen wrote to vou about. 

He writes to say that he is anxiouslv awaiting vour Majesty's reply to Mr. Flad’s 
communication. 

I have already written regarding Mr. Flad and the articles which my Queen had 

ordered for your Majesty as a token of her friendship, and that they are to be sent at once 
to Matemma. 

I must take this opportunity of reiterating to your Majesty my assurances that up to 
this time I have always deemed it my sacred duty, though in chains, to do everythin 01 * 
towards cementing the friendship between Ethiopia and England. P 

It is no little consolation to me to find, from my Queen’s letter to your Majesty, how 
anxious she is to continue her friendship with you. 

I pray our Heavenly Father to grant that the friendship which I have been anxious 

to cultivate between my Queen and vour Majesty will be completed to the satisfaction 
of all. 

Dr. Blane, Mr. Prideaux, Captain Cameron, and his party, Mr. Stern and his party, 
beg to send their respectful compliments to your Majesty. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) H. RASSAM. 


No. 129. 

Major-General Coghlan to Lord Stanley. 

My Lord, United Service Club, March 20, 1867. 

HAVING acquired considerable knowledge of Abyssinian affairs during my long 

tenure of office as Political Resident and Commandant at Aden, and having had the 

honour of being repeatedly consulted by Her Majesty’s Government respecting our unfor- 

tunate captives in that country, whose release seems as far off as ever, I judged that I 

might, without presumption, suggest a plan of proceedings which may prove of some 

service should the persistent obstinacy of King Theodoras eventually lead to hostilities 
against him. 

Encouraged by your Lordship to submit the said draft to your consideration, I left 

it in the hands of Mr. Murray yesterday. 

At the same time, I feel bound to state that in the preparation of this scheme of 
operations I have availed myself largely of the assistance of the Rev. Mr. Badger. The 
valuable services rendered by that gentleman in connection with the Persian expeditionary 
force, the frequent mention made of those services in the official despatches of the late 
,i Out r am, and their recognition by the Governments of India and Bombay, as 

also by Sir Edward Lugard, G.C.B., the present Under-Secretary at War, would be a 
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sufficient warrant for my recurring to his aid on a question of this nature; but in addition 
to such recommendations I beg to mention that on several occasions of political import¬ 
ance I have personally learned to set a high value on his abilities in all matters relating to 
the East. 

I am unable to form even an approximate estimate of the probable expense of the 
suggested expedition, but am of opinion that it would fall considerably short of that 
entailed by the last Persian campaign, the cost of which must be known at the India 

Office. 

I am not without some hope, however, as already stated in the draft submitted, that 
such a demonstration as would be made by the preliminary arrangements proposed, if 
diplomatically conducted with a view to that result, might induce King Theodoras to come 
to terms, and thereby render actual hostilities unnecessary. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. M. COGHLAN. 


Inclosure in No. 129. 

Scheme for an Abyssinian Expeditionary Force, by Major-General Coghlan. 


IN the event of hostilities against Theodoras, King of Abyssinia, in order to avenge 
his gross outrages upon British subjects, and his repeated insults to the Government in 
the persons of Her Majesty’s Representatives in that country, it is of the first importance 
to estimate beforehand the gravity of the enterprise, and to consider the measures best 
adapted to secure prompt and complete success. 

When once such a coercive policy has been decided upon, Her Majesty s Government 
must be prepared for one of the following contingencies. On hearing of the projected 
expedition. King Theodoras may-—as he is known to have declared—sacrifice every British 
subject within his grasp ; or, on the other hand, he may liberate the captives, offer every 
satisfaction in his power 1 , and sue for pardon. 

A year ago the royal army was estimated at 50,000 fighting men. It is now conjectured 
not to amount to a fourth of that number, said to be restricted to the Province of 
Begamider while several of the other provinces, notably those of Woggera, Wolkait, and 
Tigre on the north and north-east, Gojam and Shoa on the south, and Lasta on the east, 
are in open rebellion against him. Further, it is imagined that some of the insurgent 
Chiefs are capable of coping with Theodoras single-handed, but that one and all shrink 
from the attempt owing to a superstitious belief in his invulnerability. 

Whether such hesitation is to be attributed to that motive or not, it is clear that no 
great reliance can be placed on those statements which represent the power of Theodoras 
as tottering to its fall. Similar prognostications have been made for years past, and, thus 
far, have not been verified by the result. 

In order, therefore, not to ran the risk of under-estimating the possible resistance of 
Theodoras, the more prudent course would be to organize a force capable of meeting any 
armv which he may be able to bring into the field. 

Consul Plowden, who may be regarded as the best authority on all matters connected 
with the military resources of the different chieftains, was of opinion that 5,000 disciplined 
troops would beat their combined forces, and that 10,000 would suffice for a permanent 
occupation of the country. 

But that statement was made in 1854, one year prior to a later despatch which 
reported the brilliant achievements of Kasai, the future Theodoras, who had already 
“ united the whole of Northern Abyssinia under his sway,"’ and inaugurated a variety of 
measures calculated to consolidate his authority, and greatly to increase his military 
power. 

It would be well-advised, therefore, to assume, in estimating the probable means of 
resistance on the part of Theodoras to a foreign invasion, that the defection of some of 
the prominent feudal Chiefs has been counterbalanced by the strenuous efforts which he 
has made for years past to equip his soldiers with superior weapons, to have them better 
drilled and disciplined, and to add to the number and efficiency of his artillery. 

Taking this view of the case, the British expedition should not consist of less than 
10,000 men of all arms. 

/ * _ _ _ _ 

A smaller force would probably suffice if full advantage were taken of the actual 

unsettled state of parties in the country, to enlist one or more of the insurgent Chiefs on 
our side ; but whatever use may be made of native co-operation, it would be highly undesi¬ 
rable that the commander of the British army should not be in a position to dispense 
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with it, or to avail himself thereof on his own terms, or, in case of need, to punish any 
treachery on the part of such auxiliaries. 

Besides, it would seriously detract from the moral effect which may be assumed to 
form one of the primary' objects of the expedition, to afford the Abyssinians any ground 
for believing that Great Britain could not obtain the desired satisfaction without their 
concurrence. 

Another consideration which should not be overlooked is that most of these insurgent 
Chiefs have separate interests, and the greatest discretion will be required to avoid exciting 
a jealousy between them which might induce the discontented to side with Theodoras 
rather than with rivals wiiose co-operation had been preferred to theirs by the invaders. 

The same reflection should be borne in mind under another aspect. It can scarcely 
be doubted that the gloomy anticipations of Consul Plowden twelve years ago would be 
intensified in their fulfilment at the present time in the event of the overthrow of Theodoras 
by the British arms. Writing of the King at that period, he remarks: “ Should he now 
or at any time fail in his designs, or fall in battle, the misrule and anarchy that must ensue 
will baffle all human calculation, and render peaceful interference impossible. Abyssinia 
must then be left to her destinies, until some European Power shall think it worth while 
to conquer and instruct the most fertile of the African provinces.’’ 

Taking for granted that the Government entertains no such designs as those indicated 
in the latter clause of the above quotation, and that we should retire from Abyssinia as 
soon as our legitimate objects w T ere secured, it would be most undesirable in every way to 
aggravate the intestine strife which would be certain to follow upon the departure of the 
British force, by fomenting fresh rivalries, or by specially favouring one or more Chiefs 
who might, owing to their temporary alliance w r ith us, secure a predominance in the 
country to the prejudice of more rightful competitors. Of course, this subject w'ould 
assume a different phase should it be intended to establish order prior to our departure. 
But that supposition gives rise to a variety of considerations which need not be discussed 
here. One precautionary remark, however, seems called for, namely, that the abandon¬ 
ment of Abyssinia to anarchy will, in all probability, precipitate an attack by the Egyptians 
from the north, and from Massowah, at which latter place there is a much larger garrison 
than there has been for many years past. 

It is bv no means intended by the foregoing remarks that native co-operation is to be 
dispensed with altogether. It will be advisable, on the contrary, to take every advantage 
of the friendly overtures of the principal Chiefs occupying the line of march, and, if need 
be, to secure the neutrality of others during the operations of the British army, whenever 
those objects can be secured without compromise. They may be made useful as convoys 
in collecting supplies, keeping the roads open, obtaining intelligence, and in many other 
subordinate ways most serviceable to an invading army in a foreign country. The selection 
of such auxiliaries, and their employment, must be left to the discretion of the officer in 
command of the expedition. 

The next subject of importance is the route to be adopted, in order to reach the high 

table land of Abyssinia. Of these there are several:— 

_ ¥ 

First, that by Tajoarra (opposite to Aden) to Shoa, which has been recommended by 
Dr. Krapf. But the road is rough, desolate, and barren, and in several parts almost 
destitute of water. The French traveller, M. Rochet, who traversed it four times, describes 
it thus :—“ Je crois pouvoir dire .... il y a peu de voyages plus fatigants pour 
1 ’esprit et pour le corps, plus p^rilleux it la fois et plus monotone que de parcourir les 
deserts des Adels.” Moreover, it is by no means the nearest route to Begamider, the 
head-quarters of Theodoras, and although the Shoa people would undoubtedly be ready to 
co-operate with the British, and might furnish a respectable contingent, nevertheless, as a 
wide extent of country interposes betwixt them and Begamider, inhabited by warlike 
Gailas, who would be as jealous of Shoa ascendancy as they may be disaffected towards 
Theodoras, by contracting any alliance with the Shoans we may run the risk of evoking 
the antagonism of their Galla rivals, and thereby dispose the latter to gravitate towards the 


Royal party. 

The nearest route is unquestionably by Amphila (Hanfila), situated on the western 
shore of the Red Sea, opposite to Hodeida; but Mcresbv describes it as “ one of the most 
wretched places on the coast. The village, which hardly deserves the name, consists of 
six miserable huts close to the sea, on the verge of a sandy plain, and does not appear 
capable of furnishing any supplies.” Consul Plowden calls it “ a bad roadstead and a 
worse landscape ; very unfavourable to the shipment of goods, with little water, and that 
of a bad quality.” Another drawback, which he mentions, is the fierce tribe of the Taltals, 
who occupy the intermediate region between the coast and the highlands in the interior, 
and of whom we know scarcely anything beyond their treachery and barbarity. The sole 
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advantage of vicinity, therefore, is quite neutralized by the difficulties attending that 
route. 

Of the remaining two only called for notice, as any others that might be suggested 
are comparatively unknown, and therefore inexpedient on an occasion like that under 
consideration, when our object should be less to explore new lines of access, than to take 
advantage of those which long experience has proved to be the most eligible. 

The two routes above referred to are: that by Zulla, in Annesley Bay, to Halai, and 
that towards the same point from Massowah. The former is undoubtedly the nearer road, 
and was in ancient times the principal approach to Tigre, the first Abyssinian province on 
the high table-land. It is but very little frequented at present; hence it is not likely to 
furnish supplies in any considerable quantity. Another drawback is the scarcity of water 
in the level country around Zulla. Still, the route is so much nearer to Tigre that it would 
be desirable to obtain, if possible, more detailed and reliable information respecting its 
eligibility for an invading army. 

Unless that route, however, is found to possess some peculiar advantages, the other 
via Massowah will probably be found the most eligible. It is the ordinary cafilah road to 
and from the interior, and Consul Plowden calls it “ the most practicable” and “ the only 
one desirable.” The country for fifty or sixty miles inland is inhabited by the Shihos, 
who are accustomed to furnish guides to all travellers, and are nominally under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Governor of Massowah. The lofty mountains and narrow defiles within the 
above-named district are in their undisputed possession, and as the passage is regularly 
traversed by heavily laden mules, it cannot present any serious obstacles to the impedimenta 
of an army. The Shihos, though a powerful tribe, have no fire-arms; but instead of 
opposing, there is every reason to believe that, for adequate remuneration, they would be 
most ready to facilitate the march of our troops through their territory. 

Massowah has a good harbour, and being the principal emporium of trade in that 
quarter offers facilities for obtaining supplies which would be looked for in vain at any 
other point on the eoast. The existence, moreover, of a regular government on the island 
and adjoining mainland is another important consideration, presenting as it does perfect 
security for disembarcation, for the establishment of a depot, and for co-operating with the 
movements of the expedition generally. 

As Massowah and the neighbourhood form a part of the Turkish dominions, subject 
to the immediate jurisdiction of the Viceroy of Egypt, it would be requisite to procure the 
Imperial sanction for the passage of our army through the neutral territory, and for the use 
proposed to be made of the aforesaid district. It would be politically unadvisable either 
to ask for or to accept any further concession beyond a general order to the local autho¬ 
rities to afford such succour as may be consistent with the Sovereign’s rights and the 
maintenance of Ottoman neutrality. 

The suggested Abyssinian expeditionary force of 10,000 men should be composed as 
follows:— 

Two regiments of Irregular Cavalry, Scind or Sikh. 

Three batteries of Light Field Artillery, Armstrong’s, all of one calibre for 
convenience in respect of ammunition; and, if the roads are found practicable, add four 
eight-inch mortars in park, and a supply of rockets. 

Two companies of Sappers. 

Three regiments of European Infantry. 

Four regiments of Native Infantry, one or two of which to be Sikh. 

The constitution of the Staff, and the brigading of the force, are matters of detail which 
need not be discussed here. 

Of Departmental Stores there would be the following:— 

Ordnance Park. 

Engineer Stores. 

Commissiariat Stores. 

Medical Stores. 

Quartermaster-General s Stores. 

As an unusually large number of baggage animals will be required, owing to the 
comparatively small size of the Abyssinian mules, and the difficulty of some of the passes, 
it would be desirable that a Lind Transport Corps should be organized lor that special 
service. 

A competent officer on the Head Quarter Staff might be placed in charge of an 
Intelligence Department, to include a line of electric telegraph to be erected as the force 
advances into the interior in order to keep up rapid communication with the coast. 

The officer in charge of the Commissariat will make arrangements for provisioning the 
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troops on the estimates prepared by the several departments. He will decide, in concert 

with the Political Officer, what supplies may be procurable on the spot and in the enemy’s 
territory. 

A good supply of rice from India and compressed vegetables from France should be 
provided. Bags and packages generally should not exceed fifty pounds in weight; two of 
which to be carried by a mule. In the event of camels being available, double that 
quantity would form a load. The same department should be provided with a liberal 
supply of “ mussacks” of various sizes. 

The officer in charge of the Land Transport Corps would make similar arrangements 
with the different departments for the number of animals severally required by them. It 
would further be his duty to provide muleteers and forage, pack-saddles, and other harness 
for the baggage mules and camels, as well as suitable equipage for sick carriage. It is 
conceived that the roads are impracticable for ambulances, and dooly-bearers from India 
would scarcely be available in sufficient numbers. Our chief reliance in this respect must 
be on the camels and mules of the country. A “ kachava,” similar to that used in 
Affghanistan, but much lighter, would be the equipage best adapted to the purpose, if 
camels are procurable, and a pad with stirrups for mules. This subject should receive 
early consideration by the Medical Superintendent in communication with the Quarter¬ 
master-General’s department. 

Austrian Maria Teresa dollars of a.d. 1708 are at present the only coin current in 
Abyssinia, and bricks of salt brought from the district of Taltals the only small change. 
Rupees, though refused at first, were eventually received both in Affghanistan and Persia ; 
but those countries already possessed a silver currency of their own, and were therefore 
better acquainted with the value of our coin. As a similar result may not follow in 
Abyssinia, the attention of the Paymaster, in conjunction with the Political Officer, should 
be specially directed to this important subject. 

Commanding officers, both of cavalry and infantry, should take care to provide a good 
supply of boots for their men, and shoes for the horses, and should be reminded that the 
climate of the highlands, though temperate, is cold enough to necessitate woollen clothing. 

The most rigid economy will be requisite in respect of camp equipage, owing to the 
inferiority of the mules and camels of the country and the ruggedness of the mountain 
passes. With the exception of a few tents for durbar and other public purposes, none 
should exceed the Indian-pattern soldier’s tent. Officers’ must double up. 

As the roads into the interior are generally difficult, and would occasionally require to 
be made for the passage of light artillery and heavy baggage, an ample supply of the 
requisite tools should accompany the expedition. 

As the place of debarcation is presumed to be on friendly territory, the camp 
equipage and much of the heavy stores might be sent on in advance, and located at an 
eligible point for a camp, at some distance from the coast, where water is abundant. On 
the arrival of the troops, they could be marched thither at once, and there prepared to 
advance into the interior. 

It is also supposed that prior to such advance the Political Officer will have entered 
into amicable relations with some of the insurgent chiefs on the line of march, to secure 
their neutrality or co-operation. A judicious proclamation might also be issued, setting 
forth the cause and object of the expedition; that w r e should discriminate between friends 
and foes; that all supplies of provisions, labour, and carriage would be liberally paid for; 
and that no interference with the different religions of the people was intended. 

As regards the quarter from which the European troops should be drawn, it might be 
urged that as Malta is at about the same distance from Massowah as Bombay, it would be 
preferable to send them from the former garrison; but there are solid reasons for preferring 
the dispatch of an expedition of this sort from India. In the latter case, the Artillery 
would have to embark and disembark once only—a matter of great importance with 
respect to that arm of the service. It is true that European Infantry might be moved 
without much difficulty through Egypt, and re-embarked at Suez; still regiments from 
India are to be preferred, because they would carry with them a portion of their native 
followers—a class on whom the efficiency of a force on an Eastern campaign very 
materially depends. Moreover, troops with officers and staff of Indian experience would 
lie more at lome in Abyssinia than any that could be dispatched from Europe ; they 
would have less to learn. 

The foregoing remark regarding followers applies particularly to hospital establishments, 
which, it is believed, would in that respect be started more complete from India than from the 
European side, and the probable course of operations renders it important that the medical 
arrangements should be so efficient as to provide separate establishments for such depots 
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as may be expected to be left by the force as it moves into the interior, say, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Massowah, at Halai, Adowah, or other places of communication between the 

coast and the head-quarters of the advanced army. 

Finally, for the avoidance of those differences and complications which a divided 
authority is calculated to engender, it is desirable that the military command and the 
diplomatic functions should be united in one person. 

Preliminary Arrangements. 

It will be seen that several important preliminary inquiries are imperatively called for 
in order to the efficient execution of the foregoing scheme of operations. To institute 
those inquiries, and to carry out the precursory arrangements, it is suggested that an 
experienced Political Officer,'with an Assistant, should proceed to Massowah, accompanied 

by the following staff:— 

1. An officer of the Quartermaster-General s Department. 

2. An officer of Engineers. 

3. An officer of Artillery. 

4. An officer of the Paymaster’s Department. 

5. An officer of the Commissariat Department, with his gomastas. 

6. An officer of I and Transport. 

7. A Medical Officer. 

The duties of the Political Agent would be to enter into communication with the 
Egyptian authorities at Massowah ; to sound the temper of the insurgent Chiefs of Tigre : 
to acquire all possible information respecting the interior; the state ot parties, the position 
and strength of the enemy ; to secure, if practicable, a body of native interpreters, and 
generally to act in concert with the subordinate staff in their respective investigations. 

The officer of the Quartermaster-General’s Department would be charged with 
selecting the best points for disembarkation, acquiring all available information of the 
different routes into the interior, the most eligible spots for halts on the line of march, 
and, in conjunction with the Medical Officer, with choosing the site for the first camp in 
the vicinity of Massowah. 

It would be the duty of the two officers representing the Engineers and Artillery to 
inspect the roads and passes within the limits of the neutral and friendly territory, in 
order to suggest what measures would be requisite to ensure their perfect practicability. 

The officer of the Paymaster’s Department would be directed to confer with the 
merchants and other traders* at Massowah regarding the money current in the interior, the 
best means of obtaining supplies of the requisite kind or kinds, and how far local resources 
will be available for the sundry requirements of the expedition. 

The Commissariat officer will be called upon to institute inquiries into the different 
provisions procurable in the country, to what extent they are likely to be forthcoming, 
and what supplies it would be necessary to take from India. In concert with the officer 
of the Quartermaster-General’s Department, he would also select appropriate depots for 

stores in the vicinity of the camp near Massowah. 

To the officer of the Land Transport Corps would be confided the task of inquiring 

what baggage animals are available in and about Massowah ; from what adjoining districts 
others may "be procured, and to what extent; what trappings would be required to equip 
them for the service of the expedition ; how forage would have to be provided; and how 
far local resources could be relied on for an adequate supply of native muleteers and 

cameleers. # . 

The foregoing officers severally to draw up a full report for the Political Officer in 

charge, who will submit the same, together with the result ot his own inquiries and 

proceedings, for the consideration of Government. 

In order to take advantage of the most favourable season for operations in Abyssinia, 
the force should advance inland from Massowah about the beginning of October. Between 
this and then there would not be more than adequate time to institute the foregoing 
preliminary investigations, and to thoroughly equip the expedition prior to its depaiture 

from Bombay. , 

As the arrangements thus indicated could not be satisfactorily carried out without the 

cognizance and concurrence of the local authorities, it would be necessary to obtain the 
prior sanction of the Viceroy or of the Porte, together with instructions to the Governor 
of Massowah to render to the officer charged with superintending them every proper 

support and assistance. 

In addition to materially promoting the efficiency and success ol the expedition, it 
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is just possible, as was remarked at the outset, that these preliminary arrangements, on 
coming to the knowledge of King Theodorus, might induce him, through fear of the 
impending consequences, to liberate the captives unconditionally, and to sue for an 
amnesty. In such a case, it would be for Her Majesty’s Government to decide whether 
the further progress of the expedition might not be countermanded. 

(Signed) W. M. COGHLAN, Major-General. 

United Service Club, March 19, 1867. 



No. 130. 


Colonel Stanton to Lord Stanley.—(Received March 27.) 

(No. 17. Consular.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 15, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a despatch from Colonel 
Merewether dated Massowah, 28th of February, which has just reached me under flying 
seal, and which contains intelligence from Mr. Rassam, dated the 29th of January. 

At that date the prisoners were all in good health, but with apparently little prospect 
of being sent out of the country. 

The Emperor had desired Mr. Flad to come to him via Matemma, and Colonel 
Merewether was making all the necessary arrangements for his joining without further 
delay. 

Mr. Flad .takes with him Colonel Merewether’s letter to the Emperor, a copy of which 
which was lately forwarded to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 





Inclosure in No. 130. 


Colonel Merewether to Lord Stanley. 

(Secret.) 

My Lord, Massowah, February 28, 1867. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I left Aden on the 23rd instant, 
and arrived here on the 26th. 

2. I found Mr. Flad had received letters from his wife and from Mr. Staiger, one of 
the German missionaries at Gaffat, despatched on the 15th of February. The former 
writes as follows, commencing on the 8th :— 

“ You can’t imagine in what great anxiety I am, that there is such a long delay till I 
can send you a messenger. I should have sent to you long ago, but I am not allowed so to 
do, until the King has made up his mind to send you an answer. How must you feel all 
this time to be without any news from us, and how I feel being day and night in suspense 
about the result of the King’s negotiations with Mr. Rassam, and about our future, which 
will be according to the results, perhaps very bad. 1 am unable to describe to vou. 
Literally, I can say that tears are my food day and night. You will receive letters from 
Captain Cameron and Mr. Stern. Both fear that Mr. Rassam will admit the King again to 
humbug him. Mr. Rassam sends you his compliments, and says that he is very sorry that 
he did not receive a letter from you; he fears to write to you by the King’s messengers, 
but he will send you a letter by another road. If it would not be too great a risk, I should 
try to run away, but with three little children this is quite impossible. All your messengers 
arrived safe. The first two reached Gaffat in six weeks (13th December), the second two 
in eight weeks (25th December), and the third two, who left Massowah on the 11th 
December, and by whom you informed the King of the arrival of the machinery, reached 
us on the 5th January. These latter two had been for five days imprisoned on their road 
by rebels; fortunately they could save the letters. 

“ On the 3rd instant, the King sent a second time his Ras Gabic with new and many 
questions to Mr. Rassam. From this I see that his sending to you will be postponed for 
another week. The Europeans at Gaffat assured me yesterday that the King is very sorry 
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for keeping you waiting so long without an answer. I told them that I won't believe them, 
much less the King, as I fear that the very thoughts of his heart are false. The last 
rainy season the King made me sew shirts for him, for which he gave me 50 dollars. 
After he had plundered Gondar he gave me another 50. I would not have accepted these 
latter, which literally is unjust mammon, if I could not daily have many opportunities of 
giving it away amongst the poor Gondar people, who wander about here without a home 
or food, or even clothing—nothing but misery. Mr. Rassam gave me an order for 
160 dollars, money taken from us by the King last year at Korata. I have to buy 
nearly everything, and as provisions and clothing are very dear, it cost me a great deal of 
money. I have left only a few dollars, but I can get money at Gaffat. 

“The 14th. At last the moment has come that I can send you a private messenger. 

I trust this man will reach you before the King’s messengers. One of the King’s 
messengers is Mahomed Sayed, a servant of Mr. Rassam’s and a confidant of Samuel’s. 
Yesterday the King said he was going to send, that in case the English Government did 
not pav your expenses to Matemma, you are to sell the articles you brought for him with 
his 2,000 dollars and pay your expenses.” [A report had got about at Gaffat that Mr. Flad 
was remaining here because he had no money to pay his expenses up-country. 1 his was 
untrue; he remained here by my orders.] “ But it will be better if you do without his 
money, else he will call you thief afterwards; better rather borrow the money you w T ant 
and bring him his articles.” [I have supplied Mr. Flad with camels and all he needs to 
reach Matemma, that the King may not use this as a cause of offence.] “ About his 
negotiations with Mr. Rassam he is very silent. Mr. Staiger will inform you of everything 
he knows. The King is full of distrust, or rather, I should say, pretends distrust. He 
says he received last rainy season a letter from an European at Massowah, who informed 
him that the intentions of the Euglish towards him were bad.” [I find that a spy of the 
King’s was here at the end of April and beginning of May last year; he visited the Catholic 
(French) Mission, and saw there an intriguing priest named Delamonte, who had a copy of 
Earl Russell’s despatch to Colonel Stanton. This Delamonte corresponds, I know, with 
Bardel, and most probably communicated the essence of that despatch, which was used by 
Bardel to promote his views.] “ And he imprisoned Mr. Rassam because an European 
would not tell him a lie. He would not trust Englishmen ” [a distinction appears to be 
drawnbetwoenan European and an Englishman]," because they would only coax and flatter 
him until they have their people out of his hands, then they would take them on their 
steamer and laugh at him. He also said he had not seen Her Majesty’s letter, only a copy 
of it. From this you will see what kind of confidence he has in you, and that all the 
things you announced to him in your letters were really at Massowah, he would not believe 
till he sees them. He said it w r as like the story of a certain woman who informed her 
guests that she gave them in two covered vessels the ‘ talak and the tamash’ (the two 
favourite pieces of raw beef in Abyssinia), but uncovering the vessels, the guests found 
themselves deceived, the one contained the liver, the other the lungs ” [only poor 
people eat the liver in Abyssinia, and the lungs are only given to cats and dogs]. I men¬ 
tion this to make you understand w r hat is in his mind. And I tell you, yea even I entreat 
you, don’t trust, don’t trust, don’t trust! Even though showing his distrust so openly, he 
believes that he will coax in more Englishmen. For God’s sake keep your hands clean. 
Don’t give any advice, for it will terminate bad. If Colonel Merewether brings the work¬ 
men before the King fulfils Her Majesty’s conditions, not one single soul will be allowed 
to leave this country ; and the workmen, after their arrival here, might reproach you for 
having brought them into such circumstances. AY hy should more people be sent to share 
in these our miseries ? If we shall perish and die, let us do it with honour, submitting our¬ 
selves to the Divine will of God. I beg you, I entreat you before the face of God, keep 
your hands out of the matter. The King’s intention is to play a very bad trick. He 
said to Mr. Waldemeier, ‘ Call me a woman, if I shall not get them in with all the articles; 
you don’t know our character.’ He thinks, 1 have Mr. Rassam in my hands, and he must 
assist me to get the things, else I can force him to do so. Oh ! gracious God ! what may 
come on us and the poor sufferers at Magdala ! If only the English Government w r ould 
act quickly, they could play him a good trick. They could take his fortress Magdala 
before he hears of it. But it is not necessary for me to enter into this matter; perhaps 
they have learned wisdom by experience, and the lessons the King has given them to 
learn, that neither by the King’s threatenings nor by his flattering phrases will they be 
tempted to come in again' [meaning, I conclude, ‘send other people J. 1 am most anxious 

for vou, fearing that you trust this man too much. The King is, since last, week, ill; he 
uses hot baths ; a good many of his concubines also have to use hot baths ” [by this I am 
told to understand he suffers from a dire disease unnecessary to particularize]. 

“ Our three little children are prettv well; thev long very much for your speedy 
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return. I must always keep them near me, as our place is surrounded with huts occupied 
by soldiers, most likely that we should not run away. Yesterday we and all our people 
were counted 5 ’ [as if some move were intended, most probably to send them all to Magdala 
to join the others], by order of the King. This reminded me of Korata [?] before we lett for 
Europe last year. And now I commend you, myself, our little ones to Him who graciously 
watches over us. He has counted our days, and our time is in His hands, and not in the 

King’s/ 5 . . , 

I have given the above in extenso and literally, that your Lordship may judge of what 

is the real state of affairs, and see how a brave woman views it. 

3. Mr. Staiger writes, commencing on the 2nd January, 44 Your letters from London and 
from Massowah surprised every one here. All of us, and I believe even the King himself, 
is astonished that your mission to England was crowned with such success, as no one 
believed that the English Government would grant the extraordinary demands and 
conditions of the King. Even the King himself had not the least hope, as we now see 
from his proceedings. Her Majesty’s letter to the King made every sincere and sensible 
man here rejoice; the letter was cordial, but in no way flattering; full of excellent truths, 
which were w T ell understood by the King. The King sent Her Majesty’s letter, soon after 
its arrival, to Mr. Rassam, who is still in Magdala, in chains. (5th.) lo-day we received 
letters from our friends at Magdala. All mention the arrival of Her Majesty s letter, and 
the very friendly letter of the King to Mr. Rassam ; but none of them, except Mr. Rassam, 
who still clings very fast to the best expectations ot things, trusts in the Kings flattering 
letter. We (the prisoners at large at Gaffat) are of the same opinion, as from many 
experiences we have lost all confidence in the King. His intentions towards us are not 
good ones. Up to this day he is friendly towards us at Gaffat, especially towards our 
wives and children, but we see now and then something like the lightening out of a black 
cloud. Whether the thundercloud will empty on us with storm and hailstones, or whether 
it will pass away in mere thunder and lightning, the Lord, who directs everything, alone 
know T s. We are prepared for the worst. It seems to us that the King will not enter into 
any conditions. He believes that he alone has to make conditions. By the distrust the 
English Government shows to have in his conduct, his ambition seems to be greatly 
wounded. This morning, he said, 4 The English ought to trust me and send me the 
articles and men I want from them.’ But of releasing or sending away the prisoners he 
will hear nothing. Ras Ingada and Ras Gabru are just now at Magdala to negotiate with 
Mr. Rassam on the business. As soon as the King receives an answer he will send you 
word. Day and night the work is going on at Gaffat. He is in a great hurry to finish 
his guns, mortars, and waggons.” [These wil 1 be of no use to him, as he has no skilled 
gunners.] “The sacrilege committed on Gondar has brought upon him the hatred of the 
whole nation.” [The Aboona excommunicated him for this, but, after three days, removed 
the ban.] 44 His soldiers are discontented with him; every day some run away from him and 
join the rebels. The revolution in the provinces is increasing. This week he plundered 
Andabeit and Goomu. The inhabitants of those places at first fought with his soldiers, but 
in the end gave way and fled to Godjam. (The 13th.) At the Royal Court to-day a great 
consultation took place, the result of which you will learn from the King s letter to you, 
which was written by him, I am told, in great excitement, and handed over by him to the 
messengers. You have to come by the way of Matemma. His friendship with England 
has reached its end. He neither wants now machinery nor workmen ; everything you will 
bring for him is indifferent to him—war or peace. So he is reported to have said, only 
he wants you to come soon. His messengers for you will leave this to-morrow, hrom 
these, his proceedings, you see the whole affair has come to a decided termination; our 
friendlv attempts have hitherto been useless, and will be so in future. He is determined 
not to "give wav, but to resist. First, he thinks himself to be in the right; and, secondly, 
because he doubts that England will make use of her force against him. You know the 
old proverb they have here, 4 that it is impossible mountainous Abyssinia can be 
conquered by Europeans.’ ” [A force of less than 2,000 Portuguese, with cannon, entered 
Abyssinia by the Kinguor road in the middle of the seventeenth century; they 
were not supported afterwards, so remained and founded a colony, descendants of which 
are to be found to this day.] “ The King firmly believes in this, but we hope England will 
soon teach him something better. But England should not make the least delay. It it 
wishes to do anything it should be done at once, and it should not threaten him before it 
acts. If this last be omitted, all Europeans he has in his hands will have to pay for it 
with their lives; a declaration of war and the soldiers should reach Abyssinia at the same 
time. The best they could do would be if they would send some thousand men by Tajorra.” 
[The route from Tajorra is the shortest and most direct to Magdala, but the inhabitants 
of the country between Tajorra and Angoba, pagan Danakil, are ot the w r orst description 
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the most inveterate thieves and murderers on the face of the earth/ The distance from 
Tajoora to Done, near Lake Haik, in Ardoba, is about 220 miles. For the first 100 there 
is scarcely any water, and that blackish. Until Abyssinia is reached, that is Angoba, there 
are no supplies.] “ From thence they could go with camels to Angoba, which is only a 
few days’ journey from Magdala. In this way they could take Magdala and release the 
captives even before the King could hear of it. But this should be done with great precau¬ 
tion and speedily, before any hostile movement is made from Massowah. The Roman 
missionaries at Massowah have added much to the present difficulty and critical circum¬ 
stances between the English and Abyssinian Governments. The King said this morning 
that last rainy season he received a letter from one of the Europeans at Massowah, who 
informed him that the English Government wants nothing but his utter ruin, on which he 
puts Mr. Rassam into chains. We can only think that this European at Massowah must 
be a Roman missionary. God only knows how many childish influences have contributed 
to the present gloomy and sad state of affairs here. You will be astonished at the great 
alteration of things which has taken place since you left us last year at Zeghc. How 
much now would I like to write to you if there were ‘ liberty of the press,’ but you know 
there exists nothing of that kind in this country, and I fear that I have already said too 
much. If my letter should fall into bad hands it would turn out bad for us.—Dispatched 
from Gaffat, 15th January.” 

4. Yesterday evening messengers arrived from Mr. Rassam with news up to the 29th 
of January; he requests to add as a postscript to his letter to your Lordship of the 10th of 
January the following:— 

“ P.S.—Magdala, 29th January, 1867.—Since the date of the above (letter of the 
10th) I have received a number of polite messages from the Emperor, but he has not 
written to me again. I have heard that he has sent on messengers to Massowah, rid 
Matemma, with an answer to Her Majesty’s letter. From all I can make out he wishes 
Colonel Merewether to come up with the artizans and things sent from England. He is 
still at Debra Tabor (Debra Tabor and Gaffat may be called the same, they are only about 
two miles apart); but it is rumoured that he is going to Godjam to punish the rebel there. 
However, I do not place any faith in this report as this plan was often spoken of before, 
but never achieved. 

“ I am glad to inform your Lordship that both my party and myself are well.” 

In a letter to me he says, “On the 10th instant I sent you a long letter wherein 1 
gave you all the news. As the messengers who carried it promised to reach Massowah in 
a fortnight” [they arrived in seventeen days], “ I hope that by this time you are acquainted 
with the attitude the Emperor has assumed since his receipt of the copy of Her Majesty’s 
letter. The men promised to return in thirty-five days, and if everything has gone well 
with them I hope to hear from you about the middle of next month, and know what your 
future movements are.” [Intimation has been sent to Mr. Rassam of all that is being done.] 
“ His Majesty sent back your messengers to Massowah on the 14th instant. One of my 
men, whom 1 sent with them, named Mahomed Sayeed, was appointed their leader by the 
Emperor. He ordered them to return from Massowah with an answer in a month and 
a-half.” [They have not come yet, February 28th.] “ If they manage to reach the coast in 
that time, it will be as much as they could do. I believe he has written to you to come 
up with the artisans to Matemma. If you are ordered to meet him ” [not in the way he 
expects] “ 1 hope that you will make haste. 1 believe he feels that he has done wrong, but 
that he has gone too far to retract. 

“I wish I could have lots of money here, as I may find it very useful one day. Please 
try and send me up cash whenever you can, if possible, through Lasta, otherwise by 
Matemma.” [Money has been sent through Lasta, and more will now be sent by 
Mr. l'lad to Matemma. Messengers despatched from Massowah on 25th October reached 
Magdala on 25th January ; others were despatched in December, January, and this month, 
who will doubtless reach in time.] “ I suppose His Majesty will leave us quiet until he 
gets a definite answer from the coast, when our fate will be decided. I Ie may get into a 
towering rage or succumb. Anything is better than this wretched existence, and we have 
all come to the conclusion that the sooner the crisis comes the better for us. Thank 
God we are all well and (considering our position) happy.” 

On a separate slip of paper, which he charged the messenger only to deliver 
into my hands, Mr. Rassam adds: “It is generally supposed that the refusal of the 
Emperor to liberate us will be followed by a declaration of war; if so, the following 
hints may prove useful. Have nothing to do with the Turks, because alliance with the 
unbelievers will bring on a religious war. Try and obtain the friendship of Wakshim 

Goluzye, the chief rebel of Lasta and Tigr£, and Tissoo Goluzve, the chief rebel or. the 
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road between Adoua and Gondar. They can be very useful in stopping communication 
between the coast and His Majesty, and in transporting baggage, &c. If the Bishop’s 
assistance be required, I can get him to write to all the rebels to render assistance. There 
is no respectable man in Abyssinia who approves of His Majesty’s conduct, but no one 
has the pluck to speak plainly to him. He now has scarcely any country left, and yet he 
brays as if he were Alexander the Great. His power is only now acknowledged wherever 
he is, and he is so afraid of his troops deserting that he dare not attack any of the great 
rebels. At Court or here there is no lack of friends, but, as I said before, they are too 
much cowed to be of any use to us, without knowing what may happen afterwards. If 
Her Majesty’s Government intend to chastise him, there is no use sending an ultimatum 
before the troops land. A mere letter containing threats will endanger our lives. 

5. “ Dr. Blaue, who is always able to pick up intelligence on the hill, says, in refer¬ 
ence to the despatch of the messenger, via Matemma, to Massowah, * It appears that the 
King expects that all, yourself included, will come up to Matemma, and then he intends 
to try your friendship by asking you to come to him ; he must have strong confidence in 
the gullibility of the English. I know nothing of the kind will take place, but should some 
chivalrous feeling induce any one to come up, he or they will be boned, and added to the 
company now staying at Magdala. Various reports are afloat, but little credit can be 
given to any. Some say that at first our friend was displeased when he heard that the 
messenger selected was a Mussulman, but on the man stating that he had been serving him 
since several years, and had been employed in inducing us to come into his power, the 
King smiled and chuckled, treated him well, and presented him with a couple of mules. 

“ A further report is, that His Majesty, on receiving Rassam’s letter, wrote to have 
us three put out of chains, and that Mahomed Saeed himself was to have come, so as to 
have been able to report to you that we had been freed of our fetters; but having called 
before him all the Europeans of Gaffat to read to them Rassam’s letter, he got angry on 
remembering his grievances against Messrs. Stern, Rosenthal, and Cameron, and decided 
on leaving us as we were. There is great despondency amongst the people of Gaffat. 

“ The cannon mania is at an end; the big guns and remainder of the copper have 
been buried in the ground, the lighter guns taken to the camp at Debra Tabor. This 
looks like a move somewhere; Godjam is mentioned, but not believed in. A few days ago 
the King sent some odds and ends by a Ras, and some money for the soldiers and chiefs 
here. These have never been so well treated as lately. There is some talk of all prisoners, 
including ourselves, being taken to the camp, so that the King may look after us himself; 

I hope not. We are all of us of the same and but one opinion, and pray from all our 
hearts that business in earnest will shortly begin.” 

6. The above all goes to confirm the conviction expressed in my despatch of the 
13th instant, that any further attempts to win the Emperor over by friendly treatment 
will be useless. Had he at once released Mr. Rassam and his companions from their 
fetters, there would have been some hope, and my going to Matemma might then have 
been considered advisable as a nearer point from which to try and negotiate. But under 
the present circumstances the latter is undoubtedly out of the question, and the only 
answer I can give to the messengers of the King of the 14th January, when they do 
arrive, is that as he has not attempted to show even that he is disposed to act as requested 
by Her Majesty, I am precluded from taking any steps towards moving from the coast, 
and that I shall certainly remain until I receive intimation from the King that Mr. Rassam 
and all the British subjects have been released, and have actually started on their down¬ 
ward journey to meet me. 

7. As your Lordship will observe, Mr. Rassam even, who has invariably done his 
utmost to conciliate the King, has given up all idea of its practicability. His companions 
in confinement coincide. The German missionaries at Gaflat, who know the Kine’s 
character well, and have had the best opportunities of watching events, are of the same 
opinion. My judgment tells me the same. 

8. From the very first I ventured to point out that there were but two courses open 
for adoption in regard to King Theodorus,—most friendly liberal treatment, or forcible 
measures in punishment of his breach of faith. The first has been fairly tried, and every¬ 
thing possible been done to make it successful, but through the obstinacy of the King it 
has failed. The second only remains, and I would most respectfully but earnestly urge 
that now not only is the safety of our countrymen at stake, but the honour of the country 
is deeply concerned ; for the idea of misapprehension on the part of the King, which might 
have been admitted before, can now no longer be entertained. By his continued retention 
of Mr. Rassam in confinement he proclaims that he knowingly and purposely imprisons 
the bearer of a letter from another Sovereign, the Queen of England. 

9. Unfortunately, owing to the near approach of the hot season, which renders the 
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country between Abyssinia and the sea almost impassable by troops, active operations 
cannot well be entered upon before October next, but I trust that on Her Majesty’s 
Government deciding on vigorous measures being adopted, preparations for the organiza¬ 
tion of the necessary force may be taken into immediate consideration, so that the troops 
may be ready to move at the earliest possible moment. 

10. While quite agreeing with Mr. Rassam and the others, who have expressed an 
opinion on the subject, that the threat and display of force should be synchronous, 1 would 
also venture to recommend strongly that the course suggested by me in the tenth paragraph 
of my despatch of the 13th instant should be entirely foregone. The position of the 
Emperor is now so hazardous that any day information may be received of his authority 
having come to an end. It would then be of the greatest value that I should have it in 
my power to announce authoritatively to the people of the country that Her Majesty’s 
Government had determined on punishing King Theodore for his treacherous conduct, and 
to call on all well-wishers to the British Government to assist in protecting its subjects in 
Abyssinia, warning every one that the King will be held strictly responsible with his throne 
and life that not the slightest injury reaches Her Majesty’s subjects; while all who may 
assist in any harm which may come to them will assuredly meet with the severest punish¬ 
ment ; while, on the other hand, those who aided and protected them will be honoured 

and most liberally rewarded by Her Majesty. 

11. It may "possibly be that the opportunity for using this may not arise : but it is 

very probable at the same time that it will. The intelligence now forwarded shows that 
the King’s position is getting daily worse and more desperate. The patience of the 
country, well nigh exhausted before, was further heavily tried on the occasion of the 
desecration of the churches at Gondar. It is wonderful the King is still borne with. His 
health is very bad, his sufferings great from a hopeless disease, and that made worse by 
excessive intemperance. Provisions in Begmedar are nearly exhausted, and there is no 
where else to look for more. His army is fast leaving him; and though he is said to have 
given out that he is going against Tadeba Guialoo, the rebel chief in Godjam, every one 
knows he cannot attempt it. First, he has not sufficient troops left with him to insure 
success, and, next, if he went out of Begmedar, it would be occupied by the rebels of Lasta 
and Walkeit, and he would lose his stronghold Magdala. It would be most fortunate for 
us if he could be induced to make the attempt; but he is too cunning to risk it. It would 
seem strange to those unacquainted with the people how' these rebels, who have such 
strong forces at their disposal and who defy his authority, should not close with him and 
attack him now he is so weakened. But the best informed assure me that as long as 
there is any chance of Theodorus rising again, such is the dread of him personally, none 
of the rebels will advance on him, or attempt to find him. Were they positively assured 
his course had come to an end, they might then be induced to act, and be found most 

useful. 

12. As Mr. Rassam writes, “ At Court and here there is no lack of friends” to the 
British. One curious thing, and I don’t know' whether it may be taken as symptomatic of 
the desperate condition of the stateship, but the Chamberlain Samuel, the man who, with 
Bardel, was supposed to be at the bottom of all evil towards the captors, whatever may 
have been his views and intentions formerly, has completely turned round. Mr. Rassam 
now writes about him : “ Samuel has lost the greater part of the Royal favour, because it 
has been proved that he favoured the English. The fact is, there is no man in the 
country who is so faithful to his liege as this Samuel; and because he has been trying all 
he could to benefit his Royal master, by getting him to be on good terms with us, he is 
distrusted. Some of the released prisoners used to think that he was implicated in their 
former trials. However that may have been, his honest friendly feeling towards the 
British has been proved to me beyond doubt. That he is anything but unfriendly towards 
us, though he considers himself bound to love and obey his Sovereign, 1 have lately been 
able to prove to both Cameron and Stern.” Those two gentlemen have written to me 
they are quite convinced of Samuel’s probity now, and Dr. Blane says the same. 

13. 1 hear that the road from Matemma to Debra Tabor is open. How long it will 
remain so is a question. But T consider it right now that Mr. h lad should leave at once 
for Matemma, taking with him the articles he purchased for the King in England, and he 
will start directly the camels required have come in. In the present critical state of affairs, 
and to provide as far as possible against the King having any pretext lor ill-treating the 
captives in his power, either at Gaffat or Magdala, I have paid all Mr. Had s expenses to 
Matemma. He has written to the King, announcing his departure from this, and requesting 
an escort may he sent to meet him at Matemma. By Mr. Flad I have sent mv letter to 
the King (copy of which was forwarded to your Lordship) unaltered, saving the word 
“ask” for “ crave” has been substituted in the latter part. I am afraid it will have no 
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effect on the King, to induce him to change his tactics ; but it will show him no further 
friendly advances can be made until the prisoners are received by me free. Mr. Flad’s 
further stay at Matemma might have jeopardized the safety of his wife and children. I 
did not think it necessary he should await the arrival of the messengers now en route. Had 
nothing detained them, they should have been here ere this ; but there are some disturb¬ 
ances on the Egyptian frontier which they would not like to face, and they may, therefore, 
be still at Kassala, where Mr. Flad would meet them. The disturbances are not of an 
extensive nature, and would not affect Mr. Flad’s progress, as I have given him firmans 
and letters to all the Egyptian authorities en route, who will furnish him with sufficient 
guards. Should the messengers arrive even a fortnight after his departure, I could easily 
send a speedy camel-post after him, with fresh instructions and other letters if necessary. 
Mr. Flad, marching with laden camels, should reach Matemma in about twenty-five days ; 
he will probably be detained there a short time for the escort. 

14. On my way up from Aden I called in at Amphilla Bay, and found it admirably 
suited for the debarkation of troops ; good anchorage; water good and plentiful; and one 
of the easiest and best roads comes down from Abyssinia to it—a road constantly used by 
caravans (camel), who take backwards and forwards the salt obtained near Amphilla. The 
people in the country are simple and friendly disposed, and there are no Egyptian troops 
there. M. Munzinger, the very zealous Consul here, has made an excellent survey of the 
road from Massowah to Kingour and Goafiloosee, formerly mentioned by me. This will be 
forwarded to your Lordship separately. As soon as M. Munzinger has dispatched Mr. Flad, 
he will proceed to Tokonder, and return via Amphilla, to survey and map correctly those 
two routes to the plateau of Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W; L. MEREWETHER. 





